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Huger ‘Old Model’Single-Action Revolver 
Manufactured 1953-1972 
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who me loMng parts removed: mis conversion will not: 


(your original parts will be returned to you) 



“OLD MODEL” RUDER SINGLE-ACTION PARTS 


• Alter the frame or other components of your revolver. 

• Affect the external appearance of your revolver. 

• Detract in any way from the basic simplicity and utility of these classic single-action 
revolvers. 

This conversion will: 

• Give you many of the convenience, durability, and safety features of the patented Ruger 
New Model single-action revolvers made since 1973. 

• Help prevent accidental discharges caused by a blow to the hammer if the user has failed 
to take the basic safety precaution of keeping an empty chamber under the hammer. 


we will install mis new sei oi pans: 



RUGER SINGLE-ACTION CONVERSION PARTS 
(Patent Applied for) 


We honestly believe this to be one of the most important firearms inventions 
ever offered by our company. While we are proud of the over one and one quarter 
million “old model” Ruger Single-Six, Blackhawk, and Super Blackhawk revolvers 
produced from 1953 to 1972, we want to see them equipped with this valuable 
improvement and offer to perform this simple conversion for our customers at no 
cost. 

To ensure correct fitting, this system must be installed at our factory. To re¬ 
ceive this free Conversion, write to us at the address below. We will provide you 
with a shipping container and instructions. You pay only initial shipping charges to 
our factory—the Conversion is free and we will pay return shipping costs. Do not 
send your “old model " Ruger single-action revolver until you receive specific ship- 
p ing ins truct ions. 


copyright 1982 by Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. 
RUGER, SINGLE-SIX, and BLACKHAWK are U.S. registered trademarks 



FREE CATALOGS AND INSTRUCTION MANUALS WHICH CONTAIN APPROPRIATE WARNINGS AND ADVICE 
FOR THE USE OF ALL MODELS OF RUGER FIREARMS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE FACTORY ON REQUEST 

STURM, RUGER & Company, Inc. 

123 Lacey Place, Dept. OM 
Southport, Connecticut 06490 U. S. A. 

ALL RUGER FIREARMS ARE DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED IN RUGER FACTORIES IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 







MAD AS HELL 

A Master Tome of Revengemanship 

by M. Nelson Chunder 

Tired of being the underdog? Become a master of revengemanship and get one up on your 
vilest enemies. This is where M. Nelson Chunder, a true revenge tactician, tells all. Learn how 
to harass two-timing lovers, overbearing bosses, bothersome mail-order companies, ex¬ 
friends, cloying conglomerates, unfair businesses and others. Get even with anyone any¬ 
where at any time with these tricks. Here are over 120 peevish pranks that will reduce your 
mark to a whimpering mass of paranoia while they destroy bis reputation and family life. 
Brighten your outlook with these humorous, yet effective, revenge tactics: give your anger to 
someone who deserves it. Here’s your chance to be the judge. Of course, this is offered for 
1 ' entertainment purposes only! 5Vfe x 8 V 2 , hardcover, 168 pp. $12.95 
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SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing—oneot the (ew 
complete, hardcover sludles of this 
terrifying and deadly martial art. Text 
and photos illustrate Ninja princi¬ 
ples of invisibility, covert entry, 
escape and evasion, assassination, 
sentry removal, meditation, mind 
clouding and much more. 5ft x 8ft, 
hardcover, 200 photos, 168 pp. 

$16.95 


THE COLT .45 EXOTIC WEAPON5 SYSTEM 
The ultimate selective-fire conversion for the famed Colt 
.45 is herel All original components are retained, and only 
three functional parts have been added, each of which can 
be built using common hand tools. The ingenious auto¬ 
matic tripping device—a feature never before incorporated 
in any machine pistol of thistype—provides lor trouble-free 
operation. A revolutionary, compact, removable folding 
metal front grip aids in controlling the gun when firing full 
auto. Carefully researched and thoroughly tested for relia¬ 
bility, this conversion system works with outstanding ac¬ 
curacy and safety. 9x12,soltcover, illus., photos, templates, 

86 pp. $12.00 
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NINJA SHURIKEN THROWING 
The Weapon of 5tea!th 

by Sid Campbell 

Silent, deadly, treacherous, easily 
hidden. Each of these words de¬ 
scribes the invincible Ninja—and 
his lethal weapon, the shuriken 
(“Throwing Star"). Shuriken styles 
and composition, gripping and 
throwing methods, trajectory target 
areas, penetration characteristics, 
fighting tactics, and more are in¬ 
cluded. 5ft x 8ft, softcover, illus., 
photos, 152 pp. $12.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they're getting the goods on 
you with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called "possibly the most dan¬ 
gerous book," this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want—and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into your private info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target, over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly¬ 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter¬ 
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind Is worth the price of this book! 8ft x 11, sottcover, 
illus., 264 pp. $30.00 
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EMPTY HAND, LOADED GUN 
The Ultimate System for 
Close Combat 

by Dan Westerlin 

No longer mutually exclusive self- 
defense systems, karate and hand¬ 
gunning are now combined into an 
all-new system of close combat 
Draw methods; cover, lighting and 
crisis control; and distancing, block¬ 
ing and punching techniques are 
included to provide maximum effec¬ 
tive protection. 5Vi x Bft. softcover, 
photos, 120 pp. $6.00 


THE HUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Here is a conversion system you can bet your life on! Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire, 
close-combat gun you can trust. With simple hand tools, 
you can build the parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto—all without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing in any way. Just drop in the 
conversion parts, and you're ready for whatever—or 
whomever—comes. Over 60 explicit photos, machinist's 
drawings and full-scale templates accompany the de¬ 
tailed instructions for making this conversion foolprool. 
9 x 12, softcover, illus., 96 pp. $12.00 



BOUN1Y HUNTER 

by Bob Burton 

Adventure is his occupation; a hefty 
commission is his reward. He is a 
professional bounty hunter, and he 
stalks the most elusive of all prey—a 
wanted man. Here is the businessas 
told by a pro. Leam how to get your 
first job, track a fugitive, arrest him 
and turn him over to the police 
Included is a state-by-state listing of 
laws. 5ft x 8ft, softcover, 136 pp. 

$ 10.00 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the rerest FMs in the field of 
military collecting. Provides up-to- 
date info on equipment and tactics 
employed by thi 3 elite fighting force. 
Covers SEAL weapons, survival, 
communications, diving, first aid, 
demolitions and more. Bft x 11, 
softcover, illus., 240 pp. $14.95 


THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

A comprehensive home workshop guide for the gun buff 
and hobbyist machinist Over fifty working machinist's 
drawings, photos and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR-7 .22 survival rifle into a full-auto 
silenced machine pistol or machine gun. Sfep-by-step 
instructions detail how to modify the weapon's original 
receiver, fabricate new sear and safety, as well as make a 
simple, efficient silencer group assembly. For historical 
and reference purposes only. 9 x 12, softcover, illus., 
72 pp. $12.00 


AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO URBAN COMBAT 

Jungles of glass and steel, cities are the most dangerous of 
all terrains to fight a war—and the most likely. Here, in FM 
90-10-1, is the info that preparespolice and military units to 
meet—and beat—the threat of urban combat This book is 
loaded with self-explaining illustrations showing the best 
tactical moves, accompanied by clear, concise directions. 
Topics include offensive operations, combat support, how 
to attack and clear buildings, demolitions, urban combat 
skills and much more. 8ft x 11, softcover, illus., 260 pp. 

$14,95 



DRAGON LADY OF THE NINJA 

byAshida Kim 

Here are the secrets of the deadly 
sisterhood of the Ninja—the Kunoi- 
chi. These are the tactical strategies 
of death and destruction where size 
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and weight make no difference. 
Step-by-step instructionsare for the 
Stroke of Death, Breaking the Bal¬ 
ance, Taking Off the Hand, and 


Iff 


more. Don t miss this exciting new 
book. 5ft x 8ft, softcover, illus., 


__ 


112 pp. $10.00 



US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
known to train the world's most 
accomplished medics, and this book 
is the reason why. It has everything: 
comprehensive info on disease 
diagnosis and treatment, emergency 
war surgery end paramedical skills, 
pediatrics, obstetrics, orthopedics, 
emergency dental treatment and 
more. 4ft x 7, softcover, illus., 
400 pp. $14.95 


A SPECIAL 
HOLIDAY OFFER 

Check the “Special Holiday Offer” box on the order form 
and deduct 20% from any order over $50! It is our way of 
saying, “Have a good holiday!” ORDER NOW as this offer 
expires on January 1, 1985. No Holiday Discount on 
wholesale orders. 
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DEBRIEF 

by Dale A. Dye, Executive Editor 


I TS a genuine tragedy that Dana 
Parker and James Powell were 
killed on 1 September while doing 
what they thought was right in sup¬ 
port of the continuing fight against 
communist expansionism in Central 
America. In the searing aftermath of 
the helicopter crash that cost them 
their lives, it’s even more tragic to 
note that the American press con¬ 
tinues struggling to somehow con¬ 
nect them and their four compatriots 
with the CIA while tacitly ignoring 
the real message their sacrifice de¬ 
livers to Congress and the American 
people. 

The blame for Parker and PowelPs 
demise needs to be placed squarely 
where it belongs: in the lap of the 
naive majority in Congress that dic¬ 
tates funding for foreign 
policy while blissed-out 
on saccharine images of 
a brave new world in 
which nations share 
and play nicely with 
each other. If those peo¬ 
ple would wake up, take 
off the rose-colored 
glasses, ignore political 
self-interest for a mo¬ 
ment and take a quick 
look at the Communist 
Manifesto , they’d likely 
realize it was their 
hands — much more than commun¬ 
ist bullets — that carved the epitaph 
for the two unpaid American volun¬ 
teers who died in Nicaragua. In fact, 
there would have been no need for 
Parker, Powell and their teammates 
from the Civilian Military Assistance 
organization to be in Central Amer¬ 
ica at all iftheU.S. government were 
doing its part to help freedom-loving 
people in nations such as El Salva¬ 
dor and Nicaragua effectively fight 
communist-inspired insurrection. 

But the sad irony of that considera¬ 
tion is swept away in the rush to label 
these men “mercenaries” — the 
word fairly drips from the mouths of 
TV newscasters like blood from the 
fangs of an attack dog. It's a label, a 
stereotype that conjures titillating 
images of rock-ribbed killers out for 
an adrenalin rush and a bushel bas¬ 


ket full of big bucks. The term is also 
one of the grossest misnomers in the 
English language and certainly can¬ 
not be stretched to fit the men of 
Civilian Military Assistance who 
went to Honduras to help the Con¬ 
tras resist Sandinista-style totalitar¬ 
ianism. 

Virtually no one in the minuscule 
shadow-world of genuine profes¬ 
sional soldiers-for-hire has ever got¬ 
ten rich. There just isn't any big 
money in the business. Most of the 
nations or groups that need outside 
military aid are flat broke, running a 
shoestring resistance to tyranny, and 
certainly can’t afford to pay exotic 
salaries to those who would volun¬ 
teer their hard-earned military skills. 
That’s just as well since most who 
would become involved 
in military operations 
as foreign volunteers 
aren’t after money. 

Most of the men who 
become embroiled in 
such campaigns out¬ 
side the service of their 
own nation are either 
genuine idealists who 
are willing to lay their 
lives on the line in sup¬ 
port of a cause or 
“adventure junkies” 
who would rather face a 
genuine life-or-death challenge for 
their daily bread than punch a time- 
clock and struggle to meet the mort¬ 
gage payment. I see nothing in¬ 
herently evil — or potentially dis¬ 
astrous for American foreign rela¬ 
tions — in either sort. Neither do the 
communists who funded, supplied 
and encouraged the foreign Marxists 
who formed the Brigada Interna¬ 
tionale or the Brigada de Simon 
Bolivar and went to Nicaragua in 
1979 to help blast the Sandinista 
regime into power. These South 
American, Central American and 
European communist “mercenar¬ 
ies” formed nearly 50 per cent of the 
combat forces which overthrew the 
Somoza government. 

Those of us who understand from 

Continued on page 141 
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W ILD 

GEESE II... 

SOF staffer Tom 
Reisinger recently 
returned from Berlin 
where he was the guest 
of Contributing Editor Jim 
Monaghan, technical 
advisor for the upcoming 
adventure film “Wild 
Geese II.” The 
production, currently 
slated for a March world 
premiere, was to have 
starred Richard Burton 
who died earlier this year. 
Reisinger reports his 
replacement is 
distinguished British actor 
Edward Fox, who joins 
Scott Glenn, Barbara 
Carrera and Sir Laurence 
Olivier in the film’s cast 
Monaghan, who plays 
a significant character role 
in “Wild Geese II,” is 
preparing a story for SOF 
dealing with the technical 
aspects of making the 
film, particularly 
concentrating on weapons 
work. 


F erraro 

ON FIREARMS... 

Walter Mondale’s 
running mate, Rep. 
Geraldine Ferraro 
(D-N.Y.), has an almost 
perfect firearms voting 
record: wrong every time. 

According to the NRA 
tally, she voted to deny 
sportsmen’s access to 
125.4 million acres of 
Alaskan wilderness, and 
voted against cutting $5 
million from the BATF 
budget. Ferraro also 
co-sponsored the 
Kennedy-Rodino 
handgun control bill, and 
the Bingham bill to ban 
handguns. Important 
Ferraro campaign 
contributors included 
Handgun Control, Inc. 


bulletin! 

BOARD 




SOF training team member Gerry Lynn stands 
with Salvadoran sniper whose work will be 
improved by donation of a Swan G-3 Universal 
Scope Base, Beeman Scope Mounts, and a 
Beeman Rhinohide Telescope, by L.L. Baston 
Co., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1995, 2101 N. College 
St., El Dorado. AR 71730. 


A dopt a 

. FREEDOM FIGHTER... 

Trust SOF to find new things to do with beer 
money, like helping throw the Vietnamese out of 
Kampuchea (Cambodia). The Khmer Peoples 
National Liberation Front (KPNLF) advertises 
that Amencans can equip a new guerrilla 
volunteer for $40. In case this is too much 
money in one chunk, the KPNLF suggests you 
break it up into four monthly installments. 
Primarily, the money will be used to purchase 
inexpensive, sturdy personal gear for the fighters: 
imagine DOD trying to equip a grunt for $40. 

This is, of course, just the sort of thing SOF 
loves to get involved with and we have already 
put our money where our magazine is. An SOF 
check for enough to equip a full KPNLF rifle 
sqq^4 ls on the wa V *° Bangkok along with 
some SOF t-shirts for our squaddies. We hope to 
have pictures of the SOF grunts soon. Send 
donations to KPNLF General Staff, c/o KOK 
SAR , Attention Mr. Surikyat, P.O. Box 22-25, 
Ramin tra Post Office, Bangkok 10220, Thailand. 


P ERU’S 

SENDERISTAS... 

Peru’s mystic Maoist 
revolutionaries, the Sendero 
Luminoso (Shining Path) guerrillas, 
seem to have cut down on dynamite 
and stepped up killing, but they’re 
getting some of the same treatment 
from the Peruvian Army. 

In the first week of August, 
the Peruvian government credited 
the Senderistas with 53 killings. 
Fortunately, the military is beginning 
to take over many patrols and 
garrisons that had previously been 
police responsibility. Combat-trained 
troopers turned the tables on 
Senderistas on 7 August when an 
army unit was ambushed at night in 
a remote Andean town 200 
kilometers from Ayacucho. Soldiers 
regrouped to drive off the rebels, 
who left 17 dead. 


M erc clearing 
house?... 

SOF has been getting a number 
of calls on a classified ad in 
September ’84 SOF regarding the 
Armed Peacekeeping Force’s search 
for “1505 officers, 2214 NCOs, 

6500 Team Members.” 

The ad claims to have high-paying 
jobs for contract soldiers, with 
preference given to those with 
“Commissions, Warrents (sic), NCO 
or Soldier Certifications” issued by 
Alpha Corps. Calls from respondents 
to the ad indicate they were asked 
to pay for these documents, but that 
no one had offered them jobs or 
money. Neither Alpha Corps, nor 
their agent, J.R. Brown, answers any 
of their phone numbers. Also, all 
mailing addresses have proved to be 
mail drops. 

SOF checks its classifieds much 
more closely than your local 
newspaper investigates used car ads, 
but we specificially disclaim any 
responsibility for the intent of the 
advertisers, or the readers’ 
willingness to pay good money for 
bad merchandise, or to engage in 
illegal activities. We’ve got enough 
trouble watching out for ourselves. 

Caveat emptor: Let the buyer 
beware. 
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C OPTER CRASHES 

WITH U.S. CONTRAS... 

Dana H. Parker, Jr., of Huntsville, Ala., and 
James Powell of Memphis died 1 Sept, in a 
helicopter crash in Nicaragua. They were 
voluntarily assisting the Contras in their fight 
against Sandinista tyranny. Despite attempts to 
link them to CIA operations in Central America 
or the right-wing fringe in this country, the CMA 
volunteers were simply patriotic Americans doing 
their bit — for no salary — to help in the fight 
against communist expansionism on America’s 
back doorstep. 

Their deaths and the subsequent publicity 
attending survivors of the CMA mission to 
Nicaragua highlighted the variety of help U.S. 
civilian volunteers are giving the Contras. It also 
jammed our phones for days as reporters tried to 
obtain comments, opinions and insights on 
“mercenary soldiers” from Soldier of Fortune, 
which is the presumed source for any and all 
information concerning such activities. We 
weren’t able to give them much regarding the 
specific mission performed by CMA in Nicaragua, 
but we did indicate we — and most of our 
readers — were with the volunteers in spirit. 

But our pursuit of this exciting story didn’t stop 
there. We are studying the situation and 
interviewing the CMA survivors. Look for 
in-depth coverage of this incident in next 
month’s SOF. 


N ra 

ELECTIONS... 

SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown came 
within 2,000 votes of being elected to the Board 
of Directors of the National Rifle Association. 

“I wish to thank all the individuals who 
supported me,” Brown said. “I’ll be running 
again next year, with a little more effort and 
organization. Thanks again, SOFers.” 



A im aims 
> at pbs... 

You weren’t the only 
one irked by the Public 
Broadcasting Service’s 
(PBS) slanted 
characterization of the 
war for Indochina in 
“Vietnam, A Television 
History.” Accuracy In 
Media (AIM) sponsored a 
conference to begin 
debunking the biased 
documentary in 
Washington, D.C., 27-28 
June 1984. 

AIM produced sufficient 
proof to make PBS revise 
its erroneous claim that 
the Indochinese 
Communist Party 
marshalled the 1930 Yen 
Bay rebellion, actually 
organized by the Vietnam 
Quoc Dan Dang, a 
non-communist 
Vietnamese nationalist 
party. AIM hopes to air a 
corrective history of 
Vietnam on PBS, but 
there are obvious doubts 
about their capacity to 
place it with them. 

Anyone who can 
contribute to the project 
should write Accuracy in 
Media, Inc., Dept. SOF, 
1275 K Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20005. 

Those wishing to see 
AIM’s Vietnam 
documentary should write 
Bruce Christensen, 
President, Public 
Broadcasting Service, 475 
L’Enfant Plaza, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20024. 


R rii 

AUTO SALE... 

Title is finally 
transferred, so SOFers 
interested in buying a 
collector’s 1972 Citroen 
SM — donated to 
Refugee Relief 
International, Inc. (RRII), 
by Scott Lowry — should 
phone RRII president 
Tom Reisinger at (303) 
449-3750 for more 
information on the 
$6,500 bargain. 


R ecognition 

FOR CONTRIBUTORS 

Any individual who contributes 
1) funds, medical supplies or medi¬ 
cine to Refugee Relief Internation¬ 
al, Inc., 2) funds to the Afghan Free¬ 
dom Fighters Fund or 3) equipment 
to the Salvadoran Army or Miskito 
Indians has the option of having his 
name mentioned in SOF with the 
amount of money or equipment 
donated. If you wish to be so recog¬ 
nized, please indicate this with your 
donation. 


P RIVATE 
SECTOR... 

Corporations and private citizens 
alike have been contributing to 
SOFs fight against communist 
tyranny around the world. This 
month there are special 
commendations for: 

Harry E. Bird, 629 Allen St, 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555, for $25 to 
Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund 
(AFFF). 

Sandi L. Zabinski, 5225 Louisiana 
Ave. N. f Crystal, MN 55428, for $15 
to AFFF. 

Jay Lerer, P.O. Box 715, 
Woodacre, CA 84873, for $100 to 
AFFF. 

L.L. Baston Co., P.O. Box 1995, 
2101 N. College St, El Dorado, AR 
71730, for scope, mounts, and 
scope base donated to the 
Salvadoran Army. 



SOFers Alex McColl (under pallet) 
and Giang La Bang load sorted and 
boxed contributions to El 
Salvador/Nicaragua Freedom 
Fighters Fund, c/o SOF, 5721 
Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303. ^ 
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with membership 


Pnck shnwn am pub^i£tieri‘ etfllwn prices. 


Here’s how the Club Plan works: You'll get 4 books for 
only 98C plus shipping and handling and your free World 
War II maps—when accepted as a member. We reserve 
the right to reject any application. However, once 
accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your 
introductory books, return them within 10 days at our 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you 
will owe nothing. 

Huge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 
350 titles to choose from—a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely 
seen photos, illustrations and maps. Many books are 
difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete 
hardbound editions (sometimes altered in size to fit 
special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% oft 
publishers’ hardcover edition prices. A shipping and 
handling charge is added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: Enjoy the luxury of at-home shopping 
with your free Club magazine. About every 4 weeks (14 
times a year) you receive the Club magazine describing 
coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 
4 times a year, you receive offers of special Selections, 
always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you want 
the featured Selection(s), do nothing—shipment will be 
made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no 
book at all—indicate this on the order form and return 


it by the date specified. You’ll have at least 10 days to 
decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive 
an unwanted Selection, you may return it at our expense 
and owe nothing. 

The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to 
take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the 
next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchasing 
your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for 
as long as you like. 

tSoft cover 'Explicit sex, violence and/or language. 

TWO FULL COLOR 24'/ 2 "x19" 


Dept. RR-424, Garden City, NY 1T530 

Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 4 
books marked below plus my 2 free WWII maps. Bill me only 98C plus 
shipping and handling. I agree to the Club plan presented in this ad, 
and understand that I need buy just 4 more books at regular low Club 
prices any time I want during the next 2 years. 

Our no-risk guarantee. When accepted as a member, you’ll get your 4 
books for only 98c plus shipping and handling. If not satisfea, return 
them within 10 days st our expense to cancel your membership ar.d owe 
nothing. No matter what you decide, you keep your tree maps. 


Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members 
serviced tram Canada where offer is slightly different. 67-MJ 
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angered 
rt over AK... 

Sirs; 

During my wonderful 
time in ’Nam in 1969, 1 
happened to be on the re¬ 
ceiving end of quite a few 
rounds of chicom small 
arms fire. Fortunately, they 
were never known for 
accuracy, and I was lucky 
to get through unscathed. 

Anyway, I couldn’t be¬ 
lieve my eyes when I saw 
the inside page of the Au¬ 
gust issue. An advertise¬ 
ment for a communist 
made weapon! Have you 
gentlemen sold out your 
principles for a few lousy 
bucks? Unbelievable! 

From my O.P. on the 
border of the “neutral 
countries” surrounding 
’Nam 1 could plainly see 
Chinese advisers instructing 
the NVA on how to use 
chicom small arms, mines, 
and booby traps against 
American men. And I’ll 
give you three guesses 
where. 

Communist China isn’t 
my friend or ally despite 
what the State Department 
says. I hope the ghosts of 
all my comrades who stop¬ 
ped a chicom bullet haunt 
you. 

My buddies have tried to 
tell me how SOF is only in 
it for the bucks. Depending 
on your rebuttal to this let¬ 
ter, I am seriously thinking 
about cancelling my sub¬ 
scription. 

J. Carter 

Carlsbad, California 

If SOF was “only in it for 
the bucks, ” we can think of 
a number of things we 
would — and would not — 
do, like accepting discri¬ 
minatory advertising or not 
spending the money to 
send our correspondents 
around the world to bring 
you first-hand accounts 
from various battlefields. 
While we agree with your 
generic dislike for commun¬ 
ists of all forms, we still 
consider it a welcome ser¬ 
vice to let our readers 
know how they can obtain 
one of the best combat 
weapons in the world to¬ 
day. Our ad is an endorse¬ 
ment of the weapon, not 
the manufacturers . — Eds. 

10 80L1IER OF FORTUNE 



. ITS FROM THE INTERMWIONAL _ 
OLYMPIC COMTO... LA. OLYMPIC 

R such mt^TO/hopm 

CAN ALSO BOW 1988 GAMES... - 


• 1M4 Copter 




M 



S ANDINISTA 
INSIGHTS... 

Sirs: 

I lived in Costa Rica from May 1980 to Febru¬ 
ary 1983. I learned interesting pieces of informa¬ 
tion about Sandinista treatment of their black 
citizens and the Anglican priests in Bluefield. 

La Prensa Libre, published in Costa Rica, and 
sometimes in Nicaragua, printed stories about the 
riots in Bluefield when the Castro Cubans came 
in and took over schools, medicine, and des¬ 
troyed the Anglican church. 

The blacks are of Jamaican ancestry and enjoy 
their Episcopal religious heritage. The commun¬ 
ists did not care for this, and the Anglican priests 
were either expelled or interred in one of the 
Nicaraguan prisons for being “counter¬ 
revolutionary” when the Cubans took over. The 
last word I had before leaving Costa Rica was 
that Anglican priests are still in Sandinista jails. 

The U.S. press has mentioned the “Moskito” 
Indian problem of Nicaragua, but never the 
Bluefield black's treatment at the hands of the 
“peoples’ revolution.” 

But I wish to point out a recent visit to Nicar¬ 
agua by United States presidential candidate Jes¬ 
se Jackson. Jackson, in a June 28 speech to his 
communist brothers in Managua cheered the 
communist revolution and said the United States 
would be defeated. (Ref. Wall Street Journal, 
June 29, 1984) 

Apparently Jackson does not really have con¬ 
cern for his black brothers in Nicaragua, or the 
asshole does not even know what is going on. 
Herbert C. Savage 
El Paso, Texas 

In our opinion, it's a little of both. Thank God 
Jackson doesn 7 stand a chance of reaching 
national office. Thanks for sharing your insights. 
— Eds. 


S ALUTE 

FOR SOF... 

Sirs: 

I have been reading SOF for the 
past year with rather mixed feelings. 
While sometimes stunned by the 
‘blood and guts’ outlook of some of 
your advertisers (such as the ‘do it 
yourself books on explosives, 
poison gas and firearms), I must 
congratulate your editorial teams on 
their fine investigative journalism 
during the last year. 

The articles on the continuing 
wars in Nicaragua, El Salvador, 
Afghanistan and Burma are highly 
informative, hide no unpleasant facts 
to avoid upsetting ‘friendly’ as well 
as hostile states, and have the most 
important factor of all — they are all 
written by people actually on the 
spot in some very obscure places 
around the globe. 

Keep up the good work! 

Alan Homer 
Cheshire, England 

Thanks for the kind words. We 
aim to keep the information coming 
in 1985. — Eds. 



G renada 
jima?.;. 

Sirs: 

I just came across a couple of 
these in an old stamp collection. I 
couldn’t think of anyone who would 
better appreciate what was, at the 
time of printing, prophetic and now 
so hilariously ironical. 

There was just no way I couldn’t 
share this with you and — if you’d 
care to print it — the readers of 
SOF. 

Capt. James L. Warren, 
GGHG (ret.) 

Willowdale, Ontario 

Executive Editor Captain Dale 
Dye USMC (Ret.) proudly complies 
with your request for publication. 
Thanks for sharing the phiiatellic 
irony with all of us. — Eds. 


Continued on page 141 
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A Proud Tribute To The 

United States Marine Corps 

■■ ■ ■ ■ " ■ . A n noun ring . ■ .. 11 ■ ■ ■ _ 

THE SEMPER FIDELIS KA'BAR COLLECTION 



may call {a toll free number is available), use the 
reservation on this page or personally visit our 
headquarters. Satisfaction is guaranteed, and there 
are no shipping charges. For an additional $15, 
we will personalize your Ka-Bar by engraving your 
name, rank and serial number on the blade reverse. 

When you place your reservation, you will also 
be made a Member of The American Historical 
Foundation, joining men such as yourself in 29 
countries around the world who share an interest 
in—and who helped make—America's great mili¬ 
tary history. You will also receive special informa¬ 
tion concerning the care and collecting of military 
arms and advance notice of all Foundation military 
projects. 

The only other commemorative Ka-Bars were 
issued nine years ago. They were quickly 5 old out, 
and today they bring more than five times their 
original price. So prompt action is suggested to 
avoid disappointment. 

The few men, museums and organizations who 
act in time will own a lasting, tangible symbol of one 
of the greatest fighting organizations m the world— 
the United States Marine Corps. 

1- 

RESERVATION 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
To: The Anacrfcan Historical Foundation 
1022 West Franklin Street, Dept. SFSF2 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone (804) 353-1812 
24-hour loll free reservations; (800) 34*8-8080 

Yes, I wish to, reserve each of the following 24-karat gold- 

plated limited edition Commemorative Ka-Bars; 

_Entire Series 

_1st Mar. Div. _3rd Mar. Div. _5th Mar. Div. 

_2nd Mar. Div. - 4th Mar. Div. _ 6th Mar. Div. 

□ Please also send the glass-lop display case, at $29 each, for 
each Ka-Bar reserved. 

□ Please enroll me in a monthly payment plan. (Each knife 
reserved will be shipped when the full balance is received.) 

□ chaise or invoice $9750 monthly. 

□ charge or invoice full balance. 

□ My payment in full is enclosed ($195 per knife; display case, 
add $29). 

Name.....■ # . 

Address.3.. 


Tempered steel, 24-karat gold and polished leather 
proudly immortalize the battle honors of our U.S. 
Marines . through World War 11, Korea and Vietnam. 

S emper Fidelis. Always Faithful. That is the 
motto —and the way of life —of all U.S. 
Marines. Marines are alwa ys faithful to Corps 
and Country — alwa ys willing to face death for their 
fellow Marines and the American cause. 

And when the situation is desperate, the ammo 
is spent and the fighting is eyeball-to-eyeball, that's 
when the Marines' fighting skills really pay off. Since 
1943, Marines have fought America's enemies in close 
quarters with the rugged, keen-edged combat knife 
they call their "Ka-Bar." 

Now, The American Historical Foundation is 
proud to honor our U.S. Marines who, with devotion 
to Country and Corps, have carried this knife into 
combat in defense of America's freedom. 

Each is a genuine Ka-Bar —what old-Corps 
Marines call a "real" Ka-Bar. Each is specially made 
by Ka-Bar Knives —who helped the Marine Corps de¬ 
sign the knife in late 1942 and who made the originals. 
A Lasting, Personal Symbol 

Each is a lasting, personal symbol of your pa¬ 
triotic pride—and possibly your service—in the 
United States Marine Corps. You will be proud to 
display it and to pass it along to future generations 
of your family. 

A beautiful Commemorative Ka-Bar has been 
created to honor each of the six Marine Divisions. 
The tribute announced here honors the First Marine 
Division. 

This is a battleworthy Marine Corps fighting 
knife, with all the heft and strength of the ones first 
issued to our Leathernecks on Guadalcanal. But you 
will particularly enjoy owning and displaying this 
Ka-Bar because of its special features, created for 
this commemorative edition; 

• The Division's battle honors, the Division's motto, 
the laurel wreath of victory and the Marine Corps 
symbol are emblazoned on the blade in 24-karat gold. 
• The blade is mirror polished and gun blued to a 
high-gloss black finish. The blade shoulder is deeply 
struck ’T/SMC" on one side and "Ka-Bar, OJean, 
N.Y." on the other—proof that each is a real Ka-Bar. 

• The heavy butt is turned from thick, solid brass to 
a special ribbed pattern—unique to the Collection. 


« The guard is also extra thick — and formed straight, 
rather than the usual curved pattern (straight-guard 
Ka-Bars are rarer and more desirable to collectors). 

• Both the butt and guard are mirror polished and 
richly plated with 24-karat gold. 

• The nigged grip is compressed leather, custom 
finished, polished and waxed to a high gloss. 

• In the center of the grip is inset the Division's in¬ 
signia, enamelled in full color cloisonne and gold 
plated. 

First Option, With No Obligation 

As an added advantage, you may register now, 
without obligation, for other Ka-Bars in this Collec¬ 
tion (a Commemorative Ka-Bar has been created for 
each of the six Marine Divisions). These knives can 
be delivered to you one at a time in the months ahead. 

Limited Edition of 1775 


Only 1775 of each will be made, in remembrance 
of the founding year of the U.S. Marine Corps. Serial 



No. 1 of each will be presented to the Commandant 
of the Marine Corps. Each is individually serially 
numbered on the blade and on the Certificate of 
Authenticity which accompanies it. 

This is presented by The American Historical 
Foundation and Ka-Bar Knives, in conjunction 
with participating U.S. Marine Corps Division 
Associations. 

Glass-top Display Case Available 

A furniture finished hardwood case is also avail¬ 
able so you can display each Ka-Bar on a desk, shelf 
or wall. With a glass lid, it makes each Ka-Bar a 
visible symbol of your pride in the U.S. Marine 
Corps—and protects the knife from dust and un¬ 
authorized handling. 

How to Reserve; Satisfaction Guaranteed 

You may easily place your reservation with a 
small deposit, and credit cards are accepted. You 


For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, pleate send account 
number, expiration date and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 
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5 XJT.S. Military Fatigues 

Latest issue. Heavy-duty blend of 50/50 
cotton-nylon with special reinforcement in 
elbows, seat and knees. Jacket has 4 large 
cargo pockets. Pants have 2 slash pockets. 
2 rear pockets, 2 large cargo pockets on 
legs. Jacket: specify S (33-37), M (37-41), 

L (41-45). XL (45-up). Pants: specify S (27-31), 
M (31-35), L (35-39), XL (39-43). Available in 
Woodland Camouflage (W) USMC Tiger- 
stripe (50/50 cotton-poly) (T).DayDesert(D). 
*0141( )0 Jacket $29-95 Sate $24.95 

*0142( )0 Trousers $29-95*Sale $24.95 


1 Mitchell AR-50 Accessory 
Package 

Black space age nylon pistol grip and 
nickel-plated steel telescoping buttstock. 
Locks open and closed. Compact—26" 
overall when closed. Regular size open. 
Unique design grip will house original 10- 
round magazine. Ventilated torend covers 
50% of barrel 

ing even with hot barrel. This amazing 
accessory also 

by approximately one-half pound. 
# 242000 $69.95 


11 Genuine Viet Nam Jungle Hat 

Proven in the jungles of Viet Nam, extra- 
wide brim hat with a bandelero band 
protects you from the hot sun. 50/50 nyfon- 
cotton Is water repellent, coot. Perfect for 
hunting or boating. Specify: S (7); M (7)$); 
L(7!4); XL (7%). 

# 0127W0 Woodland Camo $11.95 

# 0127G0 OD Green $11.95 


AR-7 50-rd. Mitchell Drum Mag. 

Designed for easy loading, reliable func¬ 
tioning and durability. Full 50 round 
capacity. Markings on the back keep you 
informed of remaining rounds. 

*193300 $29.95 

Mitchell 50rd Mag. for 10/22 Rifle 

*193000 $29.95 

2 Military Mag-Lite 

The world-famous Mag-Lite In olive drab 
green. Anodized aluminum case is acid 
ond corrosion resistant. Light adjusts from 
strong spot to flood beam. Some rugged 
features as regular Mag-Lites except 
comes with a military style ring for attach¬ 
ing lanyard. Uses D-cell batteries. 

*3201G1 2-cell $19.95 

*3201G2 3-cell $21.95 

*3201G3 4-cell $22.95 


difference! 


3 Boy’s Jungle Fatigue Suit 

Fantastic for rugged outdoor wear-and- 
tear or for hunting with Dad. Pants have 2 
front pockets, 2 back pockets with flaps, 
and 2 cargo pockets. Jacket has 2 breast 
pockets with flaps. Made of U.S. Military 
type twill. Sizes: 8.10,12,14.16.Jacket avail¬ 
able in Tigerstripe (T). Pants available in 
Tigerstripe (T), and Black (S). Specify, 
*0157( )0 Jacket $14.95 

*0156( )0 Pants $16.95 

4 “Pineapple” Hand Grenade 

Completely inerts and harmless, but It 
looks like the real thing. Detachable firing 
lever. 

# 1721G0 $6.95 


6 GI MSS Field Jackel 

The very latest US Army issue field jacket 
made of 50/50 nyfon-cotton with gov't. 
Quarpel water repellency. Features a zip- 
in hood, heavy-duty front zipper plus snap 
closures, drawstrings at both the waist and 
cottom of the jacket-plus extra room in 
the shoulders for complete freedom of 
movement. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. Sale 

*0107G0 O.D. Green $^95 $39.95 
*0107W0 Woodland Camo. $39.95 

GI M-65 Jacket Liner 

Cold weather liner that turns the M-65 into 
on all weather jacket. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
*0107A0 

$19.95 


7 Little Black Box 

Automatically starts recorder when tele¬ 
phone is picked up. Records entire con¬ 
versation on both sides. Then automatically 
stops recorder when phone is hung up! It 
can be attached anywhere along the line 
and plugs into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the 
phone. MINIATURE! Only 2" x 2" x K". 
Warning: this device is not to be used for 
surveillance! 

Alligator clip hook-up 
*310101 $2*95 Sale $24.95 

Modular plug-in hook-up 
* 310102 




Sale 


8 Folding Trench Knife 

The 3 Yi stainless steel blade folds con¬ 
veniently into the unique 5" steel “knuckle 
buster" handle for protection and safety. 

Length open—BJ'i", 

*172010 Sale $9.95 

9 P a relic x Fanny Pack 

For the hunter or military man. Roomy main 
cargo pocket with zipper flop. Approxi¬ 
mately 340 cu. in. of storage space. Plus, 

It has three large outside pockets designed 
to hold a AR-15/M-16 or Mini-14, 30 round 
clip, ly/'wide woist belt features Fastex* 
buckle. Made of polyurethane coated 
Cordura. Size: 1%" x 3" x 15“, 

*2922W0 Woodland Camo. $19.95 
*2922S0 Black $19.95 

10 The Guardfather™ Discreet, Effective 
Protection. Powerful spring-loaded hardened 4)£" 
steel shaft snaps open in 1/250th sec., locks 
open. Knurled grip prevents slip¬ 
ping. Blued finish. 10 
open, 5^" closed. 

*173200 $29.95 


12 8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver 

Fires 8.22 caliber teargasor blanks in seconds. 
*260110 Blue $ 9.95 

*260120 Chrome $10.95 

13 .22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic 
Fires 6-.22 caliber tear gas or blanks as 
fast as you can pull the trigger. 

*260510 Blue $10.95 

*260520 Chrome $11.95 

*260202 Cartridges. (10) $2.95 

*260204 Blanks (100) $3.95 


FOR FAST DELIVERY- CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-323-3233 


GSSmBtSQ 
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SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED OR 
YOUR MONEY 
— 1 BACK! 


19 British Commando Knife 

This is the famed Sykes-Fairbairn knife 
made in Sheffield, England. Originally 
designed for the British Commandos in 
WW it. 6" double edge razor sharp blade 
delivers instant death. Complete with 
black leather sheath. 

*170300 $24.95 


14 The Bionic Ear 

Extremely sensitive pointable, electronic 
listening device the size of a flashlight. 
Amplifies sounds and passes them on to 
the user through stereo headphones 
which are included. It is used extensively 
by hunters, bird watchers, security and 
law enforcement personnel. The Bionic 
Ear can hear a whisper at 100 yards, feet 
scuffling in a warehouse at 200 feet or 
more, it can hear a car door shutting at 
5 blocks and a coon dog on the trail up 
to 2 miles away. Uses a 9 volt battery. 
Warning: this device is not intended as 
an eavesdropping device. 

*310300 $69.95 


2 2 US AF N-2B Flyer’s Short Parka 

Current issue Air Force issue cold weather 
jacket. Adjustable fur-trimmed hood, 
knitted wristlets and waistband. Storm flap 
secured by zipper and buttons. 2 outer and 
2 inner slash pockets with snaps plus zipper 
cigarette pocket on left sleeve. 100% nylon 
ouiershell with extra warm 100% polyester 
fiber fill. Sizes: S, M, L XL. 

*012100 Sale $69.95 


WW I Trench Knife 

An exact reproduction of the famous World 
War I trench knife. If has the "Knuckle 
Buster" grip, a double edged 6" polished 
blade and a solid brass handle. This is 
truly a collectors item. Overall length 11". 
*171910 $19.95 

16 Individual Equipment 
Camouflage Face Paint *363101 $1.25 
Gl Flashlight *3614G0 $5.95 

Gt Sunburn Cream *362700 $1.00 

Gl Water Purification Tablet *362200 $1.00 
Gl LSA Weapons 011 *362800 $2.00 

Gl Aluminum Canteen *361700 $2.95 

Gl Plastic Canteen *3619G0 $1.95 

Gl Stainless Cup *361600 $11.95 

Gl Canteen Cover *3618G0 $6.95 


USAF H 

Flight Jacks 1 IjaR, •‘jlv 1 

Olticial Air 
Force Lightzone 
(Lightweight 

issue). Sage Green with International 
Orange lining 100% polyester with knit 
collar, cuffs and waistband. 2 inner and 2 
outer pockets plus zipper cigarette pocket 
on left sleeve. Sizes: S, M. L, XL. 

*012900 Sale $39.95 

USAF MA-1 Flyer’s Jacket 

Same as L2-B but with 100% polyester bat¬ 
ting lining for warmth in all but coldest 
weather. No epaulets. SageGreen-Orange 
lining. Sizes: S.M.L, XL 

*0134G0 Sale $39.95 


Steiner 8 x 30 
Combat Binoculars 

One of the world’s most 
versatile binoculars. 

Designed for field use and jungle combat. 
From rolling waves to the bumpy ride of an 
all-terrain vehicle. Rugged rubber armor¬ 
ing lens cap and strap. Multi-coated 
optics. Magnification: 8x, Field of view: 

426 ft./IOOO yds. Weighs only 17 ozs. 2.2" x 
4.6" x 6.8”. 

'U9Q2G0 $14*95 Sale $129.95 


17 Camouflage Ranger Vest 

This new vest has a pocket for everything. 
Back pockets, front pockets, side pockets, 
bellows pockets, hidden pockets, a total 
of eight. Woodland Camouflage cotton 
blend with shirt-tail sides, and hide-away 
hood in collar. A rugged action vest that is 
also good looking and functional - Sizes: 

S, M, L, XL. *0148C0 $39.95 


Mini-14 Pistol 
Grip Stock 

Made of DuPont ZyteP ST-801, the toughest 
plastic made, used for military rifles. Stock 
has on offhand shooting notch and a 1" 
rubber recoil pad. The ultimate Mini-14 
stock. Fits 181,182 and later models. 
*400200 $49.95 


Ordering information! To order by mail, use 
coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or 
credit card information Far questions or 
information call 1-312-766-1150. To order 
by phone use credit card number. Call 
1-800-323-3233. Have all information 
ready. MINIMUM ORDER $10.00. 


18 Life knife Commando 

The best survival knife there is. Razor-sharp 
6“ blade constructed from 440C stainless 
sleel heat treated to RH57-56. Aircraftalumi- 
num hollow handle is waterproof and con¬ 
tains wire saw, matches, survival fish hooks, 
assorted split shot, 20 ft. of 10 lb. test line, 6 ft, 
snare utility wire; needles; sutures. Black 
leather belt sheath, thongs and sharpening 
stone. A jeweled compassbulttlntofhecap. 
12" overall. 

*1722S0 _ $49.95 

The Black Book Ot Dirty Tricks. "Improvised 
Munitions Handbook" is the most sought 
after here-to-fore impossible to obtain Army 
Manual. Includes revealing chapters an: 
Mines 8t Grenades, Small Arms Weapons & 
Ammo. Mortars & Rockets. Incendiary De¬ 
vices. Fuses, Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. 
Wus how to manufacture Rocket Launch¬ 
ers, Pistols. Shotguns, and Recoilless Rifles 
from easy to obtain materials and much, 
much morel New expanded edition! 
Limited Number available! ORDER NOW! 
*BB _ $10.00 


Clips & Magazines 

Pachmayr Stainless Steel 45 Magazine. 

The most precisely manufactured, fastest 
action clip you'll ever own. Has custom 
rounded follower and combat bumper. 
*193110 $19.95 

Browning Hi-Power 9mm Mag. 13 shot. 
*191620 $15.00 

AR-15/M-16.30-shot Magazine. 

*191220 $7.95 

M-1 Carbine. 30-shot Magazine Blue Sleet. 
*190420 $5,00 

Uzi 9mm. 32-shot Magazine. 

*192620 $14.95 

20-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14 1 . 
*190720 $9.95 

30-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14". 
*190820 $12.95 

40-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14’. 
*191020 $24.95 

20-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14*. 
*220600 $14.95 

30-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14". 
*220601 $24.95 

40-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14*. 
*220602 $29.95 
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Dept. 412 1285 MAR ™STREET™^ 

BENSENVILLE, IL 60106 



QTY. 

NUMBER 

DESCRIPTION/SIZE/COLOR 

PRICE 


















, ,3k 


□ CHECK ENCLOSED □ MONEY ORDER 
CHARGE MY; □ MASTERCARD □ VISA 

□ AMERICAN EXPRESS □ DINERS CLUB 


a 

| NAME_ 

AQDRESS 

I 

■ CITY _ 


EXP. MT£- 

CREDIT 
CARD NO 


SUB TOTAL 
SHIPPING/ 
HANDLING - 

TAX 


$3.50 


TOTAL 


triincHS Resident* include 
6 2f>%rSamt tAx 


-STATE_ 


-ZIP- 


No item is intended for sale in those areas where prohibited by law, Local restrictions and regulations may limit or prohibit the purchase, carrying or use of certain items. 
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BATTLE 

BLADES 


■> 


by Bill Bagwell 

Can the KA-BAR Cut It? 


I was 12 years old when I saw one for 
the first time. It was, I was told, a fight¬ 
ing knife. 1 believed it because our 
neighbor W.A. Waters said so. W.A. 
ought to know, because he had been 
in the war and had been shot in the leg 
by a Japanese sniper. I had seen the 
scar on the calf of his leg. 

W.A. told me to look at the blood 
groove along the blade. All fighting 
knives have one, he said. It’s put there 
so that the enemy would bleed, and 
the suction of the body would not be 
able to hold the blade so tight that the 
knife could not be pulled out I remem¬ 
ber telling my mother this. And I re¬ 
member the look on her face as I re¬ 
counted what W.A. had told me. W.A. 
later told me the knife was called a 
“KA-BAR” and it was standard issue 
among the Marines who fought with 
him in the Pacific. 

This knife, whether it was in fact a 
U.S. Navy Mark II of World War II 
vintage made by Camillus Cutlery, or 
the Marine Corps version made largely 
by the Union Cutlery Co. and marked 
with their KA-BAR trademark, caught 
the imagination and fancy of civilian 
and fighting man alike. It was used at 
Gaudalcanal and it was a FIGHTING 
KNIFE. The blood groove said so. 

The KA-BAR really is the best fight¬ 
ing knife ever issued to our troops in 
modem times. It opened cans, and kil¬ 
led the enemy from WWII through the 
Vietnam War. That’s the good news. 
The bad news is that this honored arti¬ 
fact is a dismal excuse for a good fight¬ 
ing knife. Here’s why. 

Someone once said that a camel 
was a horse that was designed by a 
committee. The KA-BAR was de¬ 
signed the same way by a group of 
well-meaning people who thought that 
a small Bowie knife with a spiffy touch 
like a blood groove would be just the 
blade for our fighting men. Unfortu¬ 
nately, these people had no experi¬ 
ence with what makes a Bowie knife so 
deadly. 

A proper fighting knife is a fine blend 
of balance, leverage, and cutting capa¬ 
bility, These qualities combined will 
yield a weapon that will give a fighter 
advantages in reach, strength of blade, 
speed of stroke, and an enhanced abil¬ 
ity to slash, tear, and penetrate, all in 
one blade. 

Let’s look at the KA-BAR in this 
perspective 

The balance is pathetic. The knife is 
handle heavy, so it has no swing 
weight to speak of, and one of its pre¬ 
eminent design features, the “blood 
groove” aggravates this condition. The 
so called blood groove is a carryover 
from the days of medieval Europe 
when two-handed swords with blades 
approaching four feet in length were in 
vogue, and some means had to be 



Although the KA-BAR is touted as 
being a formidable fighting knife, it 
has many drawbacks. 

found to lighten them so that men 
could swing the things. Forging a 
groove in the blade lightened it. This 
groove was and is correctly called a 
fuller, named after the blacksmithing 
tool used to fashion the groove. This 
means of making an already poorly 
balanced blade even more so in the 
KA-BAR was bad judgment, for an 
already thin and marginally strong 
blade is not strengthened by the addi¬ 
tion of a fuller added to the cost of the 
knife in production, and hurt perform¬ 
ance: a classic example of increasing 
the taxpayers’ burden while detracting 
from the performance of the con¬ 
tracted item. 

A properly balanced knife has both 
speed and power: enough power to 
cut a free-hanging one-inch manila 
rope in two with one stroke. The ori¬ 
ginal KA-BAR in my possession, shav¬ 


ing sharp, failed to do this in five 
attempts. A properly made and bal¬ 
anced knife with the same 6 7 /8-inch 
blade length will make this cut. Every 
time. 

This part of the American Blade- 
smith’s test may seem like grandstand¬ 
ing, but there is a parallel in combat. 
Take your KA-BAR and your Gerber 
Mark I, and swing at the end of a two- 
by-four. The heavier, longer blade of 
the KA-BAR will make a deeper cut 
than the Mark I — but a nine-inch- 
blade, 13-oz. Bowie would split the 
two-by four easily. 

The differences in performance on a 
human arm would be even more 
apparent. Slashing, a five-inch-blade 
dagger will hardly cut cloth, a KA-BAR 
will cut to the bone, and a nine-inch- 
blade Bowie will cut through the bone. 
Part of that action is weight, and part is 
leverage. Leverage in a knife is im¬ 
portant in cutting, ignored in most 
knife designs, and here again the KA- 
BAR is no exception. Two things affect 
leverage as it applies to a knife: blade 
length and the angular relationship be¬ 
tween the blade and the handle. The 
KA-BAR comes up short on both 
points. The 6 7 /s-inch blade should be 
at least 8 V 2 inches long, and nine or 
9Vi inches would be even better. The 
blade is stamped from a skimpy % 2 - 
inch thick stock which, while it is 
cheap, doesn’t aid strength or balance. 
Leverage would be improved by the 
addition of a couple of inches to the 
length of the blade and by altering the 
angle of the handle and blade. 

The handle of the KA-BAR is pretty 
good as far as combat handles go. 
Shape, length, and texture are all well 
done and combine to work well. True, 
there’s not a “skull-crusher” pommel, 
but by the time you need that, a base¬ 
ball bat would work better, The com¬ 
fortable design and solid materials of 
the KA-BAR are much more impor¬ 
tant. 

Leverage would be improved if the 

Continued on page 136 
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MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN 
TOO! Start Right Now! No 
Previous Experience Necessary. 


• ** cret ^/accuracy * B EG 

vnll TO SHO., h wiU 


sfiBjT 


vnll TO SHO" •*”* w ... scarcely 
atcura^_ vou rsel1'-> '* 

be ''" V !"*- yet. r 


be l\ev|ngjt y u>s part of ¥ # B pro . 
miracle ^ t0 becoming » . 

ing on ^ * » is the simple ajg 

^f r 0 r repealing jgj 

cation or ‘^uutics th -‘^ta" a chart 
first 


LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME . vMi 

You’ll see how to take apart and repair almost every 
well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
take the mystery out of ballistics. Show you how to 
smooth up actions, fit and .repair stocks, rechoke 
shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 
bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 
drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black 
powder guns. How to buy and sell new and 
used guns for profits. 



GUNHEPAIH! 


cation ballistics tha \J!L ta nd chart 
C ° < ' ce - rn sUnple. easy 'o-und^ le « 0 n. 


An* 'Uide «P* »"£ ! 0 u as *° u 

progress 


If you qualify otherwise, you may 
obtain a Federi License to buy and 
sell guns, ammunition and accessories 
without inventory . .. while you are 
still a student at North American. 


IV Start 

r our Own I 
Home 
[®f®/ness j 


4 


Everything Explained in 
Easy-to-Under$tand Language 
so Even a Beginner Can Follow 

Explanations include photos, diagrams, 
drawings and charts. We send you fcll the 
tools you need so you actually learn by doing 
as you follow the lessons. You receive catalogs, 
bargain bulletins, requirements for Federal 
Firearms License. 



FIRST FOLD HERE 


As a “Gun Pro" trainee at North American 
WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

This means you can begin making ex¬ 
tra cash almost immediately — order¬ 
ing guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started to¬ 
ward a business of your own *.. if that J 
is what you want after you graduate. 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun repair, custom ammo-making, 
sporterizing, custom stocking, sales—all are profit oppor¬ 
tunities for the expert. Now, at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 
do not know how many of our graduates have started their 
own gun shops, but we have letters on file from some 
who have. And we’ll send you the results of a survey 
showing employment success of our graduates. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that 
you will get a job. To find out how our graduates 
have done, send for our job placement record. 

You get it, all! How to buy and sell guns . . . customize, 
repair and aecurize them ... fit and finish stocks ... do 
hand-loading . . . zero-in scopes . . . understand ballistics 
. . . restore antique firearms . . . use black powder 
weapons . . . import guns . . . adjust chokes .. . and more. 

Because you study at home, you can graduate in months 
... or take up to two years. Your handsome Diploma will 
proclaim you as a “GUN PRO” when you proudly display 
it in your own shop or at work. ^ F , RST F0 LD HERE 



SPECIAL 
TOOLS AND 
EQUIPMENT INCLUDED. 


You get precision gauges, fine 
gunsmith’s screwdrivers, honing 
stones, checkering tools, 

■k plus much, much more. 


c i 


NO POSTAGE NECESSARY when you 
mail this ENTIRE Postage-Paid ad 

To Mail—Fold ad in following manner: 


[l. Remove entire page— tear 
or cut on dotted line to left 
2. Fold page in half on 
1st fold lines 




pkF 


3. Fold page again, on 
2nd fold lines 

4. Tape or glue the 3 open 
sides and drop in the 
mail box today. 


GUN REPAIR. BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 


Gives you a good start toward going into your 
own business or applying for a fob in a 
gunshop. 
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s Gun PY°' 


/H CUSTOMIZING 

1 RE-LOADING | 

CHECKERING SPORTERIZING 

CUSTOM AMMO 

GUN REPAIR 


GUN SALES 
MEAN PROFITS 
FOR REPAIRMEN 


| S ALES, IMPORTING»ACCUR IZINGl 

trouble-shooting! / MAKE 


and MUCH, MUCH MORE 

There are more than 20 million hunters plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun collectors 
and owners in the U.S. 

Name _ 

Address _ 

| City/State/Zip 
^ Phone No. (_ 

North American School of Firearms. 4400 Campus Drive, 

Dept. RS0A4 Newport Beach, CA 92660 
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WITH RWS PRECISION 
AIRGUN PRODUCTS 


RWS PRECISION AIR RIFLES 
AND AIR PISTOLS 

★ ★ ★Everything you are looking for in one- 
pump action. 40 Models and variations, all 
backed by a Lifetime Warranty. NEW IN 84 
.. . High-Power / High-Velocity RWS 
Models 24, 26, and 34, have joined the 
already popular RWS Model 45. 

HIGH QUALITY RWS 
PELLETS 

★ ★ ★ Meisterkugeln Match, Hobby, 
Superpoint, Standard — all available in 
calibers .177 and .22. NEW 
Super-H-Point (Hollow Point), for max¬ 
imum hitting power in the field. 

FULL LINE OF 
ACCESSORIES 

★ ★ ★Scopes, Targets, Traps, Lubricants 

— the latest in accessories. 

We feel that once you compare the facts 
and features of RWS Airgun products, they 
will be your choice for years of shooting 
enjoyment. 

See your local dealer, ask for RWS by 
name, and for more detailed information 
send $1.00 to address below for our 1984 
Olympic Year issue of “RWS Precision 
Airgun Products”. 



Dqnamil Nobel 


DYNAMIT NOBEL OF AMERICA INC. 

105 Stonehurst Court, Northvale, New Jersey 07647 



COMBAT 
WEAPONCRAFT 


by Ken Hackathorn 

Pro-Shot Timer 



NEARLY every shooting discipline 
requires the practice of firing shots at a 
target within a certain time frame. In 
the course of training and practicing for 
combat pistol shooting, the need for 
accurate and reliable timing devices re¬ 
mains part of the routine. I have been 
testing one of the finest timing devices 
currently available. The “Pro-Shot 
Timer” is perfect for both competition 
and practice. 

This new product precisely mea¬ 
sures your cumulative shooting speed 
as each shot is fired. A large digital 
display shows your time. Each Pro- 
Shot Timer is very compact and com¬ 
pletely portable, attaching to your belt 
or pocket by means of a steel belt clip. 
Dimensions are 5.25 inches tall, four 
inches wide and two inches deep. 
Weight is only 12 ounces. The Pro- 
Shot Timer runs on one alkaline nine- 
volt battery. 

To use the Pro-Shot Timer, just turn 
on the side-mounted start switch. Press 
the start button, wait for the start tone 
and begin shooting. An internal elec¬ 
tronic timer starts the instant the tone 
sounds. After each shot, the digital dis¬ 
play will show your updated times. The 
display can be easily read in all daylight 
conditions, including bright sunlight. 


Accurate timing in training — 
facilitated by the Pro-Shot Timer — 
is essential to good scores. 

The Pro-Shot times your shot within 
an accuracy of 1/100 of a second. For 
IPSC events, the Pro-Shot Timer is an 
extremely helpful item. 

For the vastly popular Comstock- 
timed shooting events, the Pro-Shot 
Timer is the ideal answer. In the 1983 
IPSC National Championships, it 
made many of the complex Comstock 
shooting stages simple to administer. 
Later at the 1983 World Shoot VI, the 
Pro-Shot Timer enabled reliable, accu¬ 
rate timing of the many timed events. It 
also acquitted itself well in the 1983 
SOF Three Gun Match in Las Vegas. 
To date, all clubs and shooting organi¬ 
zations using the Pro-Shot have found 
it ideal. 

Most important, the Pro-Shot is 
helpful for practice and training. Mere¬ 
ly attach the Pro-Shot to your belt, 
push the start button and start shooting 
on the signal. From single shots to ex¬ 
otic multiple-target exercises, the Pro- 
Shot Timer will show you how much 
time is being used. 

Continued on page 111 
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From Choate Machine and Tool 





BLACK PLASTIC 


EXTENSION $19.95 
FOLDING STOCK $67.95 



PISTOL GRIP STOCK $45 


TOP FOLDING STOCK 



RTS ALL T/C PISTOLS, CONVERTING IT INTO A LIGHT, COMPACT RIFLE. YOU MUST HAVE A 16" 
BARREL TO MAKE IT LEGAL. WE ALSO OFFER A BARREL EXTENSION TO FIT THE 14” BARRELS TO 
MAKE IT LEGALLY 16”. 


MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 


$69.95 

'REM 870 • WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 * MOSS 
HI-STANDARD 


SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIP 



$15.95 

REM 870 * ITHACA 37 • WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 • MOSS 500 
HI-STANDARD $15.95 


7 SHOT 18” BRL. 8 SHOT 20” BRL. 
REM 870/1100 
BROWNING A5 
WIN 1200 * S&W 3000 


$22 


9 SHOT 22” BRL. 
REM 870/1100 


$32 


10 SHOT 26” BRL. 

REM 870/1100 
WIN 1200 

S&W 3000 &C00 

SLING BASE CLAMP 



MINI STAINLESS 
OWNERS NITEX FOLDER 

$79.95 


FOLDING STOCK FOR 
MINI-14 • .30 CARBINE • 10/22 

IVER JOHNSON • U.S. CARBINE 
ALSO AVAILABLE UNIVERSAL 

$67.95 


SPECIFY WHICH FIREARM 





MADE WITH UNBREAKABLE 
DUPONT* 21TEL 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR 10/22 nc 

10/22 HAND GUARD $>9.^0 


ONE PIECE MINI-STOCK 
$44.95 

ALSO U.S. CARBINE Ml 
ALSO FOR UNIVERSAL 

10/22 FLASHIDER $14.95 


SIDE FOLDING STOCK KIT 



ORANGE HIGH VISIBILITY 
SHELL FOLLOWER 


WITH RUBBER RECOIL PAD 
FOR WIN 1200 - RANGER 120 
REM 870 • S&W 3000 
COMES WITH FOREND 
(PLEASE SPECIFY) 


$3 


REM 870/1100 • WIN 1200 
M37— S&W 3000 

This follower will protect the 
compressed spring in a full magazine 
from jamming. 


VENTILATED HANDGUARD 


BLACK PLASTIC 
MINI-14 $8 

10/22 $9.95 

CARBINE STEEL $8 


PLASTIC PISTOL GRIP STOCKS FOR SHOTGUNS 

$45 



BAYONET LUGS 

rA„ 


BENELLI 
& SPAS 

$50 


FORENDS FOR SHOTGUNS $9.95 


WIN 1200 - RANGER 120 • MOSS 500-600 
ITHACA 37 * REM 870 • REM 1100-$20 
BLACK PLASTIC FORENDS-MORE CONTROL — NON SLIP 
REM 1100 — $20 


MUST USE FLASHIDER 
AS SHOWN 

$22 $25 
BLUE STAINLESS 

USES U.S. M-16 BAYONET 



NIGHT FINING- 8Ult * NITEX 


S.W.A.T. COMBAT 

FLASH SUPPRESSORS 
AND FRONT SIGHT UNIT 
RUGER MINI-14 
FLASH SUPPRESSOR 8 
FRONT SIGHT UNIT 
BLUE $30 

NITEX & STAINLESS $33 
10/22 FLASHIDER $14.95 



“WOOLEY-BUGAR" 
FOLDING BIPOD 




UZI $189.90 
AR 15 $159.90 
MINI-14 $159.90 
H&K $189.90 
FN $209.95 


ARMSON O.E.G. 

FASTEST SIGHT DAY OR NIGHT 

YOU USE BOTH YOUR EYES 
AT THE SAME TIME • JUST PUT THE RED 
DOT ON TARGET AND SHOOT. 


NEW .22 GROOVED RECEIVER MODELS $74.95 
AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS * CARBINES • ASSAULT 
RIFLES • HANDGUNS 


FITS MINI-14 — AR-15 
H&K 91 93 MIA+N FAL 


*48 


BLACK NON-SLIP RUBBER 

EXTENDED 
NON-SLIP 
BUTT PLATE 

*15 


^3 


ALL STEEL LOCKS 
OPEN & CLOSED 



1-505/821-4946 

$4.00 Shipping Each Stock 
$2.00 Each Other Items 

SEND S2 FOR 40 PAGE CATALOG 


7201 AVENIDA LA COSTA NE • ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109 
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12 Issues of SOF 
Yours For $24.95 

(SAVE 30% OFF One-Year Single-Copy Price) 

Yes! Sign me up for one year of action and adventure for only $24.95.1 save 
30% off the one-year single-copy price. 

Name-—-- 

Address- 

City_State-Zip- 

XCSD5 

□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds Only) 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 

Card #___Exp. Date- 

Signature_ 

A Gift to SOF 
1 Year for $22.95 

(SAVE 36% OFF One-Year Single-Copy Price) 
Given By: 

Name- 

Address- 

City_State-Zip- 

□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds Only) 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 

Card #___Exp. Date--- 

Send To: 

Name--- 

Address_.__ 

City____State-Zip- 

XCSG5 

A Gift to SOF 
1 Year for $22.95 

(SAVE 36% OFF One-Year Single-Copy Price) 
Given By: 

Name ---- : -- 

Address--- 

City___——— State-Zip- 

P Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds Only) 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 

Card # ____Exp. Date--— 

Send To: 

Name-—--- 

t 

Address--- 

City , -State-Zip- 

18 SOLRIER OF FORTUNE XCSG5 



3 : 'b i iIh '-.’.I VI I'l.i I !■ 131 IJIiTr- 


Take advantage of this special offer — 
the first subscription at $24.95+ la 
savings of 30% off the one year 
single-copy price), each additional gift is 
$22.95. (save 36% off the one year 
single-copy price). 


What's more, we'll send a gift card to 
your recipient announcing that a year 
action and adventure from Sotdier ot 
Fortune is on it’s way. 


All you need to do is fill out the coupon 
and your gift subscription and card will 
be on the way. 


SOF 

Dept. Christmas Gill 
P.Q, Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


(Please allow 6-8 w-eeks for the 
subscription to begin,) 


SOPS GUARANTEE 
OF SATISFACTION 


If any issue of SOF fails to live up to 
your standards of excellence* or you 
wish to cancel for any reason, yon may 
do so — and receive a full refund for all 
unmailed issues. 


{Otter Kxpires 6/3A/85J 
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What belter than a gear's worth of 
action and adventure. 

You've been I here w ith us for ail Hie 
action and adventure SQF brings each 
month, and now in your chance to In inf* 
your pal along. By giving an SOI 4 ’ gift 
subscription, your buddy wiJi he there 
too ... with the professionals ... on the 
front line. 

For years the S()F r profess in nuts have 
pulled together to bring you 2he real 
truth — not secondhand but firsthand 
— by going and doing. Apd (be coining 
year, our tenth, will Ik no exception. 

By giving a gift subscription to SOI\ 
you and your friend will be whci^e (lie 
action is with our *\4 Team 5 ’ of 
professionals: f 

Robert K. Brown 
Dale Dye 
Pete Kokalis 
John Donovan 

Give a gilt that can’t be matched. Sign 
your buddy up today! 
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BATTLE FOR HUE — TET 1968. 
By Keith William Nolan. Presidio 
Press, Dept. SOF, 31 Pamaron 
Way, Novato CA 94947. 190 pp. 
$14.95. Review by Dale Andrade. 

H OUSE-to-house combat is slow 
and terrifying. Few wars in U.S. history 
have forced American soldiers to know 
the dread of urban combat. Vietnam, 
with its jungles and rice paddies was 
the last place one would expect such 
fighting to occur. 

In early n 1968, the North Vietnamese 
and Viet Cong simultaneously attack¬ 
ed the major cities in South Vietnam. 
They were repulsed with heavy losses 
everywhere but in the city of Hue, the 
ancient imperial capital of Vietnam for 
21 centuries. 

On 30 January, 6,000 battle- 
hardened NVA regulars from the 4th, 
5th and 6th Regiments marched four 
abreast in parade formation across the 
canal bridges on the city’s southern 
outskirts. Entrenching themselves 
within the city, the communists 
blunted all counterattacks by the 
South Vietnamese army. The U.S. 
Marines were asked to retake Hue. 
Fighting from house to house, they 
paid dearly for every yard. The human 
toll was tremendous. U.S. officials re¬ 
ported 142 Marines killed along with 
384 ARVN troops. North Vietnamese 
losses were estimated at 8,000 dead. 

In his book, Battle for Hue, Nolan 
captures the heroism and determina¬ 
tion of the Marines in their battle to 
wrest the city from the tenacious grasp 
of the communists. Nolan interviewed 
36 veterans of Hue, weaving the narra¬ 
tive into a fast-paced, lucid account of 
that bitter battle. 

One of the veterans interviewed was 
Sergeant Dale Dye. Before he became 
SOFs executive editor, Dye made his 
way to Vietnam where he was caught 
up in the battle to recapture Hue. Dur¬ 
ing the fighting, Dye was seriously 
wounded but recovered to fight 
another day. 

After the city had been recaptured, 
irrefutable evidence of communist 
atrocities was unearthed. Thousands 
of bodies were found in mass graves — 



all executed as “enemies of the peo¬ 
ple.” Many believed this to be a fab¬ 
rication devised to cover up civilian 
deaths resulting from the “hysterical” 
use of American firepower. Nolan 
gives the lie to this ridiculous charge 
with contrary evidence throughout his 
book. 

Books abound about the Vietnam 
War, many of them personal acounts 
which shed little light on the conflict, 
but few deal specifically with the battle 
for Hue. Nolan’s work is not an empir¬ 
ical study of the battle and its place in 
the war as a whole and like other such 
works, Battle for Hue relies on the 
memories of men who were caught up 
in the heat of battle, their recollections 
tainted by the excitement of the day. 

We need more detailed works on 
major engagements of the war in order 
to begin to revise arid balance Amer¬ 
ica’s lopsided view of our involvement 
in Southeast Asia. Battle for Hue is a 
step in the right direction. To his credit, 
Nolan keeps the individual accounts 
within the context of the overall battle, 
making this a good reference book for 
those wanting to use Battle for Hue 
as a source for further research. 

This is one of the best interview 
accounts I have read about the Viet¬ 
nam War. Nolan has followed the ex¬ 
ample of the handful of authors who 
have begun a serious examination of 
the Vietnam War unencumbered by 
emotionalism. Pick this one up and 
add it to your library. ^ 


□ KIDS CAMOUFLAGE- 


Kaufman’s has a great selection of kids 
camouflage. Choose from: U" ' 

O Kid’s Camouflage T-Shlrt-50% cottom'50% 

polyester S, M, l... $6,08/each. 

D Kid’s Camouflage Kaufman T-ShJrt-same 
A camouflage shirt as above but with the Kaufman 
Soldier logo siikscreeneti on it (Wear our name* 

( ► save some money). S, M, L... $5.00/each. 


! □ Kid’s Camouflage Fatigue BDU Style-These 
fatigues are styled exactly like the real military 
ones!! The pants have 6 pockets, drawstring cuffs 
and a pull-tab waist. The shirts have 4 huge pockets. 
Genuine US military Woodland Pattern cloth of . 
I 50% cotton/50% nylon. These clothes ara military Jjj 
l tough and we bet will outlast by far anything else \ 
* in your kid's closet. Made in USA, of course. 

~i 6 Pocket Pants-(Size 4. 6, 8.10, .12.14, 



16.18—If your child is slim and Size 8 or 
larger tell us-we carry products of 2 different 


manufactures and one is cut slimmer) . 
..516.00/eacti. 

□ 4 Pocket Jackel-(Sizes-XS (4-6); S (8-10); 

M (12-14); L (16-18), 518.00/each. 

□ Set(Jacket and Pants) $34.00 



C □ Kid’s Camouflage Fatigues Commander Style-These fatigues are fine 

quality clothing made in the USA. Butyo.u can save money from the BDU 
C style because they have Ipsf features. The pants are jeans,style with 

-ru- I 


O □ 2 Pocket Shirts ..,. '.Ill _ _ 

S n Set (pants and shirt) $27.00 


. J.S14.I 

$14.50/each. 




* □ Micro Precision 8x21 Binoculaijr^-^rTT^^ 

, fits in the palm of your hand!! *—pr^p]yy^«IFT 





It looks like a toy - but ours is a state of the 
art. micro binocular with sterling optical quali¬ 
ty. Manufactured by Brunton (the firm that 
has supplied the precision M2 compass to the 
US military since the 1940’sj.our binocular 
weighs less than 9 ounces and measures a 
mere 2 3/4" x 4". Yet its 8 power magnifica¬ 
tion provides the clarity and detail found in 
- mucfl lar 9 0r < and ri° re expensive) binoculars. 

, (S—It's relatively narrow. Held allows the user to 
I locate targets almost immediately. 

• Rubber coated armour makes the binocular water repeliant 
, shockproof. Each binocular comes complete with a carrying case which 




l can be worn,on the belt and is warranted for 1 year by Brunton. 

Kaufman's is certain you’If be both pleased and amazed'at the quality 
! and effectiveness of this binocular If you’re not completely satisfied 
I return it to us fora full refund plus a $5.00 credit which may be applied 
I towards any of our merchandise at any time. 

' Choose: Camouflage rubber armoured or Black rubber armeured. 

B List price . $l20.00/each. 

[ Kaufman’s price $99.95/each. 
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__ m , Two great things about our ties: 

they’re made especially lor us in the USA 
from genuine Gl woodland camo material of 50% 
cotton/50% nylon so they can ha washed cr dry cleaned. 
Second, they go equally well with anything in your wardrobe, 
from your most formal blue pin stripe suit tc your Hawaiian 
shirt with the funny looking fishes on it. 

Choose from: Pointed end (traditional and conservative) or 
Straight End (punk and iconoclastic).. . $9.95/each; 

2 for $18.95. 


©□ Ranger Combat Cap-Woodland 

•“Camouflage —latest Army issue. 

® This wlnteiweight cap features lined flaps which 
can fold out to keep your ears warm and luck into 
u the hat when the weather’s balmy Sizes run small. 
fiE Also available In Oihre Drab (00) Green. 

QSizes: 7.7 1/4,7-1/2,7-3/4 . $9.00/each. 



■ Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kaufman's Ex- 

elusive): 2 Gl stainless steel tags specially treated to be non-glare flat 
»i black plus 2 black (4" arid 24") ball chains I.S5.00/set 


GENUINE Gl 




i DRegulation Gl DogTags- ( 

r,set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 stainless / t***2<s**> 

Jl chains (4"and 24").sa.QO/eech 

” Want us to print Ihem? WE'LL PRINT ANY* ^ 

THING up to 6 lines ara) 15 spaces per line 

W DPrintfrig ,. . only $1.00 per teg ($2.00 par sal) 


□Dog Tag Silencers * black, non-glare rubber bumpers lor 

tags $t.00/pa ir 


HAPPY, HOLIDAYS 


Kaufman’s West 

ARMY&NAVYGOOD** 

1660 Eubank ME Albuquerque, NM 87112 

# # m m m # » m m m #«»»• » ■< 
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□ Commando 
Sweater- 

This is the famous British Commando 
Sweater (Wooly Pully) adopted by the US 
Military. The natural 100% wool fiber 
content makes the sweater super warm, 
the lonp cut and tight knit ribbed design 
makes n wind proof. Sleeve and shoulder 
patches provide protection at abrasion 
points. Specify size: 34, 36, SB, 40, 
42, 44 , 48 , 48 539 7S/MCh 

Ch ooic from: 

G Olive Grab (00) Green Crawneck 

{USMC Approved) 

□ Bitck V Heck with epaulets and name 
plate area on breast (US Army Approved) 

□ Btack Crawneck (no epaulets or name 
plate area) 

□ Camouflage 

[□ Commando Sweater - Commercially 

made - patterned after the Gl ones, these are commercially 
made in easy care 100% acrylic. Although they are copies, they are 
• constructed surprisingly true to the all wool ones, complete with 
I sleeve and shoulder patches. Choose between: Olive Drab (OD) 
Green or Black. Specify Size: S, M, L, XL $21.75/each. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


□Special Forces Green Beret - Jaunty and 

daring and ciassy — like the professional’s who wear them. These are 
tts of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all miii- 
tary specs. Made expressly tor us by the prime 
govern ment contractor Also available: 
Official headgear for: 

G Airborne Quitted (Maroon) 

□Ringer Commando* (Stack) 
□Artlftwy A Guardian Angefa (Red) 
□Commando Drew (Camouflage) 
Sizes-6 7/6 to 7% 

(Not sure ot head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where 
you wear your hat. We’ll send the right one.) S13.75/aach 





■ Military Goods Catalog —Genuine military 

clothing, gear and equipment within emphasis on camouflage. 
See details on these and many more related items SI .00/each. 
Free with order. 


I □ Angle Head Flashlite- 

This is the heavy duty 

olive drab plastic flashlight issued to all military 
The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender for 
hands free operation; operates on 2 standard 0 cell 
batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb 
Brand new, sold in the Gl box.. . 

$6.50/each; 2 for $12.25. 




We’re America’s 
Army & Navy Store!! m 




□ Drill Instmctor/Smokey the 

BfiSr Hat— Formally called the Campaign Hat, 
this is a really fme quality pressed felt headpiece. 

A hat with character. No one who wears it 
escapes a personality change- An uncon- * 
trotiaWe urge te shout orders oi heap abuses, 
pursue flamers or write traffic tickets. Let your true ~ 
or wistful self be heard. Sizes: 6-7/8 to 7-3/4 . $19,75/cach, 

□ Genuine Leather Chin Strap $ 2 .oo/each. 

□ torn Hat Coni (as shown) .. . tt.OO/eacfi. 

(Specify color: silver, gold metallic, black/gold, metallic, yellow, red or 
light blue). 


□ Distress Marker 1 
Rescue Strobe Light— 

[I This is a high intesily strobe beacon which 
penetrates r^jrj and tog and is visible for 
I distances up to 15 mites. Standard pilot 
survival gear, this light is about the size ot 
a pack of cigarettes (r" x Z ’ x 4 V?'’) yet 
if puts out a dazzling whitewash (250.000 
lumens) 50 times per minute forup to 9 hours. 
The unit is waterproof and shockproof. Sold 
complete wtth case and 1 battery . $39.5Gteach. 

Replacement Batteries for Strobe Light 
,$5.00/each; 3 lor $12.00 


GENUINE Gl 



nUSAF Flight Jacket- 



BIG DEAL Savings 

(Thru Jan. 15,1985) 

Well-We’re still not trying to be the cheapest; 
customer service costs money and Kaufman’s is still 
the friendliest and easiest to deal with. But, this year 
we bought extra big on selected items so that we 
could save money in our volume purchase. We’re 
passing that savings onto our customers thru 
Jan. 15th. 1985. 

Wherever you see the BIG DEAL indication on the 
items in this ad you can save BIG. But hurry, we 
cannot guarantee supplies if the holiday rush is 
much greater than anticipated. 


□ M-B5 Field Jackets- 

This is the basic issue combat jacket. 

Designed for complete utility, these water- 
repellent and windproof jackets feature: 

4 super large utility pockets; gussetted 
back for complete mobility and freedom 
of movement; epaulets; adjustable cuffs 
and collar; drawstnng waistband; hidden 
hood In collar. Brand new, of course. 

Sizes are xs, S, M. L, XL. Long length* 
are available in Olive Drab (OD) Green 
and Camouflage, Woodland pattern] 
only, if you're unsure ot your size, telij 
us your chest measurement when order¬ 
ing, XS-L .. $55.0Q/flaeh; 

XL & all long lengths S60.50/eart; 

Xldong.$85.00/eacfc. 

Choose from: □ Olive Drab (DO) Green 

□ Camoullage. Woodland Pattern (latest Gi issue to Army) 

□ Desert fcn - (NATO issue), □ Camouflage, Tiger Stripe- 
(Commercially made in a US mill to military specs). 


■ M-65 liner - Genuine GI - designed to quickly and easily 
button into M 65 Jacket to provide complete warmth by sealing in the 
body heat Brand New XS,S. M L. $19.0O/eiCli;XL $2Q.5Q/cach 


□ US Navy Cold Weather Deck Jackets 

Type A2-The$e jackets feature windproof 
cuff and hip closures plus a full zipper 
front with button overclosure. The 
Olive Drab (OD) green shell is 50% 
cotton/50% nylon This blend allows 
the jacket to be water-repellent (not water¬ 
proof) white at the same time it has the 
softness of the natural fibre. It is lined 
with double face pile in both the body 
and sleeves. It sports two hip pockets 
and a breast pocket with snap closure. 

The Deck Jacket is cut slightly below the 
waist so large or fall persons will find it LI 5 J 
quite comfortable. L lSt»5f _ T j 

XS, S, M, L. . S47.?5/MCh;XL... $5Q.75/eiS)0(Cr. '$fi2.75te*eb, 

^ Specify Olive Drab (00) Green or Woodland Camo Shell. 

□ Watch Cap, 100% Wool- 

This Is the genuine Gl, tightly knit, and all 
wool watch cac. Used by commandos and 
1 troops alike, this tightly knit cap fits snug on 
any size head for maximum warmth on ex¬ 
tended cold weather operations Sides can roll down to protect ears. 
Choose between dark blue/black (Navy Seal or Marine Recon teams) 
or OD (olive drab; army) . . $ 6 .00/each. 


We’re Not The Cheapest!! But Then, We’re 

Not Trying To Be. over 66 pears Ihe Kaufman name has 
ram I’esDKlel ku aiming me imgy m geounG ftUfry £»(!& nmj ci- 
■SJgriLj Him commitment X> Wsr i;ilb Stiver r* lijgcmjary Opr wrvire 
ptf cy nx.ins. 

* All in EJ«k items are shipped no later than the next business day 
'egoless of whether you pay by check, money order, credit card 
or C □ £> (There is a C 0 D lee ol $4 00 In addition lo the regular 

shipping 

• lab toteptaona iws d*rcl la Customs/ Service Department 
We'Ii mlii only h gad to fake \Qu\ proas (every firm with an 800 
njTtxi will rtfr Thai i but we II .i*sa in happy to answer yw dues 
Ions YOTiBlhB? you re ullngto .ie>. atari am iracra/riise or me 
stoiui ul ir. Linii r itu pitted we gua-ameti liwfly courteous ser¬ 
vice 

No. we're not the cheapest But you gel what you pay tor If you order 
the cheapest you may wait a long time tor delivery ot something you 
may ultimately be unhappy with If you order Irom Kaufman's you'll 
see why top quality merchandise and lirst rate service (with a 
Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze Ihe most 
value oul ol every dollar you spend 




These flight jackets are 
issued to military fliers and 
are designated Type MAt for 
Intermediate Cold. (This 
means that it is the medium 
weight jacket, designed tor 
comfort in a temperature zone 
of about 20 ° to 55 °F). Look 
for the military designation, 
sizes and stock numbers 
inside the left pocket. The 
outer shell and lining are 1 00% 
nyton making the jacket com 
_ pietely wind and waterproof. The 
interlining is 100% polyester fibertill for 
the highest degree of warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible; outside 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 
orange. It features: two hip pockets outside as well as inside, sewn pen 
and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 
sleeve. This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and it 
happens to be the latest lashton trend. 

Specify: Sige Green or Blue Shel Regular Length Only. 

Sizes: XS.S.M.L .. . $46.75/each; XL, $51.50/each 


■ Brand New!! Flight Jackets in Black and 
Woodland Camouflage - Exact in every detail to the ge 

nume Gl MAI jackets above, manufactured by the same government 
conUactor. to military specs: with reversible orange linings The Black 
nylon shelled jackets leature a gold zipper and the Woodland Camo 
jackets are made from genuine Gl cloth of 50% colton/50% nylon 
Sizes XS, S. M. L, . S48.75/eich;XL.S53.50/eIch; 


□ USAF Heavyweight 
Flight Jacket- Type n?b 

This is the warmest flight jacket that 
the military issues. It features full pile 
hood which drapes over the shoulders 
when not needed. This is the cold 
weather version of the Intermediate 
Weight Flight Jacket Type MAI lea 
tured elsewhere in this ad.This jacket 
is designed for subfreezing temper 
atures. Waterproof and Windprool 
S.M.L $87.75/eich; XL 595.75 


IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 



Guaranteed Delivery by 
Christmas if Your Order is 
Received by December 18, 
1985 on all instock items- 

That’s right, if we receive (by telephone or in the 
mail) your order by December 18th we’li guarantee 
you receive your order by Christmas, it we fail to 
deliver on that promise well credit you every penny 
you spent in your order (excluding shipping) toward 
your next purchase. That means you keep the 
merchandise for free if you don’t receive your 
order by Christmas. 

To qualify for this guarantee, you must: 

1- mark on your envelope or tell the customer 
service representative that the “ORDER NEEDED BY 
CHRISTMAS'*. 

2 - have the order shipped to any location in the 
continental U.S. (Sony, Alaska and Hawaii and 
possessions require an addition 8 business days). 

3- order an item that is in stock. If we have scfld 
out on an item because of unanticipated demand, 
we will issue a raincheck at the sale price (or if not 
on sale, at a special discount). We suggest you call 
our customer service department toiffree if you are 
ordering near the deadline, to determine availability. 
Or, send us your telephone number so that we can 
inform you of any problems. 


CHAPPY HOLIDAYS 


SHIPPING COSTS 

Please include appropriate shipping costs fmm chart below with 
each order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, 
insurance and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00. .$300 

Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 3.75 

Orders from $20.01 to 35 00 4,50 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5 25 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 6 25 

Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 .. 7 25 

Orders ovei $90.00 q qO 

Canadian Orders-Sand Double Amounl indicated. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800*545-0933; CALL MON-SAT 8:45-7, SUN 12-5 (Mountain Time) ttm 
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FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Southpaw Subgun? 


THE Bergmann MP 34/1 and Steyr- 
Solothurn MP34 submachine guns 
share little in common with each other 
except for their designations, which in¬ 
dicate the year (1934) of introduction 
and adoption, respectively. Berg- 
mann’s submachine gun, unlike the 
more conventional Steyr-Solothurn 
and most others introduced during the 
period between 1918 and 1936 — 
probably best described as the stodgy 
era of submachine gun development 

— was surely the strangest fish to ever 
swim the calm, stagnant Sargasso Sea 
epoch of the SMG development. 

Designed by Theodor Emil Berg¬ 
mann at his factory in Germany, with 
application for patent filed on 6 July 
1932, early prototypes were made by 
the end of the year at the Schultz and 
Larsen facilities in Otterup, Denmark. 
In 1934 Bergmann’s son and Dietrich 
Stahl founded the Theodor Bergmann 
Co. GmbH, in Berlin to produce his 
late father’s submachine gun. How¬ 
ever, actual production was subcon¬ 
tracted to Carl Walther of Zella-Mehlis, 
somewhat like Colt’s manufacturing 
the original 15,000 Model 1921 
Thompson submachine guns for Auto 
Ordnance. By the middle of 1935, 
2,000 units had been produced and 
sold, principally to Bolivia and the Ger¬ 
man police. 

Modifications introduced in 1935 re¬ 
sulted in a designation change to 
MP35/I. Both long (12.6 inches) and 
short (7.8 inches) barreled versions of 
this model were produced and used 
during the Spanish Civil War. It was 
also sold to Ethiopia and marked with 
the Sun Lion crest It was adopted by 
Sweden as the M/39 in 1939. 

As WWII began, a German govern¬ 
ment contract for the short-barreled 
version (33 inches in overall length) 
was obtained with manufacturing 
license given to Junker und Ruh, A. -G, 
(secret manufacturers’ code: #t ajf’), in 
Karlsruhe, Germany. During the entire 
five-year period of the war no more 
than 40,000 MP35/I submachine guns 
were produced. It’s easy to see why. 
The MP35/I bolt group is a machinist’s 
nightmare and the quality of external 
and internal fit and finish was main¬ 
tained at the very highest pre-war 
levels until the last day of its limited 
production run in 1945. 

It is commonly believed that the en¬ 
tire WWII production run of the MP35/ 
1 was for the Waffen SS. This is, of 
course, the touch of Midas on any Nazi 
period collectible. Several authors 
have gone so far as to state that most of 
these MP35/Is are marked on the re¬ 
ceiver body with the double runes of 
the SS. I have examined close to a 
dozen MP35/I submachine guns in the 
United States, Austria and Germany 

— no mean feat, as specimens in any 
condition are few and far between. 
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The MP35/I submachine gun was 
designed by Theodor Bergmann and 
manufactured by Junkers. Contrary 
to popular belief, this unusual and 
innovative weapon was never used 
by the Waffen SS. 



None of them carried SS markings of 
any kind. All, like mine, were marked 
with the eagle “L” police-acceptance 
stamp on the receiver body above the 
magazine well. 

In 1936 the nationalization of the 
German police system was completed 
under the supervision of Heinrich 
Himmler. Since he also controlled the 
Waffen SS, it takes but a small stretch 
of the fevered imagination of the aver¬ 
age collector of Nazi memorabilia to 
garble whatever meager information is 
available on this subject. Furthermore, 
I have seen but two firearms (both 98k 
rifles), in all these many years, with SS 
runes on the buttstock — and they 
remain highly suspect to me. Weapons 
procured for the Waffen SS were 
marked with the same Waffenamt 
stempel (military acceptance stamp) 
used on material accepted for use by 
the Heei\ Luftwaffe and Kriegsmanne 
(Army, Air Force and Navy). 

I have never seen even one photo¬ 
graph of Waffen SS troops in a combat 
environment armed with the MP35/1. 
As the fighting elite of the German 
military, the Waffen SS was always 
armed with the very best weaponry 
and equipment. They got what they 
wanted in every regard; i.e., they most 


often chose the Browning HiPower 
with its larger magazine capacity over 
the P38 pistol. Now, who in his right 
mind would choose an unwieldly 10.5- 
pound (loaded) clunker like the MP35/ 
I over the MP38/40 series submachine 
gun? No doubt about it — the MP35/I 
was issued only to German police units 
and other internal security organiza¬ 
tions responsible to the Minister of the 
Interior. 

Be that as it may, the Bergmann 
submachine gun presents us with 
some fascinating and unique features. 
With the exception that it is blowback- 
operated and fires from the open bolt 
at a cyclic rate of 650 rpm, there is little 
that is mundane about the MP35/I. 
The Bergmann’s retracting system is 
both peculiar and complex. The re¬ 
tracting handle is located at the rear of 
the receiver body. It does not move 
during the firing cycle. It is attached to 
the receivers end cap assembly and a 
single lugged tube which recesses into 
the bolt body. Retraction of the bolt is 
performed in the same manner as the 
cocking of a bolt-action rifle, i.e., the 
bolt handle is rotated 90 degrees up¬ 
ward, retracted rearward three inches, 
shoved forward and rotated back to 
the horizontal position. While there is 
little chance for debris to enter the sys¬ 
tem, the trade-off is an unacceptable 
increase in mechanical complexity. 

The bolt body contains a spring- 
loaded, floating firing pin which is 8.5 
inches in length! The recoil spring is 
attached to a steel collar, both of which 
ride over the rear portion of the firing 
pin. By means of a rotating cam lo¬ 
cated at the bottom of the bolt, the 
firing pin is allowed to protrude 
through the bolt face only after the bolt 
has gone into battery. The firing pin 
can be driven forward only after the 
cam strikes against the end of a long, 
shallow groove milled into the bottom 
of the receiver tube. As the cam is ro¬ 
tated rearward, its top section pivots 
against a recess cut into the firing pin 
and thrusts it forward to ignite the 
primer. A similar system is found on 
the Italian Beretta Model 1938A sub¬ 
machine gun. 

There is no selector switch on the 
Bergmann. There are instead two trig¬ 
gers. Pulling the forward trigger half¬ 
way to the rear results in semiauto- 

Continued on page 139 
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Tropical Armor 

by ® 



... for the Man in the Trenches 

If you want to know what a piece of equipment is really 
worth, ask the Man in the Trenches. He knows exactly, 
because he pays for it in real terpns — in personal com¬ 
mitment and energy. 

By his measure most body armor is worthless. The 
cost it exacts in weight and discomfort exceeds what he 
is willing to invest. So, eventually, he discards it. 

But now there is Silent Partner Tropical Armor, and 
the Man in the Trenches finally has something he can 
cost-justify in his own terms. A single wide Level 1+ 
unit weighs just a pound and a half. And the mesh 
carrier is so much cooler and more comfortable than 
ordinary strap-on carriers that it must be experienced 
to be believed. 

The protection Silent Partner Tropical Armor offers is 
also something he considers worth having. At every 
rating level Silent Partner Armor is stronger than fed¬ 
eral standards require. 

And, most importantly, Silent Partner Armor is modu¬ 
lar— a design concept we invented. That means you 
can start with the lightest and least expensive Silent 
Partner unit and scale it up into anything the situation 
requires — even hard armor capable of stopping as¬ 
sault rifle fire — just by adding components. 

The Man in the Trenches will no longer face the ab¬ 
surd problem of deciding whether he is sufficiently at 
risk to be miserable in inflexible old-fashioned armor. 
With Silent Partner he can simply decide what level of 
armor the situation calls for. 

And all this innovation and excellence actually costs 
less than the armor the Man in the Trenches has re¬ 
jected, You can afford to provide him the protection he 
needs in the form he will accept whether you are equip¬ 
ping the most budget-strapped three-man police depart¬ 
ment or outfitting an airborne division. 

Order today, or send $2.00 for our fully illustrated 
catalog of the entire Silent Partner line. You owe it to 
yourself. Especially if the Man in the Trenches is you. 



Rem. 230 gr. .45 ACP FMC 
Velocity: 836 FPS 
No armor layers penetrated 


S&W 125 gr. .38 Spl. Nyclad 
Velocity: 1,001 FPS 
No layers penetrated 


Fed. 123 gr. 9mm Para. FMC 
Velocity: 1,069 FPS 
Three layers penetrated 


W/W 40 gr. .22 Magnum JHP 
Velocity: 1,210 FPS 
Two layers penetrated 



Here's * rogue's gallery of rounds recovered from a standard nine-layer SILENT 
PARTNER insert under NILECi conditions. (A more detailed report, covering 
the full range of rounds tested, comes with your armor.) 
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□ AMEX □ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ MONEY ORDER 


SINGLE WIDE 
MODEL 
(Carrier and 
armor panels) 

BLACK O 
WHITE □ 
NAVY □ 

§ 





$129.85 ea. 

$ 


SMALL 

04*30 

MEDIUM 

13840) 

LARGE 

(4244) 

X-LARGE 

(4848) 

La. Res. add 7% Tax 

ENHANCED 
COVERAGE 
(Carrier and 
armor panels) 

BLACK O 
WHITE □ 
NAVY □ 






$159.85 ea. 

$ 


SMALL 

(34-36) 

MEDIUM 

13840) 

LARGE 

(42-44) 

X-LARGE 

14848) 

La. Res. add 7% 7a* 

DOUBLE WIDE 
(Carrier and 
armor panels) 

BLACK □ 
WHITE O 
NAVY □ 

* 





$184.85 ea. 

$ 


SMALL 

(34-30 

MEDIUM 

(3840) 

LARGE 

(4244) 

X LARGE 
(4848) 

La. Res. add 7% Tax 

EXTRA 

SINGLE WIDE 
CARRIER 

BLACK □ 
WHITE □ 
NAVY □ 

£ 





$ 29.95 ea. 

$ 


SMALL 

(34-36) 

MEDIUM 

(3840) 

LARGE 

(4244) 

X-LARGE 

(4648) 

La. Res. add 7% Tax 

Shipping S Handling 

85.00 

EXTRA 
ENHANCED/ 
DOUBLE WIDE 
CARRIER 

BLACK □ 
WHITE 
NAVY □ 

£ 





$ 34.95 ea. 

$ 


SMALL 

(34-30 

MEDIUM 

(3840) 

LARGE 

(4244) 

X-URGE 

M648) 

TOTAL 
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A SPECIAL 


HOLIDAY OFFER 


Check the ‘‘Special Holiday Offer” box on the order form and 
deduct 20% from any order over $50! It is our way of saying, “Have 
a good holiday!” ORDER NOW as this offer expires on January 1, 
1985. No Holiday Discount on wholesale orders. 


1985 MILITARY HISTORY CALENDAR 

by Raymond Lyman 

War veterans, history buffs, world citizens: this unique, 
attractive calendar was written for you! Each and every dgy 
features a military event in modern history covering every 
major war, decade and area of the globe. And 57 photos, 
rare and famous, show battles, weaponry and notorious 
fighters. Which great event in history happened theday you 
were born? Here are more interesting facts than you've 
ever before seen assembled. Learn something new each 
day. 12 x 13, B&W. $8.95 
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mu 
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CHINA'S NINJA CONNECTION 

by Li Hsing 

At last, the forerunners of the Japa¬ 
nese Ninja and Korean Hwa Rang 
warriors have come out of the shad¬ 
ows. The clan pf the Lin Kuei (Forest 
Demons) has endured since its birth 
in the forests of long-ago China. 
Masters of Survival, the Kuei incor¬ 
porate animal behavior in their 
deadly, no-nonsense fighting tech¬ 
niques known only to them—until 
now. S '/2 x 8%, hardcover, photos, 
160 pp. $16.95 


NINJA 

DEATH 

TOUCH 

A'i'i 


NINJA DEATH TOUCH 

by Ashida Kim 

Here are the secrets of the unholy 
science that kills with a wave of a 
hand! Certain Ninja practiced the 
Death Touch, a type of black 
medicine that destroys through 
manipulation of the body’s nervous, 
circulatory and Chi systems. Learn 
Dim Hsueh, Dim Ching arid the in¬ 
famous Dim Mak techniques. Illus¬ 
trated with step-by-step photos. 5 Vi 
x 8%, softcover, illus., 104 pp. 

$10.00 



UP YOURS! 

Advanced revenge techniques and 
original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even. Here are the meanest, 
nastiest pranks for snakelike sales¬ 
men, ragging relatives, nosey 
neighbors, and all those people you 
love to hate. Read Lip Yours! and 
start getting even today! 5% x 8te, 
hardcover, 220 pp. $12.95 



U.S. ARMY COUNTERTERRORISM 
MANUAL 

Now, restricted info on the counter¬ 
terrorism strategy of the U.S. Army 
Military Police School is available 
for the first time! This seven-step 
ops plan details intelligence gather¬ 
ing; threat analysis; physical and 
personal security; crises manage¬ 
ment; authority issues. Also assault 
tactics and hostage situation?. BY? x 
11, softcover, 130 pp. $14.95 


THE RUGER PISTOL EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

For the first time, conversion plans for a super-compact, 
selective-fire machine pistol! Turn your Roger Mark I or II 
into a fistful of power—without modifying the receiver or 
bolt group and using hand-built parts. This ingenious con¬ 
version fires from the original closed bolt system—making 
firing extremely accurate—and uses original trigger parts. 
The detachable auto tripper device can readily be removed 
for semiauto shooting only. Machinist's drawings, full- 
scale templates and photos accompany directions. 9 x 12, 
softcover, illus., 96 pp. $12.00 


NINJA 

secrets of 
INVISIBILITY 


£ 


NINJA SECRETS OF INVISIBILITY 

by Ashida Kim 

Like the Ninja warrior, you too can 
walk unobserved, penetrate for 
bidden areas unseen and depart at 
will without leaving a trace. The 
secrets of invisibility, combined 
with the deadly moves of Ninjilsu, 
can make you invincible. Over 170 
close-up photos show the moves 
which will make you the undenia¬ 
ble victor! 5’/5 x 8V4, softcover. pho¬ 
tos. 120 pp. $10.00 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government, and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty- tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
trom the simple to the elaborate. 5’A 
x 8%, hardcover, 192 pp. $12.95 


FALLOUT 

SURVIVAL 

BRUCE CLAYTON, pu n. 

A GUIDE TO 
RADIOLOGICAL 
DEFENSE 


FALLOUT SURVIVAL 
A Guide to Radiological Defense 

by Bruce Clayton, Ph.D. 

The first comprehensive book on 
how to measure fallout, this manual 
includes info previously known only 
to the military and Civil Defense offi¬ 
cials. Includes programs for a home 
computer, and info on equipment, 
taking readings, predicting exposure 
rates and more. 5Vi x 8 V?. softcover, 
photos, 180 pp. $12.00 



LEROY THOMPSON 


DEAD CLIENTS DON'T PAY 
The Bodyguard's Manual 

by Leroy Thompson 
Now, learn the business of body- 
guarding like it really is! Topics in¬ 
clude checking for auto tampering, 
home and office security, weapons' 
selection, assessing the threats and 
more. Illustrations detail car and 
grounds security. Here are the 
glamour, the guns, the facts of the 
trade. 5V4 x 8%, softcover, 120 pp. 

$10.00 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 

In every respect, except for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous 
Army Field Manual 31 -20. All illustrations and every one of 
the 535 pages of vital information are included. Chapters 
include intelligence, psych ops, raids and ambushes, 
communications, demolition, survival, improvised weap¬ 
onry and much, much more! 4*5, softcover, illus., 535 pp. 

$14.95 



I HATE YOU! 

An Angry Man's Guide to Revenge 

by M . Nelson Chunder 
Make fun where there is none and 
get your revenge at the samehme. In 
the same genre as Get Even and Up 
Yours, I Hale You! will ensure you 
get the last laugh! Humorous, yet 
effective, over one hundred sixty 
schemes show how to strike out at 
those who have done you dirty. 5 Vi x 
8 V 2 , hardcover, T82 Dp. $12.95 


THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Use this home workshop guide to convert your Mini into a 
selective-fire, silenced, S.W.A.T,-type weapon capable of 
field-clearing firepower. Provides complete workshop 
plans, 40 close-up photosand full-scale templates. This 
conversion process requiresno machining or special tools. 
Once completed, it takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book’s secret!) or remove it as 
needed. Also includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy 
caliber .223 silencer. 9 x 12, softcover, photos, templates, 
72 pp. $12.00 


COMBAT 

SURVIVAL 


COURSE NOTES 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

An extremely useful, complete man¬ 
ual on physical and combat survi¬ 
val, training and tactics. Contains 
rare info on evading and silencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
gathering, survival navigation, primi¬ 
tive medicine, evasion and escape, 
animal traps and much more! 0% x 
11, softcover, illus., 160 pp. $14.95 


DRAGONS 
A TOUCH 

r 


•LMnrjHA ns* ujng 


DRAGONS TOUCH 

by Master Hei Long 
Drop your opponent in ap instant 
with the deadly moves of the Drag¬ 
ons Touch, Immobilize or destroy 
yourfoe with high-impact blows to 
the body's most vulnerable areas 
Learn which angles to use in strik¬ 
ing 43 major target areas These 
pressure points are explicitly illus¬ 
trated. and 165 photos guide you in 
attacking each area with the moves 
of Lian Shi Kung Fu. 5 Vi x 8V?. soft- 
cover, ilfus.. 184 pp $1Q.OO 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


SURVIVAL 


HENLEY’S BOOK OF FORMULAS . S17.95 

SURVIVAL USAF MANUAL 64-5.$ 8.00 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL SKILLS .S 9.95 

NEVER SAY DIE. $0.00 

BETTER REAO THAN DEAD . $14.95 

SALOON SURVIVAL .......... $ 6.00 

SURVJVALIST'S MEDICINE CHEST,..$ 5.95 

SURVIVAL GUNS . ... ... $ 9-95 

SURVIVAL MEDICINE- • ...... ...... , .$ 5.95 

URBAN ALERT!... $14.95 

ALIVE IN THE DESERT ... ..$0.00 

LIFE OR DEATH!. $14.95 

SURVIVAL SHOOTING .. , ..... .$7.95 

BROWN'S ALCOHOL FUEL COOKBOOK .$9.95 

EVERYMAN’S GUIDE TO FINANCIAL SURVIVAL $11.95 

EATING CHEAP $8.00 

RAGNAR’S TALL TALES. $ 6.00 

TAPPAN ON SURVIVAL. ,.$7.95 

LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY.... $19.95 


GUERRILLA WARFARE 


TOTAL RESISTANCE ...... $14.95 

AMBUSH & COUNTER AMBUSH.$ 5.00 

GUERRILLA WARFARE .. .$6.00 


WEAPONS 


HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. 1 

THE SUBMACHINE GUN.. . .$10.00 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL 2 

THE HANDGUN. $10.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK 1 ..$12.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK 2.».. $12.00 

AUTp & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK 3 $12.00 

EXOTIC WEAPONS . ,.$9.95 

IMPROVISED WEAPONS OF THE 

AMERICAN UNDERGROUND. .$6.95 

TM 9-1005-211-12 PISTOL CALIBER 45 AUTO . $ 5.00 

TM 9-1005-223-35 RIFLE M14 7.62 MM.$ 5.00 

TM 9-1005-249-12 RIFLE M16 5.56 MM.$ 5.00 

TM 9-1005-222-35P RIFLE Ml CALIBER 30 , .$ 5.00 

THE FIGHTING RIFLE ... . ..... $12.95 

TM RIFLE SPRINGFIELD CAL. 30.$ 5.00 

FULL AUTO VOL. 1 (AR-15) ..$ 4.95 

FULL AUTO VOL. 2 (U2I).4.95 

FULL AUTO VOL. 3 (MAC 10) ...$ 4.95 

QUICK OR DEAD. $12.95 

SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN 

WEAPONS HANDBOOK.... $19.95 


MARTIAL ARTS 


BOOK OF NINJA .... . .$ 9.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF KARATE WEAPONS. $14^95 

TANG SOO DO .. $ 8 00 

JU-JUTSU & JUDO . . .$ 6.00 

COMPLETE BOOK OF TAEKWON DO FORMS ... $14.95 


EXPLOSIVES & DEMOLITION 


IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL 1 ...$ 9.95 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL.2 ....$ 9.95 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL. 3... ..,$14.95 

BOOBYTRAPS .. $ 8 . 00 

HI-LOW BOOM .. $ 6 .oo 

OSS SABOTAGE & DEMOLITION MANUAL. $15.95 

THE CHEMISTRY OF POWDER & EXPLOSIVES $14.95 

ELEMENTS OF EXPLOSIVE PRODUCTION.$ 5.00 

USMC DESTRUCTION BY DEMOLITION.. . $14.95 


SNIPING & MARKSMANSHIP 


MILITARY SCIENCE 


RANGER HANDBOOK... .$8.00 

PATROLLING & TRACKING.. $5.00 

RHODESIAN SAS COMBAT MANUAL $14.95 

THE SCOUT., .. $6.00 

COMBAT TRAINING OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

SOLDIER......... _ _ $10.00 

REAL SOLOIERS OF FORTUNE. .. $12.95 

WOMEN AT WAR.,. .... ..$$.00 

ALLIED VS AXIS AIRCRAFT....$ 6.95 

GERMAN TANK & ANTITANK .. , .. $12.50 

U.S, SINGLE SHOT MARTIAL PISTOLS . .$ 5.00 

TANKS & ARMORED VEHICLES.. $12.95 

U.S. CARTRIDGE COMPANY’S COLLECTION 
OFFIREARMS.. ........... ,.$6.00 


POLICE SCIENCE 


SWAT TEAM MANUAL. $12.00 

DETECTIVE’S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

TRAINING MANUAL.. $14.95 

KILL OR GET KILLED... $1995 

THE DEADLY ROUTINE.. $14.95 

TRAINING THE GUNF1GHTER. $24.95 

D.E.A. NARCOTICS INVESTIGATOR’S MANUAL $60.00 

S.W.A.T. TACTICS. $10.00 

POLICE TACTICS IN ARMED OPERATIONS ,. $19.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT 
HANDGUNNING. .$12.95 

POLICE GUIDE TO BOMB SEARCH 
TECHNIQUES.' ... $1295 


KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 


PRINCIPLES OF QUICK KILL .. ., „. .$ 0.00 

SNIPING—U.S. MARINE CORPS . .$ 7.95 

U.S.'ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL ., , $14.95 


SILENCERS 


SILENCERS FOR HAND FIREARMS. . $11.95 

QUIET KILLERS VOL. 1.. . .$ 8.00 

quiet Killers vol. 2. . .$ s.oo 

SILENCERS. PATTERNS AND PRINCIPLES 

VOL. 1 ... . $12.95 

SILENCERS, PATTERNS AND PRINCIPLES 

VOL. 2 ... ...... $12.95 

FIREARM SILENCERS VOL. 2.. $12 95 

SILENCERS. SNIPERS & ASSASSINS. . $19.95 

FOREIGN SILENCER PATENTS . ,$15.00 


SELF-DEFENSE 


BLOODY IRON .. . . $ 0 95 

COLD STEEL ..... $14.95 


FLEXIBLE WEAPONS ... 

PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE.. . 
DEAL THE FIRST DEADLY BLOW. 

$ 8.00 

KNIFE DIGEST. HARD COVER 

SLASH & THRUST. 

UNARMED AGAINST THF KNIFF 

GET TOUGH , 




COMBAT WITHOUT WEAPONS .. t .. 

FIREARMS SELF-DEFENSE . ... 

ARF YOl 1 A TAOriFT'? 




nnc 1 vU n l nnut 1 , , 

BELOW THE BELT . . 


■ 


SAVE YOUR LIFE DEFENSE 

HANDBOOK* . 


1 A 

i PALADIN PRESS 

POBOX 1307-KMZ 

L BOULDER, CO 80306 

FIGHT FOR YOUR LIFE! .. 

WEAPONS OF THE STREET . 


■ 1 



| M 

* Phone (303) 443-7250 


MONEY & FREEDOM 

CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING PLACES $ 4.95 

PRIVACY. HOW TO GET IT .. $u 95 

DON'T BECOME THE VICTIM. $ 6.00 


TERRORISM 

LIVING IN TROUBLED LANDS . ... $14.95 

HOW TERRORISTS KILL.. .$0.00 

THE HOSTAGE TAKERS.. $12.00 

GETAWAY DRIVING TECHNIQUES FOR 

ESCAPE , .... .j 4.95 

POLITICAL KIONAPPING . , $ 6.00 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


L ^ J 


Send $1 for latest 
PALADIN CATALOG. 


Catalog free with order. 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 1-800-824-7888; 
Ask for Operator #249. Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919. 


Please send me the following titles: 


Bill my: □ VISA □ MasterCard Exp. Date 
Card No. _ 



SUBTOTAL _ 

Special Holiday Offer. Deduct 20% 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS 
CITY_ 


_ STATE 


.ZIP. 


from order over $50 only. NO EXCEPTIONS ( 

Please include 
$3 postage 

— and handling _ 

—- TOTAL _ 
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STUN! 

STAGGER! 



ANY ASSAI 
WITH PAL! 
SIZED INSTAI 
PROTECTION 
TELESCOPING 
STEEL COILS 


These are the 
original steel whip! 
gun blued for low 
profile visibility, 
small but powerful. 

They open in an 
eyeblink, deliver 
stunningly painful 
blows, rendering 
assailants helpless 
instantly without 
breaking bones. 

No matter the odds, 
with BLITZ orSIPO,i 
they’re with you. 

Totally guaranteed. 


Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 


Specifications: 

BLITZ: 5Vs" closed, 
13%" open, 

5V2 ounces. 

SIPO: 6" closed, 
16" open, 

10 ounces. 




$ 12 95 BLITZ Plus $2.00 Shipping 
*19 95 SIPO Plus $2.00 Shipping 


GET YOURS NOWI 

To Order, just send your name, and address 
with check, cash or money order to: 

INCO, P.O. Box 3111 Dept. B(12) 

Burbank, CA 91504 (213) 842-4094 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 



WAS THERE 


by Lee Parsons 
as told to M.L. (ones 


The Damn 
’Nam Dust 

, f * 


Lee Parsons was a SP4 on his first 
Vietnam tour On January 1970 , he 
was assigned to the Ban Me Thout 
Signal Detachment , 459th Signal 
Corps. Then came the day when 
someone forgot to close the door: 

THE Grand Bungalow compound 
where my unit had been stationed 
burned to the ground before Christ¬ 
mas. We were operating out of alumi¬ 
num commo shelters we had sand- 
bagged-in on the airstrip near down¬ 
town Ban Me Thout. Right next to us 
was a trio of CH-47 Chinook helicop¬ 
ters. They played hell with our electro¬ 
nics every time they cranked up and 
idled, filling the air and our equipment 
with the deep red dust of the central 
highlands. 

To keep the dust out of the vans, we 
“procured” a trailer-mounted air- 
conditioning unit in order to create a 
positive air pressure inside (certainly 
not to keep us cool — that would be 
against Army policy!). The system 
worked fairly well, if we kept the door 
shut. So we had to get in or out in a 
hurry, or watch the dust start filtering 
into the van. 

I was working day shift, sending and 
receiving teletype messages from the 
COMCEN van to Dalat and Nha 
Trang. Since I was hot (we had been 
told to stay in full uniform), as well as 
young and impatient, I reacted as soon 
as the door opened and stayed open. 

I was hand-typing a long message to 
Dalat when the door opened. When it 
didn’t close, I said, “Close the door, 
please!” and kept on typing. 

It stayed open. “Close the door, 
please!' T repeated as a thin film of dust 
started to gather on the paper in front 
of me. 

In my right peripheral vision I could 
still see the open door and two or three 


people just standing there. I reached 
my too-low boil point, and as I turned I 
shouted: “CLOSE THE GOD¬ 
DAMNED DOOR!” 

When I looked at the person next to 
me, all I could see were stars. General’s 
stars. My stomach felt like it was in an 
elevator headed down too fast, and I 
thought my throat had been cut since 
all that came out was a dry gurgling as I 
saw the “mosquito” on my SP4 patch 
floating out the open door. 

GEN Rienzi, commander of the 1st 
Signal Brigade, Vietnam, turned to the 
captain behind him and said firmly (it 
sounded like the booming voice of 
God to me): “CAPTAIN, CLOSE THE 
GODDAMNED DOOR!!” 

My legs grew rubbery. I tried to 
stammer an apology — I already had 
visions of my cell in Long Binh Jail — 
but the general smiled and said, 
“Don’t worry about it, soldier, we 
should have known better. My apolo¬ 
gies.” 

Amazed, I gave an impromptu brief¬ 
ing for the general on our operation of 
the teletype circuits that provided com¬ 
munications for the province senior 
adviser to other headquarters and un¬ 
its. As GEN Rienzi left, he thanked me 
for the information, and for tolerating 
people who were obviously born in a 
barn. 

GEN Rienzi wept on to become 
Commander, U.S. Army Strategic 
Communications Command (USAS- 
TRATCOM) at Ft. Huachuca, Ariz. I 
went on pounding a teletype for a 
month or so. until I was transferred to 
an Air Cav unit when they needed 
radiomen. Perhaps that was CPT 
Zacagnni’s (my company comman¬ 
der) way of payback; if so, it was like 
swatting a fly with a Buick. 

But from then on, it was always, 
“CLOSE THE GODDAMNED 
DOOR, SIR!" ^ 
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Cornin’ at you 
STRONG!** 


ASSAULT 

SYSTE1US 


Ballistic 
Nylon Holsters 


They’re strong... stronger than leather, yet allow guns 
to breathe. Lightweight and flexible too... for utmost 
comfort. Washable-no mildew. Hook & Loop closures 
for weapon security and easy access. Black only, 
with military spec, hardware. When ordering, specify 
weapon and whether right or left-handed. 

WB8 Web Belt with Fastex buckle, black.$16.75 

IIP Dual Mag. Pouch-specify .45 or 9mm .. $10.00 

MPU-holds 2 Speed Loaders or Handcuffs - . $10.00 


NEW! 

Butt Pack 


Spacious, lightweight, pad¬ 
ded. Made of strong, 11 oz. 
waterproofed DuPont Cor- 
dura Nylon in black or cam¬ 
ouflage. Webbing on each 
side to mount holster, mag. 
pouch, canteen, etc. Re¬ 
movable nylon web belt 
with Fastex buckle. 

BP. $41.75 


Hotster 
not included 


Super-ooncoalment and comfort. Ultra light nylon web¬ 
bing and ballistic nylon. Built-in rubber padding over 
ankle. 

AHR for revolvers ... $30 

AHA for autofc .. .... $30 

AHO for 3" and 4" revolvers and large autofc.$30 

Also available: SP© ankle pouch for money, credit 
cards, etc.. .... ... . $24.50 


Wear with military web belt, or any 
other be?L Five styles to fit most guns. 
BB45 for auto’s 338 
©H4SR for revolvers $35 
©H45Lforr BBL guns $41 
BHC for 2* revolvers $24.50 
SHOO tor 3" and 4“ revolvers $24.50 


y ASSAULT 


Send $1.00 for 
complete Assault 
Systems catalog- 
free with order. 


SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL. INC., Dept. SF-124 

869 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 

MISSOURI RESIDENTS 1-314-343-3575 TWX: 9107601429 

Please send me the following: 


/ Plus $3 per order for postage \ 

I (Canada and Hawaii $5). \ 

i MasterCard, Visa, AmEx, Money ' 
Order, Check or C.O.D. —merch. held 
for clearance of checks not certified. 
Send Dealer FFL or 
\ Law Enforcement Dept, letterhead, j 


Cornreetehte Shoulder Holster fTop) Fits most any gun. 
Sasttob^str^aitowsfree right amt FuBy 

ac^uQtabte 1V4 W nylon web harness, SHC .$40. 

Military Shoulder Holster (Bottom). Constructed of 5 
layers ballistic nylon. Sewn In sight channel fully ad¬ 
justable 1 Vi a nylon web harness HN45B for autob $3S; 
HN45BR for revolvers $35; HN4S8L for 6“ BBL $©. 


Bill my: □ Master Card □ Visa □ AmEx 
Exp. Date_ Card #__ 


LAW ENFORCEMENT A 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Name__ 

Address. 


MORE! 

Gun Cases and Gear Bags 
of every size and descrip¬ 
tion. Accessories (shirts, 
hat, wallets and more). See 
them all in our new full color 
catalog. 
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NE TON F.P,E. 

Dick Casull — inventor of the 
Mini-Revolver — claims over a ton of 
muzzle energy for his new pistol 
chambered in .454 Casull. Also firing 
conventional .45 Long Colt, the 
five-round revolver is constructed from 
17-4 PH stainless steel, and is just 
entering production. For information 
write Freedom Arms Marketing ; Dept, 
SOF, 4133 West Farm Road, West 
Jordan, UT 84084. 



Camo rain gear 


Designed for use with an Extended 
Cold/Wet Clothing System including 
pile and polypropylene, the All-Weather 
Parka and Trouser suits Gore-tex fabric 
breathes and protects from rain, snow 
and frost. Parka costs $249.95 and 
Trousers are $149.95 from Brigade 
Quartermasters, Ltd., Dept. SOF, 266 
Roswell Street, Dept. GVT, Marietta, 

GA 30060. (800) 241-3125. 


ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 




Anti-sub loach 

Developed from the Cayuse scout chopper, the Hughes 500 ASW 
(Anti-Submarine Warfare) helicopter has been fielded in Spain, the first 
country to put it in service. We couldn’t get a test sample, but information is 
available from Hughes Tool Company , Aircraft Division, Dept. SOF, Culver 
City, CA 90230. 



Shotgun optics mount 

There’s often no need for gunsmithing to install Joe Nichols’ optics mounts 
for most Ithaca, S&W, Mossberg, and Winchester scatterguns. For prices and 
specs, write: Joe Nichols, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 23, Mehoopany, PA 18629. 


Camouflage binocular 


Mini Camouflage Binoculars fit in the 
pocket, and are rubber-armored for 
durability. Only 10.5 ounces, the green, 
brown and gray roof-prism binoculars 
cost $127.50, plus $3 for delivery. 

Sen no Corporation , Dept. SOF, East 
505 Third, P.O. Box 3506, Spokane, 
WA 99220. ^ 
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THE QUALITY. 




Fabrique Nationale has harnessed centuries of military expertise to bring you a sporting rifle with 
unparalleled long-range accuracy, reliable performance and steadfast stopping power. Feel the quality. 
Experience the excitement. Live the legend. All from Fabrique Nationale, whose heritage dates back to 
14th century Europe, Napoleon’s army and the American Revolution. 

FN-LAR • The ultimate semi-automatic sporting rifle in .308 _ 

calibre and without peer. Brought to you from the meticulous _ a. 

workshops of Fabrique Nationale—the world ; s foremost name in 

military weaponry and suppliers to armed forces of more than dKtr ^ 

90 free countries. 9 t — ifi B HIiWWHWB- 


ACCOUTREMENTS 


Ai*eorr>^ti< ftJft* 

further enhance the capabilities and precision of the ' f <£$£> 

FN-LAR, we offer accessories crafted to the same pain- 

staking standards as the rifle itself—Magazines, Mwfw ■, 

Scopes, Removable bipods, Webb sling, Tool Kit, 

Armours manual, and Cleaning kit... to name a few. 

NOW. Don ; t delay. You owe it to yourself to discover 
the quality, the excitement and the legend behind the 
FN-LAR. It's the finest semi-automatic rifle money can 
buy. Period. 

For more information, contact your nearest quality sporting goods dealer. 

Or, for a color brochure and an FN arm patch, send $4.00 to: 
Department FN Sports, Gun South, Inc., P.O. Box 6607, Birmingham, AJL 35210- 


FABRIQUE NATIONALE 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 29 
















EDITORIAL 


by Robert J 


ELECTION 84: 

The NATO Enigma 

When you get this month's SOF on the 
newsstand the presidential election will 
still be two weeks away. Robert J. Cald¬ 
well's editorial concludes our Election '84 
series. Be sure to vote on 6 November. 

T HE North Atlantic Treaty Organ¬ 
ization is the United States’ most 
important political and military 
alliance. Without it, the Soviet Union 
would almost certainly extend its domin¬ 
ion over Western Europe, leaving Amer¬ 
ica isolated and without a formal ally 
anywhere on the Eurasian landmass. To 
avoid this calamity, both of the major 
American political parties have sup¬ 
ported the broad concept of an Atlantic 
alliance and, more specifically, of NATO 
ever since the organization was founded 
in 1949. NATO is so obviously vital that 
continued American participation and 
support for the alliance is certain what¬ 
ever the outcome of this year’s presiden¬ 
tial election. 


Caldwell 

But this is not to say that NATO’s 
fortunes, and hence the United States’ 
geo-political position in the world, will 
not be affected for good or ill by what 
happens in November. Quite the con¬ 
trary. There is ample cause to believe 
that NATO will be far stronger if Amer¬ 
ican foreign policy is conducted for the 
next four years by a Reagan administra¬ 
tion rather than a Mondale one. 

Start with the fact that Mr. Reagan is 
a committed Atlanticist leading a poli¬ 
tical party more resistant than the 
Democrats in recent years to the 
appeals of isolationism. Mr. Mondale is 
variously described in the media as a 
centrist or a moderate, but in fact his 
record during a quarter century in pub¬ 
lic office is unmistakably liberal. And it 
is within the liberal/left wing of the 
Democratic party that isolationist 
sentiments are currently in the ascen¬ 
dancy. Does this mean that a President 
Mondale would consider disengaging 
from NATO and letting the Western 
Europeans fend for themselves? No. 
But the distinct Democratic drift to¬ 
ward a neo-isolationism, plus Mr. Mon¬ 
dale’s own less-than-fervent support for 


containing the Soviets, suggests less 
emphasis on NATO as the indispen¬ 
sable shield for Western Europe. 

Next there is the more quantifiable 
matter of defense spending. Here, the 
distinctions are more clearly drawn. 
President Reagan wants defense spend¬ 
ing increased by seven percent per year 
after adjusting for inflation. Mr. Mon¬ 
dale says he favors four percent in¬ 
creases, and even this figure seems 
etched in wet sand. Mr. Mondale also 
says he would spend less for strategic 
and nuclear weapons — cancelling the 
MX missile and B-1B bomber, for ex¬ 
ample — and more on the conventional 
forces that are the first line of defense in 
places such as NATO’s Central Front. 

That might sound sensible enough on 
the campaign stump, but has Mr. Mon¬ 
dale forgotten that Soviet nuclear su¬ 
periority at either theater or strategic 
levels could trump NATO’s defenses 
without a shot being fired, nuclear or 
otherwise? The Reagan policy is to try 
covering these yawning gaps in the 
West’s defenses with cruise and Per¬ 
shing II missiles in Europe and MXs, 
B-lBs and more cruise missiles here at 
home. NATO needs a stronger nuclear 
deterrent than Mr. Mondale and the 
Democrats seem willing to provide. 

Then too, there is a broader consid¬ 
eration in determining the prudent level 
of defense spending. The United States 
is the indisputable leader of the Free 
World and, as such, must seek to lead 
by example. The Carter and Reagan 
administrations both pressured the 
Western Europeans to spend more for 
their own defense — at least three per¬ 
cent more each year if possible. Will 
that essential pressure be easier to sus¬ 
tain, and more likely to produce the 
desired results, if America begins to cut 
back on its own rearmament program? 
The answer is obvious, and bodes ill for 
NATO’s defenses if Mr. Mondale is 
elected. 

Similarly, who would be more effec¬ 
tive in reminding the sometimes 
myopic Western Europeans that Soviet 
military power really does threaten 
their freedom and even their survival? 
Would it be President Reagan, who 
obviously believes that the Soviet 
threat is real, or would it be Mr. Mon¬ 
dale whose record suggests that he has 
never been especially alarmed about 
the Soviets? Once again, the answer is 
obvious. 

NATO is enduring something of a cri¬ 
sis of the spirit. Many Europeans are 
increasingly nervous about nuclear 
weapons but seemingly reluctant, if not 
unwilling, to bear the greater expense of 
providing adequate conventional forces 
as a substitute. Many Europeans resent 
the vast power and influence of the 
United States, but are not sure what, if 
anything, should be done about it. And 



One man driven to danger’s 
razor edge—“a searing panorama 

of contemporary war. — Los Angeles Times 

DelCorso. A man obsessed by the images of combat, addicted to 
the action, moving from the jungles of Vietnam to the bloody streets 
of Beirut in “a grip- /~~~ ” 

ping, realistic novel 
that vividly evokes 
the sounds, sights, 
and smells of war” 

— Washington Post. 

The new bestseller 
by the author of 
A Rumor of War 
at last in 
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SILVER HEAD 
TRI-FOIL SWORD 

$148 


CANE 

Intricately detailed Silver Eagle Head. 
Secret catch unsheathes 30” high 
carbon steel tri-foil sword. Made in 
France. Superb quality and craftmarv 
ship. Cane length 36”. _ 

BEAU GESTE 


DISTANT SOUND DETECTOD 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 500 TIMES 
The vansieek FARFOON 


Receptivity plus convenient size. 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc¬ 
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans¬ 
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound 
as the Double Farfoon. Take 
VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro¬ 
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 
most sophisticated yet devel¬ 
oped of the sound devices. 


© 1984 


FOON 


$148 

postpaid 




THE VanSleek 
FARFOON 




Hears 


Whisper 


Farther than TWO Football Fields 


CC55 = ’ 

cane 


Dagger 

H©8dKnockerDagger cane. Fashioned from 
Legionaire bayonets, dagger measures 11” with a 
silver hand grasping the handle. French made. A 

work of art but alt business. 36” length. $124 


SWORD 


$130 


known to be popular with agents of fact and 
tion. Rattan handle, large black umbrella and 
sword in shaft. Length 36". 

STEEL PORCUPINE 

A simple pull on the silver-plate pommel handle 
releases six steel spikes that snap to rigid atten¬ 
tion. Fashioned after medieval mace. Attractive 
yet formidable. Complex inner mechanism is com¬ 
pletely concealed when spikes are folded down in 
rest position. 36" length. v 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1 (800) 821-5157 


BIONIC EAR $68 

Our price $68 and that includes 
shipping. Optional booster $39 
Our Bionic Ear also comes with built- 
in tape jack. Others don’t. 


THE HISSER 

Continuous Discharge CN Teargas 
i.e. military boarding parties 
Handthrown Teargas Missile 
Order the HISSER at $24.50 
or 3 cans at $21.40 each. 


postpaid 


SAP 

GLOVES 


$143 


BRASS 
CARBIDE 
LAMP - 


Carbide + Water = 
Acetylene. A simple 
stroke on the built-in 
flint and you've got 
brilliant white light. 
Lamp burns for hours on 
one fill. No batteries to 
grow dim or wear out. 
Natural fuel waits until 
you need It. Lamp 
$24.00. 8-oz. Carbide 
$1.65. 2-lbs. Carbide 
$6.00. 4-lbs. $10.00. Cap 
with mounting bracket 
$4.50. 


$55.50 

Full trigger-finger dexterity 

Cleverly sewn into each glove is 8 ounces of lead, so evenly dis¬ 
tributed that it is impossible to tell from any fine quality pair of 
gloves. They are soil and comfortable, and well worth the price 
even il they did not carry the special "punch ' inside their back and 
knuckles. Normally not available except to policy departments, 
and possible not for long from us. We made a lucky buy and when 
these are sold we may not be able to get any more. Quantity is limit¬ 
ed. $55.50 per pair postpaid. Specily small, medium and large. 


SPECIALS 

Spike Trench Knife .. $18.00 

Imported Survival Knife & Sheath 

(Parkerized 5” blade).. $12.00 

Original & Genuine Marine 
Combat Knife & Sheath 
{Parkerized 7” blade 

made in USA). $22.50 

Import Combat Knife.$15.00 

14” Officer’s Kukri $14.00 

TEKNA . _ _ 
COMPASS $22 

Samarium-Cobalt compass 
Velcro closure wrist strap 


Folding Trench 
Knife ..^$8.95 


I FREE Butterfly Knife Dept. 99 

| ($7.50 value) with all orders over $70.00 
| TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 

| RUSH ME:_ 


MACE® 3 for $25.50 

Smith & Wesson MACE. A potent 
punch of highly purified CN teargas. 
Formerly available to police depart¬ 
ments only. Now offered to the 
public. 9.95 each 


£ the DUTCHMAN % 

| 9071 METCALF SUITE 158 
j OVERLAND PARK, KS 66212 

□ MasterCard 

D Visa O Check enclosed 


Name.. 

Streei_ 


WE PAY SHIPPING! 


TOTAL 


City_ 

State_ 
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SOP VIETNAM 

A CHANGE 
OF HEART? 

Two Decades 
to Rethink Vietnam 

by William Keith Nolan 


F OR the first time in most major media Wood through Guadalcanal and Korea. He 

— outside Soldier of Fortune, —the also wore two Purple Hearts and carried 

Vietnam War veteran is being seen in a shrapnel in his spine and leg. 

positive light. Given the November 1982 While Carter waited in the airport termin- 
dedication of the still-controversial Viet- al, a bearded youth noticed his uniform and 

nam War Memorial and considering the approached him. The man slurred, ‘'Baby 

emotion-charged ceremonies surrounding killer!” Carter ignored him. The man spat 

the recent return of America’s Unknown on the Marine. Carter sprang, his foot land- 

Soldier from Southeast Asia, we are very ed on the hippie’s temple, knocking him 

likely witnessing a major, collective change unconscious. His welcoming committee 

of heart concerning a topic that was more was a police unit. 

divisive than any other in American history The hostility to the Vietnam War and its 
since the Civil War. Even the most virulent- warriors that soured Carter’s and other vets’ 

ly liberal citizens and politicians are publi- hornecomings in the 1960s, and fueled the 

cally admitting that Vietnam Veterans were anti-war demonstrations of that era, were 

simply soldiers doing their duty. beginning to fade by the late ’70s. Books 

All that is both refreshing and encourag- began to appear which put the war in clearer 

mg after so many years of neglect and con- perspective for everyone. They include Pe- 

demnation, but the record should be careful- ter Baestrop’s Big Story, which condemned 

ly examined before society demands the press for irresponsible reporting during 

absolution and we all start referring to the the 1968 Tet offensive, Gunther Lewy’s 

1980s as the decade of the Vietnam veteran. America in Vietnam and a number of other 

When America gave the hostages taken in works which generally took the previously 

Iran a hero’s welcome in 1981, Vietnam unpopular viewpoint that with a few excep- 

Veterans hushed the hoopla in many circles tions, the American military had operated 

by simply asking how society could do such responsibly and effectively during its years 

a thing for people who were in captivity for in Southeast Asia and that if blame was to be 

only a year after totally neglecting to even allocated, it should be focused on the politi- 

recognize that many Vietnam Veterans had 
been home from a much more dangerous 
situation for at least seven years. One of 
those veterans was Richard W. Carter who 
walked off a jetliner in the United States in 
late 1968 as a young Marine Lance Corpor¬ 
al. He was returning from more than a year 
of fighting in the jungles and paddies of 
Vietnam with the 5th Marine Regiment, one 
of the oldest and most decorated in the 
Corps. On Carter’s chest rested the Bronze 
Star, awarded for valor and heroism in the 
brutal street fighting during the battle for 
Hue City, a terrible chapter in the regi¬ 
ment’s long history of battles from Belleau 



YOUTH SPEAKS OUT 


Keith William Nolan has just pub¬ 
lished his first book, Battle for Hue (see 
our review on p. 14), on the Marines in 
the ’68 battle for Hue. Although he’s 
only 20 years old, Nolan has already 
published several magazine articles, and 
js now working on a second book about 
Operation LAM SON 719, the invasion 
of Laos in 1971. This is his first appear¬ 
ance in SOF. 



cians who couldn’t understand the nature of 
the conflict. Al Santoli’s Everything We 
Had and Mark Baker’s ’Nam told the ser¬ 
viceman’s story with emotion-charged 
narrative driving home the point that war is 
hell but American soldiers were able to face 
it heroically. 

While the best-seller lists were hardly 
riddled with Vietnam epics, and the most 
popular items still portrayed the Vietnam 
era trooper as a rabid, dope-smoking fiend, 
focus on the veterans was clearly shifting. It 
became obvious in popular culture which 
made camoulage and military gear chic and 
allowed the current crop of Vietnam Veter¬ 
an heroes onto TV. Tom Selleck of Mag¬ 
num , P.I. and the entire A Team , are classic 
examples, as is the success of Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine and its annual conven¬ 
tions which exemplify renewed public in¬ 
terest in and respect for the Vietnam Vet. 

The most important event separating the 
past from the future came when the Vietnam 
War Memorial was dedicated on 13 Novem¬ 
ber 1982. During that widely televised 
event, veterans were finally shown as posi¬ 
tive figures by the national media (see 
“Finally, Our Day,” SOF, March ’83). 
The dedication marked an important de¬ 
velopment for all Vietnam veterans. As 
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Mike Deverix, a veteran who travelled from 
Lowell, Mass, to see the event, put it, “It’s 
the parade we never had.” 

Vietnam veterans are finding they can 
now openly discuss the war and find a re¬ 
ceptive audience. The familiar, over¬ 
simplified and vastly over-stated 
stereotypes that depict sobbing apologists or 
long-haired, drug-addled losers are being 
steadily debunked. 

The first American soldier died in Viet¬ 
nam some 20 years ago; the last, nine years 
ago. From that first U.S. Army adviser, lost 
in a 1961 roadside ambush, to the last 
Marine killed during America’s retreat from 
Saigon in 1975, nearly three million Amer¬ 
ican troops served in Vietnam. More than 
57,000 were killed and 300,000 wounded. 
The war stretched over 14 years and, after it 
was finally over, America spent nearly as 
long ignoring her Vietnam Veterans, Many 
people viewed them as cold-blooded killers 
of women and children, a myth supported 
by the infamous, widely-reported massacre 
of Vietnamese civilians at My Lai. Because 
of narcotics abuse by some Vietnam Vets, 
virtually all were portrayed as addicts. The 
most popular view, promoted by motion- 
picture and television dramas, generalized 
the Vietnam Vet as a draftee who went 
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Lack of courage was rarely a problem in 
Vietnam; Marine M60 gunners pour fire 
into NVA positions near the DMZ. Photo: 
U.S. Marine Corps 

unwillingly to war, shirked his duty for poli¬ 
tical reasons and crammed his system with 
dope to forget the horror of his situation, 
killed his incompetent leaders and then re¬ 
turned home, angry and resentful toward his 
nation, sensitive and guilt-ridden about his 
Vietnam service. 

Real Vietnam Vets have always known 
better. As a former lieutenant who spent 
1969-70 leading his platoon of the 1st 
Marine Regiment through the bush around 
Da Nang said, “For too long, the malcon¬ 
tents and critics of American society have 
had unchallenged opportunity to display 
Vietnam Veterans as war criminals, drug 
addicts and ‘suckers. 5 The overwhelming 
majority of Vietnam Vets fit none of these 
categories.” 

In the haste to bury the Vietnam experi¬ 
ence deep in the societal subconscious, the 
veterans were forgotten. They were lost in 
the vacuum of time and neatly filed as losers 
for future reference. That’s unfair and un¬ 
worthy of their sacrifices. Obviously, dif¬ 
ferent post-war circumstances produced dif¬ 
ferent reactions among each of them, but the 


record reveals a few generalizations can be 
made. 

Americans who served in the 1954-64 
advisory period were career officers and 
noncoms. Most were veterans of WWD and 
Korea. They took their combat experience 
with them to train the fledgling Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN). In 1965 — 
as the military situation rapidly deteriorated 
— Marines landed at Da Nang and the era of 
the adviser ended. 

The men who fought from 1965-69 were 
among the finest, best-trained troops in 
American military history. They had a gut- 
level belief in their nation and the cause. 
With the music of the Beatles, the Doors 
and Hendrix in their ears they went out to 
sweep through the villages and patrol the 
hills. In addition to the weight of their hel¬ 
mets, flak jackets and Ml6s, many troops 
carried the burden of knowing that their 
sacrifices were either being ignored by un¬ 
concerned countrymen or soundly con¬ 
demned by people who had never had to 
fight for anything more important than a 
parking space. 

Such thoughts fortunately had little effect 
on morale. The North Vietnamese Army 
(NVA) and Viet Cong (VC) soldiers were 
excellent fighters, but young American 
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grunts prevailed in every major engage¬ 
ment. Ia Drang, Van Truong, Dak To, Con 
Thien, Hue City, Quang Tri, An Thi and 
Khe Sanh marked their military expertise. 

Images of draft-card burnings and peace 
demonstrations flashed on American televi¬ 
sion screens and lecj many Americans to 
believe all the fighting men in Vietnam were 
reluctant draftees who weren’t smart — or 
quick — enough to get to Canada. Records 
show that two-thirds of those who served in 
Vietnam were volunteers (compared with a 
two-third draftee ratio during World War 

II). 

Grunts in Vietnam bitched daily about 
their plight just like combat vets of all wars. 
Some drew peace symbols on their helmet 
covers or scrawled ‘.‘Fuck The Army” or 
“The Corps Sucks” on the back of a flak 
jacket. But morale was consistently high 
and the combat proficiency of field units, 
judged by friend and foe alike, was out¬ 
standing. 

“The most impressive thing I saw was 
the action of the American youngster. The 
same long-haired kid that loves rock-and- 
roll music — apd sometimes appears to the 
public as a weak generation — comes 
through with flying colors when the chips 
are down,” said one company commander 
of his men after a tough fight with an entren¬ 
ched NVA force in 1967. 

“At one point [during the fire fight] I ran 
across a couple of men badly shot up. It was 
obvious to me — and to them — that they 
were dying. Yet there was no screaming or 
crying or moaning. They only gave good 
information to newly arriving troops on the 
locations of enemy targets,” he continued. 

vSergeant Major Frank A. Thomas — 
winner of the Bronze Star and Navy Com¬ 
mendation Medals for valor as a company 
gunnery sergeant with the 5th Marine Reg¬ 
iment during a 1967-68 tour — spoke 
poignantly of the grunts he fought along¬ 
side. “Concerning Vietnam, 1 have very 
strong sentimental memories of young men 
who were all heroes in my book. Their spirit 
of comradeship and esprit and sacrifice will 
never be forgotten by me. They were all 
truly magnificent and lived up to the real 
meaning of the word Marine. I’m proud to 
say they were all my buddies. 

“It’s sad,” Thomas added, “that the 
courage of those 18- and 19-ycar old kids 
seems to have gone unappreciated.” 

Retired Staff Sgl. Josef Burghardt put his 
views about the men in Vietnam more simp¬ 
ly: “We were the best in the world.” Bur¬ 
ghardt speaks from experience. He served 
as a squad leader with the 9th Marine Reg¬ 
iment from 1966-67, earning the Bronze 
Star and Rurple Heart. He volunteered for 
another Vietnam tour and acted as a platoon 
sergeant with the 1st Marine Regiment, 
earning a second Bronze Star and two more 

Out of the battle: A wounded NVA soldier 
found in a hospital complex near An Hoa is 
aided by a corpsman, Despite their 
portrayal as brutes by the press, American 
soldiers usually adhered to the traditional 
rules of engagement regarding prisoners. 
Photo: Dept, of Defense 
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Purple Hearts. His last wound paralyzed 
him from the chest down and confined him 
to a wheelchair. 

A friend of Burghardt’s — on the battle¬ 
field and later in civilian life — is Marine 
Reserve Sgt. Edward Neas. Of the grunts, 
Neas said: “Morale was excellent; we 
pulled for everybody.” Neas won three Pur¬ 
ple Hearts during his 1967-68 tour with the 
Marines at Con Thien, Hue and Khe Sanh. 

“I have the utmost respect for the 
Marines I served with,” he emphasized, 
“and I was deeply saddened when 1 learned 
of Marines who were killed or seriously 
wounded. For as long as 1 live, I will never 
forget any one of them.” 

“I would have to say that for all the 
hardships and grief, the morale of the troops 
in Vietnam was pretty good. But it was one 
nasty S.O.B. of a war,” said police detec¬ 
tive Roger LaRue, who served 1969-70 as a 
corporal with the Marines’ 1st Reconnaiss¬ 
ance Battalion. 

LTG John J. Tolson, U.S. Army, Ret., 
holder of the Distinguished Service Cross, 
Silver Star and Purple Heart, commanded 
the 1st Air Cavalry Division in Vietnam 

Children bring out gentleness in everyone, 
even a soldier on a search and destroy 
mission. This American Marine trades some 
C-rations for a fresh pineapple. Photo: 

Dept, of Defense 


STAMPING OUT 
STEREOTYPES: 
WILL THE REAL 
VIETNAM VETERANS 
PLEASE STAND 

Vietnam was an American nightmare 
that hasn’t yet ended for veterans of the 
war. In the rush to forget the debacle that 
became our longest war. America found 
it necessary to conjure up a scapegoat 
and transferred the heavy burden of 
blame onto the shoulders of the Vietnam 
Veteran. It’s been a crushing weight for 
them to carry. Rejected by the nation 
that sent them off to war, the veterans 
have been plagued with guilt and resent¬ 
ment which has created an identity crisis 
unknown to veterans of previous wars. 
But none of that is as bad as being 
stereotyped. 

Delayed Stress Syndrome has become 
the disease of the decade and many 
Americans now view all Vietnam Veter¬ 
ans as ticking time-bombs set to explode 
at the slightest pressure. It’s all so cut 
and dried and full of media hype. The 
horrible massacre at a McDonald’s Res¬ 
taurant in San Diego this summer 
evoked the inevitable inquiry about the 
killer from the press: “Did he fight in 
Vietnam?” 

But there is an even worse stereotype. 
Our Vietnam Veterans must struggle out 
from under the “loser” label. They must 
prove that they are not misfits who can¬ 
not adapt in society because of damage 


The media has consistently focused on the 
myth that the Vietnam vet is unable to 
function in society. The image of a 
long-haired, partially uniformed, 
unemployed and potentially violent veteran 
is not the reality. Most are normal, 
respectable and productive citizens. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 


done to their minds by a guerrilla war 
fought in a far-off jungle many years 
ago. 

A cursory glance at the statistics 
quickly dispels most notions of unworth¬ 
iness and instability among the average 
Vietnam Veteran who faded into nor¬ 
malcy in the aftermath of the war. They 
got jobs, raised families and went into 
debt like all good Americans. A survey 
of Veteran Administration figures on 
employment reveals 70 percent of all 
Vietnam vets have been gainfully em¬ 
ployed since their return Stateside and 
80 percent have no arrest records. This 
hardly supports the anguished 
“psychovet” image. 

Throughout the country, people are 
forming organizations to rectify the 
ignorance and neglect which has victi¬ 
mized Vietnam Vets. The Tennessee 
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
(TVVLP) is one of these. It finds jobs tor 
those vets in the Memphis area that have 
been out of work for 15 weeks or longer. 
The program has proved effective. 
According to John Beering of TVVLP’s 
job placement office, 1984 has been a 
good year for vets. Most are employed. 
In fact, the demand on die TVVLP’s 
pool of vets has been greater than the 
supply. 

We can never repay the Vietnam 
veterans for their sacrifices. We can at 
least let them know that we appreciate 
them. 

— Dale Andrade 
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from 1967-68. “From 1973-77,1 served as 
the Secretary of the Department of Military 
and Veterans Affairs in North Carolina. My 
number one crusade soon became trying to 
awaken the citizens to the debt owed by this 
country to those terrific young Vietnam 
Veterans. At every opportunity in speaking 
to groups, I emphasized that the young sol¬ 
diers I fought with in my 1 st Cav Division in 
Vietnam were just as brave and courageous 
as any that I fought with in WWII.” 

“As for morale, I believe that the vast 
majority of us were reasonably content with 
our respective roles, accepting the policy 
decisions of our national democratic system 
which sent us where we were to do what we 
were doing,” said retired COL William D. 
Hauser, commander of an artillei^ battalion 
in the Mekong Delta from 1968-69 and au¬ 
thor of a book on the state of the U.S. Army. 

“Not being saints,” he continued,-“we 
also felt a degree of resentful suspicion that 
our countrymen might have sent us and then 
changed their minds. I think, however, that 
most of us pushed this sort of thinking to the 
back of our minds in order to cope with the 
demands of each day. Note that I speak of 
1968-69; from my research, I am led to 
believe that feelings had much changed by 
1971-72.” 

COL Hauser is correct. By 1970, morale 
and discipline of the troops in Vietnam be¬ 
gan to break down. With more and more 
draftees of low quality filling the ranks, 
with American units being pulled out of 
Vietnam as the responsibility for fighting 
was given to the ARVN, and with the belief 
that they had been forgotten, many young 
soldiers were unwilling to continue fight¬ 
ing. Said one Army infantryman to a repor¬ 
ter in 1970, with a mix of cynicism and 
grunt bravado, “We’re the unwilling doing 
the unwanted for the ungrateful.” 

In rear areas where there was no threat of 
combat to induce military order, the situa¬ 
tion turned dismal. Race relations were 
strained; the most subtle sign was voluntary 
segregation in barracks, the most violent 
was the outbreak of riots. Contact between 
the career ‘ ‘Lifers” and the draftees became 
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Take five: Marines take a well deserved 
break during a routine patrol west of Khe 
Sanh. Photo: U.S. Marine Corps 

tense and, in extreme cases, unpopular 
officers and noncoms were “fragged” — 
killed or wounded by their own men. 

Discipline was far better on the battle¬ 
field, but in some combat units there were 
instances of troops balking at moves into 
combat, of orders being regarded as topics 
for discussion and of shirking duties. The 
Army in Vietnam became one of long¬ 
haired draftees. Peace symbols hung with 
dog tags, acid rock blared from firebase 
bunkers and the smell of marijuana smoke 
hung over the entire country. Cynical grunts 
lackadaisically went through the motions of 
fighting what was clearly an unwinnable 
war. It wasn’t that the troops were cowards, 
but after years of seeing the war drag end¬ 
lessly on and with no national will for vic¬ 
tory to back them up, few soldiers saw any 
reason for making major sacrifices. 

The combat troops, given motivated, 
competent leaders, continued to fight well. 
“The fact that they wear love beads and 
peace medallions doesn’t mean they can’t 
fight,” wrote one Army photographer after 
seeing a company of the 1 st Cav capture an 
NVA basecamp near the Cambodian border 
in 1970. “The kids quickly learn that the 
best way to stay alive is to kill the guy trying 
to kill you. And in combat they’re fero¬ 
cious.” At least 30 Medals of Honor were 
awarded for heroism between 1970 and 
1972. 

Marine field units and elite Army outfits 
— Special Forces, recon, aviation — con¬ 
tinued to perform with the same profes¬ 
sionalism displayed before 1970. That was 
clearly demonstrated by the great courage of 
Army helicopter squadrons during the Lao¬ 
tian campaign in 1971 and by the valorous 
teams of Marine advisers and forward 
observers during the NVA’s 1972 Easter 
invasion. 

One aspect of the breakdown in morale at 
the end of the war that left a black mark on 
all Vietnam Vets was the use of drugs. The 


drug culture being celebrated in the States 
found adherents in Vietnam and, by 1971, 
at least 10 percent of the troops were re¬ 
ported to be hooked on hard drugs. 
Although most of the addicts were young 
enlisted men with boring, rear-area support 
jobs, some combat troops also turned to 
narcotics. 

Unfortunately, the extensive media 
coverage given the addicts linked all Viet¬ 
nam Vets with drug problems. James Webb 
— a retired captain and author of Fields of 
Fire, winner of the Navy Cross, Silver Star, 
two Bronze Stars and two Purple Hearts as a 
platoon and company commander with the 
5th Marine Regiment in 1969 — wrote in a 
newspaper article that he was frequently 
asked if ‘ ‘I had ever used heroin, as if we all 
walked around with a needle hanging out of 
our arms ... I can honestly say that drug 
usage was much more prevalent at George¬ 
town Law School when I studied there than 
it ever had been while I was in the Marine 
Corps” (see SOF’s reprint of this article, 
“What the Vietnam Vet Needs,” May ’80). 

The soft drug marijuana, however, was 
prevalent throughout the war and could be 
purchased readily at low prices. It was 
available and some combat troops did 
smoke to relax when in the rear. Marijuana 
was rarely used in combat where Americans 
could be killed or wounded as a result of 
drug intoxication. 

Another result of media coverage of iso¬ 
lated incidents was portrayal of Vietnam 
GIs as war criminals. The charge that Amer¬ 
ican soldiers committed war crimes was 
prominent in the news after it was revealed 
that a platoon of the Americal Division kil¬ 
led unarmed peasants and VC at My Lai in 
March of 1968. There is no doubt that in 
some cases American soldiers did kill civi¬ 
lians, such as occured in the situation at My 
Lai, and commit other atrocities. But such 
things were neither common nor condoned. 
The truth — however abhorrent — is that all 
wars produce atrocities. In addition, the 
mass attention given My Lai overshadowed 
the fact that it was an unusual event — a 
freak of sorts — and that the enemy com¬ 
monly committed much worse crimes as a 
matter of course. 

CPT Hugh Mills, a helicopter pilot in 
Vietnam, took the question of atrocities 
head-on in an interview with a military 
historian. “We didn’t shoot women and 
children. We didn’t shoot people unless 
they were clearly identified as enemy sol¬ 
diers, armed and capable of doing a job on 
us. That was a policy, not my own, but a 
policy of mutual consent between all the 
pilots in my troops, and as far as I know, 
that was the policy of the great majority of 
pilots in Vietnam. I never saw anyone 
violate that.” Mills earned three Silver 
Stars and six Purple Hearts flying scout and 
gunships in 1969 with the 1st Infantry Divi¬ 
sion and in 1971-72 with the 1st Aviation 
Brigade. 

One positive factor prevalent throughout 
the war was the comradeship that held com¬ 
bat units together. Said a 1st Marine Regi- 
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TOM CLAY, 
ACTOR AND 
VIETNAM VETERAN 

Thomas Clay went froth the jungles 
outside Phu Loi to the Hollywood jungle 
via one shattering burst from a Viet 
Cong machine gun. When he joined the 
Army at 18 immediately after high 
school graduation he certainly had no 
visions of ever being listed in Actor’s 
Equity, The only list Tom had any in¬ 
terest in was the roster of airborne infan¬ 
trymen headed for Vietnam. He was, in 
his own words, a potential Lifer. 

On Thanksgiving Day in 1966 he ar¬ 
rived in Vietnam and joined Charlie 
Company, 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry, 
the “Blue Spaders” of the famed 1st 
U.5. Infantry Division operating out of 
Phuoc Vinh. His battalion commander 
was a rising army luminary named 
Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Haig, 
Tom Clay was home. He immediately 
volunteered to walk point for his platoon 
just because “I wanted to be first all the 
time; to set the pace.” 

He sweated through a slew of miser¬ 
able jungle patrols and saw his first KIA 
when his unit walked into the middle of a 
VC base camp near Lai Khe. Tom per¬ 
formed admirably In that fight despite 
the Violence of the ambush. He pulled 
back and returned fire just as he had been 
taught. It was the role he had always 
planned and he was playing the lead. 

After 10 months of riding into combat 
aboard helicopters, Tom decided he 
wanted to be part of Army aviation He 
extended his tour in Vietnam, went 
home for leave, and returned to South¬ 
east Asia to join the Aviation Battalion 
of The Big Red One in September of 

1967. The curtain was beginning to rise 
on the communist Tet Offensive of 

1968. 

“I was happy as a clam,” he recalls. 
“They assigned me to Alpha Company , 
the gunships, as an M-60 door-gunner 
on B model Hueys. I wanted to get the 
door-gunner experience, finish my tour 
in Nam, and come home with the rank 
and background for aviation school. I 
had my sights set.” 




So did the VC. On 19 February 1968, 
Tom was gunning for his Huey on a 
mission to provide cover for an infantry 
unit pinned down by gooks in a planta¬ 
tion house about 20 miles north of Phu 
Loi. 

“We were a light fireteam going over 
at about 150 feet,” he remembers of the 
day that changed his life. “We took a 
pot-full of ground fire from .50 cals in 
the plantation house and my pilot de¬ 
cided to go in lower and cut loose with 
his whole rocket load to blow down the 
walls. That’s when it happened. I re¬ 
member it looked like someone was 
throwing bowling balls at us and rounds 
blew out the windscreen and tore 
through the transmission. We started 
losing power.” 

And Tom Clay nearly lost his life. “1 
know this sounds weird,” he comments, 
“but 1 actually saw the gun that got me. 
It was a U.S. .30 cal. I was hanging 
outside the bird burning rounds at the 
ground to cover us as we flew over. I had 
one foot outside on the rocket pod so I 
could aim straight down and something 
stung me in the left leg. I shouted that I 
was hit and the crew chief hauled me 
inside the bird.” 

His helicopter was staggering toward 
a crash landing as the crew chief applied 
a tourniquet to Clay’s shattered thigh. 
He had taken a round there, another in 
his hand and One through his flight hel¬ 
met. Three others had left deep gouges 
in the “chicken plate” armor that Huey 
crews wore. 

“'piey managed to get the bird down 
in a rice paddy and radio our location/’ 
Tom remembers. knew I was hurt 
fairly badly, but I managed to get my 
gun out of the bird and help set up a 
perimeter around the wreck. ” f 

It was, for all intents, SP4 Tom Clay’s 
last act as a soldier. For the next year and 
a half he was rolled in and out of hospit¬ 
als in Vietnam, Japan and the t|>§t 
When they finally medically retired him 
after 10 serious operations, he had to 
wear a special lift on his shoe to compen¬ 
sate for his left leg which was several 
inches shorter than the right. It was a 
traumatic time for a 20-year-old who 
wanted nothing more than a military 
career despite growing American 


opposition to the war he fought in Viet¬ 
nam. 

“I remember watching the Demo- 
cractic Convention on TV while 1 was in 
the hospital,” he recalls, “and it really 
got to me that they didn’t even know 
what was going on over there. I realized 
it was going to be a Mexican stand-off. I 
knew we’d lose if we didn’t commit 
fully, but I never felt like what 1 went 
through wasn’t worth it. We did a hell of 
a job in Vietnam, The Army didn’t lose 
that war. The politicians just wouldn’t 
let us fight it.” 

But Tom Clay was never one to con¬ 
centrate on the past. He convinced him¬ 
self that he had a bright future despite his 
disability. He drifted in and out of retail 
businesses and went to an aeronautical 
trade school with thoughts of continuing 
his career in aviation. He was proud of 
his service and never hesitated to truth¬ 
fully explain where and how he got his 
disability. In 1976, during a successful 
career in the fast-food business, Tom 
Clay got interested in a regional theater 
group in Philadelphia. 

“I found out I really enjoyed the thea¬ 
ter,” he says. “There was something 
really appealing about that acting busi¬ 
ness/’ In 1976, after insuring his youn¬ 
ger sister and his mother were well pro¬ 
vided for, Tom split for Holly wood with 
absolutely nothing more than an intense 
desire to be an actor. He quickly disco¬ 
vered that there was yet another war 
going on right there in Tinsel Town and 
he’d have to be as determined and dedi¬ 
cated a soldier as he ever was if he was to 
survive. In the Holly wood jungle, where 
beauty and glamor are everything, Tom 
Clay, disabled Vietnam Veteran, 
seemed to be fighting a losing battle. 

But he stuck to his guns —just as he 
had that day in Vietnam when the VC 
blew his helicopter apart — and the 
breaks finally began to come. He got 
roles in movies such as ‘ ‘Prime Risk’ ’ 
and ‘ ‘State of Mind,” always as a char¬ 
acter actor He did a slew of commer¬ 
cials and TV parts including a role as a 
wounded veteran on “After MASH.” 
And he’s still out there hustling for parts 
every day. He doesn’t limp. He won't let 
himself do that. And he doesn’t quit. 
Tom Clay won’t let himself do that 
either — not after what he’s been 
through. 

What does he think of the nationwide 
Vietnam Veteran chief “I feel really 
good about it . We’re finally being recog¬ 
nized. People are finally realizing that 
we were American soldiers doing our 
duty. It’s about time.” 

Press on, Tom Clay, and all the other 
Vietnam Veterans like you. Ignore the 
cammie-clad piss-and-moan artists who 
turn out every Memorial Day to cry for 
the TV cameras. You’re the real Viet¬ 
nam Veteran. 

^ Dale Dye 
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ment platoon leader, “The troops in the 
field — the grunts — were tight. They slog¬ 
ged through rice paddies together, hacked 
through jungles together, slept in holes in 
the mud together, shared whatever they had 
and depended on one another in tense, 
stressful situations. Sharing common dan¬ 
ger and depending on your peers for your 
survival forges a uniquely strong bond.” 

The grunts were drawn together into a 
close-knit family whose members had all 
experienced the heart-pounding intensity 
and peril of combat. Unlike their racially 
divided homeland and without the segrega¬ 
tion of rear areas, combat soldiers had no 
color line; whites died for black friends, 
blacks died for white friends. As the cliche 
goes, the only color in a combat unit was 
green. The grunts in line units would — and 
often did — share their last cigarette, their 
last canteen of water, and give their lives for 
their friends. For many, the brotherhood of 
the line grunt was the only redeeming aspect 
of their service in Vietnam. 

LaRue, the Recon Marine, spoke of 
“being able to leave $1,000 in cash lying on 
your rack when you went to take a shower 
and knowing it would be there when you got 
back ’cause the guys were your bros and 
they would look out for you; knowing if you 
were down and out ’cause your girl in the 
States didn’t want to wait for you no more, 
that your bros would know what you were 
hurting about and they’d share your hurt; 
knowing that if you got your guts blown out 
in the bush, they weren’t going to leave you, 
that they’d die coming to get your ass even 
when you didn’t want them to take the 
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A Marine rifleman finds that things do go 
better with Coke as he takes time-out on a 
dusty road west of Da Nang. Photo: U.S. 
Marine Corps 

chance. It makes for a very special alliance 
and somehow makes it all worthwhile to 
have served.” 

David L. Summers — a former staff 
sergeant who earned the Bronze Star for 
valor with the 11th Armored Cavalry Regi¬ 
ment in 1968 — said, 4 ‘The grunts were, for 
all practical purposes, a family of sorts. You 
really care about these folks. You are de¬ 
pending upon them for your life. One guy is 
depending as much on this guy as this guy is 
depending on him. The bond that comes out 
of that is much stronger than anything 
else.” 

From the concern, comradeship, fear and 
bravery of the battlefield, the Vietnam Vets 
came home to the shabbiest treatment ever 
given American warriors. The vets got a 
quick hug and kiss from family members 
and then went out on the streets to face the 
hostile stares of hippies and the bored 
apathy of a country eager to put the war 
behind it. Unlike the veterans of WW11 and 
Korea, who earned the admiration and pa¬ 
rades of a proud nation, the Vietnam Vets 
were* left with the ironic stigma of being 
condemned for having served their nation. 

For many, it was a shock to be treated as 
villains simply because theirs was an un¬ 
popular war while fathers and uncles recal¬ 
led the victory celebrations of World War II 
and Korea. It caused further resentment to 
read liberal newspaper editorials, which 
called draft dodgers heroes and applauded 


actress Jane Fonda for going to Hanoi, 
where she posed with enemy antiaircraft 
gunners. 

Despite the brutality and dismal home¬ 
comings, most Vietnam Veterans managed 
to survive with no major mental scars as did 
their relatives who fought earlier wars. A 
Veterans’ Administration poll of 2,500 vets 
revealed that the majority have no regrets 
about having gone to Vietnam. LaRue char¬ 
acterized popular feeling among Vietnam 
Veterans. “I wouldn’t trade having been in 
Vietnam for anything. It was a situation, a 
group of experiences that there is no way to 
really adequately describe. I’m not saying I 
would like to do that all over again. The bad 
times drift away. The good times you re¬ 
member. Some of the bad times become 
fond memories, so to speak. But that 
doesn’t mean you don’t wake up screaming 
sometimes.” 

Jim J. Soukup, a former recoilless-rifle- 
squad leader who earned the Purple Heart 
during a 1967-68 tour with the 1st Marine 
Regiment, is another who served proudly: 
“Like the inscription on my Zippo lighter 
says, To really live ... you must nearly 
die.’ Even today, the flag and national 
anthem awaken a sense of deep pride for 
having served with those who gave their all 
for honor and the privileges we enjoy. I am 
one of the lucky ones. I survived.” 

Most vets are not bitter about having 
served; if they are bitter about anything, it is 
the political chicanery and lack of national 
will that made their fight futile. Many are 
not convinced the causes of the war were 
justified but most feel that once troops were 
committed and American lives lost, the war 
should have been pushed to total victory. In 
the view of many, bombing halts didn’t 
encourage peace negotiations; they got 
grunts killed. 

LaRue put it simply: ‘ ‘The politicians lost 
the war. The grunts won it time and time 
again.” 

Many vets also blame the loss of the war 
on the peace protesters — students who 
never saw Vietnam due to college defer¬ 
ments — and are hostile about the blanket 
pardon given to draft dodgers. 

Said LaRue, who sweated out 22 recon 
patrols, was wounded several times, and 
earned the Navy Commendation Medal for 
valor, “Knowing that nobody was going to 
blow their guts out or blind them, the pro¬ 
testers just raised their merry hell and then 
lounged around, smoked their pot, drank 
their wine, made love and dodged the draft. 
To top that off, after we bled our guts out, 
they gave an amnesty and let all those 
cowardly bastards back.” 

The bottom line is that most Vietnam vets 
do not fit into the stereotype that has de¬ 
veloped around them. Most are proud to 
have answered the call of their nation. Most 
of all, they want — and deserve — the 
recognition for their courage and sacrifice. 
They do not want to be remembered for the 
atrocity at My Lai or the drug problems of 
the later years, but for the bravery at places 
like Hue, Khe Sanh — and all the nameless, 
countless actions that made up the war. ^ 
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HOLSTERS, & GUN ACCESSORIES 

All below stocks & magazines are made by 
CHOATE in the U.S.A. unless otherwise indicated. 

SHOTGUNS/RIOT GUNS 


'.•SHOTGUN MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS, for Rem 
870 & 1100, WIN 1200, S & W 3000, Brown¬ 
ing A-5. 7 Shot (18" barrel) MAG 7 8 
8 Shot (20" barrel) MAG 8 S23.0G 

10 Shot (26" barrel) MAG 10 S34.0Q 

(Not available for A-5 or S & W 3000). 


U.s. MILITARY FATIGUES 

Authentic military camouflage BDU's. Rein¬ 
forced seat. Knees, elbows and stress points. 
Gov’t specs. Made in U.S.A. 

Coats: S(33-37),M(37-41), L(42-45),XL(45-47) ' 
Trousers: Regular or Long:S(27-31), M(31-35), 
1.(35-39), XL(39-42). 

Some styles available in XS(30-33), XXL(47- • 
52),XXXL(55-58) and some childrens sizes. 
Add $5.00 for larger sizes. 

Available in Woodland, Day Desert, Tiger Stripe, 
Olive Drab, SWAT Black, TAC Team, Navy Blue 
(Black & Blue BDU's add $7.00 per set or 
$4.00 per item.) 

B0U-1 Jacket, BOU-2 Trousers $27.95 

BDU-3 Set (both) 548.95 

'CAMO JOGGING SHORTS, Cotton w/elastic 
waist, durable. Woodland camo. Sizes: XS, S, 
M, L XL CJS 56.95 ' 

'.•T-SHIRTS. Sizes: S, M, L, XL Camo in Woorf- 
land, Desert, Tiger. (50% cotton 50% Polyes¬ 
ter) CTS $6.95 
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KNIVES AND BLADES 

: LIFEKNIFE. 6", 420C stainless steel blade 
Watertight handle contains emergency gear 
that could keep you alive. Includes leather 
sheath. LIFKN 538.95 

{;US MARINE CORPS COMBAT KNIFE. 7” 
blade, parkerized with hardened steel core. 
MARKN $20.95 

'-USAF SURVIVAL KNIFE. 5" blade comes 
with sheath and sharpening stone. Butt en¬ 
gineered for hammering. AFKN SI 8.75 

COLD-WEATHER GEAR 

•WOOLY PULLY: The 100% wool British 
Cammando sweater keeps you warm wet or dry. 
Sizes: 34-46 55.00. X-tra for 48-50. 

Colors: Navy, Olive, Black, Tan, Brown, USAF 
Blue. Specify with or without epaulets. 

WPG (crew-neck), WPV (V-neck) 538.95 

WPW 543.95 Also in Woodland Camo. 

.'•M-65CAM0 FIELO COAT. U.S. military issue. 
Warm, water repellent, hiding hood. MCC 547.95 
Uner (LIN) Sizes: XS, S, M, L XL ' SI6.95 

' GLOVES. Military black cattfehide shells. 

CGS 14.95 

' Woolen Liners WGL 52.95 

V U.S.A F. MAI. Flight jacket nylon shell rever¬ 

sible orange inside. Polyester filled for warmth. 
Black or Sage Green. MAI $48.95 


☆SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIP STOCKS for Rem. 
870 & 1100, WIN 1200 & Ithaca 37, Mossberg 
500. PGS $47.00 

☆ STEEL FOLDING PARA STOCKS. 

Shotguns: Rem 870 & 1100, WIN 1200 & 
1400, Mossberg 500, High standard pumps 
PAHA-7 573.95 

MINI-14, M-l Carbine $87.00 

Ruger 10-22 $74.95 

VCORDURA MILITARY HOLSTER. Can be 
used as Hip or shoulder holster. Cordura nylon. 
Foam padded. In Woodland or black. Specify 
right or left Large auto 4” Revolver, 6” Revolver 
CMH $29.95 

☆ANKLE HOLSTER. Lightweight, padded, velcro 
fasteners. With ammo carrier. Black only. 
Specify make, model, and caliber of gun. 

AH $29.95 

☆ASSAULT RIFLE CASE. Waterproofed cordura 
nylon. Exterior mag pouches. Large accessory 
compartments. Padded shoulder sling. In Wood¬ 
land camo or black. In 34" (Folding stocks' 
42" (AR15, Ml5, Mini14), 48" (Long guns). 

ARC $64.95 

'•FIELD CLEANING KIT. Cleans shotguns, rifles 
and handguns. Contains: steel T rod, 'k oz. oil, 
double & nylon brush, patches, & silicone cloth. 
(Bore brush not incl.) in woodland or black. 
FC $16.95 

MAGAZINES 

MINI-14 CODE 

20 Federal Ord. M20 $ 9.90 

30 Federal Ord. M30 $12.75 

40 Federal Ord. M40 $22.95 

10-22 CODE 

30 Rd Bingham 10-30 $21.95 

50 Rd Mitchell 10-50 $34.95 

Ml-30 Rd, M-l $9.90 

UZI-40 Rd. UZI $31.95 

Colt 45, 8 Rd DEVEL OEV $19.50 


POLICE EQUIPMENT 

All high quality leather. Made in U.S.A. by 
Safety Speed. All prices for basketweave, plain 
also available. 

☆Sam brown belts. 2 , /T wide - 10 oz. leathei 
basketweave. SB $27.50 

Plain is 1.00 less. 

☆KEYRING BASKETWEAVE. Heavy duty swivel 
snap KEY 56.50 

Mace Holder. MH 510.50 

Flashlight Holder. FH $7.00 

Closed Cuff Case. CC $11.75 

Double Speed Loader Case. 0SL $13.95 
Badge and ID Wallet. $16.50 

BOOTS 

All the following are made in U-S.A. 

Special Forces Mountain Boot 7" High leather, 
steel shanks. Size 7-12. SFB 5109.95 

U.S. Army Combat Boots. Full leather, 9" high 
Sizes: 7-1 2, Width: Reg. & Wide. ACB $44.75 
U.S. Army Jungle Boots. Lightweight, web sides. 
Sizes: 6 to 12, Width; Reg & Wide. 

AJB $39.95 

EMERGENCY/SURVIVAL 

EQUIPMENT 

☆TASCO COMPACT BINOCULARS Camouflaged 
impact resistant. Super! 8x21 mm. 

BIN 597.95 

☆FIELD EMERGENCY MEDICAL KIT. Con¬ 
tains essential medical supplies for in-the-field 
first-aid. You shouldn’t be without it. 

FEM $54.95 

☆SURVIVAL KIT. Contains the essential tools 
you would need to survive in a hostile and 
unfamiliar environment. A real lifesaver. 

SKT $16.95 

•☆SIGNAL FLARES. High visibility aerial signal 
flares. 20 miles visibility. ASF $12.95 

(Specify white or red). 

GREAT GIFT IDEA! 


•LC-1 COMBAT HARNESS AND ACCESSO¬ 
RIES O.D. Green suspenders, equipment belt, 
canteen cover, plastic canteen, and M-16 
ammo pouch (holds 3-30 round mags). 

LC-1A 535.50 

Without ammo pouch. LC-1 B $26.50 

Separates 

SUSPENDERS: SUSP $12.95 

BELT: BELT 59.00 

CANTEEN & COVER: CANT $7.95 

LC-1 MEDIUM FIELD PACK. Army standard 
issue, quick-release shoulder harness, Ex¬ 
cellent for backpacking. ALICE $45.95 


ORDER BEFORE THE 
CHRISTMAS RUSH! 


GALLANT 

EXCLUSIVE 

(fja[[ant &)ift 

GOOD FOREVER ON 
ALL OF OUR FINE 
. PRODUCTS , 
\ FROM $5.00 UP / 


ORDERING INFORMATION: Order by phone. It’s faster. Don't forget your credit card 
number and expiration date. To order call 1 -818-571-1221. Order by mail can be written 
on plain paper or on the handy order form shown below. 

Shipping/Handling Send When ordering, use color abbreviations 

Order up to $ 10.00. S3.50 Woodland Camo.WD Black...... BLK 

S 10.00...,,$ 50.00.$4.50 Day Desert. DD Blue. . . BU 

$ 50.00-$100.00.$6.50 Tiger Stripe..*.TS Navy Blue. ..... NBU 

$100.00.$200.00..... $8.00 Olive Drab.. OD 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR FULL REFUND 

GALLANT INTERNATIONAL 5595 £. 7th Street, Suite 529 


Code Qty. 


Description 


5595 E- 7th Street, Suite 529 
Long Beach, California 90804 

Size Color Price 



CHARGE MV: □ Include Catalog ($1.00) 
£ xp □ Mastercard □ Visa 

Date- Signature:_ 


Shipping 

Handling 

Tax 
6.5% for 

Catalog 
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SOF FEATURE 


TRADE TALK 

Spook Speak, Asian Argot and 

Service Slang 

by Bob Burton 


SPEAKING SOLDIERESE 

A Dictionary of Soldier Talk . By; 
COL John R. siting, USA Ret., SGM 
Dan Cragg, USA Ret., and SFC Ernest 
L. Deal, USA Ret. Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, New York! 1984. 383 pages. 
$35.00. Review by Alexander fvjcColl. 

This is more than just a catalog or 
glossary of more-or-less-current mili¬ 
tary slang, semi-slang and official buzz¬ 
words that would otherwise baffle the 
non-military reader. It also contains a lot 
of military history and is evidently the 
result of a vast amount of lovi ng research 
and inquiry into the history of American 
soldiering at the working level. For this 
reason, in addition to being an invalu¬ 
able reference, it is an enjoyable book to 
read, bringing back more than once the 
thought of the '‘good old days, when we 
really had an Army.” The reviewer’s 
military experience only goes back to 
J953 (late brownshoe Army), but even 
then the shadows of older and better days 
were there. Each of the entries in¬ 
cludes a notation as to which period pf 
the Army’s history the entry relates to. 
One could wish for a bit more separation 
between informal slang and official ter¬ 
minology, and between specifically 
West-Point slang and the slang of ordin¬ 
ary soldiers, but this is picking small nits 
off an otherwise useful, entertaining and 
valuable book. 

The Dictionary includes a separate 
appendix of Navy and Marine Corps ter¬ 
minology. This is a subject that could 
be, and probably is, the subject of a 
large, complete treatise. The short sum¬ 
mary here is very good, and like the 
Army section, carries with it a lot of 
working-level history and lore from the 
Old Navy and the Old Corps, (The word 


list below by Bob Larson, an old China 
Navy hand, is in effect, an appendix to 
this appendix.) 

Since the Air Force started out as the 
Army Air Corps, I guess, the Air Force 
terminology and slang are included in 
the .Army section, and it does not seem 
out of place, notwithstanding the fact 
that the fly-boys have worn blue suits for 
the last 35 years. 

For the serious researcher or writer 
interested in verbal authenticity, this is 
an indispensible reference. For the 
general military reader it’s interesting 
and highly informative reading. 
Acey-deucy. A China sailor’s game, re¬ 
latively less complex than backgam¬ 
mon. In acey-deucy, the markers or 
pieces are not positioned on the board 
before the game starts, but are placed, as 
the game progresses, by the toss of the 
dice. Acey-deucy boards are rectangular 
in shape and finding the long end of the 
board is what drives Marines crazy. 

Air bedding. To drape one’s bedding on 
the life lines of a ship. Usually done 
when the ship is not underway. In China, 
bedding was aired on Wednesdays in 
port and great care had to be exercised to 
keep sampans from coming alongside 
and ripping off a blanket or two. As a 
slang term, it meant to get the hell outta 
there. Sample: “Boy! Did I air bedding 
when her husband came in!” 

Bad joss. Bad luck. A joss-stick was 
incense on a sliver of bamboo. It was 
burned to keep evil spirits at bay. If they 
screwed you over, it was a bad joss. If 
you caught the clap, it was bad joss. 
Good joss was when you used Monopoly 
money in a non-treaty port far up-river 
where they’d never seen Americans. 
Bend on. As an ex-signalman, I ought to 
know this one. A person bends on (con¬ 


nects) signal flags before the command, 
“Prepare to hoist,” is given. One also 
“bends on” two lines. In China Navy 
slang, it was a term used to express sex¬ 
ual desire, i.e, s “I sure would like to 
bend her on.” 

Boot. Old Navy or Marine term. Before 
WWII, recruits at training stations such 
as Great Lakes (Navy) or Parris Island 
(Marine), wore khaki leggings called 
“boots.” On the rare occasions when 
they were authorized liberty, they were 
not supposed to hang their trousers out¬ 
side their leggings as did more senior 
men. Naturally they did anyway to avoid 
being taken for a “boot.” 

Brown-shoe Navy. The old aviation 
branch of the Navy as opposed to the 
more traditional, i.e., “black shoe,” or 
battleship Navy. 

Cheela! Shanghai dialect for “get the 
hell away from me!” 

Chop-chop. A term that was never used 
by Old China Hands. Strictly Charlie 
Chan, Hollywood crap. 

Collision mats. Large, thick, mattress- 
like pads, placed over areas in the hull 
that have been “ holed” as a temporary 
repair. In slang, the term referred to pan¬ 
cakes served on the messdecks. 

Cow. Condensed milk. Also known as 
“moo-juice.” In the China Navy it was 
also known as “nip-dip.” 

Dit happy. Slang for radiomen who 
were also known as Sparks, Sparkey or 
Speed Key. 

Eee-yao-mah. Mandarin dialect. 
“What’s happenin’?” or “How are 
you?” 

A Flathat. A blue, wool, winter hat, 
with a ribbon in front that bore the name 
of the wearer’s ship or station. In war¬ 
time it simply said, “U.S. Navy.” The 
flathat was a warm, practical cover, so. 
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Soldier, sailor or spy talk is a professional 
argot or slang that mixes street and battle¬ 
field lingo with acronyms and, more recent¬ 
ly, scientific jargon. We’ve already ex¬ 
plored two of these dialects: the mercen¬ 
ary’s (“How to Talk Merc/’ SOF, May 
’83) and slang of the Vietnam War (“G.I. 
Jargon, ’ ’ SOF, October ’83). 

This month, Bob Burton tackles the lingo 
of the Intelligence Community (IC). As he 
tells us. “The IC is composed of those 
agencies in our government that collect, 
analyze and disseminate information turned 
into hard intelligence. Those agencies in¬ 
clude but are not limited to the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI), Defense Intelligence 
Agency (D1A). National Security Agency 
(NSA) and a host of others. Spy talk is half 
science and half street jargon. It grew out of 
WWII and reached maturity during the late 
’60s and early '70s, at which time 
bureaucrats started to create some of their 
own. 

“With the advent of high technology, ’’ 
Burton continues, ‘ ‘space-age terminology 


has moved in alongside such ancient stand¬ 
bys as invisible ink and dead drop, giving us 
spy-in-the-sky and electronic crypto¬ 
system.” 

Humor is an essential ingredient of spy 
talk. It's also evident in military slang, as 
Alex McColl's review of Soldier Talk and 
Bob Larson's listing of Old China sailor 
slang indicate (see below). 

Finally, there's pidgin English, that uni¬ 
versal Asian dialect. Jim Morris's account 
of his Thai encounter with pidgin (see p. 44) 
completes our roundup of specialized Eng¬ 
lish. — The Eds. 


E YES ONLY: MKGREGORIO. Re: 

MKAZTEC. No go. To avoid flap, 
E&E. MKRABBI. 

Spy talk is deliberately cryptic. But with 
a little practice and some handy definitions, 
you can decipher its secret language. Take 
the above message, for instance. It could 
signal the end of a false flag operation in 
which a Company or CIA officer had been 
recruiting agents while posing as a KGB or 


other foreign secret-service representative. 
The ultimate purpose of such operations is 
to bring discredit to the falsely assumed 
allegiance. 

Such an operative is HUMINT, human 
intelligence, the most important link in the 
intelligence cycle. He operates from a safe 
house, an unregistered home or apartment 
in which to shelter in relative safety while in 
the operational area and to which the Agen¬ 
cy can send go-no-go messages concerning 
the operational status of his project. 

If this spy received the above message, he 
would escape and evade to avoid exposure 
— the flap — that could hit the papers. 
Because he had produced hard returns, ex¬ 
pected measurable results on his projects, 
including hard targets (high-priority and 
high-security targets), he had left his hand¬ 
writing, as the British call it, all over his 
area of operations. Such a brand or style is a 
mark of an officer’s operational ability. 

By the way, you should never call a CIA 
spy an agent: Agents are usually outside 
employees hired for various one-time pro¬ 
jects or long-lasting operations. A CIA case 


naturally, it was discontinued by the 
Navy.' •• 

Flying Baker. When a ship is onloading 
or offloading ammunition, it flies a red 
flag called! ‘ Baker. ’ t The term was also 
China Navy slang for any woman who 
was haying her menstrual period. Sam¬ 
ple; “My pig was flyin’ baker, so I hit 
the house of a thousand assholes, the one 
; ; on the comer of Bubbling Well and Car¬ 

ter Road”. 

Geedunk. Navy or Marine slang for li¬ 
quid sweets derived from the sound a 
scoop of ice cream made when it was 
dropped into a container. Any solid 
sweet was called pogey-bait. 

Gob. An old Navy term for a sailor 
which originated from the “gobs” of 
tobacco seamen chewed when not 
allowed to smoke. 

Hooligan Navy. The Coast Guard 
which comes under operational control 
of the Navy in wartime. The Coasties 
were very much respected by the Navy 
and I never heard anyone say negative 
things about the “Happy Hooligans.” 
i ^ iKvass. , A China Navy term for non- 
fermented fruit juice — usually cherry 
— which the Russians on China Station 
used to dilute their Spud, or vodka. Very 
nice. A quart of spud, incidentally, cost 
80 cents Mex or less than a nickel 
; : Mex. Old Mexican money, bougjit by 
China when Mexico stabilized its cur¬ 
rency, and used by China for many 
years. American money was called 
“gteen” or “gold.” Chinese.paper 
money., which varied from province to 
\f4t-;province, &as called, “LC” for “local 
> currency.” A good, stout wench., certi¬ 
fied a v-irgin, could be had for 100 Mex, 
or five dollars green, and you got papers 
. • too. . - — i ' - 

Motorpan. A shallow-draft, flat- 


keeled, small boat, carried by river gun¬ 
boats. 

Officer of the Deck. The man on duty 
who represents the commanding officer 
of a vessel during a given 24-hour 
period. The OOD can always be disting- . 
uished by the gray, suede gloves he 
wears and by the telescope he carries 
under his airm. The scope is never refer¬ 
red to as a telescope, or spy glass, 
however. It is always called a “long .. 
glass,” or, more simply, a “glass.” 
Only chaplains, yeomen and civilians 
call it a telescope. At sea, the officer of 
the . deck is on the bridge where the 
“glass” is replaced by “glasses,” or 
binoculars. 

Hg, China Navy Slang for girl friend 
and/or shaek-job. If you saw one eat, 
you’d know why they were called pigs. 
Plahaba. Shantung dialect for the ques- : 
tion, “Do you understand?” 
Qwaydi-Qwaydi. Shanghai dialect for 
get a move on, move your ass or hurry 
up- 

Red lead . An anti-rust compound ap¬ 
plied to all weather surfaces of a ship 
before painting. In Navy slang, the term 
referred to catsup. 

Rice-bowl Sailor. Yangtze River gun¬ 
boats carried Chinese laborers, who 
were actually members of the crew but. 
not Officially recognized by the captain 
as being aboard. They performed all the 
actual labor, but could not work the 
helm, or handle weapons. If you got a 1 
haircut on the beach, instead of having 
your Chinese ship’s barber do it, he lost 
face, which usually prompted him to 
quit the ship and spend the rest of his life 
sniping at your vessel from the banks of ; , 
the Yangtze because you “broke his 
rice-bowl” ♦ 

R»ver Rat. China Navy slang for a river 


gunboat sailor. 

Russian Relief. NaVy or Marine slang 
used on China Station for shacking with 
a Russian female refugee named Luba. I 
fcan use the specific name without fear of 
contradiction because ail Russian 
women in Shanghai were named Luba. 
And none of them shaved their legs or 
underarms. 

Shabiza. Shanghai dialect for young 
person or child. The term was generally 
only used by men who had sailed on 
China Station. 

Smoogee. Navy and Marine slang for a 
kiss and probably the basis for the more 
popular term “smooch.” 

Tao boy (towel boy), a 75-year-old man 
who delivers towels to rooms in a 
Chinese whorehouse; You’d normally 
: hear it from hookers who asked you to 
■ ‘please givee tao boy cumshaw [a tip] , ’ * 
The guy usually owned two or three 
Rolls Royces, a couple of coastal freigh¬ 
ters and a big piece of the rock. 

Swoon gin,, preferably 

orange-flavored, which was normally 
slipped into the punch bowl whenaChi- 

of his infrequent lawn parties for the 
sailors. It was even more fun to feed 
Swoon Juice to the missionary’s daugh- 

and allow you to take her topside where 
you could screw the socks off her. - 
Upstairs girl. A whore who specialized 
in blow-jobs. ^ 

not give blow-jobs. 

Backside girl. Scll-explanatoiy. 
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officer takes reports from his agents. 
Although not official employees of the CIA, 
agents occupy a very important place in the 
intelligence-gathering process. There are 
principal and secondary or sub-agents , ac¬ 


tion agents, support agents and agents of 
influence. All play a role in the process of 
penetrating the intelligence apparatus of a 
target country. 

An asset is a source of information within 


a target’s structure. An asset may be a con¬ 
tract agent or an employee within the target 
structure, such as a secretary sympathetic to 
Western ideals who just happens to work for 
the Iranian Embassy in Mexico City. Of 
course, all agents and their case officers 
have cover. Usually this cover is backstop¬ 
ped or at least has a flash cover or flash 
backstopping. If the agent or officer is deep 
backstopped that means the Cover Division 
at CIA (or another agency) will verify em¬ 
ployment for the “Acme Trucking Co.” 
should a suspicious counter-espionage 
officer of the target country call Langley, 
Va., for a verification of employment. 

The Cover Division has banks of tele¬ 
phones which list individual operatives who 
are assigned to each number and their 
legend or cover. The legend details the 
background of the agent or officer to cover a 
period of years. Flash cover or backstop¬ 
ping is usually only cover ID or some other 
document to get by with in the field. It won’t 
stand too much scrutiny. 

Sometimes the CIA will use a dangle 
operation with a national agent. Such an 
operation tries to draw off the host country’s 
counterintelligence agents into a deception 
operation by dangling false leads and non¬ 
existent or national agents in front of them. 
The case officer who heads up the dangle 
operation has a Bigot List to enable him to 
find those foreign nationals under contract 
to the Agency. Sometimes, the dangle op¬ 
eration may have to be aborted if a policy 
change from Langley comes through in the 
book message over the electronic com¬ 
munications network maintained by the 
Agency. 

Book messages are sent to all field in¬ 
stallations so changes can be made im¬ 
mediately on receipt. If the agent is in a 
sensitive position, information may have to 
be gotten to him in a brush pass — what a 
casual observer would believe was only two 
strangers bumping into each other in a 
crowded bar or on the street. If there is 
blow-back over the aborted mission, some 
agents will have to be terminated or simply 
fired with Langley notified on the back- 
channels, the secret frequencies used by 
commo men. 

Usually, the genius who developed the 
dangle operation will have had a black 
mind , a compliment in the counterintelli¬ 
gence profession since it indicates someone 
capable of seeing beyond the obvious or 
even the not-so-obvious. These creative, 
imaginative individuals usually move into 
black work or deception operations. They 
usually work in counterintelligence (Cl) 
where they are told to find careers looking 
for the enemy’s moles or penetrations. 
These penetrations by enemy intelligence 
experts would compromise or reveal this 
nation’s more important secrets. 

Cl is that area of operations that takes 
action to prevent damage done by enemy 
intelligence services. This action ranges 
from compromising enemy agents by blow¬ 
ing their cover to planting false information 
in their paths to divert their attention. It 
often uses double agents or turns — cap- 
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Available in Sage Green. 
Sizes: XS, S, M. L, XL. 
Specify size when ordering 


A Genuine U.S.A.F 
MAI Flight Jacket 

The same jacket our 
air force pilots have 
worn for over 20 
years. It features a 
durable nylon shell 
with polyester fill for 
warmth, and 2 flap 
closure pockets with 
snaps inside and out. 
Fully reversible to 
International Rescue 
orange. Additional 
features include 
heavy knit cuffs, 
collar and waist band, 
and a zippered ciga¬ 
rette pocket with 
pen holder on the 
upper sleeve. 


$44.90 
or 2 @ $40.90 each. 

B Genuine M-G5 G.l. Field Jacket. Outer shell is made 
of 50% cotton/50% nylon, quarpel treated 
to be water and wind resistant. Inside liner is 
100% cotton. Jacket has a heavy brass zipper 
plus snap closure wind flap. The collar has a 
zip-in hood. Draw strings at the waist and bottom 
of the jacket to retain body heat. 

Available in O.D. Green or Woodland Camouflage. 

Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 

(Sizes run large. If unsure of size, send chest 
measurement and height for men and women.; 

Specify color and size when ordering.$£A4D 

C M-G5 Reid Jacket Liners. Latest government 
issue. Quilted for extra warmth. 

Available in O.D. Green. 

Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 

Specify size when ordering. $18,95 

D ULS.A.F N-2B Arctic Short Parka-Original Issue. 

Our most popular cold weather jacket. It features a 
zip-up synthetic fur lined hood, zippered cigarette pocket and 
pen holder on the sleeve, 2 snap pockets on the inside and 
out, and heavy elastic cuffs and waist band. 

Available in Sage Green. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. . 

Specify size when ordering.$JA£tf $J49° 

- U.S.A.F. N-3B Extreme Cold Weather Parka— Original 
t Issue. This parka is similar in design and 
construction to the N-2B Parka above, but with 
additional length and insulation for 
extreme cold weather conditions. 

Available in Sage Green. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

Specify size when ordering. . $1pft0O^ 


U/ H genuine B.D.U.’s are made from 50% Nylon 
50% Cotton. Double fabric at knees, seat and elbows for 
reinforcement. Trousers have 6-pockets with draw string 
cuffs and waist adjustment tabs.The coat has 4 pockets. 
Available in Woodland or Day Desert Camouflage. 

G. Pants sizes: XS, S,M,L, XL. 

H. Coat sizes: XS,S,M,L, XL. 

(Day Desert not available in X-Small) 

Sizes run large. If unsure of size, send 
measurements. 

Specify size, item and color 

when ordering. 

2 or more piece: 

■ /I* Genuine Warm Climate Fatigues. 100% 
d/K O.D. Green Rip-Stop Cotton.These are the 
most cool and comfortable B.D.U.’s we’ve ever worn. 

4 pocket coat, and 6-pocket pants with waist adjust¬ 
ment tabs and draw string cuffs. 

J. Pants sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 

K. Coat sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 

Specify sizes and . a t 

item when ordering.$£0r9O 

2 or more pieces @ $25.0tfeach. 





— Original U.S.A.F. SRU 21/P Survival Vest. Vest maue 
r of heavy nylon mesh. Has 10 nylon outside pockets and 2 
large inside pockets to hold ammo, food, magazines, compass, 
first aid kit, fishing gear, weights, hooks, etc. Cool and 
comfortable to wear for extended periods. Great for many 
purposes, such as shooting, hunting, fishing, or hiking. Velcro 
and draw strings on the back to adjust for comfortable fit. 
Available in Sage Green. 

Sizes: 1 fits men's Small and Medium. 

2 fits men's Large and X-Large. 

Specify size when ordering. $59.90 

or 2 @ $56.90 each. 


L/M Camouflage 
Clothing. Made of 50% Nylon 
50% Cotton. The shirt has 2 button flapped 
pockets, and the trousers have 2 patch pockets, 2 
button flapped pockets, brass zipper and G.l. buttons. 
Available in Woodland and Day Desert Camou¬ 
flage (add $2.00/piece for Day Desert). 

L Pants sizes: 4, 6, 8,10,12,14. 

M. Shirt sizes: 4, 6, 8,10,12,14. 

Specify size, item and color when 

ordering.$)46D 

2 or more pieces @ $12.90 each. 

N O.D. Green 100% Cotton Tee 
Shirt. G.l. Issue short sleeved 
crew neck Tee shirt. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

Specify size when ordering. $4.95 

3 for $4.25 each. 

0 Woodland Camouflage Tee Shirt. A 50% Polyester 
50% Cotton blend with short sleeves and crew neck. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

Specify size when ordering. $5.95 

P G.l.Trouser Belt. This Mil. Spec, web belt has a polished 
brass roller buckle and end tip. It fits up to size 44, and 
can be made shorter by cutting end. 

Available in Q D. Green and Khaki Tan (Matches Day Desert.) 
Sizes: Boy's and men’s up to size 44. 

Specify size and color when ordering. $2.90 





Q Genuine G.l. Boonie Hat. Wide 
brim with vent screens. Available 
in O.D. Green, Woodland, and Day Desert Camouflage. 

Sizes: 7, 7% 7%, 7%. 

Specify size and color when ordering. 

q U.S.M.C. Utility Hats. 

Il Available in 0. D. Green and Woodland Camouflage. 

Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 

Specify size and color when ordering. 

S LC-2A Pistol Belt—Current Issue. Features heavy 
nylon web and Quick-Release buckle. 

Available in Q D. Green. $10.90 

T U.S.M.C. Shooter’s Coat. Day Desert 50% nylon 50% 
cotton. Blue Denim 100% cotton. Made to spec. Shoulder 
patch and 3 pulse pads. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

Specify size and color when ordering.$M<8tf^27,)k 

11 /II Canteen with (Jover. Nylon cover] 
U/ V has pocket on outside for water purifica¬ 
tion tablets. Available in QD. Green. 

U. Canteen ONLY. $2.00 

. V. Canteen Cover. $6.50 

^ 2 covers @ $6.00 each. 



JASCO INTERNATIONAL 


« % Cril ., e 

JiVS ' qoo-fatigu^ 

T m \J 464 Minimum order: $15.00 

• K hi call 1-213-5 46 ' Add $300 for H , s 

in CA ’ ' California residents add 6 V 2 % sales tax. 

FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOG SEND $.50 (for postage and handling). FREE WITH ORDER. 


1116-A 8th Street SUITE 234 
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 


. C.O.D. Cash Check _ Money Order 

MasterCard 1 Visa 


_ Exp. Date. 


I Address 

I City_ 

I Signature _ 


State . 


-Zip- 

























tured enemy spies sent back against their old 
masters. Sometimes, such agents are de¬ 
liberately given false or misleading in¬ 
formation in order to deceive a potential 
interrogator. This is called sending an emp¬ 
ty vessel . 

Naturally, all operational areas are given 
cryptonyms. Usually, the first two letters of 
a code name will be a digraph, which indi¬ 
cates the area of operations or country. For 
instance, if El Salvador is digraphed MK 
and we have an operation there called 
AZTEC, headed by an officer coded RAB¬ 
BI, its cryptonyms indicating operation and 
officer would read: MK AZTEC headed by 
MKRABBI. All countries are assigned a 
digraph; these digraphs are changed 
periodically. 

If a double agent finds himself in trouble 
he might send a dummy message or leave 
danger signals . The dummy message is a 
totally false or partially fabricated com¬ 
munication to be intercepted by the foe, in 
order to throw them off completely or at 
least slow them up. If the agent cannot com¬ 
municate, he will leave danger signals, 
usually prearranged chalk or other mark¬ 
ings, on walls or posts to indicate compro¬ 
mise, Sometimes a message will be left in a 
certain predesignated place, such as behind 
a radiator or in a tree hollow: This is called a 
dead drop. 

If the agent or officer is caught by a foe he 
particularly fears and he is afraid he may 
disclose vital information under interroga¬ 
tion, he may resort to taking an L pill , a 
lethal pill, usually gray. These are supplied 
for high-risk or torlure-expected-if-cap- 
tured operations. 

Should the agent be in danger, he often 
checks his pocket litter and his dead babies 
to see how much fresh he has. The pocket 
litter looks like the innocent clutter one 
finds in any pants pocket — keys, movie 
tickets, coins, matchbooks. But it is all de¬ 
signed to prove the carrier was someplace at 
a certain time. Dead babies are false IDs 
based on birth certificates of babies that died 
in infancy or childhood. The agent can use 
them to flash his way out of a routine traffic 
accident or road block. 

If a good HUMINT operative, working 
under deep cover for MKAZTEC, discov¬ 
ered a laTget country 1 s high-grade cryptosy¬ 
stem, he would also find the key list. Such a 
cryptosystem is designed to provide lasting 
security and to resist solution for a compara¬ 
tively long period. The key list is the pub¬ 
lication that contains the key for a cryptosy¬ 
stem in a given cryptoperiod. He would then 
transfer this entire system into a microdot — 
dots the size of the one over this “i” — and 
place it on a postcard to be easily mailed out 
of the country for image enhancement at 
Langley. 

The microdot would be enhanced and a 
briefing book sent to the operational desk of 
the country coded MK. This could show 
that the code was a relatively simple one¬ 
time cryptosystem in which a cipher 
alphabet was used only once. Now that the 
system was decoded, the operations officer 
would develop an OIR or other intelligence 

44 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


requirements for transmittal back to the 
officer or agent in MK to be transmitted by 
the back channels to the COS (chief of sta¬ 
tion) at the American Embassy in MK. The 
COS is head of all CIA activity in a given 
country. 

On receipt of this data, it could be de¬ 
cided to develop a blackpsyops project, one 
which would have no sponsor if blown or 
compromised, since the sponsoring govern¬ 
ment is totally hidden under black cover. It 
could also be decided to develop a PM or 
paramilitary force under cover of false flag 
to see if enemy guerrillas could be lured out 
to join, thinking they were enlisting in 
another anti-government force. 

If this scenario were developed, our man 
in MK would experience that unique 
physical event called pucker factor. Pucker 
factor relates directly to the amount of 
ground fire you receive, the number of pale 
guys in civilian white shirts standing in the 
back of the briefing room and the number of 
night jumps where you follow the enemy’s 
tracers down. 

It has been said the pefect spy is one who 
has trouble getting a headwaiter’s attention. 
Our man in MK is a hard-eyed, high¬ 
cheekboned ethnic type who thinks Red, 


White and Blue . which indicates his pro- 
Western feelings. He had run several false 
flag or run-it-up-a-flagpole-and-see-if-any - 
body-salutes-it operations, all successful. 
He had often worked as a stringer , a free¬ 
lance spy for hire to all of the same ideolo¬ 
gy, for the French, British and United 
States. He was also good as a street man — 
an agent who specializes in meeting or re¬ 
cruiting agents — as well as back-alley op¬ 
erations , street surveillance or tailing. In his 
youth he had been placed as a sleeper , that 
special breed that lies low in a country for 
years before being activated. 

Eventually he had been turned into a sing¬ 
leton, an agent or officer who works alone 
without a chain of intermediaries. He had 
been slugged MKGREGORIO, which 
means he was coded. He had been sheepdip- 
ped — placed within an organization or 
force where he could gain credibility for 
future work — before he became a career 
officer of the Agency. 

The book message reads, “EYES 
ONLY: MKGREGORIO. Re: MKAZTEC. 
No go. To avoid flap, E&E. MKRABBI.” 

The pucker factor will remain high while 
our man checks his flash cover and plans his 
escape.^ 


MAKE PIDGIN TALK 

In the Far East most people who speak 
English speak pidgin, in which English 
words are shoved into an Asian sentence 
structure. In pidgin there is only one 
tense, the present. Past is indicated by 
the adverb “before,’' future by 
“maybe,” Singular is the only number; 
the plural is indicated by an adjective 
such as “many.” 

Thus the sentence, “He has driven 
lots of cars,” would be rendered, "This 
man before, he drive many car.” 

In the bars the girls have two standard 
opening gambits, “How long you stay 
Bangkok?” and “You work Saudi?” 

Jim Coyne and I spoke to so many 
people that way for so long that even¬ 
tually we began to speak that way to each 
other, much to the annoyance of those 
Thais who did speak good English and 
thought we were putting them on. As in: 

“You write lousy story.” 

“Stuff it. Bozo.” 

Please note that “Stuff it. Bozo,” is 
rendered the same in both pidgin and 
standard English. 

It frequently happens that one meets a 
highly intelligent Thai who wants to 
convey a complicated message. To do so 
that person must make a limited voca¬ 
bulary do things for which it is not in¬ 
tended; When the message is also emo¬ 
tionally charged the results can do all the 
things that poetry is supposed to. 

When Coyne and I went to Surat Tha- 
ni we met Maj. Vinai Rodving who told 
us this story of how it happened that he 
was to be presented a medal by the King 
of Thailand (see “Thailand’s 20th Cen¬ 


tury Dragoons,” SOF. April ’83): 

On the five of next 
I go to the house of the King 
To get the King’s coin 
Because I am the courage man. 

Oh my English is So bad. 

Seven man get the King’s coin, 

I am the third. 

Many are the general, 

I am the only major. 

In six month 
I lead nineteen operation 
Against the communist 
I lose no man. 

I go first man 
With no weapon. 

I no carry . 

Other officer, 

They talk, am I - . mad? 

But no 

My troops they are scare 
They come here from many other 
place 

To make new unit. 

They are very scare 
Of the communist. 

1 say 

If you think the communist.are bad 
Watch this. 

And I go first 
With no weapon. 

So now I go to the house of the King 
For the King’s; coin. 

Maybe I will stay in the King’s house 
And make the paper, 

Because l am tired now 

Very, very tired. — Jim Morris 
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LITTLE BIG MAN 

Saluting Sgt. Hue 

by Kregg P.J. Jorgenson 


A LTHOUGH he was only about five- 
foot-five-inches and maybe 115 
pounds, Nguyen Hue was the closest thing 
to Daniel Boone we’d ever get to see. We 
were Alpha Troop, the 1st of the 9th Cav, 
“Blues,” a 21-man recon platoon with the 
1st Cav. Division working out of Tay Ninh 
Province in the summer-like spring of 1970. 

Sergeant Hue was on the roster as an 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam interpre¬ 
ter but he also doubled as a scout because 
the “Kit Carsons” we had were just excess 
baggage. The Kit Carsons were a great PR 
stunt dreamed up by some REMF who more 
than likely never had to work with or rely on 
them. To someone somewhere I suppose 
they made good sense and press: “Bad 
Guys Change Their Ways For Good Old 
U.S.,” but they had us grunts wondering 
whether they’d really changed or if they’d 
change back again when it proved con¬ 
venient. 

From time to time Division dumped 
several Kit Carsons on us to test their better- 
fed-than-red theory; however, they seldom 
rose above our suspicion or scorn. One in 
particular, a former VC recycled from I 
Corps, was so despised he was singled out 
as a soon-to-be-hero should things ever get 
to the wall in a fire fight. Before he could 
change sides again he’d buy the farm and 
several members of the platoon would help 
him make the down payment. 

Hue was another matter entirely. At first 
several of us Shake V Bakes, ex-LRRPs or 
older vets, were skeptical about his abili¬ 
ties. After all, he was an ARVN and besides 
what could a “gook” teach us anyway? For 
those who cared to listen and learn, Hue was 
a patient teacher. 

Already in his fourth year of the war as a 
grunt, he was well-seasoned in all aspects of 
field operations, but his specialty was walk¬ 
ing point, reading situations and trails. To 


TO THE POINT 

4 ^| was a shake ’n’ bake buck sergeant 
ffdiH Ft. Benning,” Kregg P.J. Jorgen¬ 
son tells us, “who CBS called ‘the 
sergeant who likes to walk point,’ 
piece they ran on the Vietnam War*' 

■ ■ ‘‘I’ve always laughed about that,” he 
continues, “I didn’t‘like’ to walk point, 
but with people like Nguyen Hue show¬ 
ing me the ropes, it wasn’t that bad. He 
taught me a lot about the bush and sur¬ 
vival.’* . 

Jorgenson spent seven years in the 
U.S. Army, three in the infantry and 
four as a journalist. He served in Viet¬ 
nam from September 1969 to September 
’70 With Hotel Co. (Rangers-LRRPs), 
75th Infantry* ant Recon Platoon, 1 st of 
the 9th. 1 st Ca#Division. Hue was a 
scout for the 1 st of the 9th "‘Blues."' 

Jorgenson’s awards include a Silver 
Star* two Bronze Stars, three Purple 
Hearts, a Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry 
'and a CIB. 

“One of the Bronze Stars,” Jorgen¬ 
son tells us, “was supposedly for saving 
Hue’s life, when in reality l just reacted 
to a scared-shitless moment. Hue, on the 
other hand, was an honest-to-god hero, 
and my article is a tribute to him and 
those like him.’^ . . 

Since leaving the service Jorgenson 
has supported his free-lance writing 
career by 9-to«5 jobs that have included 
scriptwriting for an audio-visual produc¬ 
tion company in Bellevue, Wash., and 
selling parts for a trucking company in 
Kirkland, Wash. His first SOF contribu¬ 
tion, $n“ I Was There” column about 
his introduction to Vietnam, appeared in 
our August ’84 issue. 



Author stands with his M16 next to a 
downed helicopter. The primary task of his 
unit was to swoop down on the division’s 
crashed choppers, set up a perimeter and 
rescue the survivors. 


him it was an art form and maybe a science, 
though he never said so. Whenever we came 
across a jungle trail. Hue went to work. 
Doing a quick study he’d take in everything: 
the size and shape of the trail, the sounds in 
the bush, the footprints down to each ridge 
and groove, the dampness of the soiL 

He taught us to keep an eye out for any¬ 
thing out of the ordinary. The Viet Cong and 
North Vietnamese Army weren’t just 
ghosts, appearing and disappearing at will. 
“They leave signs like anyone else,” he 
used to say. “You just have to look for 
them.” 

He’d also stop us abruptly when he 
noticed a bunker we’d overlooked, trying to 
keep us from killing ourselves. He was 
someone you could rely on. 

Take the time in the Dog’s Head on 19 
March that same year. Division intelligence 
told us the area — referred to as the Dog’s 
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First Lieutenant John 
“Blue” Hugele (center) 
with the author (right) 
aboard a Huey headed 
out on a mission. 


Head because of its canine appearance on 
the map — was empty. Some time back the 
area just a few miles from the Cambodian 
border may have had a few NVA units pas¬ 
sing through but from all aerial recons it 
looked deserted. They just wanted us to 
stick our noses in and take a look around and 
report back what we did or didn’t find. “A 
piece of cake” they said. 

Of course, we knew cakes could also be 
half-baked so Sergeant First Class Aldo 
Andreu, the platoon sergeant, had us pre¬ 
pare to do some cooking. That evening he 
had us check over our ammunition and 
equipment because, as he said, “You never 
know whoTl be doing the serving.” 

The next morning we took three lifts into 
a high-grass LZ and quickly spread into the 
wood line on touchdown. SOP was to sit, 
watch and listen, so after a cautious first few 
minutes LT John Hugele, or “Blue” as he 
was better known, gave us the order to move 
out slowly. 

Ten yards into the bush we came across a 
well-used trail and a series of bunkers. The 
area was littered with bunkers and fighting 
positions that, if occupied, could house a 
battalion or two. Judging by some of the 
signs, the area had been used recently. Only 
after an hour of carefully working the area, 
clearing bunkers and paralleling trails, we 
drew a blank. There were just too many to 
clear and we were running out of time. 
There would be one last area to search be¬ 
fore we were to be extracted, so we went 
about our job bunker by bunker. 

After the first few, Hue suddenly waved 
us down: An open hand warning the point 
squad to “Whoa” while he checked out 
something that didn’t quite look right. Flip¬ 
ping the safety off his Ml6, he cautiously 
eased his way over to a nearby spider hole. 
Several feet short of the fighting position he 
took quick aim and fired a short burst into its 
opening while a volley of AK rounds 
marked with green tracers came answering 
back. Another burst from his rifle silenced 
the NVA position. 

The silence was only momentary. In 
seconds the area was alive with NVA sol¬ 
diers, yelling and climbing out of their hid¬ 
ing places while their shouting officers tried 
to formulate a hasty assault. Initially they 
tried to overrun us — only we had the 
advantage. We had carefully and quietly 
worked our way inside their perimeter so if 
they were to overrun anything they’d first 
have to climb out of their bunkers and spider 
holes and get their bearings, and that was 
something we weren’t about to let them do. 

We were 21 men spread out along a jun¬ 
gle trail surrounded by what appeared to be 
a company-size element. The dense over¬ 
head canopy ruled out any gunship support 
and the nearest LZ was a quarter mile away, 
so for the time being we were on our own. 
“Blue” was on the radio, coordinating 
artillery, and we knew help would be on the 
way, but for now the piece-of-cake mission 
was something we’d have to cut up piece by 
piece. 

They came at us in small groups, strug¬ 
gling with the wait-a-minute vines and the 
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thick branches. Their concealment and cov¬ 
er were now working against them. SP4 
Duane Bloor, one of the platoon’s two M60 
gunners, dropped four NVA only a few 
yards from the point squad’s left flank but 
not before a bullet caught one squad mem¬ 
ber in the thigh and the assistant squad lead¬ 
er with a grazing head wound. That squad 
leader, SGT Ed Beal, ignoring the constant 
flow of blood and the immediate pain, went 
on to clear out several nearby bunkers and 
shore up the holes the NVA tried to open in 
the first few minutes. 

Meanwhile Hue and I had our hands full 
when two NVA climbed out of a bunker 
directly in front of our position. The first 
was struggling to pull out an RPG while the 
second threw out a bag carrying extra rock¬ 
ets. I shot the first while Hue yanked the 
RPG out and flung it backwards away from 
the bunker. While he covered me I dropped 
a concussion grenade in the opening that the 
second man had retreated into and fired into 
the bunker’s other opening. Seconds later 
the explosion sent dirt and debris rumbling 
out. 

Hue dropped in the bunker and came up 
with an AK when another NVA leaped from 
a spider hole and came straight at him. Be¬ 
fore the NVA could turn and fire I dropped 
him. He fell only a few feet away, his 
bayonet the only thing I really focused on. 
The bastard had wanted to stick him. If he 
had fired Hue would’ve been dead and 
maybe me and a few others. He wouldn’t 
get another opportunity. Much the same 
kind of action was happening with the rest 
of the platoon though we couldn’t see it. 
The immediate picture wiped out the overall 
view. 

An hour or so later we had 24 confirmed 
kills, all in sight, some still clutching their 
weapons. A link-up with the reaction force 
and some smart maneuvering by “Blue” 
soured the NVA’s enthusiasm. Their 
attacks came less frequently and the scat¬ 
tered fire fights were burning out with spor¬ 
adic gunfire. The NVA were in retreat. 

For our efforts many of us would receive 
medals, while Hue would get a pat on the 
back and be lucky if his monthly paycheck 


made it to him on time, a paycheck that at 
best amounted to slightly over $40. 

Less than two weeks later, I was shot 
through both thighs while walking point. 
Again, along the border on another piece- 
of-cake mission. This time, though, I had 
cleared a bend in a dense jungle trail and 
walked into an NVA ambush minutes be¬ 
fore it was ready to go. After that awkward 
moment when I realized what was happen¬ 
ing I opened up on the man nearest to me. 

My cover man had not yet turned the 
comer in the trail so I was going to have to 
John Wayne it awhile. Only seconds after 
firing I was knocked off my feet. The right 
front thigh muscle pushed through my fa¬ 
tigue trousers while my left leg grew numb. 
The sun-bleached fatigue trousers were 
growing dark and wet. Sitting in a pool of 
blood fumbling for another magazine while 
the NVA kept firing, I wondered if this was 
how it would end. 

Movement to my left caught my attention 
and I saw Hue running around the bend. 
Jumping between me and the ambush, he 
laid down suppressive fire, giving me the 
time I needed to crawl behind the nearest 
tree. Seconds later he came sprinting back 
and dropped beside me, the canteen on his 
web belt spilling water where an AK round 
had ripped a hole. 

“You OK now?” he asked. 

OK wasn’t the word for it, nor are there 
words for the gut feeling I had when the war 
ended as it did in 1975. Watching the even¬ 
ing news clips with the Vietnamese fighting 
to get aboard the already-overloaded heli¬ 
copters on the Embassy roof in Saigon, I felt 
uneasy, frustrated and guilty. 

Thieu and his generals were already 
gone, as were those with the money or the 
clout. For Nguyen Hue and the others who 
put their faith and trust in us there’d be little 
more than a Xin Loi (sorry about that) and a 
wave goodbye. 

They deserved better but then Vietnam 
wasn’t that kind of war. Maybe all that’s left 
are war stories and tributes and somehow 
after all these years it still doesn’t seem to be 
enough. ^ 
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Protects and conceals nighttime glow - 
unique Velcro® doublelock band and crystal 
cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, 
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. mark for correct size. 
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Military Sweater 

100% Pure Wool Twill reinforcing shoulder & elbow 
patches. Extra tough and comfortable, even when wet! i 
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Guard are available immediately. 
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MADE IN ENGLAND BOONIE 

M5 HATS 

,,,w Floppy brim Vietnam 
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"IEUIUO able and functional Mil- 
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M5 

MEDICS 

BAG 

Better than 
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Medical 
Supply Bag. 


Made ol nylon packcloth for lightness and 
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some. Size: 16"x9"x10": Choice of Woodland 
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YOUr (Age 
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BDU PATROL CAP 
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CAMOUFLAGE WATCHBAND 
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with wool-lined ear flaps. 
Excellent cold weather 
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AMEBICA FIRST© 
T-SHIRTS 

Show your colors today! 
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distinctive and proud. Full color printing on 
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Long or Short Sleeve Black Shirts. 
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TIGER 
STRIPE 

At last, Tiger Stripe 
Jungle style fatigues in 
100% rip stop cotton, 4 
pocket coat, 6 pocket 
pants With drawstrings. 
Special 50/50 cotton 
polyester blend T-shirts 
and our own matching 
mesh ball cap. Sizes S,M, 
W. L, XL. 
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MA105, T.S. Jungle Trouser S 29 95 ppd. 
BQT71, T.S. T-Shirt S 6 95 ppd. 
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Money Back Guarantee 
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12/24 hour dial and nylon wrist strap. Depth 
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GUNNING 
FOR Gs 

Experiments, Expedients and Collectibles 
in El Salvador’s Armory 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 




T HE cornfield is black and wet. No 
moon, thank God. Com stalks slap 
against me as we glide through the field, 
painting my face, hands and the M16A1 
carbine with rain drops. 

It’s a recon patrol with a platoon of El 
Salvador’s famed Atlacatl Battalion and I’m 
not really sure why I wanted to come along 
on this evil night. For the past two weeks I 



had been doing weapons research and repair 
with the battalion at their cuartel outside San 
Salvador. Perhaps I was just trying to lend a 
little first-hand credence to a long-planned 
and frequently-delayed report on the pot¬ 
pourri of military weapons in this troubled 
country. If we did not make contact with the 
G’s this night, I’d have plenty of time to 
formulate that report. 

I glance rearward once more to confirm 
my rough back-azimuth on the red lights 
atop the antenna towers adjacent to the Atla¬ 
catl Battalion cuartel. They are now about 
five clicks to the northwest. We have been 
ordered to withdraw if the shit hits the fan. 

Several hours before, the Estado Mayor 
had called the Atlacatl OD informing him 
they had monitored radio traffic. Apparent¬ 
ly the G’s were moving around our cuartel 
and those of the cavalry regiment and artil¬ 
lery brigade located nearby. We are wisely 


staying within range of our available artil¬ 
lery support, a brace of Yugoslav 120mm 
UBM. 52 mortars. 

We have one M60 GPMG and one M79. 
The majority of the platoon is armed with 
M16A1 rifles. I’m carrying an M16A1 car¬ 
bine topped by the slick little Colt 3x20mm 
combat scope. While on an operation with 
the Atlacatl Battalion in Usulatan (See 
“Atlacatl Assault,” SOF, June ’84, page 
54), I vowed never again to cany a 7.62mm 
NATO clunker into bade. My carbine is 
equipped with a Redi-Mag fast-action speed 
loader (J.F.S., Inc., Dept. SOF, 515 Gor¬ 
don, P.O. Box 1892, Klamath Falls, OR 
97601) holding one spare 30-round maga¬ 
zine on the left side of the receiver. I have 
eight other 30-round magazines stashed in 
the magazine pouches of my Israeli Army 
combat vest for a total of 300 rounds. Half 
the magazines are loaded with 100 percent 





tracer (Austrian Hirtenberger), which I pre¬ 
fer for night operations, the rest with Ml93 
ball of Yugoslav origin (carrying a phony 
AAC 83 headstamp). 

As we slip silently through the com rows 
toward pueblos at the foot of a looming 
volcano, I review what I learned earlier in 
the day about the situation with individual 
weapons in the Salvadoran Army. I have the 
gut-feeling that we will not make contact 
this night. My instincts have never let me 
down in the field before. There will be time 
to think about weapons without having to 
fire one. 

By now the M16 and its numerous 
variants are ubiquitous throughout the Sal¬ 
vadoran Army. It has replaced the G3 in all 
units except the National Guard. The Artil¬ 
lery Brigade received brand new M16A1 
rifles (all serial numbered in the nine million 
range with Colt commercial markings and 
no U.S. Property stamps) in July of 1984. 
This was an improper disbursement of a 
very proper rifle, in my opinion. Rarely 
involved in infantry scenarios, the Artillery 
Brigade should have retained their G3s and 
the M16Als should have been issued to 
Immediate Reaction battalions. A total of 
4,000 new rifles were purchased directly 
from Colt with Foreign Military Sales 
Funds (FMSF). All of them were equipped 
with the new M16A2 pistol grip. 

The Cavalry Regiment received about 
500 of these Colt rifles in the form of the 
M16A1 Commando which features a slid¬ 
ing buttstock and an 11.5-inch barrel. All 
well and good if you are constantly popping 
in and out of a Panhard AML 245 Armored 
car, but the troops of the Cavalry Regiment 
are most often used as conventional infan¬ 
try. They move about in the same type of 
open, stake-bed trucks used by the rest of 
the Salvadoran Army. I fired one of these 

Atlacatl grenadier armed with the M79 
“blooper” and M67 hand grenades about to 
leave for a combat operation in San 
Vicente. 




MORE GRENADES 

San Miguel is a very bad place. In the 
three days I spent training 3rd Brigade 
machine gun crews we lost 23 WIA and 
one KIA in two claymore ambushes 
sprung on Army convoys. Weapons of 
all sorts abound in the area and combat is 
the ultimate test bed for them all. And 
sometimes (despite what demo expert 
John Donovan says) dynamite really 
does come in small packages. 

The Dutch firm of NWM de 
Kruithoom NV at Hertogenbosch manu¬ 
factures the world’s smallest hand gre¬ 
nade. The V40 mini-grenade is spherical 
with a diameter of only Wz inches. It 
weighs only 4.2 ounces, which is only 
40 percent of the weight of a convention¬ 
al grenade. 

The body is made of steel with a pre¬ 
notched interior to insure optimum frag¬ 
ment size—no large segments to zap the 
thrower and very little non-lethal dust. 
Upon detonation about 380 small, but 
incapacitating, pieces are impelled 
radially outwards at a velocity of 6,000 
fps. As a consequence of their small 
mass, they lose a significant proportion 
of their velocity by the time they have 
travelled five meters. When pitched 
from 20-25 meters, the likelihood of 
danger to the thrower is too small to be 
significant — except for the fuse assem¬ 
bly. At three meters from the point of 
detonation the casuality rate is 100 per¬ 
cent. 

In operation, the V40 is quite conven¬ 
tional. The safety pin, which passes 
through the spoon to hold it against the 
spring, has a generous-sized puli ring — 
larger in diameter than the grenade body 
itself. A U-shaped addition also fits over 
the top of the spoon to prevent accidental 



The world’s smallest hand grenade: The 
V40 is a nasty weapon in a small package. 


withdrawal. To use the grenade the pin 
must be rotated to free the U-shaped 
safety arm. In practice, the safety arms 
of the V40s I carried rotated off the top 
of the spoon of their own accord while 
juggling about in my Israeli combat vest. 
Not really dangerous, as you must still 
pull rather agressively to bend one leg of 
this safety arm when withdrawing the 
pin. The grenade will, of course, remain 
safe until the spoon is released. With 
some difficulty, the pin can be replaced 
if the tactical situation changes. 

When the spoon is released the spring 
forces the striker around in an arc to 
crush the detonator cap. There is a four- 
second time delay before the booster sets 
off the main charge. The V40 grenades 
are packed in plastic bandoliers each 
holding five. A bandolier weighs only 
23 ounces. 

The V40 grenade is one nasty punk in 
a small package. It’s designed to give 
someone a very bad headache. I like it. 
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LEFT, clockwise from top: Salvadoran 
trooper fires Solothurn MG-30 during 
Kokalis’ T&E. MG-30 recoil spring, barrel 
and bolt carrier with locking rollers, bolt 
and firing pin assembly — all built like a 
Swiss watch. Trigger mechanism of 
Solothurn MG-30. Upper position, “E,” is 
for semiauto fire; lower position, “R,” is 
for full-auto mode. 


M16A1 Commandos. The muzzle blast is 
horrendous and the accuracy potential is 
diminished considerably by the 11.5-inch 
tube. 

A far better choice would have been the 
M16A1 carbine which has a sliding butt¬ 
stock and 14.5-inch barrel (5.5 inches short¬ 
er than the M! 6A1 rifle’s barrel). This com¬ 
promise offers compactness with very little 
degradation of the system’s accuracy poten¬ 
tial. I prefer this configuration over all 
others. 

Armorers at the Maestranza (central 
ordnance depot) have£reated their own ver¬ 
sion of the Colt M16A1 Commando with a 
distinctive Salvadoran flavor. Starting with 
an M16A1 rifle, the barrel is cut back to 
approximately 11 inches and fitted with a 
Muzzle Miser to reduce climb and enhance 
controllability during full-auto fire. But, as 
I expected, the muzzle blast is still fear¬ 
some. A simple, efficient, collapsible tubu¬ 
lar buttstock was designed and fabricated at 
the Maestranza. The handguards and pistol 
grip are made of an exotic tropical wood and 
hand checkered. This weapon is issued only 
to battalion level commanders. 

The communist guerrillas make use of the 
M16 also — as supplied to them by North 
Vietnam via Cuba and Nicaragua and not as 
often from the Salvadoran Army as the press 
corps would lead you to believe. 

I even fired the new M16A2 rifle (fitted 
with an experimental muzzle brake) when 
visiting Lt. Col. Roberto Mauricio Staben, 
commander of the Arce Immediate Reac¬ 
tion Battalion in San Miguel. But, that’s 
another story entirely. 

The Maestranza, located in San Salva¬ 
dor, operates five mobile small arms repair 
trucks. It was originally intended that each 
Salvadoran Army unit would be visited 
twice a year. However, some units need 
more help than others and a few, like the 
Atlacatl (through the efforts of their com¬ 
mander, Major Azmitia, and SOF) have 
fairly sophisticated armenas. As a result, 
the mobile armories now move as directed 
by the Estado Mayor. 



The Maestranza itself, currently under¬ 
going extensive expansion, houses much 
that would fascinate any military weapons 
buff. Using a few lathes, mills, drill presses 
and that most important of all gunsmithing 
tools — a heavy vise — their armorers 
(trained in Panama, the U.S. and El Salva¬ 
dor) repair and alter everything from pistols 
to howitzers. During my inspection the 
modification section was busy converting 
the Madsen-Saetter GPMG (see SOF, 
September ’83, page 69) from caliber .30- 
06 and the MG34/42 type non¬ 
disintegrating belt to 7.62mm NATO and 


the U. S. M13 disintegrating link—a heroic 
effort on an undeserving patient. The Maes- 
tranza’s design section has recently de¬ 
veloped a cost-effective sub-caliber training 
device for the 90mm recoilless rifle. 

Prowling through rack after rack of G3s, 
M60s, Ml6s, HK21s, Madsen-Saetters, 
Madsen M50 and Hk MP5 submachine 
guns, MID Garands, M2 carbines and M2 
HB .50-caliber MGs, I remembered stum¬ 
bling upon a collector’s dream. Wiping the 
dust away with my sweating, trembling 
hands I beheld the only military small arm 
ever designed and fabricated in El Salvador 



ABOVE: Second Lieutenant Eliu Fuentes 
fires one of the new Colt M16A1 
Commandos recently issued to the 
Salvadoran Cavalry Regiment. RIGHT: 
Receiver markings on HB-I submachine 
gun. BELOW: The Baron HB-1 9mm SMG; 
designed and built in El Salvador. BELOW 
LEFT: MM-1 12-round 40mm grenade 
launcher used by Salvadoran army PRAL 
units. 
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— the little known HB-1 submachine gun. 
Designed in 1958 by Colonel Herman 
Baron, who at that time was commanding 
the Maestranza, the HB-1 exists in pro¬ 
totype form only, as it never went into pro¬ 
duction. 

At first glance, the HB-1 appears similar 
to the Italian Beretta Model 1938A sub¬ 
machine gun, with its wood buttstock and 
ventilated barrel jacket. The similarity is no 
more than superficial. Using Madsen M50 
(the submachine gun of issue in El Salvador 
during this time frame) single-position feed 
32-round magazines, the HB-1 weighs 8.25 
pounds with a loaded magazine and 7 
pounds empty. The barrel length is 10 in¬ 
ches and the overall length is 34 inches. The 
barrel is threaded into the receiver and thus 
not readily removable. It has six grooves 
and a right hand twist of one turn in 9.84 
inches. Cuts at the muzzle end form an 
integral compensator. A lug is attached to 
the barrel jacket which accepts the Mauser 
rifle bayonet. 

Blowback operated, the HB-1 fires from 
the open-bolt position. Because a single¬ 
position feed magazine is used, the bolt 
body has a reduced diameter. A cross-bolt 
type selector button is located in the rear of 
the stock just above the trigger housing 
assembly. A safety of similar design is lo¬ 
cated in the forearm portion of the stock. 

The end cap which slides in a slot milled 
into the rear of the receiver tube also serves 
as the fixed rear sight blade — an open “U” 
notch set for 100 meters has been cut into its 
upper surface. With this small exception, 
the HB-1 is conventional in all respects. 
Tested at Aberdeen Proving Ground in 
1959, the HB-1 performed well under the 
most adverse conditions. I can fault only its 
cyclic rate which I feel is a bit too high at 
750 rpm. Although only an obscure foot¬ 
note in the history of the submachine gun, 
Baron's design was a credible effort from an 
unexpected source. 

Continued browsing through the Maes- 


SOF’s Peter Kokalis in the bush with the 
M203 grenade launcher. 



ABOVE: One of the FN MAGs converted 
by Kokalis to feed U.S. M13 
disintegrating-link ammo. 

RIGHT: M16A1 shorty — chopped and 
customized at the Maestranza. 

BELOW RIGHT: Armorers at work at the 
Maestranza. 


tranza’s gun racks turned up another item of 
interest which I recalled hoping we would 
not need it on our night recon mission. The 
MM-1 12-round 40mm grenade launcher 
rode into recent public prominence as a con¬ 
sequence of its use as a rather funky prop in 
the movie “Dogs of War.” The MM-1, 
manufactured by Hawk Engineering, Inc. 
(Dept, SOF, 550 Frontage Road, North- 
field, IL 60093), is a direct progeny of the 
Manville series of rotary-chamber tear gas 
guns. 

The first weapon in this series was de¬ 
signed in 1934 by Charles J. Manville. It 
was a 12 gauge, 24-round, spring-driven, 
revolving chamber, cam-and-lever operated 
weapon capable of semiautomatic fire only. 
It was a dual-purpose — firing both tear-gas 
ammunition and standard shot shells — and 
intended for law enforcement use only. By 
1936 an 18-shot prototype had been com¬ 
pleted in caliber 25mm. During WWII a 
37mm version was developed, but it re¬ 
quired an unwieldly four-legged mount. 
Weighing about 40 pounds altogether, this 
version had little police application and was 
of no interest to the military. In 1943, for 
reasQns known only to himself, Manville 
destroyed all records, weapons, compo¬ 
nents and tooling. 

Manville’s concept, probably ahead of its 
time, has been resurrected and modified for 
the present by Hawk Engineering. The 
MM-1 will accept all U.S. and most foreign 
40mm grenades up to five inches in length, 
including smoke, illumination, gas, multi¬ 
ple projectile and HE rounds. With this, nas¬ 



ty looking device, one man can launch a 
volley of 12 40mm grenades at one or more 
targets within five seconds. The maximum 
effective rate of fire is 24 to 26 rounds per 
minute. 

Constructed of aluminum and steel, the 
MM-1 weighs only 16 pounds. The overall 
length is but 23 inches. Hand held and fired 
from the hip, the maximum effective range 
is approximately 350 meters. Reliable and 
easily maintained, the MM-1 requires no 
more attention than a service revolver. It has 
been used with great effect in El Salvador by 
the PRAL units (Salvadoran Army equiva¬ 
lent of the U.S. LRRPs). 

The Salvadoran Army is currently armed 
with the M79 40mm Grenade launcher 

Continued on page 119 
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You are looking at the most successful solution to the 
controversy over which is the most practical military 
cartridge. Developed in 1943, it gives good performance 
with minimum mass. The success of the AK and SKS 
rifles is attributed to this 7.62 x 39 mm cartridge. 


The most reliable and widely used military firearm ever 
produced - more than 70 million manufactured through¬ 
out the world. The AK has been proven dependable and 
accurate under all climactic conditions. Available in stan¬ 
dard stock, folding stock, and other rare types that will 
be issued in the future. Comes complete with take-down 
and sight adjustment tool, cleaning kit, and sling. Option¬ 
al accessory kit includes matching serial number bayonet, 
2 30-round magazines, and a mag pack._ 


The Kalachnikov 
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[Clayco 

\ SPORTS LTD. y 


products are manufactured in the 
People's Republic of China by China 
North Industries, the largest manufac 
turer of sporting and military arms in 
the world! 

Box 272, Clay Center, KS 67432 
Call toll-free: 1-800-255-0440 


EXCLUSIVE AKS FEATURES: 


1. REMOVEABLE COMPENSATOR 

2. HOODED FULLY ADJUSTABLE 
FRONT SIGHT 

3. CHROME-LINED BORE 

4. ONE-PIECE CLEANING ROD 

5. CHROMED GAS PISTON 

6. EASILY ADJUSTABLE SIGHT 
FROM 0 TO 800 METERS 

7. CHROMED CARRIER WITH 
POSITIVE LOCKING ROTATING 
BOLT 

8. LARGE TRIGGER GUARD FOR 
GLOVED OPERATION 

9. NO MAINTENANCE PHENOLIC 
STOCK 

10. CLEANING KIT, TAKEDOWN, 

AND SIGHT ADJUSTMENT TOOLS 
IN RIITTSTnr.K 
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MERC WORK 

Does the Geneva Convention 

Apply? 

by Dana K. Drenkowski 


I MAGINE you’re one of the Western 
meres standing in the prisoners’ dock in 
Luanda, Angola. In a public exhibition 
without legal parallel, you and your com¬ 
rades have been interrogated under torture, 
and will be convicted by previous arrange¬ 
ment of the crime of “mercenarism” under 
a law that does not exist, by a tribunal not 
authorized under Angolan law, without any 
provision for review of its capital sentences. 

Since the mockery of the Luanda show 
trials in the late 1970s, an international law, 
recognized by many countries, has been 
enacted to legally define “mercenary,” and 
provide minimum standards of treatment for 
prisoners taken while employed as soldiers 
of fortune. Before you put yourself in a 
position to be captured — as soldier or civil¬ 
ian — in a foreign war, you should under¬ 
stand what a mercenary is under law and 
what could happen if you meet that defini¬ 
tion according to your captors. 

The International Humanitarian Law of 
Armed Conflict — better known in the 
Western world as the Geneva Convention of 
1949 — has been vastly modified with the 
addition of scores of new articles. One of 
these, Article 47 of Protocol I Additional to 
the Geneva Convention of 1949, addresses 
“mercenaries” for the first time. While this 
article was signed by many nations in 1979, 
the United States has yet to officially recog¬ 
nize it. Most students of international law 
believe American ratification — with cer¬ 
tain reservations — is probable in the near 
future. The important point here is that U.S. 
failure to recognize the Geneva Convention 
additions does not let American mercenar¬ 
ies off any hook. 

The Convention already has the force of 
law in the nations which have signed it, and 
the United States is expected to comply with 
its provisions as much as possible, pending 
ratification. This is what Article 47 says: 

I. A mercenary shall not ha ve the right to 
be a combatant or a prisoner of war. 
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2. A mercenary is a person who: 

(a) is specially recruited locally or abroad in 
order to fight in an armed conflict; 

(b) does, in fact, take a direct part in the 
hostilities; 

(c) is motivated to take partin the hostilities 
essentially by the desire for private gain 
and, in fact, is promised, by or on behalf of 
a Party to the conflict, material compensa¬ 
tion substantially in excess of that promised 
or paid to combatants of similar ranks and 
functions in the armed forces of that party; 

(d) is neither a national of a Party to the 
conflict nor a resident of territory' controlled 
by a Party to the conflict; 

(e) is not a member of the armed forces of a 
Party to the conflict; and 

(f) has not been sent by a State which is not 
a Party to the conflict on official duty as a 
member of its armed forces. 

Note that the new Article does not make 
being a mercenary a crime. It simply denies 
the protections and privileges guaranteed all 
other soldiers upon capture. A person who 
fits the legal definition of a mercenary and 
falls into enemy hands is not in the best of 
positions, but he does have some protection 
under another article of the Geneva Conven¬ 
tion. 

Article 75 — Fundamental Guarantees 

1. Insofar as they are affected by a situa¬ 
tion referred to in Article 1 of this protocol 
[Article 1 defines and describes the applica¬ 
tion of the Convention in any armed conflict 
of an international scale and in conflicts 
against “colonial” rule and wars for self- 
determination] , persons who are in the pow¬ 
er of a Party to the conflict and who do not 
benefit from more favorable treatment 
under the Conventions or under this Pro¬ 
tocol shall be treated humanely in all cir¬ 
cumstances and shall enjoy, as a minimum, 
the protection provided by this Article with¬ 
out any adverse distinction based upon race, 
color, sex, language, religion or belief, 
political or other opinion, national or social 


origin, wealth, birth or other status, or on 
any other similar criteria. Each Party shall 
respect the person, honor, convictions and 
religous practices of all such persons. 

2. The following acts are and shall re¬ 
main prohibited at any rime and in any place 
whatsoever, whether committed by civilian 
or by military agents: 

(a) Violence to the life, health, or physi¬ 
cal or mental well-being of persons, in 
particular: 

(i) murder; 

(ii) torture of all kinds, whether 

physical or mental; 

(iii) corporal punishment; and 

(iv) mutilation; 

(b) outrages upon personal dignity, in 
particular humiliating and degrading 
treatment, enforced prostitution and any 
form of indecent assault; 

(c) the taking of hostages; 

(d) collective punishments; and 

(e) threats to commit any of the foregoing 
acts. 

4. No sentence may be passed and no 
penalty may be executed on a person found 
guilty of a penal offense related to the armed 
conflict except pursuant to a conviction pro¬ 
nounced by an inf partial and regularly con¬ 
stituted court respecting the generally rec¬ 
ognized principles of regular judicial proce¬ 
dure, which include the following: 

[Items (a) through (j) establish the basic 
legal rights of each captive mercenary 
and are primarily drawn from Western 
ethics. They include a presumption of 
innocence until guilt is proven, the right 
to examine witnesses, the right not to be 
compelled to testify against yourself or to 
confess guilt, a prohibition against trying 
a person for violation of laws which don’t 
exist and so forth. 

6. Persons who are arrested , detained or 
interned for reasons related to the armed 
conflict shall enjoy the protection provided 
by this Article until their final release, repa- 
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triation or re-establishment, even after the 
end of the armed conflict. 

7. In order to a void any doubt concerning 
the prosecution and trial of persons accused 
of war crimes against humanity, the follow¬ 
ing principles shall apply: 

(a) persons who are accused of such 
crimes should be submitted for the pur¬ 
pose of prosecution and trial in accord¬ 
ance with the applicable rules of interna¬ 
tional law; and 

(b) any such persons who do not benefit 
from more favorable treatment under the 
Conventions or this Protocol shall be 
accorded the treatment provided by this 
Article, whether or not the crimes of 
which they are accused constitute grave 
breaches of the Conventions or of this 
Protocol. 

Given all that flowery legalese, it appears 
meres do stand some chance of surviving 
capture if the host country decides to 
abide by the Geneva Convention rather than 
simply eliminating a problem by blowing 
them away out of hand. What’s critical here 
is that Article 47 declares that mercenaries 
are not considered combatants or prisoners 
of war which marks the first time in the 
history of international law that such dec¬ 
laration has been made. But the definition of 
the term is so narrow that those who would 
normally be thought of as mercenaries often 
do not meet the strict international legal 
definitions found in the Geneva Conven¬ 
tions. 

The commonly accepted public defini¬ 
tion of a mercenary is a person who fights 
undera foreign flag for pay. Since nearly all 
soldiers get paid, the "‘for pay” clause was 
usually taken to mean high pay (higher than 
what the locals were getting), or to define 
money as the main motivation for fighting, 
“soldiers of fortune,” on the other hand, 
are usually understood to be those who are 
not members of a foreign army but engage 
in hostilities for a short period of time to 
achieve a single goal such as the characters 
in popular films and books such as The 
Dogs of War or The Wild Geese. 

As usual, it’s the little things that count 


Africa is well-known for mercenary activity. 
Costas Georgious, alias George Callan, 
fought with the FNLA in Angola. A British 
citizen of Greek origin, Callan was 
condemned to death. Photo: Sigma 


— especially if you’re trying to pick legal 
nits while staring at the business end of an 
enemy rifle. Remember, the definition of 
“mercenary” under Article 47 of the Gene¬ 
va Convention centers on the wording in 
Paragraph 2(a)-(f). Those six clauses are 
connected by the conjunctive “and:” 
(‘‘... is not a member of the armed forces of 
a Party to the conflict; and (f) has not 
been _”). That’s crucial. 

In law, when a list of definitions is used to 
describe or define a key term, the word 
connecting each item of the list becomes 
critical. If the conjunction is “or,” then 
matching any part of the list is sufficient to 
make the definition complete. By way of 
example. Part 2 of Article 47 defines 
“mercenary” to include “...any person 
who :,.. (b) does in fact take a direct part in 
the hostilities. If the list from (a) to (f) 
were connected by “or,” then merely tak¬ 
ing part in hostilities, whether you were a 
foreigner or a native of one of the country’s 
involved, would be enough to brand you as 
a genuine mercenary. That would mean any 
captured soldier could be called a mercen¬ 
ary and that’s not what the people who 
drafted the addition to the Convention in¬ 
tended. To insure everyone sang from the 
same sheet of music, they used “and” to 
connect the crucial elements of the defini¬ 
tion of mercenary. 

No matter how obvious, the point must be 
made strongly. If it isn’t, there will be some 
nations that claim only part of the definition 
is sufficient to deprive a captive of his rights 
under law. Here’s what it boils down to: a 
warrior must meet each and every definitive 
phrase in Part 2 before his captors can de¬ 
clare him a mercenary. If they fail to prove 
even one term, the Raptors are required by 
international treaty, which has the force of 
law, to provide the captive full POWstatus 
an d_ pro vide all benefits normally accorded 


captured soldiers under the Geneva Con¬ 
vention. 

Virtually all legal systems recognize the 
use of “and” and “or” as definitive con¬ 
nectors. Even if a nation considers itself 
“beyond” traditional legal systems — as 
many revolutionary governments claim — 
semantics may prohibit them from misinter¬ 
pretation. Meanwhile, word-games aren’t 
Very likely to save your ass if you fall into 
the sack while working as a mere. 

All the argument really means is that 
there are no international legal grounds to 
deny you protection as a soldier. If the bad 
guys want to bust a foreigner’s ass for be¬ 
coming involved in their fight, they will 
probably do just that. But they’ll have to 
ignore the definitions provided by the Con¬ 
vention and would stand to lose public sym¬ 
pathy for their cause. If they feel strongly 
enough about dealing harshly with a foreign 
soldier, they will fold, spindle and mutilate 
in order to make him fit the mercenary 
definitions. 

It’s not all that hard to understand why. 
War involves intense emotions but most 
civilized human beings would want no part 
of it if they couldn’t make themselves be¬ 
lieve that the other guys are pagans, here¬ 
tics, fascists, war criminals, child- 
molesters, rapists — or cold-blooded mer¬ 
cenaries. Given that, national leaders make 
every effort to portray their opponents in 
those derogatory terms. It makes it easier to 
kill them. 

The delegates to the diplomatic confer¬ 
ence on the Geneva Convention understood 
that warring parties dehumanize each other. 
Denying soldier status — and protection — 
to a class of humans was dangerous if there 
were any chance for the definition to be 
extended to legitimate combatants. Cooler 
heads demanded that the term be narrowly 
defined. 

Interpretation will necessarily vary from 
country to country and war to war, but these 
examples should provide an idea of how the 
new code might affect foreigners taken pris^ 
oner while employed in a mercenary role. 

1. Individuals hired by countries, cor¬ 
porations, or guerrilla/resistance groups to 
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invade another country for a few hours, 
days or weeks for the purpose of destroying 
property, destabilizing a government, or to 
rescue someone, as in the plot of The Wild 
Geese. 

These are mercenaries in the strictest 
sense of the Article 47 definition. They are 
usually (a) recruited abroad specifically for 
the purpose of fighting in an armed conflict 
or for creating an armed conflict where none 
existed before; (b) they do take part in the 
hostilities; (c) they are motivated primarily 
by private gain, almost always significantly 
in excess of that paid local forces of a simi¬ 
lar nature and skill level; (d) they are not 
residents of the territory they invade; (e) 
they are not members of the armed forces of 
any country actually at war in the country 
whose targets they attack; (f) nor are they 
present as members of the regular military 
of a nation not yet at war with the country 
invaded. 

2. Individuals or groups hired for the pur¬ 
pose of overthrowing the government in a 
quick coup, as in the movie, The Dogs of 
War. 

Using the checklist in the first example, 
we can quickly see that troops involved in a 
Dogs of War scenario are also mercenaries. 
Unless they can show their motive was not 
material gain, they will be classified as 
meres. Those who engage in such activities 
out of ideological motivation might escape 
the legal mercenary label, but this would be 
a tough charge to beat. 

3. Persons working in a military capacity 
in guerrilla groups in foreign countries, like 
Che Guevara in Bolivia. 

Generally, they would be considered 
mercenaries, although the real question 
would be whether or not the guerrilla group 
is recognized as a formal military operation 
whose members are entitled to the status of 
prisoner-of-war or soldier. The new Con¬ 
vention articles were designed to address 
this problem, but the waters are still quite 
muddy. Obviously, most governments will 
not recognize their insurgent opponents as 
legitimate soldiers. They are generally 
branded “terrorists” since recognition of as 
legitimate armed opposition forces would 
be tantamount to denying the government’s 
own legitimacy. Don’t expect a receptive 
audience if you try to claim of POW status 
in this case whether you’re a foreigner or a 
native. The International Red Cross may 
recognize a guerrilla organization, particu¬ 
larly if the members are smart enough to call 
themselves an anti-colonial or anti- 
imperialist movement, but the host country 
has their finger on the trigger and not the 
Red Cross. Afghanistan’s mujahideen 
rebels are a good example of an anti- 
imperialist. The Red Cross says they are 
legit; the Russians simply execute them at 
will- 

If a guerrilla movement meets the criteria 
of a legitimate national insurgency, its 
forces are recognized as legitimate soldiers. 
That means foreigners working for UNITA 
in Angola, SWAPO in South West Africa, 
or the guerrillas in Afghanistan should — 
and would likely be — considered members 
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of regular armed forces ... at least by 
everyone but their captors. Foreigners 
accompanying them as regular members of 
those armed forces cannot be considered 
mercenaries. 

Insurgencies not involving valid claims 
of fights against foreign or colonial rule are 
less likely to be considered legitimate, un¬ 
less the insurgents happen to win. For¬ 
eigners fighting with the rebels in El Salva¬ 


dor cannot use this argument to claim they 
are not mercenaries (assuming all the other 
categories in (a)-(f) are also present). And 
foreign rebels fighting the Sandinistas in 
Nicaragua, unless they can prove at future 
date that Russian and Cuban presence in the 
country justifies an anticolonial or anti- 
imperialist stance, would also be branded as 
mercenaries. 

4. People working for a foreign govern- 


ALLIS NOT FAIR ... 

During the Battle of Solferino in 
1859, a Swiss businessman was trapped 
in that small town by opposing armies 
and forced to view inhuman suffering 
borne by wounded and dying French, 
Italian and Austrian troops. The 
businessman, Jean Henri Dunant, was 
shocked into action by the horrors he 
saw, and he wrote and spoke to awaken 
Europe to the needs of the wounded. The 
International Red Cross was founded 
and grew to alleviate suffering of victims 
of war. 

Meanwhile, the American Civil War 
was being fought. Public attention was 
drawn to the needless suffering of the 
wounded and captured, particularly after 
the bloody battle at Antietam in 1862. 
President Abraham Lincoln signed a 
codification of rules for the U.S. Army 
designed to direct fair and humane treat¬ 
ment of wounded and captured soldiers . 
Called the Leber Code after its drafts¬ 
man, the Code was the first body of rules 
with the force of law dealing specifically 
with humanitarian treatment of enemy 
soldiers. The Leber Code became the 
model for similar codes in other armies 
and for international treaties soon to fol¬ 
low. 

The Geneva Convention of 1864 tor 
the Amelioration of the Condition of the 
Wounded and Sick of Armies in the 
Field was attended by representatives 
from 16 nations, and the document was 
signed by 12 of the nations. Numerous 
conventions followed, including the 
Hague Convention of 1907 which ex¬ 
panded the rules to apply to those per¬ 
sons involved in warfare at sea (formerly 
unprotected or unaddressed), and which 
banned weapons bound to cause un¬ 
necessary suffering, 

The most recent convention signed 
and adopted by this country came into 
being in 1949 and is the one most people 
refer to when they speak of the “Geneva 
Convention.” The average U.S. citizen 
learned about the third Convention, and 
its provisions for POWs following dis¬ 
closures of torture and execution of U, S 
soldiers and airmen captured by North 
Koreans and North Vietnamese. 

(Apparently, the communist govern¬ 
ments ordered maltreatment of captive 
Americans, although the North Viet¬ 
namese government had signed the 
Geneva Convention and promised to 


abide by its rules. That should give the 
working mere an idea of the justice he 
can expect from communist-bloc signa¬ 
tories of any convention.) 

The number of nations in the world 
doubled in the two decades after the 
1949 Convention. New nations were 
usually former colonies freed by vio¬ 
lence or grant, and argued, with cause, 
that the 1949 Convention was created for 
and by the industrial and colonial na¬ 
tions. The Convention omitted to protect 
members of irregular forces: the kind of 
soldier who brought the new nation¬ 
states their independence. From 1974 to 
1978 a series of meetings in Geneva 
addressed that problem. 

Show trials in Luanda prompted ran¬ 
corous debate, in which the definition of 
“mercenary” was the centerpiece. 
Nigeria led off with a simple definition: 
a foreigner not a member of the armed 
forces of a party to a conflict who is 
motivated by monetary gain is a mercen¬ 
ary. Nigeria’s delegate failed to note the 
irony: His country employed South Afri¬ 
can and Egyptian pilots during the Bia- 
fran War in the late 1960s to shoot down 
Red Cross planes bringing supplies to 
the Biafrans. One unpublished memoir 
of a Red Cross pilot recalled that the 
personal call signs in English of two of 
Nigeria’s South African MiG pilots were 
“Genocide” and “Murder.” 

Antagonistic blocs and nations 
wanted to outlaw each other's hired 
help, while less concerned nations sim¬ 
ply wanted to outlaw all outsiders, defin¬ 
ing a mercenary as any foreigner who is 
paid while fighting in another country’s 
army. Every soldier receives pay, so ev¬ 
ery foreigner in any army would be a 
mercenary, regardless of residence or 
reason for enlistment. (The irony of this 
popular communist position was that 
certain heroes of those regimes, such as 
Che Guevara or Cubans in Angola, 
would be mercenaries under the defini¬ 
tion proposed.) 

Fortunately, wiser and perhaps more 
moral representatives prevailed. The re¬ 
sulting Article 47 was carefully defined 
to make it difficult for any country to 
arbitrarily label anyone a mercenary. 
Adoption of Article 75 also provided for 
the basic standards of care of anyone 
captured who was not considered a sol¬ 
dier, whether mercenary, civilian, spy 
or bystander. 

—- Dana K. Drenkowski 
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UZl-carrying mere leaps into action during 
fighting in Rhodesia. Photo: Sigma 


ment’s military, but who are not actually 
members of the regular military forces, such 
as SOF editor Mike Echanis in Nicaragua in 
the late 1970s (SOF, February ’79, p. 46). 

If the foreigners involved were recruited 
abroad specifically for the purpose of fight¬ 
ing in the conflict, but they are not regular 
officers or enlisted men in the forces in¬ 
volved, they would probably be categorized 
as meres. The situation becomes less clear 
when the individuals are hired as training 
cadre. If, as training cadre, they come under 
fire and they engage in hostilities, they 
might be able to beat the legal definition of 
mercenary providing the capturing nation 
can’t prove the captives’ primary duty was 
to engage in combat. If, as in the case of 
Echanis. they are hired to both train and 
participate, they would be mercenaries in 
the eyes of international law. Once again, to 
meet the definition, the capturing power 
would have to show that their pay was in 
excess of that paid others with similar skill 
or experience. 

5. Advisers from one country’s military 
working with another government’s armed 
forces or working with guerrilla groups 
opposed to a foreign government, such as 
Russian advisers presently in Syria, U.S. 
advisers in El Salvador or South African 
advisers working with UNITA’s guerrilla 
groups. 

They are not mercenaries. They fall spe¬ 
cifically under the exclusionary language. 
Full-time membership in the armed forces 
of any country gives complete exclusion 
from consideration as a mere. 


6. Foreigners enlisted or commissioned 
in regular but separate forces for the dura¬ 
tion of a war, such as Mike Hoare’s Com¬ 
mandos in the Congo in the 1960s. 

If these forces, even though separate, fall 
under the military control of the country 
involved and are considered a part of its 
military forces, with rank and appropriate 
chains of command, then individuals oper¬ 
ating in them are not mercenaries. Members 
of Hoare’s Commandos, or Hessian units 
employed by the British in the American 
Revolution are entitled to the full protection 
and status provided all other soldiers. That 
may surprise Mike Hoare, but such are the 
vagaries of international law. 

7. Foreigners enlisted or commissioned 
in regular forces for a standard enlistment, 
as were the Americans and British soldiers 
in Rhodesian forces during the 1970s. 

There is no problem here in defining 
these men as full-fledged soldiers, not mer¬ 
cenaries. The rationale is the same. Obvious 
supportive example would include Yanks 
who joined the RAF in World Wars 1 and II 
prior to U.S. entry and foreigners who 
served in the International Brigades during 
the Spanish Civil War. All would be entitled 
to treatment as soldiers, not mercenaries. 

8. Members of “foreign legions,’’ such 
as the French Foreign Legion, Spanish Le¬ 
gion, and Libya’s Arab Legion, and other 
forces of foreigners enlisted, not for a war, 
but for a regular peacetime duties. 

They’re safe also. Full-time status in the 
regular forces of any country provides full 
protection to individuals from that unit cap¬ 
tured by opposing forsegu The fact that they 
are from a unit composed entirely of for¬ 
eigners makes no difference. 

9. Ostensibly “civilian” technicians 


maintaining equipment, such as specialists 
handling radar, guided missiles and so¬ 
phisticated aircraft in virtually every Third 
World country. 

Again, the definitions are critical. Unless 
the technicians were hired to fight with the 
equipment instead of just maintain it or train 
locals to use it, they cannot be labeled mer¬ 
cenaries. That doesn’t help much. Their 
status in captivity is the same as it is for 
mercenaries or indiginous civilians. It’s all 
a matter of semantics. Foreign technicians 
do not get the privileged status of soldiers 
when captured. On the other hand, they are 
not genuine mercenaries. Article 75 pro¬ 
vides the same minimum treatment for both 
groups in captivity. Above those mini- 
mums, captured civilians may be accorded 
better treatment than those labeled merce¬ 
naries because the 1949 Geneva Conven¬ 
tion, Part IV, provides guidelines for pro¬ 
tection of civilians. 

10. Members of entire military units “on 
loan” or hired from their country to fight in 
another, frequently for higher pay, such as 
the 20,000 Cubans present in Angola today, 
or Hessian units employed by the Rritish in 
the American Revolution. 

These individuals have full status as sol¬ 
diers, not mercenaries, in spite of the fact 
their country is not officially at war with or 
maintaining an official presence in the 
country involved, and in spite of the fact 
they receive higher pay for being in an ex¬ 
peditionary force. 

11. Specially trained combatants of for¬ 
eign origin, within the chain of command, 
paid many times what the private soldier 
makes in that force, such as Western pilots 
in African military service, or Soviet pilots 
who supplement their income by flying Lib¬ 
yan fighters. 

They are not mercenaries. Even though 
their employ ment might seem to violate the 
terms of Article 47 given higher pay scales 
for what they do, legally they are protected 
by a lack of comparable skills in native 
forces. When no native troopers have simi¬ 
lar skills, there are no grounds for salary 
comparison. A pilot or other highly-skilled 
technician might make any multiple of a 
native private’s pay without violating inter¬ 
national law. He is as innocent — or guilty 
— of excessive pay as any native general. 
He is additionally protected by having 
joined as a regular-service member of that 
force. 

Returning to the Angola situation, what 
force of law is there ip the Geneva Conven¬ 
tion? And how do the articles apply to 
Angola’s rush to judgment of captives ac¬ 
cused of “being mercenaries” and their 
subsequent execution by order of a tribunal 
not recognized by most legal scholars? 

The “crime” of “being a mercenary” 
carries no punishment. It is simply a charge 
that allows the capturing nation to hold the 
accused mercenary under the same condi¬ 
tions as civilians captured or interned by its 
forces — without the special treatment sol¬ 
diers are normally accorded under terms of 

Continued on page 137 
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SOF FEATURE 

RED TIDE 

AT CANCUN 

Back to the 

Halls of Montezuma? 

by Patrick J. Ryan 


and South America to the United States. 

George F. Kennan, in his famous 1947 
Mr. “X” article, “The Sources of Soviet 
Conduct,” published in Foreign Affairs 
magazine, described the typical Soviet 
strategy as follows: 

“The Kremlin has no compunction 
about retreating in the face of superior 
force. And being under the compulsion 
of no time table, it does not get panicky 
under the necessity for such a retreat. 
The main thing is that there should 
always be pressure towards the goal, ” 

No master time schedule exists in the 
Kremlin for the accomplishment of Soviet 
Central American goals but they have effec¬ 
tively dealt themselves into our hemispheric 
poker game. As a consequence, the stakes 
have risen dramatically for the United 
States. History supports Kennan’s analysis 
that when met with superior force the 
Soviets will retreat. To date, the Soviets 
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Mexican armor troops pass by the reviewing 
stand of President Miguel de la Madrid. 


M ORE than a century ago U. S. Marines 
followed the route of Cortes in a 
march from Veracruz through Puebla to the 
Mexican capital city under the vanguard of 
Gen. Winfield Scott’s army. The Marines 
attacked the city in September 1847, facing a 
brave and tenacious Mexican army. 
Although Mexico City fell and few Mex¬ 
icans have either forgiven or forgotten the 
bloody conquest of the Halls of Montezu¬ 
ma, ironically, U.S. Marines may return to 
the country on our southern flank at the 
request of the Mexican government. 

Political and revolutionary events in Cen¬ 
tral America make the long term residual 
bitterness of Mexicans regarding that chap¬ 
ter in American foreign policy fade into the 
parched sands of self-interest. Unless some 
outside force intervenes to alter the logical 
progression of events in the area, U.S; 
Marines will find themselves the guests of 
the Mexican government within this de¬ 
cade. 

Three factors, each already firmly in 
place, determine Mexico’s fate. The first 
key factor is Soviet interest in Central 
America. The Kremlin is striving to take 
advantage of economic, political, and social 
unrest by manipulating the population into 
revolt. Yesterday’s target was Nicaragua, 
today’s is El Salvador and tomorrow’s 
could be either Honduras or Guatemala, but 
ultimately, it’s Mexico. 

Mexico is the key to the brass ring be¬ 
cause it has approximatly 1,800 miles of 
common border with the United States and 
because it has extensive oil resources which 
the United States draws upon for much of its 
imported oil. The Soviets logically surmise 
that with a hostile communist neighbor, the 
United States will be less concerned with its 
NATO commitments, giving the Soviets 
more room to maneuver in Western Europe. 
Further, if communist regimes directly con¬ 
trol or strongly influence the Caribbean and 
Central America, they can interrupt the flow 
of strategically vital resources from Africa 
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BURSTING THE 
BUBBLE 

On a recent six- week legal seminar in 
Mexico City, Patrick Ryan, 53, spoke 
with various high-ranking officials in the 
Mexican government. His analysis: 
“It’s-amazing how unaware they arc of 
the impending danger. Yet speak to a 
relatively uneducated cab driver and he 
can tell you in great detail that the bubble 
is about to burst.” 

Ryan can claim near expert status on 
Central*and South America. Currently a 
full-time law student, he was recently 
awarded a Master’s degree in Interna¬ 
tional Relations, concentrating on South 
America, from the University of San 
Diego. In 1978, Ryan accepted the title 
of Honorary Consul, Republic of Chile, 
a position he Stilt holds. 

Ryan’s education also includes a 


Bachelor of Science degree in Econo¬ 
mics from Holy Cross College, where he 
attended on a football scholarship; 
Armed Forces Staff College; Marine 
Corps Basic School; USN SCUBA 
School; USA Airborne School; USA 
Jungle Warfare School; and USN Mixed 
Gas Deep Diving School. 

Twenty four years of United States 
Marine Corps service for Ryan consisted 
of assignments as commanding officer 
of Marine Infantry units through batta¬ 
lion level; the elite.First Force Recon¬ 
naissance Company; Marine Guard USS 
Bon Homme Richard ; Navy Military 
Group, Republic of Chile; and two years 
experience supervising training of 
50,000 Marine recruits per year. In 1977 
Ryan retired as lieutenant colonel. 

Look for Ryan's analyses of political 
and military events in future issues of 
SOF. 
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have not been presented with such a force in 
Central America so they continue pushing 
out the limits of their own game. Thus we 
see that the first key factor — Soviet intent 
— is already in place. 

The second important factor relates 
directly to Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s 
prophetic warning in World War II. 
Washington, D.C.’s sluggish, inadequate 
response to his repeated requests for rein¬ 
forcements to meet the growing Japanese 
threat in the Philippines forced Mac Arthur 
to bluntly caution his superiors: 

“The history of failure in war can be 
summed up in two words: Too Late. 
Too late in comprehending the deadly 
purpose of a potential enemy; too late 
in preparedness; too late in uniting all 
possible forces for resistance; too late 
in standing with one’s friends.” 

Despite repeated presidential warnings of 
the obvious Soviet threat, the American 
public and Congress appear incapable of 
comprehending or reacting to that threat to 
the Americas. Many congressmen continue 
to view Soviet opportunism in Central 
America with their backs turned, commonly 
wishing to attain “peace in our time” 
through economic aid alone, as if powdered 
milk can overcome acts of terrorism. 

A graphic example of Congress’s inabil¬ 
ity to comprehend the stark reality in Cen¬ 
tral America is its repeated insistence that 
President Reagan swear on a stack of Bibles 
that he will never under any circumstances 
order U.S. combat forces into the area. 
Proponents of this demand, such as Speaker 
of the House Tip O’Neill, D-Mass., and his 
cohorts have been described by the Kremlin 
as “useful idiots.” Perhaps Speaker 


Mexican troops pass in review during the 
inauguration of President Miguel de la 
Madrid. 




To the Halls of Montezuma: On 13 
September, 1847, the Marine battalion, 
preceeded by General Quitman, enters 
Mexico City after having stormed 
Chapultepec Castle. 

HALLS 

OF MONTEZUMA 

The question of Texas’ admission into 
the American Union eventually sent 
U,S. Marines into bloody battle with the 
Mexican army on the orders of President 
Polk, Texas had applied for admission in 
1836 but its annexation was delayed be¬ 
cause of fear that the acquisition of 
another pro-slavery state would, upset 
the pre-Civil War balance. Ultimately, 
however, the U.S. fear of British and 
French influence in the area overcame 
this barrier and Texas was formally 
admitted in 1845. Mexico promptly 
broke off diplomatic relations and 
marched across the Rio Grande River. 

On the evening of 9 May, President 
Polk received word from the War De¬ 
partment of Mexico’s invasion north of 
the river and immediately drafted a mes¬ 
sage declaring that a state of war existed 
between the United States and Mexico. 

The President went into the war with 
one clear objective — to seize all of 
Mexico north of the Rio Grande and Gila 
Rivers and westward to the Pacific. A 
three-pronged attack emerged: an ad¬ 
vance westward from Matamoros on the 
Gulf to the city of Monterey, a move 
from San Antonio to the remote village 
of Chihuahua in the west, then south¬ 
ward to Saltillo near Monterey, and 
finally a march from Ft. Leavenworth to 
San Diego on the coast of California. 

It was several months later that Polk 
and his Secretary of War began to con¬ 
sider an advance on Mexico City by 
landing a force of Marines, under Gen. 
Scott, on the Gulf near Vera Cruz. In¬ 
itially, Scott was not enthusiastic about 
the invasion idea, being concerned about 
the problems of supply, transportation, 
communications and mobilization in¬ 
volved in a country like Mexico with a 
rural population of seven million and an 
army of about 30,000, many well- 
trained from years of intermittent re¬ 
volution. 

From a rendezvous at Lobos Island 
almost 50 miles south of Tampico, Gen. 
Scott’s force of 13,666 men set sail on 2 


March 1847 for the landing near Vera 
Cruz. Scott chose for the landing a spot 
nearly three miles south of the city — out 
of range of the Mexican guns. In four 
hours more than 10,000 men were put 
ashore; then, in a coordinated attack 
with Commodore David Conner’s Gulf 
Squadron, brought Veracruz under 
siege. The battle for the city lasted 
almost three weeks until a strenuous 
bombardment of the town and breaching 
of its walls brought Veracruz to capitula¬ 
tion on 29 March 1847. 

After leaving the city on 8 April, Scott 
faced a series of successful battles on his 
300-mile, ajl-uphill march to the Mex¬ 
ican capita], Scott paused at Puebla to 
bring up supplies and reinforcements 
and the Marine Battalion joined him on 6 
August. 

The key to the city was Chapultepec 
Castle, set on a crag commanding the 
swamp causeways into the city. In the 
assault on Chapultepec, Marines were 
divided into storming parties against its 
southern face. Against a hail of Mexican 
projectiles from above, Scott’s deter¬ 
mined troops rapidly gained the summit, 
and though they were delayed at the 
moat while waiting for scaling ladders, 
they overran the city by mid-morning. 

The Americans pressed on into Mex¬ 
ico City by two routes and by nightfall 
they held the two gates into the city. 
Exhausted, depleted by the 800 casual¬ 
ties that day, they still faced fierce 
house-to-house fighting with the Mex¬ 
icans. But by dawn the next day, 14 
September 1847, the city surrendered. 
The citizens of Washington gave the 
Marine Corps Commandant a new set of 
colors emblazoned with a new motto: 
“From Tripoli to the Halls of Montezu- 
||na# ■. : V 

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo en¬ 
ded the Mexican-American War on 2 
February 1848. Under the treaty, the 
United States agreed to pay Mexico $15 
million and to assume the unpaid claims 
by Americans against Mexico. In return, 
Mexico recognized the Rio Grande as 
the boundary of Texas and ceded NeW 
Mexico, which included the present-day 
states of Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, 
Nevada and California as well as a small 
corner of Wyoming and the southwest¬ 
ern portions of Colorado, to the United 
States. 
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O’Neill should be reminded that: “Always 
and never are two words you should always 
remember never to say,” 

“We are convinced that the Central 
American conflict is a result of economic 
deficiencies, political backwardness and so¬ 
cial injustices that have affected the coun¬ 
tries of the area,” explained Mexico’s Pres¬ 
ident Miguel De La Madrid in a recent 
address to the U.S. Congress. That those 
serious problems — and many others — 
exist is certainly beyond dispute. But, can 
Mexico’s president, like England’s Neville 
Chamberlain, be so mesmerized by the pur¬ 
suit of peace that he does not think the 
Soviets will try and turn those hemispheric 
problems to their revolutionary advantage? 

Like his predecessor Jose Lopez Portillo, 
De La Madrid appears to trust Russia’s 
pawn Fidel Castro so much that he refuses to 
contemplate the possibility of the commu¬ 
nist bell ever ringing across fertile Mexican 
land. 

Mexico has the same problems as the rest 
of Central America and is ripe for commu¬ 
nism. It also has the additional burden of a 
leadership oblivious to the Soviet military 
threat. If Guatemala falls, Mexico will have 
an aggressive communist neighbor on its 
southern border, one hungry for cool north¬ 
ern lands. Thus gives us the third primary 
factor — Mexico’s apparent unawareness 
that it is the meat in the Soviet Central 
American sandwich. 

History confirms that people flee com¬ 
munism. Those who have voted with their 
feet comprise a shattering list: innumerable 
East Europeans since WW1I, the North 
Vietnamese in 1956, the South Vietnamese 
boat people in 1975 and approximately one 
third of a million Cubans since 1959, to 
name but a few. The Berlin Wall stands in 
mute testimony of the fact that only com¬ 
munist countries erect barbed-wire barriers, 
guard towers and even minefields to keep 
their citizens in\ 

Refugees from the conflict in Central 
America are already trickling into the Un¬ 
ited States via Mexico. Various responsible 
U.S. government agencies estimate that the 
trickle could become an overnight torrent of 
20 million-plus Mexicans when communist 
military activity, similar to what is occur¬ 
ring in El Salvador today, erupts in Mexico. 

It is unlikely that Soviet intrusion in Cen¬ 
tral America will be permitted to progress 
unimpeded to the point where the legitimate 
Mexican government is about to fall victim 
to communist insurgency and the United 
States is being inundated by 20 million war 
refugees. Perhaps if Guatemala were to fall, 
the Mexican government would, after ex¬ 
hausting all possible diplomatic means, re¬ 
luctantly request U.S. military assistance as 
its only viable alternative to Soviet- 
supported insurrection. No doubt the U.S. 
Congress would then rouse from its slumber 
in a frenzy to grasp at Mexico’s belated 
request. Congressmen would trip over each 
other, clamoring for the president to order 
U.S. Marines into Mexico to once again 
storm the Halls of Montezuma. Hopefully, 
we would not be too late. ^ 
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MEXICO’S 

MISGUIDED MILITARY 

The present political problems in Cen¬ 
tral America conjure up images of mili¬ 
tary dictatorships ruling poverty- 
stricken countries with an iron hand. 
Mexico’s military is different. It's role 
and present status are unlike the armys of 
almost all of those of the major Latin 
American states. During the years fol¬ 
lowing independence in 1821 and the 
establishment of the modern Mexican 
governmental system in 1920-40, the 
army was a dominant force in govern¬ 
ment. That has changed, and for the past 
50 years the army has not been an impor¬ 
tant influence on Mexican political life. 

Although they took no actual part in 
the fighting, the outbreak of WWI1 pro¬ 
vided the stimulus to concentrate on 
purely military' matters — training to 
defend the homeland against foreign in¬ 
vasion. By the end of the war, the army 
had put its political past firmly behind it 
and was set on a course to become the 
least poltically potent military in Latin 
America. 

Has the redefinition of The Mexican 
military’s mission made it an effective 
fighting force? Let’s look at the statis¬ 
tics. 

The proportion of the national budget 
spent on defense is one of the lowest in 
Latin America. In 1973 it stood at 3,4 
percent, of which the army took the 
lion’s share. Rising at less than one per¬ 
cent per year, defense is still a minor 
expenditure. The defense budget for 
1980 was $560 million; not enough to 
allow for much rebuilding. Since 1977. 
there has been little inclination to invest 
in new equipment so it stands to reason 
that expenditures will remain low. 

With a population of around 69 mil¬ 
lion, Mexico’s armed force of 109,000 
regulars places little pressure on the eco¬ 
nomy. An army of 83.000 makes up the 
backbone of the military and the navy 
floats 20,000 sailors (including 2,000 
Marines) on about 90 vessels. The air 
force with 6,000 men and 105 combat 
aircraft plus 150,000 or so police and 
paramilitary rural militiamen round 
things out. 

Mexico’s highly presidential system 
of government concentrates most of the 
executive power in the hands of the Head 
of State. He appoints not only ministers 
and state governors, but all military 
officers of the rank of colonel and above. 
The president is commander-in-chief of 
the the armed forces but day-to-day con¬ 
trol is excercised by the Minister of De¬ 
fense, to whom army and air force 
generals answer directly (the navy 
answers to the Minister of Marine). 

Though by every test a democratic 


country, Mexico is effectively a one- 
party state. The army no longer has a 
political role in the country but it does 
maintain order during elections. Its mis¬ 
sion has become much more static. Be¬ 
cause Mexico has a friendly neighbor to 
the north and effective control of both its 
Caribbean and Pacific coasts, the army 
has no external role. Its principle mis¬ 
sion is to suppress rural and urban Sub¬ 
version. violence and disorder. 

The changing political situation hi 
Central America may well leave Mexico 
unprepared or unable to handle chal¬ 
lenges of a turbulent future. Nicaragua’s 
new-found military might (courtesy of 
the Soviet Union) has definitly changed 
the situation. The Mexican army quite 
simply is unable to handle any signifi¬ 
cant threat from any potential beligerent. 

Mexico’s last foreign war was with 
the U.S. in 1846 — they have no experi¬ 
ence in the changing nature of modem 
warfare. Numerous internal skirmishes 
have kept the military busy, but none of 
them has exceeded the scale of a low- 
level police action. 

In the last 75 years it has become clear 
that industrial might and superior arma¬ 
ments win wars. Mexico lags sadly be¬ 
hind most other nations in these areas 
also. A tiny small-arms industry in the 
country manufactures a few infantry 
weapons and the Fabrica National de 
Municicnes puts out ammunition, but 
most of the army’s obsolete equipment 
was purchased years ago as US. sur¬ 
plus. It is sufficient fora police action 
role but is inferior to that in general use 
in Latin America. FN FALs and H&K 
G3s can be found but the supply of such 
adequate arms is not enough to equip the 
entire army. M-l Garands and a few 
LMGs make up the basic infantry 
weapon compliment while the M-101 
105mm howitzer and the obsolete M-7 
105mm self-propelled howitzer pro¬ 
vides artillery support. A small Tank 
Corps putters around in decrepit M-3 
and M-5 Stuart light tanks. 

An unwarranted complacency has 
pervaded the Mexican military for 40 
years. Civilian and military' leaders have 
felt safe within their geographic fortress 
and have constantly perceived any 
threat to stability as coming from within 
their own borders. Signs of an impend¬ 
ing crisis are no clearer now than they 
have been for the past three decades. 
Si nee 1978, Mexico’s newly-discovered 
oil reserves have overcome the econo¬ 
mic crisis of the late 60s. That’s been a 
boon to the Mexican people but it has 
created some new security problems. 
Mexico is now an obvious target for 
destabilization by the Cuban 
Nicaraguan tag-team. The military must 
change its outlook — the threat comes 
from beyond its borders, 
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SAS Smock. Standard issue for members of Special 
Air Service Regiment. Its windproof material, light¬ 
weight and fast-drying qualities have long made it the 
first choice of professional soldiers. Made from 
MOD disruptive pattern tight-weave cotton, it 
is handmade to the highest specification. 

Among its many exceptional features are: 

Light weight—-2 lb. 2 oz. • Quick drying 
'—raiding body-heat retention • Breathable 
. — allows vapour to disperse • Windproof— 
reducing wind chill • Lined hood with draw 
cords • Lined shoulders and elbows • 

Four bellows pockets with large matte 
green buttons • Shoulder pocket for 
pens • Drawstring at waist and 
hem • Heavy-duty metal zip 
with coldweather tag 
• Velcro front¬ 
fastening storm flap • 

Velcro cuffs • Inside 


side breast pocket •Inside back pocket into which the 
Smock can be rolled to make a pillow • Warm in the 
winter, cool in the summer, the SAS 
Smock is suitable for both profes¬ 
sional and general use. Medium 
40”-42” chest; Large 42 ,f - 
44” chest. Note: The Smock 
is generously cut to 
wear over clothes. 
(M) #1500, 
$124.95, 
(L) #1501 
$124.95 


^ OMEGA GROUP, LTD. CORP. 


Outfitters 

of the Professionals 
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Land Navigation 
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Survival 
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#8001 — All Weather Fiber Pile Sleeping Bag. 

Two sleeping bags in one. The all-weather sleep¬ 
ing bag is a high-performance two-layer fiber- 
pile and Pertex sleeping bag designed primarily 
for military use. Both inner and outer bags are 
covered with 5-oz. olive-drab Pertex, a wind- 
proof material on which water spreads and evapo¬ 
rates quickly. The outer is lined with four-season 
fiber pile and the inner with three-season. The 
bags can be used separately in normal tempera¬ 
tures, or combined together they give Arctic pro¬ 
tection down to -30C or + 2F. Both bags have a 
full-length two-tag zipper so it can be zipped from 
the inside or out. They also have 18-inch shoulder 
zips so equipment can be operated when sitting in 
the bag. Each bag has a close-fitting fiber-pile 
hood and the outer bag has an extra face flap 
secured by Velcro. The bags can be machine- 
washed and spun-dry unlike most down and hol¬ 
low-fiber bags. Each bag weighs 3 lbs. which is 
still lighter than most military bags. Allow 60-90 
days shipping. Imported from the U.K. $150 


#1505 — Polypropylene Headover. A versatile 
tube of material made of polypropylene can be 
worn in three different ways to control heat loss. 
As a neck wanner it reduces heat escaping at the 
neck, keeping the throat warm and absorbing 
sweat during work outs. As a Balaclava it is 
pulled up around the face to reduce heat loss from 
the head and keeps the ears warm. Fits comfort¬ 
ably under a cap or helmet. As a ski hat, it is worn 
in a band around the head to keep the ears warm 
like a ski hat. Olive Drab. $4.95 


#1506 — Polypropylene Wristover. Wristov- 
ers have two functions. They warm the wrist 
where there is a gap between coat and gloves. 
And they warm the hand wihtout impeding the 
use of the fingers. Normally worn around the 
wrist, but in cold weather they are pulled forward 
to the knuckles where they are kept in place by the 
thumbhole. Comfortable enough to wear under 
gloves or mittens. Made of 100% polypropylene 
rib stitch. Length 8". Olive drab. $4.95 
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Method of Payment (check one) Total Price of Items 

□ Check or Money Order □ MasterCard □ V *SA Colo Resident tax 



Credit Card 
Expiration d 
Signature 

# 

atp Shipping i 

Handling 

TOTAL 





Shipping & Handling SI .75 for the first item and 75g ea. additional item. We ship UPS unless you have a 
P.O. Box or outside UPS territory. For Air Mail or UPS Blue Label add S4.00 to regular postage. Foreign 
orders add 30% of order total. 


Check Box(es) for donations to Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund, El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund (not 
tax deductible) or Refugee Relief International Inc. (tax deductible). All donations will go directly to these 
funds. 

□ Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund $___ 

□ El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund S-- 

* □ Refugee Relief International. Inc. $--- 

TOTAL $___ 


THIS IS YOUR SHIPPING LABEL. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. 
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GERBER KNIVES 

Built to give and take the worst, the Guardian 
from Gerber is one survival knife that lives up to 
its name. 

#4102 — Guardian 11 Camouflage. Slip-proof, 
high-tensile cast aluminum handle. blade. 
Overall length, 11%". Weight, 8 oz. Blade 
thickness .250". Metal-lined camouflage Cor- 
dura scabbard with pistol belt-attaching clips, 
belt loop and lacing eyelets. $69.50 
#4103 — Guardian I Camouflage. 4%" blade. 
Overall length, 9". Blade thickness .172". 
Weight 4 oz. Camouflage scabbard with belt loop 
for standard belts and boot belt clip included. 
$59.50 

#4104 — Guardian Camouflage. 3%" blade. 
Overall length 7 '/j ". Blade thickness .172". 
Weight V/i oz. Camouflage scabbard with belt 
loop for standard belts and boot belt clip in¬ 
cluded. $49.50 



#4106 — Mark I. 4 %" blackened blade. Over¬ 
all length 9". Blade thickness .250". Weight 5Vi 
oz. With leather belt/boot scabbard with quick- 
release thumb snap. $54.50 
#4105 — Mark II. World famous. 6%" blade. 
Overall length 12". Blade thickness .250" 
Weight 8 oz. Black leather scabbard included. 
$64.50 



LIFEKNIFE 


The complete survival knife that could save your 
life. 

#4107 — Lifeknife Commando Camouflage. 

Complete with camouflage aluminum hollow 
handle that contains a complete survival kit: 
waterproof-windproof matches, hooks, line sink¬ 
ers, snare wire, needles and wire saw with screw- 
on watertight butt cap with precision liquid- 
filled, luminous compass. 6" 440 stainless-steel 
blade. Complete with camouflage leather sheath, 
lanyards and sharpening stone. $59.95 


#4108 — Lifeknife Trailmasler. The Volk¬ 
swagen of the Lifeknives. 514" 440 stainless- 
steel blade with sawback, super-tough molded 
VALOX thermoplastic handle with survival 
codes, watertight storage space, screw-cap with 
precision luminous liquid compass, camouflage 
CORDURA nylon sheath and sharpening stone. 
Complete survival and first-aid kit, including 
fishline, hooks, sinkers, snare wire, needles, 
bandages, ointment, sterile surgical blade. 
$29.95 


#4110 — USAF Survival Knife. Classic surviv¬ 
al knife issued to Air Force and Navy pilots. 
Features a 5" parkerized blade, sawback for cut¬ 
ting rope, aircraft skin, etc., hexagonal butt for 
hammering, leather washer handle. Leather 
sheath, sharpening stone and lace included. 
$19.95 

#4111 — U.S. Army Pocket Knife. Stainless- 
steel pocket knife with four blades, a large blade, 
can opener, bottle-cap opener with screwdriver, 
hole reamer and lanyard ring. $10.95 












SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 



PELAGE 


COMMUNISM IS 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
T-SHIRTS 

50/50 poly-cotton blend, S,M,L, XL 

#1001 — Soldier of Fortune (logo). White or 
navy. $7.95 

# 1002 — Peace Through Superior Firepower. 
White. $7.95 

#1004 — Death Rides a Pale Horse. Black. 
$7.95 

#1005 — Special Forces — Living by chance, 
Loving by choice, Killing by profession. Black. 
$8.95 

#1006 — Marines — Let me win your hearts 
and minds or I’U burn your damn huts down. 
Gold. $8.95 

#1007 — Participant Southeast Asia War- 
games — 2nd place. Black. $7.95. 

#1008 — Visit Lebanon, Help a Syrian meet 
Allah. Backed with “Hey, we just stepped in 
some Shiite.” Tan. $7.95. 

#1009 — SOF/HK (features the MP5 SMG). 
Black. $7.95 

#1011 — Grenada: When you care enough to 
send the very best. White. $7.95 
#1012 — Communism is CONTRA-Banned. 
Red. $7.95 

#1013 — C.A.T.T. — Central America 
Training Team. Navy. $7.95 

#1010 — SOF Sport Shirt 50/50 cotton/poly 
blend. With rib-knit collar and sleeve cuffs. 
Navy, white or red. $14.95 




Boulder, CO 80306 
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$5.95 

#2010 — Official Soldier of Fortune Field 

Cap. Top-quality, dark khaki European style 
field cap. Made famous by Rommel’s Afrika 
Korps and worn today by British Royal Marine 
Commandoes. Sizes s,m,l,xl. $21.95 
#5004 — SOF Duffle Bag. m"x\6"x\SW\ 
Sturdy canvas construction. Perfect for the gym, 
beach, or as a gear bag. Black with yellow and red 
logo. $10.95 



SOF ACCESSORIES 

#7030 — SOF Zippo Lighter $9.95 
#7032 — SOF Ashtray. White ceramic. $4.95 
#7031 — SOF Mug. White ceramic. $7.95 
#7022 — SOF Beret Badge. Red enamefed. 
$7.00 

#7023 —SOF Beret Badge. Silver drop. $8.00 
#7024 — SOF Beret Badge. Black anodized. 
$8.00 

#7020 — SOF Logo Lapel Pin. Red enameled. 
$2.50 

#7021 — SOF Logo Lapel Pin. Silver drop. 

$6.00 

#7010 — SOF Belt Buckle. Pewter. $6.95 
#7011 — SOF Belt Buckle. Stainless steel with 
red enameled logo. $9.95 
#7012 — SOF Military Style Buckle with silver 
drop logo. $10.95 

#7013 — SOF Military Style Buckle. Black 
with black anodized logo. $11.95 
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#7014 — Web belt for Military Style Buckle. 

114”. Khaki. $3.00 

#7033 — SOF Binders. Holds 12 issues. $7.95 
#7037 — Survive Magazine Binders. Holds 12 
issues. $7.95 

#7001 — Official Soldier of Fortune patch. 
Red, white and black. $1.95 
#7007 — Soldier of Fortune decal. 3” dia¬ 
meter. $ .50 

#7002 — Official Soldier of Fortune patch. 
Subdued. Olive drab. $1.95 
#7003 — SOF Cammo Shield patch. $4.95 
#7004—El Salvador Battalion Aerotranspor- 
tado patch. $4.95 

#7034 — SOF Beer Can Coolers. $3.95 
#7038 — Airborne Socks. White tube socks 
with Airborne in red and blue. $2.95 
#7036 — SOF Key Ring. $L00 

V _ _ _ 
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#8001 — Selous Scouts — Top Secret War by 
Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly. Describes the role of this 
famous unit in Rhodesia's war against terrorism. 
$25.00 

#8002 — Mercenaries Manual by Terry Ed¬ 
wards. The book on surviving in combat. 132 
pages with illustrations and photos. $5.95 
#8003 — Merc: American Soldiers of Fortune 
by Jay Mallin and Robert K. Brown. An eye¬ 
opening acount of the lives, ideals and adventures 
of today’s soldiers of fortune. Hardcover. $14.95 
#8004 — Grenades by Mike Weber. A new 
generation of weapons has given new meaning to 
the word grenades. How they work, how to use 
them. 130 pages and over 80 photos and illustra¬ 
tions. $5.95 

#8005 — Combat: House to House by Tercy 
Edwards. A timely book on urban warfare as 
being fought in Lebanon. Over 200 pages with 
photos and illustrations. $6.95 
#8006 — Knife Self Defense for Combat by 
Michael D. Echanis. First in a series dealing with 
hand-to-hand combat as taught to the Special 
Warfare Branches of the United States Military. 
$5.95 

#8007 — Basic Stick Fighting for Combat by 
Michael D. Echanis. Third in the series on hand- 



to-hand combat/special weapons and special tac¬ 
tics. $7.95 

#8008 — Village Defense — Initial Special 
Forces Operations in Vietnam by Col. Ronald 
Shackleton. A personal account covering the 
Special Forces involvement during a phase of the 
war that is not really widely known. Hardcover. 
$13.95 

#8009 — Same as above in soft cover. $9.95 
#8010 — Secrets of Underground Organiza¬ 
tions. Originally published by the Special Opera¬ 
tions Research Office, under the auspices of the 
U.S. Army, this comprehensive work reveals 
how underground operations are conceived, de¬ 
veloped and organized. $9.95 


— 

#3100 — Brunton Model 8040 Compass. The 

most popular compass for professional compass 
readings. Mirrored cover for accurate prismatic 
sightings with rotating dial which adjusts for de¬ 
clination graduated everly 2 degrees. Compact 
size allows the instrument to be carried in shirt or 
pants pocket. Lanyard and compass instruction 
booklet included. $31.95 
#3101 — Tekna Wrist Compass. Designed to 
function under conditions which far exceed those 
of normal human survival. The Tekna compass 
utilizes a Rare Earth Samarium Cobalt Magnet, a 
sapphire jewel bearing and fully luminescent 
dial. Ratcheted in five-degree increments. Fully 
waterproof. Wt. 1 oz., Diameter of 1.75”, Ht. of 
.5”. Black casing with Velcro strap. $26.95. 
#7035 — Official SOF Ring. Stainless steel 
with silver logo. Sizes 7-13. $57.95 

#3001 — Brunton 8X30 Rubber Armored 
Binocular. Waterproof, black-rubber-armored, 
fully coated roof-prism optics. Built-in compass 
and reticle rangefinder for superb outdoor and 
marine use, even in low light. Field of view 367 
ft. at 1000 yds.; 24.8 oz. padded belt pouch. $389 
#3002 — Brunton 8X21 Cammo Binocular. 
Green camouflage armor and fully coated roof- 
prism optics. Great for hunting, fishing, bird 
watching and all outdoor uses. Field of view 367 
ft. at 1000 yds.; 8.8 oz. With camo canvas belt 
pouch. $124.95 



#4001 — Sabrelite Flashlight. The flashlight 
used by the U.S. Special Forces, U.S. Navy and 
field-tested by the SOF Staff in Central America. 
Strong, sturdy and submersible down to 2000 ft. 
Strong Krypton lamp gives a bright straight beam 
even under water, 300% more light and life than a 
standard flashlight lamp. Unique rotary switch 
won’t turn on accidently. Easy to carry, ready for 
emergency use. Exclusive spring-loaded clip 
locks on strap or belt. Exclusive split ring 
attaches to snap-hook. Multi-use adjustable wrist 
lanyard. Available in green or black. $29.95 
#4002 — Military Sabrelite. Sabrelite Flash¬ 
light with modified black out non-magnetic hard¬ 
ware. $31.95 

#4004 — Sabrelite System 2000. Complete 
Sabrelite 1.4 Amp. Lamp. Solid-state UL-rated 
charger with LED monitor. Charger module. 
Spare .84 Amp Krypton Lamp. Spare “O” Ring 
with grease. Sabrelite foam liner. Watertight/ 
Unbreakable Pelican Guard Box Storage Con¬ 
tainer. $79.95 


#4003 — Pelilite. Smaller version of the Sabre¬ 
lite. Submersible down to 2000 ft., the Krypton 
lamp gives a strong bright beam and will take a lot 
of punishment. Size 5 7 /s” long x 1 5 /r” wide, 7oz. 
$19.95 
























SPARE TIME SPORTS 


VISA, AMERICAN EXPRESS & MASTERCARD CALL 1-800-231-0862 


Traq Binoculars 


Hunting, 

M 


Marathon Camouflaged Jacket Knee 
length, 100% waterproof jacket in marsh 
(brown) pattern. Insulated, large pockets 
for shells and equipment, drawstring 
hood for foul weather. S - XL 66.95; XXL 
$72.95; XXXL $79.95 (+ $4.00 
shipping) 


Kershaw knives. High strength stainless 
steel and guaranteed for life. The finest 
available anywhere. All Kershaw blades 
are shaving sharp from the factory, and 
hold an edge better than most other 
knives. 

D. Sportsmans Shears for cleaning birds 
and small game. All-purpose shears. 
$10.95 + $2.00 shipping 
£. Floating fillet knife, ideal for cleaning 
fish on the boat or pier. $16.95 x $2.00 
shipping 


F. Jr. Blade Trader. Tackles all cutting 
jobs. Comes with a skinning blade, fillet 
blade and saw blade, all pack safely in a 
leather sheath. $22.95 + $2.50 shipping 

G. Black Horse. New this year. Hard 
plastic handle is light, yet offers a firmer 
and more blanced grip than conventional 
handles. Comes with belt sheath $27.95 
+ $3.00 shipping 


. Phone 


Our three most popular binoculars, 
manufactured by Traq to withstand 
years of use outdoors. Rugged frames 
and quality lenses make Traq the choice 
of professional guides and outfitters. 

A. 10 x 50 Wide Angle for long range 
spotting. $44.95 + $3.50 shipping 

B. 7 x 35 Wide Angle general purpose. 
$39.95 + $3.00 shipping 

C. 8 x 21 rubber coated CAMO, ideal for 
hunters. Small yet powerful. $74.95 + 
$3.00 shipping 


The original CAMO T * M * Shoe. Extremely lightweight for hours of comfortable use. 
hiking, wading, at work or play, the ultimate outdoor shoe. The low tops 
have Velcro closure for a positive fit, high tops lace up to provide true 
ankle support Both have 
the “Lateral Traction” sole 
to insure stable footing over 
the most rugged terrain. 

Green or brown 


camo, 
avail¬ 
able 
in both 
high and 
low top, 
youth sizes 
11-4. 


Sportsman’s Dress Slacks. Stylish slacks 
for dress or sport. Available in khaki, 
olive, or navy with your choice of Marlin, 
Duck or Sailfish embroidered on the 
pocket flap. Even sizes 30 - 42, 
unfinished inseams (limited quantity). 
$33.95 + $3.00 shipping 


R. Sportsman’s Belts. Attractive addition 
to your sports wardrobe. Woven belt with 
leather buckle straps. Your choice of 
designs: Marlin, Sailfish, Tuna, Dolphin, 
Bass, or Yacht, in even sizes 24 - 
46. $11.95 + $2.00 shipping 

S. Three Belt Combo. Navy, khaki and 
brown, with interchangeable buckle. You 
cut to fit. $16.95 + $2.50 shipping 


SOF 12/84 


SPARE TIME SPORTS 

11011 South Wilcrest, Suite E Houston, Texas 77099 


Name 


Address 


State ---Zip 

Please bill my □ Vi la □ Am. Exp. □ MC MC INT. BK #_ 

Card #___ 


Expiration Date_Signature 


Quan. 

Item 

(Letter) 

Description 

Size 

Color o 
1st Choice 

r Design 

2nd Choice 

Item 

Price 

+ 

Shipping 

Extended 

Amount 























































VISA, AM. EXP. & MASTERC, 
CALL 1-800 231-086] 

Tex Re». Call 713-568-9151 
NO C.O.D.S Please 

Total Order 


f% Tex Res. add local sales tax 


TOTAL ORDER AMOUNT 





Boys and mens sizes A l k - IIV 2 , 12 and 13. Solid black in high and 
low top, sizes 4-13 including half sizes (except 12 1 /?). High tops 
$42.95 Low tops $29.95. (+ $3.00 shipping) 


H. Spare Time’s own felt sportsman’s 
hat. Stylish and ruggedly handsome, our 
hats look better the more they’re worn, 
Available in camouflage, tan, gray or 
navy. Sizes 6% - 7%. Camouflage 
$38.95, solids $33.95 (+ $4.00 shipping) 
(Camouflage order 1 size larger). 

J.. Outdoor shirt from Sportif. The most 
comfortable sports shirt you’ll ever put 
on. Poly/cotton blend with 6% spandex 
for stretch under active conditions. 
Available in tan only, S -XL. Limited 
quantity. $24.95 + $2.50 shipping 


Goose Fly Duck Deer 

K-2 K-3 K-4 K-5 

Ogie’s Guide Shirt 100% cotton khaki 
for light weight and comfort even on the 
warmest days. Available with your 
choice of embroidered design. Sizes S - 
XL $28.95 + $2.50 shipping 


Parker Camouflage Pen. Quality 
\ instrument in a camouflaged 
case. A great gift idea for your 
favorite outdoorsman. 
Yours free with a $100.00 
purchase or $7.95 ea. 
+ $1.00 shipping 
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SOF CENTRAL AMERICA 

PATROLLING 
HOT WATER 

SOF Sails Salvador’s Troubled Seas 


Text & Photos by Steve Salisbury 


T HEY may never match Lord Nelson’s 
elegant maneuvers at Trafalgar or the 
sheer power and gritty tenacity of the British 
Navy at Jutland, but Salvadoran sailors are 
determined to keep the troubled waters of 
their homeland safe from communist pira¬ 
cy. When it was launched in 1951, the 
fledgling service had only two 72-foot 
wooden patrol boats and 80 sailors, mostly 
former fishermen culled from coastal vil¬ 
lages. 

El Salvador was at peace then and the 
Navy’s only real role was rescuing the 
crews of fishing boats in distress or settling 
petty squabbles among the shrimpers that 
ply the coastal waters. They were more like 
a waterborne police force than a combat 
arm. A/I that’s changed by the communist 
insurrection which continues to rack this 
tiny Centra] American republic. The Salva¬ 
doran Navy — little discussed and generally 
ignored in press coverage of the fighting 
here — has swelled to a strength of some 
325 sailors, 455 Naval Commandos (the 
Salvadoran version of Marine Raiders or 
Force Recon units) and 18 heavily-armed 
patrol vessels used to attack guerrilla- 
controlled coastal areas and interdict arms 
shipments sent to the rebels from Saudinista 
compatriots in Nicaragua. This relatively- 
tiny force functions for the country as blue- 
water fleet, Coast Guard and Marine Corps 
and, while the incidence of close combat 
has been low, it’s clear that where the Salva¬ 
doran Navy goes, guerrillas fear to tread 
water. 

The Navy’s dreadnaughts are three 100- 
foot, radar equipped Cam Craft Point cruise 
boats armed with four .50 caliber machine 
guns, an M24A1 20mm cannon at the bow 
and a U.S. developed combination 81mm 
mortar and .50 caliber machine gun rig at 
the stem. According to Captain Humberto 
Villalta, Commandant of the Salvadoran 


Navy, these 80-ton powerhouses were 
bought minus arms in 1975 for $1,875,000 
from an American oil company that used 
them to transport crews to rigs off the 
Louisiana coast. Three Detroit Diesel en¬ 
gines, developing 470 horsepower each, 
push the vessels through the water at speeds 
up to 25 knots. In the amphibious assault 
role, they can transport up to 200 troops. 
The three biggest boats in El Salvador’s 
relatively-tiny fleet also serve as mother 
ships for the small, high speed craft that 
form the bulk of their patrol squadron. 

There are also six 27-foot Piranhas that 
rattle the sailors’ teeth while cutting along at 
up to 35 knots pushed by two 50- 
horsepower Johnson outboards. These two- 
ton, radar-equipped speedsters, delivered 
by the United States at the beginning of 
1983, are armed with a .50 cal. at the bow 
and an M60 port and starboard. The Salva¬ 
doran Navy uses them primarily in pursuit 
of gun-running boats or for inland waterway 
operations where their shallow draft allows 
them to roam close to shore. 

The nine remaining boats in the Navy 
inventory include four American-built, out¬ 
board-powered 36-footers, two World War 
II-vinlage 40-footers, two 75-footers deli¬ 
vered in the mid-seventies, and a 65-footer 
delivered in June of this year. All are radar- 
equipped and armed with .50s in various 
mounts. The 75- and 65-foot patrol vessels 
also carry bow cannon in 20mm and 25mm 
respectively. 

The picturesque Gulf of Fonseca seems 
too placid to require vigorous patrolling by 
Navy boats bristling with guns. You expect 
to see surfers and water-skiers plying the 
waves which wash the shores of three coun¬ 
tries: El Salvador, Honduras and Nicar¬ 
agua. Warm gulf waters are all that sepa¬ 
rates El Salvador from Nicaragua in some 
places. In certain areas the stretch is as short 


The Piranha gunboat is the fastest craft in 
the Salvadoran Navy. Armed with two .50 
cals and two M60s, the Piranha is a 
formidable fighter. 

as 20 miles over water. It’s here that the 
Salvadoran Navy must do its most aggres¬ 
sive patrolling. The Reagan administration 
has long maintained that Nicaragua has 
been shipping weapons to the Salvadoran 
guerrillas. The sailors based at La Union 
will not only confirm that for you, they’ll 
tell you exactly how it’s done. They see 
plenty of it. 

In early August, General Paul Gorman, 
commander of the United States Southern 
Command headquartered in Panama, 
showed a congressional committee, meet¬ 
ing in closed session, infrared aerial 
videotapes reportedly showing guerrillas 
unloading arms from fast, high-powered 
launches onto remote beaches in El Salva¬ 
dor for further transport inland on burro 
caravans. That came as no surprise to El 
Salvador’s senior naval officer who has 
stepped up his patrol activity in an attempt 
to catch Sandanistas in the act of delivering 
weapons to their rebel buddies. 

“Our problem is that we haven’t been 
able to catch an embarkation from Nicar¬ 
agua yet,” said Captain Villalta, “despite 
the fact that several boats always patrol the 
Gulf.” I thought perhaps the presence of a 
gringo with a camera might change their 
luck and got permission to accompany one 
of the patrols on 3 August. 

Sunset painted the Gulf of Fonseca in a 
crimson glow. While fishermen in out¬ 
board-driven dugouts hauled in their nets 
for return to the sleepy port city of La Un¬ 
ion, work had just begun for Navy Lieute¬ 
nant Jose Daniel Castellanos. On the con¬ 
crete and asphalt wharf at La Union Naval 
Base, the 26-year-old officer, dressed in 
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army-style greets fatigues, supervised sea- 
men loading Iho Cam Craft Point cutter he 
commands. 

It was hot mid muggy. The bare-chested 
sailors glistened with sweat. The lieutenant 
wiped his brow- then pointed to smudges on 
the datkeiimg bori/ou which marked Hon¬ 
duras and Nicaragua. Soon we would be just 
a few hundred meters from Nicaraguan tcr- 
muffol waters, he said. We boarded the 
vessel. The engines coughed into a snarl at 
the urging of Castellanos' chief engineman 
and we swung smartly away from the dock. 
The boat rocked gently beneath my feet as I 
followed the skipper up to the bridge. A 
husky sailor was loading the .50 caliber 
machine guns mounted on the port and star¬ 
board wings. He indicated it was a prudent 
precaution since he’d had experience with 
!S a i id in isl a patrol boats who hold target 
practice on Salvadoran vessels whether lhey 
actually enter Nicaraguan waters or not. “If 
youTe m ElieiJ 1 range, you're fair game," 1 he 
coiomenieikTlie mission, as usual with vir¬ 
tually all Gulf patrols, was to catch gun¬ 
runners. 


The breeze brought the stench of rotting 
fish over to us from the holds of two passing 
trawlers. On the bridge, the skipper checked 
the instrument panel and radar screen, then 
gave a course change to the helmsman. He 
was crisp, professional and business-like. I 
almost expected to see an Annapolis class 
ring on his finger. 

Lt. Castellanos is typical of the new breed 
of Salvadoran naval officers. After three 
years in the Salvadoran military academy, 
he went to the American naval training 
facility in Panama in January of 1982. There 
he passed a five-month course of instruction 
in basic naval skills before going to the U .S. 
Coast Guard Reserve Training Center in 
Yorktown. Virginia for six months of ad¬ 
vanced training. He loves his country’ and 
the sea. 


Sailors in the Salvadoran Navy vary in age 
from 18-year-olds to salty veterans of the 
sea like this crusty engine room mechanic. 


Cutting through the placid waters of the 
Gulf of Fonseca, a radar-equiped Piranha 
heads toward Nicaraguan territorial waters. 
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day, full-scale war patrols he makes about 
once or twice each month. Given that sche¬ 
dule, he likes to let his sailors have as much 
weekend liberty as he can. 

Castellanos’ crew was typical of those 
found on practically any Navy vessel in 
practically any country. There was a crusty 
old salt who has been a Navy engineman for 
30 years. He seemed uncomfortable on deck 
and only relaxed when he was shouting over 
the noise of roaring diesels. There was a 
teenage gunner’s mate who seemed a little 
overwhelmed by the size and potential pow¬ 
er of the machine gun he kept wiping with 
an oily rag. Uniform regulations in the 


Salvadoran Navy would give an American 
Chief Bosn’s Mato nightmares. Uniforms 
are not even mandatory at sea and crewmen 
stand watch in whatever is comfortable. I 
noticed everything from the skipper's for¬ 
mal, cream-colored dress uniform to a bas¬ 
ketball jersey, shorts and sneakers. But 
appearances count for little when you’re 
doing a dangerous, difficult job. The sailors 
were respectful and enthusiastic about 
crewing their craft. Despite the temptation, 
you can’t call guys like that a “motley 
crew.” Given the Navy enlistment stan¬ 
dards, the term wouldn’t fit anyway. 

Only physically fit 18-year-old males 


It was now pitch-black on the gently roll¬ 
ing waters of the Gulf of Fonseca. I could 
barely make out the bulk of sailors standing 
watch near the deck-mounted weapons. The 
Cam Craft normally carries a crew of 14, 
but our patrol was scheduled for a Friday 
night and half Castellanos’ crew were on 
liberty in La Union. The CO wasn’t particu¬ 
larly worried about being short-handed for 
this short patrol, but he demanded a full 
complement for the arduous eight to 15- 
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with a sixth-grade education or better and a 
letter of good conduct from the local judge 
in their hometown may apply to join the 
Salvadoran Navy. People who have already 
served their two years of obligatory service 
in the Army are given preference for the few 
slots which open up each year because they 
need less basic military training. 4 ‘A lot of 
people want to join, but we already have 
enough sailors. We need more officers,” 
Lt. Castellanos indicated. 

Salvadoran sailors receive three months 
on-the-job training in basic seamanship sub¬ 
jects such as knot-tying, navigation, sig¬ 
nals, docking and ship handling, formations 
and waterborne maneuvers. They spend as 
much time training at sea as possible, said 
Petty Officer Cardona, a 30-year-old Quar¬ 
termaster who manned the helm of our craft. 
He is an eight-year Navy veteran who some¬ 
times teaches seamanship. His rank is 
roughly equivalent to an Army corporal. He 
had wanted to conduct some training for 
new men in the crew on this patrol, but the 
skipper had vetoed that given reports of 
increased guerrilla activity along the coast. 

Sailors then are assigned to a ship or 
station where they apprentice in specific 
duties. Depending on their aptitude and the 
scholarship availability, some sailors are 
sent to the U. S. Naval Base at Rodman, 
Canal Zone, in Panama for further training 
in their respective specialized fields. When 
they return, they spend their shore time 
standing base security posts or working at 
the inevitable logistics and maintenance 
chores. When their sea duty rotation time 
comes, they go aboard a vessel where they 
will serve until it’s someone else’s turn in 
the barrel. 

Phosphorescent plankton glowed in our 
foamy wake. We patrolled carefully at low 
speed watching the ominous silhouettes of 
volcanic islands which guerrilla gunrunners 
regularly use as stop-overs on their way in 
or out of El Salvador. The lights of the 
Honduran naval base at Amapala twinkled 
in the distance. During the 1969 Salvador- 
an-Honduran ‘‘Soccer War,” Salvadoran 
warplanes bombed the airstrip there. The 
four patrol boats which the Salvadoran 
Navy had at the time played a major role in 
the 100-hour conflict using their .50 caliber 
machine guns quite effectively on the Hon¬ 
duran aircraft that bombed the oil storage 
facilities at La Union. These days El Salva¬ 
dor and Honduras are allied in their effort to 
combat Sandinista infiltration and support 
of communist subversives in both countries. 
According to Captain Villalta who spoke 
with me in El Salvador after the patrol, the 

A Salvadoran commando team scrambles 
aboard a Cam Craft patrol boat after a 
training session in the jungle. 

At only 100 feet, the Cam Craft Point cruise 
boat is the largest craft in the Salvadoran 
Navy. Despite the small size, it gets the job 
done. 

Lt. Castellanos pilots his Cam Craft on 
another patrol in search of Sandinista 
gunrunners. 
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M24A1 20mm cannon mounted in the bow 
of Cam Craft is a formidable piece of 
equipment for any enemy boat unlucky 
enough to run into its fire. 

Stern-mounted Browning .50 cal fixed to an 
81mm mortar points skyward in 
anticipation of enemy aircraft. Salvadoran 
cutters mount sufficient armament to handle 
most Sandinista craft. 

two navies cooperate in joint maneuvers 
and, more importantly, assist each other in 
repelling Sandinista patrol boats intruding 
into their waters. 

Gunner’s Mate (Corpora]) Victor Manuel 
Valnegas recounted one engagement with 
Sandinista sailors that may be one of the 
largest naval battles ever fought in El Salva¬ 
dor. He was manning a .50 caliber machine 
gun on one of two Piranhas involved in a 
confrontation with three Sandinista vessels 
on a sunny April afternoon in 1983. “One 
of those coast guard cutters that they (the 
Sandinistas) got from France and an armed 
fishing boat entered our waters,” remem¬ 
bered the 25-year-old combat veteran. ‘ ‘We 
approached them and were maybe a couple 
kilometers away when they fired on us with 
a .50 cal and a 20mm. We made big circles 
and figure eights and fired back with every 
pass. We radioed the base for reinforce¬ 
ments and they called the Hondurans. Two 
of their Piranhas and a cutter arrived a half- 
hour later and the Sandinistas fled to their 
coast. We had no casualties, just a bullet 
hole in our Piranha.” 

There have been several such clashes be¬ 
tween the Salvadoran and Sandinista sea 
forces, one involving the vessel I was riding 
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In his new movie “The 
Terminator/’actor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
uses a variety of 
contemporary weapons 
including this long>slide 
.45 equipped with a 
laser sight. Film 
director Jim Cameron 
admits the sight is a bit 
ahead of time, although 
it makes for some great 
scenes when the cyborg 
finally confronts his 
target. The 

action-adventure flick is 
due for release 26 Oct. 
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SOF MOVIES 

CYBORG 

TERMINATOR 

The Ultimate Merc 





by Dale Dye 

Photos Courtesy of Orion Productions 


O BJECTIVE: Create the ultimate 
mercenary soldier; a one-man 
wrecking crew that can't be defeated by 
conventional weapons. 

PARAMETERS: He must have the pow¬ 
er and endurance of a Roman Centurian, 
the cold-hearted ruthlessness of a Mongol 
warrior ; the violent audacity of a Cossack 
cavalryman, the tenacity in combat of a 
French Foreign Legionnaire , the weapons 
and tactical precision of a Waffen SS NCO 
and the deviousness of a veteran Viet 
Cong. 

SOLUTION: Cyberdine Systems Model 
101 

CODE-NAME: “ Terminator ” 

It’s 2027 A.D, — some 30 years after a 
devastating nuclear war—and what’s left 
of the human race is locked in a brutal 
guerrilla struggle for control of their des¬ 
tiny. The enemy — the tyrants who con¬ 
trol post-war civilization — are machines, 
endowed by their creators with an artificial 
intelligence that leads them to believe all 
humans are security risks and must be 
eliminated. 

Despite their ability to create superior 
weaponry, including cyborgs or machines 
wrapped in living human flesh, the com¬ 
puters are losing the battle for control of 
the earth. In a fit of diode desperation, the 
machines decide to solve their problems 
by eliminating the leader of the guerrillas 
in a most unconventional manner. Having 
developed the technology to make time 
travel possible, they decide to send their 
most efficient killing-machine — a cyborg 
titled ‘Terminator” —back to 1984 to kill 


the mother of the human guerrilla leader. 
If he succeeds, the future will be changed. 
The human resistance will have no char¬ 
ismatic leader to direct the fight against 
machine control of the world. 

Fortunately for the humans, the plot is 
uncovered and an experienced guerrilla 
fighter also manages to slip through the 
time warp. His mission: protect the 
woman who will become the mother of 
their leader and stop the Terminator. 

The result? Sorry, sci-fi fans. Revealing 
that would be unfair to film star Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and the hard-working 
crew from Orion Productions who have 
just finished editing “The Terminator,” a 
new film scheduled for nationwide release 
26 October. 

What we can reveal is that “The Termi¬ 
nator” is full-tilt action from the first hand¬ 
ful of buttered popcorn until the house 
lights bring you back to ground-zero. SOF 
was fortunate enough to get a mid-editing 
preview of the film, but you couldn’t have 
convinced me that the fortunes had 
smiled so brightly when the call from 
Schwarzenegger’s Hollywood publicist 
came through in mid-August 

“Why would SOF be interested in re¬ 
viewing a science-fiction film?” I wanted 
to know. “We’re not a fan magazine.” 

“Because,” the publicist responded, 
“it’s got all sorts of stuff and action that 
SOF readers would love to hear about, if 
I’m any judge of your magazine.” 

I decided if Hollywood cpuld judge 
SOF, we could take a shot at judging Hol¬ 
lywood. 1 was particularly interested in 
checking the technical aspects of the 
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movie. Was this another epic in which 
weapons have an unending ammo supply 
and the heroes handle them like they 
aren't really sure which end to point at the 
bad guys? Or could it be, as several 
sources claimed, that the director and the 
actors were all trying to play it as straight as 
possible given the plot. Only a flying trip to 
the studio would tell. 


Director Jim Cameron led me into his 
editing facility and arranged to show me 
four or five major slugs of the movie he 
was editing. He was pressed for both time 
and money, but seemed perfectly willing 
to discuss his film-making philosophy on 
technical accuracy. “It takes me right out 
of the film when I see something technical¬ 
ly inaccurate," he stated “On the other 


hand, I think general audiences like to 
maintain a sense of antagonism with the 
film; to look for flaws. If they see a minor 
one, that’s OK. It gives people the feeling 
that they know more than Hollywood." 

That fit in fairly well with my own atti¬ 
tude when I watch a movie — particularly 
a movie that centers on military action or 
weapons. But it was showtime and I con- 



ABOVE: In one of 
the best gunfight 
scenes from the 
movie, 
Schwarzenegger, as 
the cyborg 
Terminator, sweeps a 
downtown L.A. disco 
with an Uzi. The 
actor called in 
Action Arms VP 
Mitch Kalter, who 
died shortly after 
completing work on 
the film, to coach 
him in automatic 
weapons techniques. 



LEFT: The cyborg 
mere from the future 
can be temporarily 
disabled by gunfire, 
but not killed. In 
several scenes he is 
caught by the blasts 
of a variety of 
weapons wielded by 
both his human 
antagonist and the 
LAPD. 
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THE GOOD SOLDIER 
SCHWARZENEGGER 

It’s probably just as well for the 
NATO alliance that 18-year-old Pan- 
zerfraher Arnold Schwarzenegger 
didn’t have to complete his three year 
enlistment in the armored forces of the 
Austrian Army. In his initial year as a 
tank crewman, the muscular movie 
star and former Mr. Universe managed 
to do about as much damage to civilian 
property and the army’s fleet of M-47 
Patton tanks as a Russian anti-armor 
squad. 

Not that Schwarzenegger was a par¬ 
ticularly bad soldier. Like many young 
U.S. GI’s, he was simply full of some¬ 
what more, uh, “spirit” than the 
bureaucracy thought was really neces¬ 
sary for your basic private in the rear 
rank with a rusty rifle. Hot-rodding at 
'the controls of the Austrian Army’s M~ 
47 No. 134 (see photo) was the one 
thing other than pumping iron that de¬ 
lighted him. The panzergrenadiers that 
rode on top of his 44-ton plaything 
were not similarly amused by his 
antics. 

“When you’re 18 years old, you 
don’t think,” Schwarzenegger chuck¬ 
led recalling one of his more infamous 
escapades while stationed with a tank 
unit outside his Austrian hometown of 
Graz. “The tank is just a robot you can 
have fun with.” 

Nearly wiping out a squad of infan¬ 
try one night during maneuvers cost 
Private Schwarzenegger a week of KP 
that included peeling potatoes all night 
long. “I was in tank driver’s school,” 
he remembered, “and we had infantry 
riding on top of the tanks. It was at 
night and we were parked on top of a 
hill while my tar^k commander was off 
doing something else. I heard over the 
radio from a friend of mine that the 
commander wasn’t aboard and we de¬ 
cided to see who could be first down 
the hill. It was a really wild ride, espe¬ 
cially in a tank where you can feel ev¬ 
ery bump and roll. We started chal¬ 
lenging each other with the infantry 
hanging all over the tanks. By the time 
we reached the bottom of the hill, there 
was no one aboard anymore. They 
were all gone. We turned on the lights 
so we wouldn’t run over anybody and 
there were all these guys screaming 
and howling about being injured. Of 
course, we were punished heavily for 
that” 

Most young Austrian men must do a 
year in the military, but Arnold had 
signed on for three in order to get train¬ 
ing as a tank driver. He came by the 
military vocation honestly. His father 
had been an officer in the Wehrmacht 
during World War II and was a police 
official in Graz when his son enlisted in 


1965. “1 joined when I was 18 because 
I wanted to be a tank driver,” Schwar¬ 
zenegger said, “but I knew there would 
be problems because I was too tall. 
Anyway, you have certain privileges 
when you volunteer and one is that 
you can elect to stay in your hometown 
area.” Arnold was particularly anxious 
to stay around Graz where he had be¬ 
gun a promising bodybuilding regimen 
at a local gym, but the army had diffe¬ 
rent ideas. Military recruiters seem to 
sing from the same sheet of music 
whether they are American or Aus¬ 
trian. 

“Normally what happens,” Schwar¬ 
zenegger chuckled, “is that you say 
you want to ^fay in Graz and they send 
you to Innsbrook at the opposite side 
of the country. If you say you want to 
be a tank driver then you end up walk¬ 
ing around the mountains with a 
machine gun.” Obviously, Schwar¬ 
zenegger was going to have to pull 
some strings in order to juggle the 
army’s plans and his own. 

“I told my father they were going to 
send me to Vienna for tank training but 
I wanted to stay in Graz. He said to let 
him call a buddy from the Second 
World War. I told him to do the dealing 
—whatever it takes — and he went out 
with his friend who was one of the top 
officers at the station where I wanted to 
go. I got notice a week later that I was 
to be based at Graz.” 

Thus began a series of military mis- 
adventures. “It seemed like I had 
something happening to me every 
week,” Arnold recalled of his time with 
the panzer unit at Wetzelsdorf kas - 
seme. “One time I parked the tank on 
a downhill slope while we went to eat 
and it rolled into the river. Another 
time I had to start the tank and check 
the gauges. I put the tank in gear and 
got ready to roll, but someone 
screamed that I couldn’t drive until the 


engine had run for 15 minutes or 
something. I came out of the driver’s 
position and forgot to take the tank out 
of gear. When I got back down in to 
check and see if it had warmed up, I felt 
the tank shaking and then people be¬ 
gan screaming at me and bricks were 
falling all over. The tank had backed 
through the wall of a garage, wiping 
out the gas lines and water pipes and 
everything. People were screaming for 
me to shut the engines down and water 
was all over everything. 

“I got out and went to see the com¬ 
mander. He was having a very happy 
day; laughing and everything because 
he’d had a good time with his wife or 
something. He asked me, ‘Arnold, 
how’s it going?’ and ‘What is it?’ I said I 
had a little problem and he told me not 
to worry about little things. Then he 
went out and saw my tank half way 
through this building. He started 
screaming and I wound up in trouble 
again.” 

Schwarzenegger finally appealed for 
a release from his three-year contract 
and the Army officials decided the 
bodybuilder could do more for his 
country by winning titles and interna¬ 
tional recognition than wars. He doffed 
his uniform and went to Germany to 
train for the Mr. Universe contest that 
he eventually won. But he retains fond 
memories of his time in service. 

“I got a lot of things out of it,” he 
says. “I learned about comeraderie 
and all the basic things like how to sew 
your shirts, brush your shoes and take 
care of leather and share with bud¬ 
dies ... all the things I feel very strongly 
about. I learned all that and decided it 
was time to move on.” 

Every army has its Private Schwar¬ 
zenegger. They are the ones who 
make it all so interesting. 

— Dale Dye 
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centrated on a sequence during which the 
cyborg Terminator amasses his arsenal of 
20th century weapons after traveling 
through time back to Los Angeles, circa 
1984. In a downtown gun-shop, firing off 
names and model numbers like the 
machine he portrays, Schwarzenegger 
asks the proprietor for “the Uzi in nine 
millimeter, the AR-180, the .45 long-slide 


One of Terminator's handiest 
weapons in the film is a 
Franchi six-shot, 12-gauge 
Special Purpose Automatic 
Shotgun, the SPAS-12. The 
muscular actor handles the 
eight-pound weapon with one 
hand in most of the scenes 
where he uses it. 


with laser sighting, the S-P-A-S-12,. 
The shop-owner is happy as a clam, stack¬ 
ing guns on the counter and grinning ab¬ 
out the money he’s about to make off the 
stone-faced customer who just keeps 
ordering. And then the Terminator tosses 
a curveball. Without missing a beat he 
orders a “phased plasma pulse-rifle in the 
40-watt range.” 


The shopkeeper responds, “Just what 
you see here, Pal,” at which point the 
Terminator reaches for a box of 12-gauge 
shells, conveniently displayed on the 
counter, loads the SPAS-12 with buck¬ 
shot, and blows the gun dealer away. It 
was an absorbing scene but 1 had some 

Continued on page 112 



TALKING WITH THE 
TERMINATOR 

Despite a muscle-bound image 
that’s been perpetuated by reviews of 
his earlier films, “Terminator” star 
Arnold Schwarzenegger is a person¬ 
able, articulate man with an intense 
interest in weapons as well as movies. 
In his Ventura, Calif, office, the 37- 
year-old former Mr. Universe sat down 
with SOF Executive Editor Dale Dye to 
talk about his new movie and the 
tehnical work he did to prepare for it. 
SOF: 1 understand Mitch Kalter 
from Action Arms helped you out 
with the Uzi work. 

A. S.: Yeah, he came out specifically to 
work with me on the various different 
aspects: how to take the gun apart and 
put it together quickly, how to look 
professional when you do it and not 
have to look down when you put the 
magazine in. . .stuff like that So that 
helped a lot because I’m a big believer 
in getting all that stuff done before you 
do the film. If it’s working with the 
sword or with knives and axes, you 
should do it before you go on location 
so you don’t have to worry about it and 
it doesn’t take away from the acting. If I 
were worrying about how to hold the 
sword the proper way or how to hit the 
proper way it just would be too much. 
The same with the gun thing 
. . /if it was the .45 or the SPAS shot¬ 
gun we used, I tried to get ahead of 
time and work every day assembling it 
and taking it apart so when it comes 
down to shooting a scene where I 
actually had to put all the weapons 
together, I would look like a profes¬ 
sional. We never shot that scene be¬ 
cause the movie ended up already lon¬ 
ger than they wanted and they thought 



Executive Editor Dale Dye presents 
Schwarzenegger an SOF t-shirt. 

that the problem would be solved if we 
took the scene out. Some smart people 
take it out before they even shoot and 
other people shoot it anyway, waste 
another million dollars and then they 
take it out. We didn’t have that budget 
with this film. It had to be streamlined a 
bit, so they decided to take the scene 
out because it wasn’t necessary to 
establish him (the Terminator) as an 
expert. But there’s a gunshop scene 
where I look at the gun, check it out 
and do a few moves. 1 think that was 
sufficient to make it look like he knew 
what he was doing. 

SOF: Well, as a professional 
military man, I'll tell you the 
moves 1 saw looked good, particu¬ 
larly the move in the gunshop 
scene when the owner turns 
around to get something and you 
reach over and get the one round 
for the 12-gauge. Then you just 
flip it over, load if and it’s down on 
him. It’s very nicely done. 

A.S.: Good. I love shotgun shooting; 
that’s my favorite. That’s what 1 do all 
the time, skeet and trap shooting. 
SOF: Why the one-handed busi¬ 


ness with all the weapons? 

A.S.: They felt that it would be much 
better looking if I started shooting 
everything with one hand and have 
nice swift movements, more like a 
robot. That’s what he (director Jim 
Cameron) wanted to accomplish in the 
movie, more the direction of a mecha¬ 
nical man. So, anyway, we practiced in 
the trailer with all those things and 1 
figured out how I could use it in the 
scene — pulling it out and shooting 
from the hip. 

SOF: Do you work all that out per¬ 
sonally for the most part when you 
do a scene involving weapons 
handling? 

A.S.: You have to because you can’t 
rely on the director. Some directors 
have a very clear vision of what ought 
to be done on the scene but many 
times they don’t. They write the scene 
from A to Z but when it comes down to 
details, it’s up to the individual. If you 
wait for him to tell you, he maybe 
directs you to do it a certain way that 
isn’t comfortable. So you try these 
things and then you go to the director 
and say, This is the way that l think 
would be comfortable for me. Is that 
okay with you?’ Then he looks at it and 
the cameraman looks at it and he says, 
That looks great. Try to stay on the 
floor one or two seconds longer so we 
all get the feeling that you are dead and 
then there will be a surprise when you 
come up. 1 And he’ll make little adjust¬ 
ments like that. Or he will say, just 
move from here to here but don’t 
move over there or something like 
that Little adjustments are made, but 
other than that we work more with the 
people that are trying to teach me the 
weapons than working it out with the 
director. Because they know how it is 
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In an effort to 
acquire his 
arsenal without 
having to pay for 
it, the Terminator 
orders the 
SPAS-12 off the 
shelf at a local 
gunshop and then 
uses it to blow 
the proprietor 
away. For 
show-biz purposes 
a supply of 
12-gauge 
buckshot shells 
was conveniently 
displayed within 
reach on the 
counter. 


done in real life and that’s what I want 
to base it on — how it’s done in real life 
rather than how somebody fantasized 
it when he wrote it 
SOF: It seems to me that's very 
important to the box-office 
appeal in your movies. If you 
obviously look like a klutz hand¬ 
ling weapons, the folks who 
would normally come to see the 
film would be kind of put off by it. 
Does that enter your mind? 

A.S.: Absolutely. There’s enough ex¬ 
perts out there who can handle 
weapons and have weapons at home 
and who go skeet and trap shooting 
and know how to hold and load a shot¬ 
gun. You’d be busted immediately. 
There’s no two ways around it. It’s the 
same with the sword. Even now I get 
suggestions (from his “Conan” films): 
‘When the huge guy tried to attack you 
with his ax, why didn’t you hold it this 
way?’ Although Fve worked years with 
the sword now, they still come and say 
you should’ve done this block or that 
block and then stabbed him in the 
chest. That’s why I know that it’s very 
important to get those props handled 
properly and make it second nature. 
You don’t have to think about it Be¬ 
cause you never can learn in two or 
three months the things that come for a 
person that has been handling the 
weapons for 10 years. There’s no way. 
But you try to get 20 percent of this 
professionalism and the rest you rely 
on the editor. 

SOF: How long did you work with 
weapons of all the types that you 
used in this film? 

A.S.: Approximately a month and a 
half. 1 worked a month before we 
started shooting and 14 days into the 
shooting. By that time we had used all 


the weapons. The first day, maybe we 
used the .45, then we used the SPAS 
and then the Uzi, and as time went on, I 
practiced all the things continuously on 
the set while doing another scene. 
That’s all the time I had because I came 
on February 15 from shooting “Con¬ 
an” and then March 15 we were shoot¬ 
ing ‘Terminator.’ 

SOF: I noticed that there wasn’t a 
lot of naked skin in your new 
movie. Obviously, they are relying 
on Arnold Schwarzenegger as an 
actor, rather than a sex symbol or 
a macho-man. 

A.S.: They have a lot of guts. I was 
amazed. Although I have done movies 
like ‘The Jane Mansfield Story’ where I 
was dressed two-thirds of the time, the 
one-third that people were waiting for 
was when I was competing or taking 
my shirt off. Jim Cameron wanted me 
to play Reese (the human guerrilla 
fighter) first and then 1 read the script 
and I was more excited over the Termi¬ 
nator, the idea of the weapons and 
playing a robot villain. I told the direc¬ 
tor that I was very excited about that 
part and could see clearly how it 
should be played. I gave him recom¬ 
mendations and said that he must send 
the actor to (Director John) Milius’ spe¬ 
cial school of weaponry. He called me 
back an hour later and said, ‘You play 
the Terminator.’ 

SOF: Did you find it tough playing 
a non-human? 

A,S.: No, it was basically the idea of 
locking into this robot behavior; this 
cold, no-emotion behavior. When you 
shoot, you have to make sure not to 
squint your eyes. You have to take 
care of the job and go on. It’s just a job, 
something that you were programmed 
for and that’s it That is sometimes 


hard. In most films, the killer shoots 
and he really gets into it, but you can’t 
do that as the Terminator. I always had 
to remember that this is not a human 
being. You don’t show emotions, you 
don’t show excitement, you don’t 
show fear or anything like that What 
you do is just work with the director 
and tell him, ‘If you see me blinking 
when I shoot or if you see any funny 
facial expressions, just tell me. t want to 
do it over again.’ 

SOF: Switching subjects for a mo¬ 
ment, Arnold, how many guns do 
you own? 

A.S.: About 15, mostly pistols and 
shotguns. 1 have an Uzi also. They 
gave me one when I went over last 
week to do the photo for the poster of 
the movie. 

SOF: Are you any kind of a marks¬ 
man? 

A.S.: I’m pretty good. When I go 
shooting with the pistol, I get a lot of 
buliseyes. 

SOF: Does it help to have such 
control over your hand and wrist 
muscles? Does a guy your build 
have any advantage in shooting? 
A.S.: Well, I shoot better with heavy 
weapons rather than the light ones. I 
do much better with a .45 than with 
one of those light aluminum nine milli¬ 
meters. 1 don’t have a firm grip with 
them. Take the long-slide .45 we used 
in the movie for instance. That was 
great for me because it was heavy, and 
when you’ve held heavy weights aJJ 
your life, you need something substan¬ 
tial. I felt very comfortable target shoot¬ 
ing with the Uzi. The Dghtweight .25 
calibers and all those, they get lost in 
my hand. The heavier the gun, the 
better for me. I shoot very well with the 
Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum. 
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This mujahid 
from the 
National Islamic 
Front of 
Afghanistan is 
one of about 20 
percent of Paktia 
province 
freedom fighters 
that are armed 
with AKs. The 
rest use 
whatever they 
can get. 
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The Afghan 
answer to Soviet 
armor. 

Decorated 
International 
truck sporting a 
roof-mounted 
DShK HMG 
heads towards 
action with a 
party of freedom 
fighters. 


S TARTLED by rocks crashing beside us 
awHhe cries from above, we looked to 
the top of the canyon wall. Shouting, ‘ "Alla- 
hu akbar [God is great]!” the battle cry of 
Islam, four of them were hurling rocks at us. 
That cry has preceded many an ambush in 
Afghanistan, a centuries-old trigger of ter¬ 
ror that has made thousands of English — 
and more recently Russian — hearts miss a 
thump. 

Seeing us riding in Soviet trucks, they 
assumed I, with my light hair and skin, was 
a Russian adviser and my companions 
Afghan government soldiers, and ”by 
Allah’ ’ we were not to proceed through their 
canyon unmolested. But these warriors 
were little boys of five or so. 

We were a reconnaissance party of mu¬ 
jahideen from the National Islamic Front of 
Afghanistan (NIFA) and three Western 


journalists (Erich and Kurt Pelda of 
Switzerland and myself) scouting the 
Soviet-Afghan Army base at Urgun in Pak¬ 
tia Province. 

Our Russian trucks with their mounted 
DShK 12.7mm heavy machine guns were a 
gift from the Union of Soviet Socialist Re¬ 
publics taken in ambush 50 kilometers from 
Urgun 10 May 1983. That day 3,000 mu¬ 
jahideen had caught and destroyed an 800- 
man communist unit in a narrow, twisting 
canyon near a village named Zawara. 

Urgun, 35 kilometers west of the Pakis¬ 
tan border, is the home base of the Afghan 
army’s 22nd Mountain Brigade and the 15th 
Border Guard Brigade. However, because 
of desertions to the resistance forces, NIFA 
Ijestimates troop strength inside Urgun at 
l^abput one-third of the numbers expected, or 
phoUt 1,800 men. Freedom fighters esti- 
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mate a maximum of 20 Russian advisers are 
stationed there. 

The fort of Urgun lies in a wide, flat 
valley which runs roughly northeast- 
southwest. Like most Afghan forts it has 
mud-brick walls but Urgun’s are unusually 
thick. During the 1983 siege, the defenders 
kept mortar-carrying jeeps stationed on the 
walls to respond to harrassing fire. Urgun’s 
fort is a four-sided rectangle, with two 
gates, four comer towers and a fifth, de¬ 
tached tower just outside the west wall. 

NIFA’s military command decided to 
make a major effort to take Urgun in early 
1983 and began moving troops in from out¬ 
lying areas of Paktia — where the Unity 
commander claims he has 20,000 armed 
men available — and from other NIFA or 
Unity strongholds in neighboring pro¬ 
vinces. Base camps were established on all 
sides of Urgun within effective patrolling 
range; all roads coming into the area were 
put under watch and cut, and all Afghan 
army outposts outside the fort were overrun. 

By the end of the year, the mujahideen 
had brought their siege almost into the sha¬ 
dow of the walls, having overrun govern¬ 
ment positions within just a few hundred 
yards of the fort. But there the NIFA attack 
stalled, as the mujahideen were unable to 
either penetrate the close-in mine fields or 
hole the walls — despite use of captured 
T-55 tanks and D-30 122mm howitzers. 

In January the Soviets upgraded Urgun’s 
support and pounded the mujahideen bases 
daily with both fixed-wing MiG and Mi-24 
helicopter strikes. In late January, the 
Soviets managed to get a column through 
with reinforcements and ammunition. 

NIFA’s commanders intended to con¬ 
tinue the siege through the winter, but Rus¬ 
sian bombing of the civilian villagers in the 
area made it necessary to evacuate most of 
the nearby communities. Because NIFA is 
one of the most poorly equipped mujahi¬ 
deen organizations — the beseigers ran 
short of food, ammunition and clothing — 
and because weather in February and March 
was severe, the seige was lifted. 

The May ’84 reconnaissance trip had 
been set up so the NIFA commanders could 
get a close look at the resources available to 
them in Paktia, select sites for base camps 
and evaluate morale among the local mu¬ 
jahideen. If the conditions were right, NIFA 
intended to have another go at Urgun. 

I joined the patrol, getting the chance to 
cover more of Paktia than any SOF staff 
member had yet seen. According to NIFA 
headquarters staff, they had enough control 
over the province to allow motorized con¬ 
voys to pass through safely on a 300- 
kilometer recon. 

Abdul, my NIFA escort officer and trans¬ 
lator, had promised me that we would have 
no difficulty crossing the border and that we 
would ride all the way to Urgun. 

I doubted both promises. 

Pakistan, where the mujahideen organ¬ 
izations have their political headquarters, is 
sensitive to USSR pressure to deny journal¬ 
ists access to Afghanistan through Pakistani 
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Afghans love to 
pose for photos. 

This fighter 
cradles his AKS 
while sitting atop 
the barrel of a 
captured D-30. 



Mujahideen 
from a 
reconnaissance 
party examine a 
D-30 122mm 
howitzer 
captured 10 May 
near Zawara. 


MISSION OF MERCY 

The reality of Soviet aggression in 
Afghanistan came home to the American 
people with grim severity one Wednes¬ 
day evening in early August as seven 
critically-wounded Afghan guerrillas, 
one a 10-year-old boy, landed in 
Washington, D.C. They were im¬ 
mediately transported by ambulance to 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center for 
treatment of wounds that, had they re¬ 
mained in Afghanistan, would have kil¬ 
led them. Care in the United States was 
the only lifesaving alternative. 

Dr. Christina Kuhn, medical director 
for the non-profit relief organization, 
Americares, consulted with refugee doc¬ 
tors in the selection of patients. All the 
victims needed either reconstructive or 
neurological surgery unavailable in 
either Afghanistan or neighboring Pakis¬ 
tan. The mujahideen’s injuries included 
facial wounds and three men, including 
the 10-year-old boy, had “bullets in the 
brain and three are missing at least one 
eye,” said Dr. Kuhn. They have been 
brought to the United States for treat¬ 
ment that would “make them look like 
humans again,” according to Dr. Kuhn. 

This mission was prompted by a letter 
to Secretary of Defense Caspar 
Weinberger from 10 Congressmen re¬ 
questing a one-time waiver of medical 
fees. The legislators asked Weinberger 
“to authorize the use of military trans¬ 
port and treatment facilities to help those 
for whom no treatment exists in Pakis¬ 
tan.” 

One man. Dr. Robert Simon, felt that 
the Afghan people deserved something 
more than lip-service from the United 


States. The California surgeon trekked 
across the Hindu Kush in May 1980 to 
reach the Afghan guerrillas, becoming 
the first American doctor to enter Af¬ 
ghanistan with the resistance fighters 
battling the Soviet troops that occupy 
their country. For more than a month he 
provided medical treatment to the mu¬ 
jahideen in a rocky valley in Kunar Pro¬ 
vince about 40 miles inside Afghanistan. 

Since Dr. Simon’s courageous ex¬ 
pedition, the Americares Foundation has 
obtained permission to send teams of 
American doctors into Afghanistan to 
treat wounded mujahideen in the field. 
The task won’t be easy. Only qualified 
volunteers will be accepted and there is 
no guarantee for the teams’ safety. Each 
team will remain in Afghanistan for 
three months at an estimated cost to the 
sponsoring organization of $40,000. 

This is a step in the direction of hu¬ 
manitarian assistance for a beleaguered 
people. Human aid is as important as 
military aid because the Soviets destroy 
every tiling — schools and homes as well 
as lives. Their scorched-earth policy has 
placed millions of Afghans in danger of 
starvation. The Soviets have designed a 
campaign based on terror. Perhaps the 
best example of this is a delightful little 
device with absolutely no military use. 
It’s called the toy bomb and it serves no 
purpose other than to kill and maim 
children who are unable to resist the 
temptation of picking it up and playing 
with it. This brand of barbarism must be 
stopped before the number of shattered 
lives and bodies increases. They are, 
after all, fighting and dying for what we 
take for granted: freedom. 

— Dale Andrade 



territory. To clear - the roadblocks of the 
Pakistani Frontier Constabulary, Army and 
Militia, I had to dress in Afghan clothes and 
go in well-hidden. The border crossing 
turned out to be nothing. We never even 
came to a complete halt. In fact, I only 
realized we had negotiated the border when 
Abdul turned to me, grinned and said, 
“Welcome to Free Afghanistan. Because 
we want to cooperate with Western journal¬ 
ists, we will waive the normal passport and 
visa requirements.” He had made good on 
his first promise. 

Frequently you enter “Free Afghanis¬ 
tan” as soon as you cross the border, since 
the mujahideen are control the terrain along 
it. 

Except for the threat of Soviet aircraft — 
which is the one thing the mujahideen won’t 
guarantee against — the Freedom Fighter’s 
control of some crossing points and their 
knowledge of Soviet ground-force move¬ 
ments are so good it is safer crossing the 
frontier than some streets in America. 

As we headed west, up into Afghanis¬ 
tan’s mountains, on a dirt road through a 
stony, arid valley, it was exactly 0800. The 
sky was clear: good flying weather. The 
valley — treeless, rocky, wind-swept, 
dusty and fiercely hot — had little perma¬ 
nent housing, although it supported a sub¬ 
stantial population. It was dotted with re¬ 
fugees’ tents, brush lean-tos and crude 
bomb shelters, and camels and goats. There 
are 2.3 million registered refugees in Pakis- 
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Houses built to 
follow the 
contours of the 
hills are common 
in Paktia 
province. A 
house this large 
would be home 
to three or four 
related family 
groups. 


tan and perhaps 500,000 unregistered re¬ 
fugees (Afghans who have not signed up 
with the Pakistani government and who re¬ 
ceive no aid, mostly due to Pakistan’s in¬ 
efficient bureaucracy). Perhaps as many as 
750,000 refugees have fled to Iran. Mujahi¬ 
deen and Western aid groups estimate that 
the internal refugees — those who have 
moved from their permanent homes to tem¬ 
porary camps to avoid Soviet attacks — 
outnumber those who have left the country. 
That means as many as seven million of 
Afghanistan’s 15.5 million people have 
been driven from their homes since the Rus¬ 
sians invaded the country in 1979. 

We shared the road up into the mountains 
with a substantial, exotic mix of traffic. If it 
rolls or walks on its own power, Afghans 
put it to use: camels, horses, tractors pulling 
flatbeds or carts, trucks, buses, cars and 
jeeps hauled people and material in and out. 
Most of the outgoing traffic was refugees 
headed for Pakistan or camels hauling out 
wooden timbers; incoming traffic consisted 
of refugees returning home to liberated 
areas, loads of foodstuff and mujahideen off 
to the war. 

During the next week I often puzzled my 
hosts by chuckling at incongruities. When 
we passed two AK-47-armed mujahideen 
struggling up the mountain on a Vespa 
motor scooter, I chortled at the sight of 
Afghan bikers. I was still chuckling when 
we hit the saddle near the top, rounded a 
comer on the road and ran out of pine trees. 
Below me 1 saw something I would not have 
taken anyone’s word on — a mujahideen 
truck park, and a big one. 

The motor pool and operating base, 
flying the black flag of a NIFA camp, con¬ 
sisted of both permanent mud-brick struc¬ 
tures and tents scattered through a two-mile¬ 
wide, generally treeless mountain meadow. 
Right beside the road was a platoon-size tent 
which I later learned was the school for the 
kids. 

The mujahideen had one BTR (running 
but seldom used, since this gas hog is pow¬ 
ered by two engines), 18 trucks (troop trans¬ 
ports, tankers or utility vehicles, which 
appeared to be in running condition), five 
hulks (shot up by the communists and kept 
for spare parts), a towable Soviet field 
kitchen and one D-30 howitzer. To protect 
the vehicles, the Afghans had one 12.7mm 
DShK and one 14.5mm gun. They had 
modified the 14.5mm into an antiaircraft 
weapon by building a handmade tripod and 
colorfully-padded swivel seat. 

Commanders Aid Mohammad and Ma- 
dare, two of the three who control the 3,000 
mujahideen attached to that command, were 
there with about 100 men to show us around 
and organize the switch-over. From then on 
we would be riding in Soviet troop trans¬ 
ports, sporting the NIFA symbol and Aid 
Mohammad’s name instead of the Afghan 
Army logo on the doors. 

A junior commander, Muhammed Afzal, 
led the tour through the truck park and in¬ 
sisted I look inside every utility van—all of 
which were filled with batteries, generators, 
radios, boxes of ammunition and other 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 77 


DECEMBER 84 


Abdul Wakil 
Akberzai (left), 
my NIFA escort 
officer, lets a 
youngster try 
out my Sony 
Walkman, 
valuable 
diversion on 
long, dusty 
drives. The 
youngster loved 
it. Abdul, when 
he tried it said: 
“Too much 
noise.” 





spoils from various actions. 

As word spread through the valley that 
three Westerners were in the camp, more 
mujahideen drifted up, until there were at 
least 150 of us standing around out in the 
open. 

I was chatting with Kurt Pelda, who had 
been an officer in both the Swiss Army and 
the Rhodesian Light Infantry. Both of us 
were puzzled that the camp had never been 
bombed since it was so open and nothing 
was camouflaged. Then I heard it — a jet, 
close enough to make a lot of noise but out 
of sight somewhere in the hills. Some of the 
mujahideen did turn toward the noise, but 
most gave it only a nonchalant second of 
attention before going back to socializing. 

The roar from the jet was fading when an 
impressive-looking mujahid arrived. He 
was warmly greeted by the commanders and 
the men I had come in with. I was intro¬ 
duced to him: Khataque, a wiry, hard-as- 
nails fighter of 65, who is something of a 


CANYON OF DEATH 

In early May 1983, intelligence in¬ 
formation reached the National Islamic 
Front of Afghanistan military command¬ 
ers in Paktia Province that some of the 
12,000 Soviet troops based at Gardez in 
northern Paktia Province were going to 
be redeployed south of Urgun. 

The Soviet move came following the 
signing of a “nonaggression” pact be¬ 
tween Commander Ahmad Shah Mas- 
sud and the Soviets in the Panjsher Val¬ 
ley north of Kabul. The pact enabled the 
Soviets to redeploy the 38th Commando 
Brigade, which consisted of the Afghan 
Army’s 33rd and 73rd Commando Reg¬ 
iments, to Paktia Province, Shortly after 
their arrival in Paktia, the Soviets de¬ 
cided to deploy the 4th Battalion of the 
73rd Regiment to establish a new Soviet 
base at Goman, south of Urgun. because 
of massive desertions to the Freedom 
Fighters and the war’s general unpopu¬ 
larity with the people, Afghan Army 
units normally operate at about one-third 
strength. 

The Soviet column which set out from 
Gardez to Goman by way of Urgun in 
early May consisted of the 1 st, 2nd and 
4th Battalions of the 73rd, a tank batta¬ 
lion, a reconnaissance battalion and an 
engineering company. 

After the 4th Battalion and some sup¬ 
port units were dropped off at Goman the 
other forces headed back north toward 
Urgun. 

The movement of the Soviet/Afghan 
force had been tracked from the time it 
left Gardez, and north of Urgun near a 
small village named Zhawar, the 
Afghans had laid an ambush. Com¬ 
manders Aid Mohammad, Madre and 
Mohammad Afzal had selected a nar¬ 
row, twisting canyon as the site for their 
strike. At the time it was swampy due to 
heavy rain which continued to fall even 


as the mujahideen laid anti-tank and 
anti-personnel mines in clusters along 
the stream bed which meandered 
through the canyon floor. 

On the walls of the canyon, 3,000 
Pathan Freedom Fighters, assembled 
from all over Paktia and armed with 
12.7mm DShK heavy machine guns, 
7.62mm light machine guns, AK-47s, 
Lee Enfield bolt-action rifles, RPGs and 
mortars, waited quietly for the commun¬ 
ists to appear. Many prayed silently to 
Allah for strength to pull off such a dar¬ 
ing ambush. 

The communists — approximately 
800 crewing five T-55 tanks, 12 BTR or 
BMP Armored Personnel Carriers, 18 
troop trucks, an odd lot of utility 
vehciles and some towed artillery — 
drove into the trap at 1400 on 10 May. 
Command-detonated mines destroyed 
the lead tank and halted the column. At 
the rear of the column, mujahideen 
blocked the exit from the canyon by de¬ 
stroying the trail vehicles with RPGs. 

The slaughter began with grisly 
scenes reminiscent of ranchers destroy¬ 
ing diseased cattle. 

Small-arms fire from the mujahideen 
on the canyon walls raked the stationary 
column and mujahideen with loud- 



The author keeps with Islamic standards of 
cleanliness by shaving in an ice-cold stream 
on the first morning in Afghanistan. 


hailers added to the commotion with 
taunts and demands for the Afghans to 
put down their weapons and surrender. 

The weather was severe that day —- it 
was raining hard — so the Russian 
advisers’ desperate calls for air support 
went unanswered. The mujahideen had 
known that would happen. They deliber¬ 
ately picked a day when the fearsome 
Mi-24’s would be grounded. 

Four hours after it started, it was over. 
Four Russian advisers and 300 Afghan 
Army troops were Killed-ln-Action 
while 500 took up the mujahideen sur¬ 
render terms. On the rough battlefields 
of Afghanistan. Moslems fighting for 
the communists have the option to sur¬ 
render, but surrender is always best done 
when one still has some ammo left. As 
one mujahid explained the process, if the 
communist had a full magazine left in his 
weapon it was one thing, but if he had 
waited until he was down to only a few 
rounds — that was another matter entire¬ 
ly. It meant that the majority of the 
man’s ammo had been burned at the 
mujahideen who were now considering 
his surrender. 

The 500 Afghan Army soldiers who 
surrendered were disarmed and some 
were given the option of joining the mu¬ 
jahideen or heading north back to their 
base in Gardez. “It was indifferent to 
us,” said Commander Aid Mohamad. 
“Some stayed, some went back.” 

One mujahid was killed and three 
wounded in the ambush. Two of the 
wounded died later. The mujahideen 
captured two tanks, three BTRs, more 
than a dozen troop transport trucks, 
some utility trucks, a field kitchen, two 
D-30 122mm howitzers, small arms and 
a considerable stock of ammunition. 

The following day Soviet helicopters 
and Fixed-wing jets bombed the civilian 
villages in the area,. 

The mujahideen were long gone. 

— Jim Graves 


78 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


DECEMBER 84 












legend even among the mujahideen, con¬ 
noisseurs of courage. In the 10 May 
ambush, he had knocked out a BTR and its 
entire crew — hand-to-hand. 

The BTR was immobilized in the bottom 
of a canyon between two other vehicles, 
which had been destroyed by mines or 
RPGs. Khataque fired up all of his AK-47 
ammo and then jumped down from a perch 


on the canyon wall to the top of the but- 
toned-up BTR. Witnesses saw him running 
around on top, banging on the hatches and 
yelling at the soldiers to come out and die 
like men. They speculate Khataque made so 
much noise that the soldiers inside assumed 
their vehicle was covered with Freedom 
Fighters and they would be set on fire — a 
standard mujahid method of dealing with 


immobilized APCs and tanks. 

Khataque said he heard a rifle being cock¬ 
ed inside one of the hatches, so when the 
hatch cover flew open and a crewman 
emerged, he was ready. He bashed the 
crewman with his empty AK, pulled the 
body out of the way and stripped him of his 
weapon. He killed the rest of the crew with 
it. 


NIEM THE LUCKY 

His name was Niem. He looked like 
most other 11-year-old Afghans; black 
hair, brown eyes, slight build and ragged 
clothing. 

But Niem’s way of handling himself 
set him apart. He displayed a curious 
arrogance modified by fear. That figured 
once you found out more about him. 
Eleven-year-old Niem was a captured 
Soviet spy. 

The son of a school headmaster and 
local communist party official from 
Kandahar (a major city in southeastern 
Afghanistan), Niem was selected in 
1982 for a special study program in the 
USSR. With 10 other children, selected 
on the basis of their intelligence, honesty 
and their families’ loyalty to the party, 
Niem was taken from his neighborhood 
school and sent to become part of a class 
of 100 students. 

“We were told we had to go to the 
USSR,” said Niem, “in order for our 
country to be liberated from the ban¬ 
dits.” As a loyal, atheistic party member 
even before the 1979 Soviet invasion, 
Niem’s father had not raised his son as a 
Moslem. He encouraged the boy to pur¬ 
sue the proposed Russian curriculum. 

After a one-month orientation course 
in Kandahar, the 100 youngsters were 
transported to Kabul and from there 
went first to Tashkent and later Samar¬ 
kand in Soviet Uzbekistan, one of the 
USSR’s Central Asian republics. 

In Uzbekistan the youngsters were 
lodged with the families of party mem¬ 
bers. Their schooling consisted primari¬ 
ly of military training (physical training, 
weapons identification and familiariza¬ 
tion firing, use of terrain, camouflage 
techniques, use of marker panels to 
assist air strikes and communist party 
indoctrination). The Russians also tried 
to identify those youngsters with reac¬ 
tionary Moslem beliefs and subvert 
them. 

Spotting my pack of Camels on the 
table, Niem asked for one while I inter¬ 
viewed him. I cast a questioning glance 
at the interpreter and he nodded okay. 

There was no doubt that Niem was an 
experienced smoker, unusual among 
Afghans and rare among 11-year-olds. 
He pulled out a Camel, tapped the unfil¬ 
tered cigarette on the table and lit his 
own smoke with my Zippo, snapping it 
open, striking it and closing it with a 


deft, experienced motion. Other 
Afghans to whom 1 had offered my light¬ 
er had usually given up after a minute or 
so of fumbling and asked me to do it. 

I looked at the translator and he said: 
“Oh yes, he smokes, drinks, takes hash¬ 
ish and knows women. He’s a real sono- 
fabitch.” 

“He’s had a woman?” I asked incre¬ 
dulously. 

“To show we were no longer Mos¬ 
lem,” explained Niem. “We were en¬ 
couraged to experience sex. Either with 
the Afghan girls in our group or with the 
Russian women.” 

Niem struck out with the Afghan 
girls. He said he was too nervous, so the 
family he stayed with provided a Rus¬ 
sian girl who was willing. 

“How old was this Russian?” 1 
asked. 

“She was a woman, grown,” 
answered Niem. In addition to the Rus¬ 
sian women, Niem was provided with 
another willing Russian female at party 
headquarters in Tashkent. Niem ex¬ 
plained that as part of their routine ration 
while in Russia, the youngsters were 
supplied with cigarettes and alcohol. All 
three — sex partners, cigarettes and 
alcohol — were supplied to break down 
fundamental Moslem cultural orienta¬ 
tion which denies the faithful such things 
except under strict conditions. 

After six months of training, Niem’s 
group was divided, some staying in Rus¬ 
sia for additional training, others return¬ 
ing to Afghanistan to go into the field. 
Niem was sent to Herat, far to the north¬ 
west of his home in Kandahar. His in¬ 
structions were to go into the bazaar and 
pretend to be a homeless, internal refu¬ 
gee. He was to speak against the com¬ 
munist regime and the Soviets until he 
was accepted by the mujahideen. He was 
too make himself useful and pick up 
intelligence by volunteering to load and 
unload supplies, to serve as a runner 
and, if asked, to go into the countryside 
with the resistance. 

Niem was a member of a net of young¬ 
er Afghans run by two older Afghan 
boys of about 16, who were the only two 
authorized to have frequent contact with 
the Soviet controllers out of the Herat 
political headquarters. Each boy was 
paid 1,000 Afghani (about $ 15 U. S.) per 
month. 

One of Niem’s infrequent contacts 
with the Soviets — he described them as 


civilians (probably KGB) and Soviet Air 
Force — led to his arrest. Another 
bazaar youngster, pro-mujahideen, who 
had become suspicious, was following 
him and saw Niem making contact with 
the Russians. 

The local mujahideen organization 
arrested Niem and one of the older boys. 
Niem had been told the mujahideen 
would hang him if he were captured and 
was surprised when he was not. The 
Herat Freedom Fighters were trying to 
trade the older youngster for some of 
their POWs, but the Russians would not 
trade and the other youngster was killed 
during the negotiations. The mujahideen 
decided to move Niem to a more secure 
location. 

Niem said he had witnessed mujahi¬ 
deen being interrogated during his time 
as a communist spy. According to him 
the mujahideen were routinely tortured 
and usually executed. 

Niem’s version of the loyalties of the 
Afghan people was that the people in the 
cities were pro-government, while the 
people in the country supported the mu¬ 
jahideen. The translator pointed out that 
Afghans living inside the communist- 
controlled cities had little choice. 

A prisoner for three months when I 
saw him. Niem stated he was well treat¬ 
ed, not as well as he would like, but 
treated reasonably. He complained of 
being forced to work, and being denied 
alcohol and cigarettes. He was still a 
good little communist, with almost no 
knowledge of the Koran. 

Niem had been told inside the Soviet 
Union that the United States was behind 
the mujahideen revolution and was still 
convinced it was true. When I asked him 
why he still believed that, after his stay 
with the Freedom Fighters, he pointed to 
my camera and binoculars and replied, 

‘ ‘Because I have seen other Americans 
like you, with the same equipment.” 

As I prepared to leave I asked the 
commander who had arranged the meet¬ 
ing what they would do with Niem. “I 
don’t know, ” the commander shrugged. 
“We can’t kill him. The Koran says you 
can’t kill women or kids unless it is 
during actual combat. 

“But he’s not going to change. He’s a 
real shit.” 

Niem is also real lucky. 

— Jim Graves 
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Khataque, a 
65-year-old 
Freedom 
Fighter, 
single-handedly 
wiped out the 
entire crew of a 
Soviet BTR. 



Mujahideen take 
pride in their 
weapons whether 
they are ancient 
Mosin-Nagants 
or modern AKs. 
Decorations have 
religious and 
personal 
significance. 


MURDERER’S ROW 

If Afghanistan’s President Babrak 
Karmal hears strange noises in the night, 
it would probably be expedient for him 
to grab a pistol or start remembering the 
prayers he renounced when he became a 
communist. 

Karmal’s three predecessors in the 
office went the hard way. They were 
shot, strangled and poisoned/shot. 

This friendly system of changing 
leadership started in 1978 when Prince 
Muhammad Dauod Khan (who came to 
power by overthrowing his cousin King 
Mohammad Zahir Shah) made a slight 
miscalculation, Daoud was appointed 
prime minister in 1953 by King Zahir, 
who then forced him to resign in 1963. 
Daoud, who had fallen under the influ¬ 
ence of the leftists in the 1950s, came 
back to power in 1973 in a bloodless 
coup — backed by the People’s Demo¬ 
cratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA: the 
communists) and conducted with the 
assistance of Soviet officers stationed in 
Afghanistan. 

The PDPA, which was founded in 
1965, is divided into two factions. The 
Khalq faction was founded by Nur 
Mohammad Taraki anddts membership 
is primarily rural-based, Pushtu¬ 
speaking Afghans. Taraki was a Ghilzai 
Pushtun from Ghazni Province who 
once worked r— probably on behalf of 
the KGB — as a translator for the U.S. 
Embassy in New Delhi. 

The Parcham faction was founded by 
Babrak Karmal and its membership is 
primarily urban-based, Dari-speaking 
(Afghan Persian) people. Babrak Kar- 
mal — which is a self-given double en¬ 


tendre surname which means “Friend of 
Labor” and “Kremlin” in Dari —~ is 
from a small village near Kabul. He 
claims to also be a Pushtun, but this is* 
suspect, since his ancestors were prob¬ 
ably Tajiks. Karmal is presumed to have 
been a KGB agent since the 1950s. 

Daoud started Afghanistan on the 
road to becoming a communist state iii 
1973 but either too slowly or too rapidly , 
depending on whether one was a Khalq 
(in favor of sudden dramatic changes) or 
Parcham (in favor of gradual evolution). 
To the majority of the people of Afghan¬ 
istan either course was wrong and the 
Moslem resistance, although not the 
armed resistance, dates to this time 
period. 

Late in his regime, Daoud became 
disenchanted with the USSR and Af 7 
ghanistan’s communists and started 
moving toward the West. Daoud’s big¬ 
gest mistake was in arresting — or at 
least trying to arrest — the leaders of the 
PDPA — Babrak Karmal, Taraki and 
Hafizullah Amin, a member of the 
Khalq faction, on 26 April 1978. 

Mistake number two was not to kill 
the lot once he had them under arrest. 
Amin, in fact, appears to have been 
under only house arrest and it was from 
his house that he plotted the coup of 27 
April, 

The Khalq faction of the PDPA had 
suborned the military and Amin was able 
to reach them on the phone from his 
house. One of those who answered his 
call was Air Force Lt. Col. Abdul Qad- 
er. He had a serious grudge against 
Daoud since he had helped him come to 
power in 1973 only to be rewarded some 



years later by appointment as director of 
Kabul’s slaughterhouses, after criticiz¬ 
ing Daoud for going too slowly in 
socializing the country. 

Qadar and two tank officers, Cols. 
Mohammad Aslam Watanjar and 
Mohammed Rafiee, led the coup against 
Daoud. Tanks led by Watanjar moved in 
on the presidential palace, which was 
spiritedly defended by Daoud’s West 
German mercenary bodyguards. Air 
strikes flown by MiG-2 Is from Kabul 
settled the issue. When a young officer 
went in to ask Daoud to surrender, 
Daoud pulled out his pistol and shot him. 
In the ensuing excitement, the officer’s 
men sprayed the palace with machine 
guns, killing Daoud, his entire family 
and the West Germans. 

Since the central government is unim¬ 
portant to most Afghans — they are fond 
of saying Kabul’s business is important 
only to Kabulis — the Afghans initially 
ignored the bloody coup of April. 
However, that did not last Jong. Taraki 
started throwing people into Pul-e- 
Charkhi prison — where they were tor¬ 
tured, shot, hanged, drowned and buried 
alive by the thousands. Among those 
taking one-way trips to the dungeons 
were some members of the Parcham fac¬ 
tion. The USSR managed to save the 
leaders — like Babrak Karmal — who 
obtained posts as exiled ambassadors, 
primarily in Eastern Europe. 

More importantly, Taraki backed a 
radical reform of education and agricul¬ 
ture in the country. When the devoutly 
Moslem tribal maliks (chiefs) and mul¬ 
lahs (religious leaders) resisted, Taraki 
started having them shot. 
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Our Dashika gunner keeps his eye to the 
sky during a dangerous crossing of Urgun 
valley. 


“It was bad in there,” said Khataque, 
disgustedly. “They bled a lot and it smel¬ 
led. It took a lot of cleaning before we could 
use the vehicle.” 

Before we left the camp we had to take tea 
with the mujahideen based there. Afghans 
are exceptionally polite to visitors—except 
for Russians — and are deeply offended if 
visitors don’t drink a cup of tea with them in 
their house or mosque, especially VIPs — 
and Western journalists are VIPs to them. 
By sharing tea or a meal with you, they gain 
status. 

Another curious Afghan custom is that 
their hospitality also includes protection. If 
visitors are harmed while receiving their 
hospitality, Afghans are required to exact 
revenge. Moreover, if a guest were to deliv¬ 
er an unforgivable insult to them, they 
would ignore it while he was in the house. 
That custom does not , however, prevent the 
host from tracking down the offender and 
taking appropriate action outside. 

Our next stop was a Unity center well- 
hidden in pine trees not far from the truck 
park. There we broke for lunch. We had 
breakfasted lightly, so I greeted my first 
Afghan homecooked meal with real enthu¬ 
siasm. Meals varied little for the next week 


At that point the Afghan revolt began 
in Nuristan, which was the first province 
to take up arms and declare itself azad 
(independent). 

By 1979 the resistance was clearly out 
of the government’s control — there 
were revolts going on in almost every 
province and in Herat Russian advisers 
had been massacred and their heads dis¬ 
played in the bazaar mounted on pikes 
—* so there were differences of opinion 
within the ruling Khalq faction of the 
Communist Party. These differences of 
opinion turned into a power struggle be¬ 
tween Taraki and Amin. 

Amin, like Taraki, was a Pushtu¬ 
speaking Ghilzai. He was educated in 
the United States (University of Wiscon¬ 
sin) and joined the Khalq faction of the 
PDPA in 1966. He is widely believed to 
have been behind the assassination of his 
rival Mir Akbar Khyber in April 1978. It 
was the killing of Khyber — blamed on 
the CIA — and a subsequent anti- 
American demonstration which led to 
the arrest of the PDPA members by 
Daoud. 

Taraki took a trip to Havana in 
September 1979 and on his way back to 
Kabul, he met in Moscow with Babrak 
Karmal, the exiled leader of the Parcham 
faction. Amin was suspicious; rightfully 
so, since Taraki and the Russians were 
plotting his removal. 

But Amin struck first, triggering a 
power struggle by ousting three pro- 
Taraki ministers (including former tank 
commander Aslam Watanjar). Taraki 
disagreed and asked Amin to attend a 
meeting in his office in the presidential 
palace. 


Amin initially declined, since he had 
been informed that the three ministers 
whom he had ordered fired were in Tara¬ 
ki’s office and armed. Eventually he 
showed up-— with eight bodyguards, all 
of whom were shot down by Taraki’s 
bodyguards as they got out of the car. 

Amin escaped, rounded up reinforce¬ 
ments and went back. A grenade went 
off in Taraki’s office — thrown by an 
Amin agent working inside the palace — 
and Taraki was badly wounded. He was 
rushed to a hospital and died that night of 
his wounds. 

The version one hears over tea in the 
bazaar is that Amin came to Taraki’s 
room that night and had him strangled. 
This could probably have been denied by 
the doctor and nurse who treated Taraki 

but both of them were killed shortly 
after his death. 

The resistance, now countrywide, 
didn’t even notice and continued to try to 
throw the communists out. In October in 
Paktia Province, a 5,000-man mecha¬ 
nized brigade was wiped out in a battle 
with the mujahideen. 

Moscow, which never liked Amin and 
which was reportedly highly upset when 
he had Taraki strangled, was increasing¬ 
ly alarmed by the strength of the Moslem 
guerrillas and determined Amin had to 
g°- 

On Christmas Eve people all 
over Kabul were puzzled by the sound oX 
incoming AN-22 troop transports pas¬ 
sing overhead to land at the airport. 
Soviet soldiers from the 105th Airborne 
Division were in control of the airport 
and the incoming Antonovs were bring¬ 
ing in the rest of the 105 th, the J 03rd and 


104th Airborne Divisions. 

Amin, depending on the word of 
Soviet Lt. Gen. Viktor Paputin, believed 
the planes were bringing in a contingent 
of Soviet soldiers to help him solve his 
problem with the Moslem guerrillas. 

A number of subterfuges carried out 
by the Russians were immobilizing the 
Afghan Army. Kabul-based units were 
told to turn in their weapons as the Soviet 
unit they could hear flying in was bring¬ 
ing them new ones. All tanks were called 
back to motor pools for engine mainte¬ 
nance, Unknown to Amin and those 
officers loyal to him, four motorized 
rifle divisions had crossed the Amu 
Darya River and were pushing toward 
Kabul, and one of the AN-22s had re¬ 
turned Babrak Karmal to Kabul. 

Amin never did learn what was going 
on. On 27 December, he ate a lunch 
prepared for him by the Central Asian 
cooks supplied by the Russians. Some¬ 
thing he ate upset his stomach — it is 
reported that he was already dead when 
the tanks started rumbling through 
Kabul’s streets that evening, led by Col, 
Aslam Watanjar, an old hand at coups, 

Li Gen. Viktor Paputin and a contin¬ 
gent of KGB troops arrived at the 
Darulaman Palace, where Amin, his 
family, bodyguards and some loyal sup¬ 
porters were. If Amin was not already 
dead, he died in the ensuing fierce fire 
fight. Paputin was also killed. 

Babrak Karmal, a Dari-speaking Par- 
chami, was the new president and resi¬ 
dent of Darulaman Palace. He would be 
well-advised to shoot Watanjar and 
others like him now and keep a pistol or 
two under his pillow. 
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Some Afghans 
have fair skin 
and light colored 
eyes. Legend 
has it that 
Alexander the 
Great’s soldiers, 
who passed 
through 
Afghanistan in 
327 B.C., are 
responsible. 



— goat, rice, tea and nan (Afghan bread) — 
and my enthusiasm for them was soon 
blunted. 

We rolled out at 1300, moving only a few 
kilometers down the road. I realized some¬ 
thing was up when I heard the deep, bass 
“K-Wham, K-Wham, K-Wham” of a 
12.7mm and saw the bullets arching way up 
in the sky. I hadn’t heard one of those damn 
things fired in 17 years. They can be start¬ 
ling. 

As I twisted to aim my camera at the 
DShK, my translator explained that the fir¬ 
ing was honoring Mohammad Gailani, the 
son of Sayed Pi r Gailani, head of NIFA, 
who was in the convoy with us. 

It was a marvelous and stunning specta¬ 
cle. At the entrance to the village, the mu¬ 
jahideen had placed a BTR with a tripod- 
mounted DShK on the roof. A tough¬ 
looking muj blasted through a can of 
12.7mm ammo, and before my ears had 
stopped ringing 200 mujahideen came out 
of the houses to greet Gailani. 

I had been told of the reverence the 
Afghans hold for the Gailanis and this scene 



The killing continues: This list of villagers 
killed by Russians was presented to an 
NIFA official by the headman. 


confirmed it. As head of the Sufi Qadiri 
brotherhood, a Moslem mystical sect, Pir 
Gailani, who is also a direct descendant of 
the Prophet, is treated as a saint. 

Our truck — which had a 12.7mm 
mounted on a tripod at the back — con¬ 
tinued on as did another which had a tripod- 
mounted 7.62mm Goryunov MMG, but the 
Toyota jeep carrying Galini stopped while 
they loaded up another Soviet troop trans¬ 
port with the 12.7 off the top of the BTR. It 
didn’t take long for experienced hands to 
convert from saluting to anti-aircraft bat¬ 
tery. 

Close to the frontier the mujahideen 
travel when and where they please, but as 
they push into the interior, the possibility of 
contact increases dramatically and care has 
to be taken in selecting routes and times for 
convoys to get on the road. Travel is re¬ 
latively safe before 0800 and after 1600 
because the Soviet pilots prefer— and nor¬ 
mally adhere to—a routine flight schedule. 
Up at 0600, breakfast at 0700 and in the air 
at 0800. The war secures at 1500; they have 
to clean up before going to the officers’ 
club. 

Having been told of the Soviet routine, I 
foolishly assumed we would wait in the 
trees outside the village for late afternoon 
and safe driving time, but we were back on 
the road within a half-hour. 

The bazaar of Angoor Adda, which I was 
told translated to Grape Bus Station (no one 
knew why}, at the edge of the mountains 
was our stopping point. Angoor Adda is the 
last spot for buying diesel or — if you’re 
into luxuries — oranges, watermelons and 
vegetables. The tanks were topped off with 
diesel (each truck also carried a full 55- 
gallon drum lashed down in the bed). 
Although Soviet Army trucks have gas en¬ 
gines, gas is difficult to find in Afghanistan 
and twice as expensive as diesel, so, when 
possible, the mujahideen swap engines. 


A dozen or so vehicles — mostly civilian 
trucks and buses — plus tractors, donkeys, 
camels and several hundred people parked, 
stood or moved around in Angoor Adda. 
Most of the men were either from the Ghal- 
jis tribe, a very different sort from the set¬ 
tled Ghaljis of Pakistan, or Waziris, The 
English, who had many bloody battles with 
the hill tribes, generally rated the Waziris, 
the Mahsuds (a closely related tribe), the 
Afridis and Baluchis as the four fiercest. 

Most of the people in Angoor Adda were 
unarmed and looked like farmers, trades¬ 
men, woodcutters or merchants. But the 
Soviets had bombed the bazaar only a few 
weeks back. 

Our biggest concern while halted there 
was the possibility that either the Swiss or I 
would be spotted by a government infor¬ 
mer. Bazaars like Angoor Adda’s serve as 
information outlets. All people and things 
passing through are counted and com¬ 
mented on by the sharp-eyed Waziris. 

Thus, I once again wore my Chitrali hat 
(khaki-colored serge and scratchy as hell), 
had my patous (a square of cloth, usually 
cotton or wool, used as a shoulder blanket or 
cape) thrown over my shoulder and the 
sleeves of my salawar, a two-piece outfit of 
loose cotton trousers with a cord and a long- 
sleeve, nearly knee-length shirt, worn out¬ 
side the trousers rolled down to hide as 
much white skin as possible. 

Although we drew a few glances, I 
thought I’d gotten away clean until a Waziri 
moved up to me and asked in passable Eng¬ 
lish: “English? French?’’ 

I pretended not to understand, and one of 
our English-speaking mujahideen told him 
in Pushtu that I was from Nuristan and 
didn’t speak Pushtu or Farsi (Persian) and 
that it would be a good idea if he went 
somewhere else. Since we had the AKs, he 
did. 



Part of a mujahid convoy negotiates a bad 
section of road. 
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Deafening gun 
salute honored 
Mohammed 
Gailani (left), 
son of Sayed Pir 
Gailani, head of 
NIFA and a 
direct 

descendant of 
the Prophet. 



From 

time-to-time 
villagers 
camouflage 
Russian vehicles 
by throwing 
brush on them. 
It was wasted 
effort since the 
tank was left in 
open terrain. 


Afghan C-rats: 
Meat on the hoof 
obviates need for 
canning 4 >r 
freeze-drying. 
Accompanied by 
rice, tea and flat 
bread, goat was 
the main dish 
for every meal. 


Nuristan is.the area of choice for all West¬ 
ern journalists trying to blend in with the 
Afghans. Located in the high-mountain area 
in the northeastern part of the country, 
Nuristan has a large number of fair-skinned, 
fair-haired, green- or blue-eyed people who 
speak an obscure language unrelated to 
either Pushtu or Farsi, the country’s two 
dominant languages. 

The story goes that the light- 
complexioned Nuristanis are descendants of 
Greek soldiers left behind when Alexander 
the Great fought his way through Afghanis¬ 
tan in 327 B.C. It is possible, since Alexan¬ 
der did go that way and there are physical 
and cultural resemblances between the 
Nuristanis and Greeks. The “foreign” in¬ 
fluence in Nuristan was so strong that Islam 
has only become dominant in the last 100 
years. Before, the people were pagans — 
the area was also called Kafiristan (The 
Land of Infidels). 

I was not happy about the curious ques¬ 
tioner. The Soviets are interested in West¬ 
erners travelling in Afghanistan: Any they 
manage to capture or kill provide gist for 
their claim of CIA backing for the war. A 
Dane and an Englishman have been killed, 
and a French doctor was captured in 1983. 
The Afghan regime convicted him of 
spying, sentencing him to 10 years. He was 
released after the French government pres¬ 
sured the USSR. (The French threatened to 
back out of a deal to buy natural gas from the 
Russians. An SOF writer captured in 
Afghanistan would get a lot more than 10 
years, and I doubt our government would be 
as willing or successful as the French in 
applying pressure on the Russians for my 
early release. I can’t believe that the State 
Department would threaten to stop selling 
wheat to the USSR, for example.) 

Our convoy got on the road about 1500. 
Shortly thereafter, we came down out of the 
foothills onto the fertile plain of Zadran. 
Heavily populated with Waziris, its massive 
mud-walled, fortress-like homes owned by 
wealthy farmers stretch in every direction. 
Houses in Afghanistan have two-foot-thick 
walls and double as forts, complete with 
towers and firing embrasures. The plain was 
huge and flat, and I could see we were going 
to be crossing it for the next hour or so. 

Our Dashika gunner checked the belt feed 
on his gun. If a MiG caught us going across, 
the Dashika would come in handy, but if it 
was an armored Mi-24 helicopter (virtually 
impervious to anything under 20mm), it 
was head-for-the-brush-to-play-rock time. 
Also, the Waziris were buttoned up inside 
their forts. We were the only traffic on the 
road. 

What the hell? With time to kill and no¬ 
thing to see, I broke out my pack and, with 
about 20 puzzled mujahideen watching me, 

I loaded up my Sony Walkman with a tape 
and leaned back, listening to the soundtrack 
from Raiders Of The Lost Ark all the way 
across Zadran. 

The mujahideen loved it. 


Continued on page 125 
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I THE DAY 
OF'THE JACKAL 

SADF’s Bush Beast 












i i A friea svmper illiquid no\ I, ” said 
Pliny, the Latin historian, 
quoting an old (ireck proverb: “There is 
always something new coining on I of 
Africa,” in reference lo the ancient 
travelers' tales of fabulous monsters, 
l ahnlons monsters are still lo be seen in 
Africa, and the Jackal is one of them. 

The Jackal was developed because the 
Pathfinder C ompany of the South Afri¬ 
can Parachute Brigade (see ‘‘Pathfinder 
Parabals,” SOP, October 'X4) needed a 
light, air-portable, air-droppable, cross¬ 
country vehicle with enough logistic sup¬ 
port for a four-man crew and enough fire 
support for vehicle operation behind 
enemy lines in Angola and South West 
Africa. 

like usual South African Defense 
forces development process has the 
military first define a requirement. Then 
Armscor, the controlling body of a fed¬ 
eration of companies in the armaments 


industry, examines the requirement and; 
farms the project mil to the company or 
companies with the necessary expertise. 1 
Armscor also assists with It&D, if neces¬ 
sary. A prototy pe is developed and given, 
to the military for testing, the military 
reports its findings, and the prototype is>'; 
modified and retested until it is satisfac¬ 
tory. Then Armscor allocates its manu¬ 
facturer. t his system of development 
probably gives the SADI 1 the most rapid 
turn-around time in the world, since 
equipment can be tested and conclusions 
given in a matter of days, rather than 
months as in most other countries. 

The Jackal's development proceeded 
rather differently, howc\er, since the 
Pathfinders tended to do most things dif¬ 
ferently. Members of the unit, including 
a warrant officer who liad been in on the 
development anti operation of Vehi¬ 
cles” in Khndesia, worked from the be¬ 
ginning w ith the Department of Scientific 


and Industrial krxcaidi (l)SIK), the 
South African or gaiii/.aliou responsible 
for development of the more esoteric 
vehicles used in Smith Africa's hush war. 
Among I heir creations are the HuITvl 
AIM , a masterpiece of the art of mine- 
proofed vehicles, amt the Nitfil (honey 
badger) MICV. 

The Jackal was huM'd uponi British 
three-quarter-ton I .mdrovcisuud 
Toyota l.andcruisers. I-igin vehicles 
were stripped down and thoroughly 
checked. Tlieir paneling was removed 
and the chassis strengthened by welding 
and halting alloy bars in front under the 
seals. Duplicate fuel tanks were added 
behind the original ones and all were fil¬ 
led with limiti nu sli olimiimmt to deter 
fuel explosion from iiiciiuliary-round 
hits. Then a protective ritesli grill was 
placed over the engine ciiiupjn fnienl. 
resting showed I Hint Ibis giiJI needed a 
canvas screen under it to pm nil nidi 
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ABOVE: 
Prototype Jackal 
at HQ, 44 
Parachute 
Brigade, at 
Hammanskraal 
north of 
Pretoria. At this 
stage, no 
weapons are 
mounted and 
only the initial 
camouflage is 
painted on. 

RIGHT: 
“Whiskey 
Mike” with 
Jackal on 
operations. 
Rhodesian jump 
suit and R4 with 
40-round 
magazine; chest 
webbing carries 
six 30-round 
magazines, Star 
auto pistol with 
two magazines, 
and two HE 
grenades. 
Combloc AKM 
rests against a 
tree. 


* 



ABOVE: The 
SADF Buffel 
(Buffalo) 
Mynbestande 
Voertuie 
(mine-resistant 
vehicle). Based 
on the Mercedes 
Unimog Model 
416 Mark 1 and 
Mark 2, it is a 
remarkable 
example of 
SADF excellence 
in the field of 
mine-resistant 
vehicle design. 
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INSIDE ANGOLA 


We're a contrary bunch, I suppose. 

There are only 12 of us in the recon¬ 
naissance unit of 32 (Buffalo) Battalion 
of the SADF. Maybe it’s just the small 
size of the unit that makes us such an 
independent lot. I’d hate to think it’s 
because We’re too individualistic to 
operate well when the rest of the batta¬ 
lion’s in the bush with us. 

No matter, I suppose. We’ve got a 
tough task here in Southwest Africa and 
as long as we keep SWAPO in sight, the 
rest of the lads can bash them at will. 
That’s the job for us and we normally 
operate as a single unit, but we do split 
up into smaller four- or five-man teams, 
as the occasion demands. 

Take the time the unit penetrated ab¬ 
out 160 klicks into Angola, On this op¬ 
eration I took a five-man team out on an 
ambush to target a group of villages. The 
ambush was a complete success and we 
scored the first kills of the op. 

Most of the 12 in our unit are white 
and we come from countries around the 
world. Our firepower is considerable. 
For most tasks we carry four PKMs, four 
RPDs and four AKMs. Those with AKs 
also carry M79s. When we’re 
ambushing a vehicle we also carry mines 
and RPG-7s. 

Our last series of operations into 
Angola, in which we scored very well, 
will give you an idea of the kind of 
independent ops in which we shine. Six 
of us came across a GAZ truck and four 
FAPLA (Angolan Army) troopers. We 
took them out with small-arms fire. We 
were able to take a variety of weapons 
from the truck, including two SAM-7s 
and some communications equipment. 
The success of our strike really stirred up 
the hornets’ nest, however. 

The next morning, FAPLA sent out a 
sizable force to trap what they them¬ 
selves called a “small foreign mercen¬ 
ary force,” but they couldn’t find us. 
We spent the next five days outFoxing 
FAPLA and SWAPO vehicles by dodg¬ 
ing east, west and south, always on the 
run. While we were running, we man¬ 
aged to take the time to attack a SWAPO 
base. We didn’t do too well — only 
killed five out of 20 -— but we did cap¬ 
ture a mass of arms, food (including 
some of that delicious chocolate milk 
that the Swedish insist on giving SWA¬ 
PO) and equipment. 

This small diversion stirred the hor¬ 
nets even further and they kept buzzing 
around looking for us. Once we were 
almost surrounded by convoys of vehi¬ 
cles that were riding the cut-lines. 1 
guess they didn’t think we could “ban- 
du-bash” (move through the thickest 
part of the bush), but that’s what saved 
us. We found a gap and took it right back 
toward the battalion’s firm base. 

We were out in the middle of nowhere 


when we stumbled across an empty 
BRDM armored vehicle. That's when 
the adrenalin really started pumping. We 
could see “spoor” (footprints) all 
around it but the owners were missing. 
Well, we put that vehicle into orbit with 
a couple of RPG-7s and kept on going. 
We got back to base and had 24 hours 
before we were flown out to a place 
between Cahama and Checussi for a 
vehicle ambush. 

We got ourselves settled into our 
ambush position. From it we monitored 
the road no more than 20 meters away. 
Five troop-laden vehicles rumbled by 
with 14.5mm heavy machine guns 
mounted on them. Our position was un¬ 
comfortably exposed and I was sure 
someone would see us. The convoy con¬ 
tinued down the road to Gahama. When 
there was a break in the flow of vehicles, 
our mine-laying team of three moved 
onto the road. 

They laid three TM67 antitank mines 
on the surface and got back to cover. 
Within minutes, a large Russian Star 
truck came along. I'll swear that the 
driver saw the mines two to three 
seconds before we initiated. Another 
success, we learned later, though we 
didn’t stick around to find out. The next 
day, intercepted radio messages re¬ 
ported the loss of six SWAPOs and the 
truck “with all the supplies from the 
UK.” God knows what those supplies 
were. 

Within 30 minutes after we bugged 
out, 60mm and 82mm mortars came in 
bracketing both sides of the ambush site. 
As if this weren’t enough, it was fol¬ 
lowed by 122mm rockets from “Stalin 
Organs” and either artillery or tank fire. 

Their saturation pattern was ineffec¬ 
tive, but it was slowly but surely catch¬ 
ing up on us as we moved north. By the 
next morning, we’d reached the spot 
where we were to be exfiltrated by heli¬ 
copter, when another sizable force came 
buzzing out looking for us. To top this 
off, the Air Force refused to pick us up. 
There we were, hearing the increasing 
rumble of approaching vehicles and no 
help from the air. Luckily, the enemy 
wasn’t sure exactly where we were. 
They started firing blindly into the bush 
with 14.5s, but they still deployed in a 
horseshoe around us. 

Thankfully, shortly after 1100 hours, 
a helo support force with Impala strike 
aircraft came overhead andd engaged 
this FAPLA mechanized force. By1130 
we were airborne and heading back to 
our base west of Buffalo. 

I am now down in the Republic as 1 
write this, enjoying a little leave, but I’m 
afraid I’ll spend most of my time pluck¬ 
ing out the gray hairs I seem to have 
grown since joining the Buffalo recce 
group. — Akistair MacKenzie 


grass seed clogging the air intakes. 

The Jackal’s gun platform is a solid tray 
of 3 / 4 -inch steel fixed over the rear axle. 
Other trays can be fitted onto this platform if 
other weapons, such as the 106mm recoil- 
less rifle, .50-cal. MG or 7.62mm MAG, 
are needed. The Jackal has no doors or 
windshields. Instead, a front grill protects 
the driver and commander, and boxes for 
radios are situated between them. Each 
vehicle has three radios, one for inter- 
vehicle communication, one to communi¬ 
cate with foot patrols and a frequency¬ 
hopping set to link up with the Tac HQ. 
Storage bins are set behind the driver and 
commander and jerry cans for fuel, con¬ 
nected to a quick-release device, are 
clamped onto racks on the rear and sides of 
the vehicle. If the cans are ignited by a hit, 
the No. 2 gunner can pull a lever and have 
them fall away. 

The Jackal has still another extra: its 
smoke dispenser, based on the Soviet 
armored-vehicle smoke-generating 
method. A small container of brake fluid is 
placed over the exhaust manifold. It has a 
valve connected to a tap on the dashboard. 
When the tap is opened, the fluid drips onto 
the manifold, producing dense clouds of 
white smoke from the exhaust pipe. This 
system enables each Jackal to lay down a 
screen for self-protection or to cover the 
maneuvers of others. 

The Jackal’s armament varies, depending 
on the type of operation and enemy. The 
Pathfinders liked the Belgian 7.62mm 
MAG, especially for engaging infantry. 
Twin MAGs, called “people-eaters,” can 
be mounted on a pedestal behind a shrapnel 
shield. Each has a 500-round box welded to 
the side of the pedestal. Empty cases (“dop- 
pies”) are collected in a sack under each 
gun, so they won’t roll around on the floor 
and trip up the gunners. Another armament 
option is the .50 caliber Browning, espe¬ 
cially good for anti-vehicle work. Mixed 
belts of armor-piercing tracer and ball 
ammunition make short work of anything 
SWAPO (South West African People’s 
Organization) or FAPLA (the Angolan 
Army) can field. One vehicle mounted twin 
Brownings but their accuracy was unsatis¬ 
factory due to platform instability. Another 
experimental mounting featured a 20mm 
cannon “borrowed” from a SAAF Canber¬ 
ra bomber. The cannon had excellent range 
and penetration but its cooling and recoil 
system didn’t work well on the ground. 

The Jackal must carry a team of four, 
since Pathfinder patrols operate under the 
British SAS four-man system. The team 
consists of the driver, the commander, who 
has a pintle-mounted MAG in front of him 
and is responsible for navigation and tactic¬ 
al deployment, and two gunners: No. 1, 
who’s responsible for the primary weapon, 
and No. 2, who protects the gunner and 
replaces him if necessary. 

The Jackal has to carry plentiful supplies: 
rations and water for 14 days, personal 
weapons for the crew —R4s and Spanish 
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Operational 
area: Jackal 
column about to 
depart from the 
Pathfinder base 
at Ondangwa in 
Sector One Zero 
in SWA. 



“Star” 9mm automatic handguns (called 
“bush hammers” because that’s all they 
were good for), M79 grenade launchers, 
RPG-7S, STRIM rocket launchers (they’re 
similar to the U.S. 3.5-inch) — and lots of 
ammo, as well as specialist items; including 
explosives, mines (the Pathfinders prefer¬ 
red to lay captured Soviet mines; it appealed 
to their peculiar sense of humor), flares, 
extra radio batteries and two spare tires. All 
tires were filled with a foam that kept them 
inflated when punctured by several rounds 
of AK fire. Unfortunately, the foam was no 
match for the mpani stumps, those palisades 
of razor-sharp barriers that protect the grass 
huts of native kraals (villages). 

Due to weight restrictions, the Jackal had 
no mine protection. Its only insurance was 
to stick to operational procedures and avoid 
tracks and roads, using the keen eyes of the 
crew and the skill of the driver to avoid 
danger. 

After four months of development the 
Pathfinder’s Jackal had been bom. Soon a 
pack of the fabulous beasts was ready to 
start hunting. 

It took seven days for the pack to travel 
from Pretoria to the operational area of Sec- 
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THE IRISHMAN 


Croukamp did not like O’Connor. A 
mean mother himself, Croukamp 
thought the Irishman was a lazy bastard 
and up here on the border, there was no 
room for lazy bastards. 

Brought up in South West Africa, 
Croukamp had moved to Rhodesia and 
joined the RLI. After being awarded the 
Bronze Cross of Rhodesia for gallantry 
in the field, he joined the Selous Scouts. 
When Rhodesia was sold out, he joined 
the South African Parabats of the SADF. 
Given his background, he was not one to 
put up with sandbagging work and final¬ 
ly lost his temper when O’Conner forgot 
to organize some ammo for a Pathfinder. 

In Croukamp’s direct military manner, 
he simply clipped the Irish quartermaster 
on the chin and dropped him like a bad 
‘.habit. ■' ; " ' “ 

T was the Pathfmdercommander at the 
SADF base at Ondagwa, SWA. I didn’t 
like O’Connor either. He didn’t have his 
act together, and with most of the Path¬ 
finders out in the bush hunting the terrs, 
we had no room for wasters back in base. 
When I looked out of my tent and saw 
O’Connor staggering away from 
Croukamp's tent, blood pouring down 
his face, I thought, “Shame,” not 
knowing that this was only Act I in the 
long night’s drama. 

Croukamp, my second in command, 
joined me later at the Command Post. 
Together we studied the map of Angola, 
planning our next visit by Jackal-To 
SWAPO. ‘7a. boss, I reckon we can get 
some long Citlifng north of these kraals. 
They won’t know what hit them, and if 
We can get a K-Car [Alouette helicopter 
-gunshipj!in . "*• ‘ 

- Act II began at 2100 hours; when the 
CP door burst open and automatic fire 
' shattered'the silence, 

“Christ, a ground attack....” I tried 
to burrow through the concrete floor. 
^W-hen f looked up, I saw O’Connor. He 
| pip we|rin|I^^ ; 

carrying an R4 assault rifle with a 50- 
f found magazine attached. He- had on 
chest webbing with another six maga¬ 
zines and a Star with' two | 

magazines. He was mad. Real mad. 

* , /*J m gbmg tt foj^you out ; cm^jgId.j 
; fof ally** screamed at Croukamp, 

> puW#^tii^>h.is words with bursts 
through the CP wall between us. “Sit 
over there across from me,” he ordered 
Croukamp, covering him with the R4. 

/ vT hacl some hostage experience from £ 
exercises during my command of the 22 
SAS anti-terrorist tearn but this time it 
was real. I had to let the rest of the base 
know what was happening to keep them 
from thinking some terrs had taken over 
the CP. If they thought that - even for a 
mbment - we’d all be creamed. I asked 
O’Connor if I could go outside and -let . 


them know what was happening. ■ 

He agreed, ordering me to contact the 
commander of Sector One Zero, a briga¬ 
dier general, telling him he would kill 
his hostage if the brigadier didn’t come 
to Ondagwa, •' * ' 

I left the, tin -shack. The camp was 
buzzing likeahornets’ nestand groups 
of heavily armed Parabats flitted through 
the. darkness; I briefed &e officers and 
we worked Odta quick immediate action 
plan we could use if O’Connor started 
shooting to kill. The plan was rather 
basic. A gunner quietly set up a MAG 
machihe gqn ph a tripodjust outside the 
shed by O’Connor’s seat while another 
man set upasecond gun in line with the ; 
doorvO’Connor’spositioh gut htmjStite 
line of fire for both weapons. 

• 1 , “Start firing if I yell,” I said. I just 
hoped that the streams; of 7.62 rounds - 
c^ldtake Mmbeforehe gotfiisJshbts off 
and* after we. had hit the floor; v 
\ ’ I returned to the littlero'om. O’Cqnnqr 
was getting agitated. He had placed 
Croukamp in line with the door so he 
could shoot him and anyone trying to 
enter, I managed to persuade him to 
move Croukamp to the other side of the 
room, to protect the duty signaller, I 
said. Through all this, he had been faith-. 
fully manning his radiol I really wanted 
to increase the area O’Connor had to 
watch. 

I now had to calm O’Connor down so 
that his behavior would be more predict¬ 
able. Therefore, I talked to him about his 
next leave in the Republic, his home in 
Londonderry and, of course, the weath- 

fjll n I gj| Jfggj g| ; jj. gj§|il? vW- ; 

Croukamp’s deep-brown veldt tan 
had turned ashen. O’Connor keptWav- 
ing his R4 around. I persuaded him to 
put -on the safety, but because it was 
difficult to remove quickly, he returned 
it to automatic. , ‘ 

I had to persuade this maniac to hand 
over his R4 since the Star was a lesser 
threat, and I was feeling rather vulner¬ 
able, Croukamp and I were wearing tiger 
shorts and “tackies” (lightweight boots) 
and I couldn’t hide a handgun, which I 
could have collected on one of my trips 
outside Jo get coffee ’arid soft drinks for 
O'Connor. All that was, intentional. I 
wanted the Irishman to see me as Mr. 
Nice Guy . i 

y man,AI said, “Db you 

really think this ohelfgQing to come, j 
wandering into here with you manning 
r that R4? He’d have to be crazy!” My 
logic was getting to hint; soon’ he’d be 
willing to give me the R4. My big worry 
now was that the brigadier, who had just 
flown in;by Alouette, would do the Fear-, 
less Leader bit and come striding in, 
getting u$ all blown away. - • 

I sat on the edge of the bench, one of 


several briefing seats between O’Connor 
and rite , talking rubbish to keep the Irish¬ 
man’s mindAsff Croukamp, who was 
trying to make himself inconspicuous in 
the corner of the hut, ' - . 

Suddenly, the constant thudding of 
the generator outside the tents missed a 
beat and the light In, the hut flickered. - 
“Shit!” I said to myself “If that light 
goes but, he’ll think we’re going to rush 
him and start blazing. And even if he’s a 
lousy shot, he’ll hit someone with all 
those rounds he’s got.” 
fj /‘The,generator’s going on the 
blink,” I said. “Let me get a gas lamp.” 

When I came bad with it, he had' A 
y moved further away from me so I 
|buidii’t hurl the lamp at him and reach 
him over the benches. 

Three hours had gone by, and the last 
, act was about to begin. O’Connor,, wav¬ 
ing his R4 wildly, announced, “fm ‘ 
.going tq take him off at the, knees. ’’ He 


'-through the roof. \ . 

' ; “Wait,’’ I said, “Let me show the 

Brig you mean him no harm. Give me 
the R4 to show to him, and you keep the 
Star.” 

He looked at me closely, and I stared 
back, sincerity oozing from every pore. 

He had already cocked the pistol during, i 
one of my earlier trips. He now took the 
magazine off the R4 and slid it toward 
me along one of the benches, keeping7 
the pistol aimed at Croukamp's damp 
shining forehead. 

“Well, this is it,” I thought. I hurled 
myself at O’Connor, grabbing for the ■ 
pistol. 'Out of the cooler-of ray eye I saw 
Croukamp “gapping” it for the' door ;; 

i n 1*1181 iss ! if 

i $ * 4| 

a little worried. I was still entangled in - 
the* Benches * arid weJ-i‘truggldtf|Sf that Sj 
pistol for what seemed like ah-'eternitf *r’A 
but must have been no mqre |than a A 
.second. , . J|g| ■ | 

’ It was dll: over when Croukamp. and A 
the Parabats came bursting in . I had the ; 

llris^ni^fo^h.is &By/The Star in the * 
back of his skull grinding his face into 
the concrete floor. I was thinking, 44 Will. B 
f? .?. ;-N6—therdareto 0 -many"withes-- r ' r 
ses now-. A. Croetoip, you.cameBack ‘; 


kidney;, • >.,v \* 

O Conner groaned J1o0ked : adF©s^af ■; 

They put that mad Irishman in. the 1 
cells at Oshakati, the area HQ. A week A 

his lawyer, without ap. eseorC^mie :-;; 
vQould arrange jus .||pSdse %; ffiSeoW- -fj 
martial.Funny-.. .-‘hettever'cairilBack/-/ 
.. Mind you, I, would:-rather be;% the :} » 
cells too if I knew Groukamp wak 5! 
ing for me. ■* - v- A * 'A;-AA^ A 
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RIGHT: 
Pathfinder 
Company on 
dismounted 
operations north 
of Angolan 
border. 


BELOW: The 
mother ship: 2.5 
Unimog armored 
vehicle carries 
supplies for the 
jackal columns. 



tor One Zero in SWA, an arduous journey 
that thoroughly tested the mechanics of the 
beasts. Only one vehicle broke its back 
crossing a river bed. After it was welded 
together, it worked as good as new but had a 
rather strange V-shaped profile. 

When the Jackal joined Pathfinder opera¬ 
tions, it became obvious that it needed a 
‘'mother 7 ’ vehicle to provide reserve stores 
of fuel, food, water and, most importantly, 
ammunition. The Unimog 2.5 Mercedes 
was the most suitable truck available. Two 
were stripped, provided with pintle- 
mounted MAGs, extra fuel tanks, a pair of 
foam-filled spare tires each, and a captured 
Soviet 14.5mm heavy machine gun bolted 
to the rear. Although designed as an antiair¬ 
craft weapon, this MG was extremely effi¬ 
cient in the ground role with its fearsome 
rates of fire and plentiful supplies of cap¬ 
tured ammunition. 

On operations. Jackals moved in pairs of 
one twin MAG and one .50 vehicle. The 
flat, sandy countryside where the Pathfin¬ 
ders operated was bisected by shonas (river 
beds), which could fill with up to 18 inches 

Continued on page 110 
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OFFICIAL BRITISH DIVING KNIFE 
Used at the Royal Navy Underwater School and by 
British Frogmen. Double-edged 7 3 /«” stainless 
steel blade. Extremely effective in either under- 


EUTE FORCE WATCHES 


amm 


STATE 


IS CMMI-& 

WORLD S FINEST MILITARY EQUIPMENT 


LO-RIDE HOLSTER SYSTEM 
This holster rides low on the thigh, below body 
armor. It's ideal for S.W.A.T. units, tactical 
exercises, rappelling, etc. and fits .45, 92S.B., 
S&W 439 and all large frame automatics. 
Constructed of black nylon, there's also an extra 
clip or knife pocket on the holster. It's complete 
with a belt attachment and adjustable straps. 
Please specify right or left handed. 

SF04-1426. ....$39.95 
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SHIPPING.- 

EXP- HANDLING. A QC 

□ INSURANCE " 

KENTUCKY 
RESIDENTS 

ADD 5% TAX- 




GERMAN STYLE MAP CASE 
Developed by U.S. troops while on field duty hi 
Germany. Clear, pliable acetate with a full length 
zipper. 24 x34". Olive drab binding. 

SF07-1142.$12.95 


MRE'S (MEAL,READY TO EAT) 

Taste the newest official military rations; MRE! 
Flavorful meal pack includes a meat entree, 

cracker pack, cheese spread, mixed fruit, 

beverage powder, spoon, coffee, cream substitute, 
sugar, candy, salt, 

!) matches and toilet tissue. 

Contents vary slightly with 
different entrees. Each 
meal Is packaged In a 
sealed plastic envelope. 
Due of 12 meals. 
SEHWWJB-... $69.95 


1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 
RADCLIFF, KY 40160 
PHONE (502)351-1164 ■"?! 

QTY. I NUMBER I DESCRIPTION/SIZE/COLOR I 


1375 W. WILSON ROAD RADCLIFF. KENTUCKY 40ISO 


water slashing or sawing. Rubber covered handle. 
Complete with British issue scabbard. A rare and 
valuable knife. Don't miss this chance to own one! 
SF07-1329.$129.95 


TIGER STRIPE 
KID’S FATIGUES 
-f-^We’ve duplicated our 
popular adult Tiger 
Stripe uniform for 
kid’s. Hie shirt has 4 
pockets, including 2 
large cargo pockets on 
the legs. 50% cotton/ 
50% nylon. Set in¬ 
cludes shirt and 
trousers. 

Even sizes: 4-16. 
SF04-1055;.... $39.88 
(Order cap seperately 
from our catalog.) 


We'fe added a touch of class to our TIMEX® 
Vietnam Style watch. Right in the center of your 
Elite Force watch face you'll find your choice of 
Airborne-Death From Above or Special Forces 
Crest. Dramatic white designs on standard black 
face. Olive drab plastic watch case and nylon 
band. Check time and remember you r allegiance 
to these proud attack forces. Full TIMEX® 1 year 
factory warranty. A U.S. Cavalry exclusive. 

SF05-1355 Airborne Watch.;...$29.95 

SF05-1354 Special Forces Watch.$29.95 


GENUINE ISSUE MILITARY COT 
This is the sophisticated new military 
cot. The bed is made of fully taped and 
reinforced olive drab nylon. The frame 
is extruded aluminum with smooth 
nylon end-caps. Don't confuse this cot * 

with surplus cots of the past made of ^ 
wood that breaks or canvas that rots. 

NSN 7105-00-935-0422. 78x30x17”. 

Folds to 37x9x4”. Genuine military. 
SF05-0989. ....... $99.50 


Non-toxic and FPA approved, the finished 
designs last up to a week, yet remove Instantly 
with rubbing alcohol or baby oil. They're easy to 
apply and last through several showers. Just 
position, moisten and paint in the colors you like 
best. Includes everything needed to make realistic 
and colorful tattoos that will amaze your friends 
and almost fool the experts. You get 6 tattoo 
paints, brush, cleaner, setting talc, towelettes 
and 2 each of 6 military designs and 6 fashion 
designs. 18 applications in all. 

SF05-0943 Complete Tattoo Kit.$16.95 

SF05-0944 Refill Kit (18 additional designs 

and towelettes.$6.95 


LINEMEN'S TOOL KIT 
Heavy leather scabbard holds 
a TL-29 knife and wire pliers. 
Genuine military issue. Slots 
on the scabbard allow you to 
wear the kit on your belt. 
A U.S. Cavalry exclusive. 
SF07-2028.$19.95 
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80F VIETNAM 


“DUSTOFF, WE’RE 
DESPERATE!” 


Helo Gamble Saves Grunts 


by Alfred G. Nichols 

Photos courtesy of AP/Wide World 


T HE four of us sat back in the air- 
conditioned club at Dong Tam hospi¬ 
tal, sipping cold Cokes and talking about the 
morning. Qur chopper was being refueled 
on the helipad outside. If someone had told 
me that in the next half hour I’d be flying a 
crippled bird into an LZ so hot I could see 
the Viet Cong firing at us, I’d have laughed 
in his face. 


Eight January 1968 was our second day at 
Dong Tam. My outfit, the 82nd Medical 
Detachment, based at Soc Trang (a fonner 
Japanese airfield deep in the Mekong Delta) 
was responsible for IV Corps medical evac¬ 
uation. Although I was the new operations 
officer/XO of the 82nd, I still had to qualify 
as a mission commander. I’d been assigned 
as a pilot to a four-man Dustoff or helicopter 


ambulance crew flying medical evacuation 
missions from the hospital at Dong Tam for 
the 9th Infantry Division, its mobile riverine 
forces which were based at the city, and the 
Vietnamese forces in the Mekong Delta 
area. ARVN aviation units usually refused 
to pick up their own wounded and we’d be 
ordered in by TOC (Tactical Operations 
Center) at Corps headquarters in Can Tho. 
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During my eight-month tour, 1 saw only two 
ARVN choppers pick up wounded. 

Robbie, the regular mission commander, 
was the only old-timer. The rest of us were 
new to the 82nd. The crew chief and the 
medic had been sent in TDY about a week 
ago from a detachment up north. They’d 
come in with a replacement helicopter be¬ 
cause we’d lost a couple of ours when one of 
our men was killed and several wounded. 
Robbie was getting short, but he was still 
enthusiastic, and like most Army warrant 
officers then, I knew he had lots of experi¬ 
ence and common sense. I was going to 
learn that he also had lots of courage. 

We decided our morning had been pretty 
routine. We’d been called out across the 
river to the paddies between Ben Tre and 
Vinh Long to‘pick up ARVN wounded and 
the only excitement on the first trip came 
when we lifted off for the ARVN hospital at 
My Tho. Our rotor wash exploded a Viet 
Cong booby trap. On the second trip, as we 
made our high overhead recon to set up our 
approach, we got another surprise. A Viet¬ 
namese Air Force CH-34 helicopter 
appeared out of nowhere and beat us down. 
We followed it in, in case they couldn’t pick 
up all the casualties. When we touched 
down, we found they’d left the wounded 
men’s weapons for us to collect and a Viet¬ 
namese soldier to guard them. 

I took another sip of Coke. The crew 



MILITARY MERIT 

tit addition to his experience as a heli¬ 
copter medical evacuation pilot in Viet¬ 
nam. Alfred G. Nichols, of Canon City, 
Cplo., also served with the Special 
Forces for five years. In the Special 
Forces, he served as an A-team com¬ 
mander at Ft, Bragg, and one year on an 
A-team in Vietnam. Nichols has been a 
National Guard adviser and commander . 
of the MAST helicopter rescue unit at Ft. 
Carson, Colo. His highest military 
award is the Silver Star; six of Nichols’ 
medals are for valor. SOF applauds his 
distinguished service. 


chief laughed and said, “Thanks for the 
Tommy gun.” 

“No sweat,” I told him. “They owed us 
one, making us carry their gear from a com¬ 
bat area.” On the way back to My Tho, the 
crew chief had seen a Thompson sub¬ 
machine gun among the ARVN weapons. 
I’d gotten Robbie and the medic to point out 
the left window to distract the ARVN guard 
and told the crew chief to slip the Thompson 
under a blanket seat. The trick worked and 
now we all laughed about it, enjoying our 
Cokes and listening to AFVN. 

Our laughter stopped when the RTO from 
operations rushed in! We had another mis¬ 
sion. We had to pick up six wounded 9th 
Division infantrymen in the rice paddies 
northeast of the city, between Dong Tam 
and Tan Tru, about 15 minutes away. The 
area had been called in as secure. 

We scrambled out the door and were air¬ 
borne in about four minutes. As we neared 
the area, I tried to call the platoon with the 
wounded on the FM radio. I could only get 
the company’s commander. The company 
was about 500 or 600 meters from the pla¬ 
toon and they’d lost contact with it, the CO 
told us, “but I can throw smoke and direct 
you in.” 

We spotted his smoke and began our 
approach to a paddy along a tree line. 

Suddenly the CO yelled, “Stop! You’re 
flying into the enemy’s position!” 

We were already receiving automatic- 
weapons fire and mortars and grenades were 
exploding on the ground where we’d be 
touching down. The CO had given us the 
direction for our approach, but he was about 
180 degrees off. I broke off the approach 
and got the hell out, climbing to about 2,000 
feet so we could survey our damage. We’d 
been hit several times. A funny “swoosh- 
swoosh” noise indicated that our blades had 
been hit and the smell of fuel meant that our 
fuel cells had been hit as well. I called. 

Paratroopers rush a wounded buddy to a 
Dustoff helicopter during fighting north of 
Saigon, These medevac helicopters saved 
countless lives by quickjy delivering 
seriously wounded soldiers to medical 
facilities. 


“Mayday,” on the guard radio frequency, 
giving our location. 

A new voice came up on our radio. It was 
the platoon leader. “We’re pinned down,” 
he said. “Everyone’s wounded or dead. 
Whenever we try to move the VC start 
shooting. They’re in the L-shaped tree line 
and we’re about 75 to 100 meters away in 
the paddy. We’ll try to give you as much fire 
support as we can and we’ll try to throw 
smoke.” 

Just then a Sting Ray gun ship team came 
up on our channel, telling us they were 
working the area: “We have you spotted 
and we’ll give you one gun run over the 
enemy position.” 

The four of us had a quick conference. 
We’d give it one more try. The Sting Rays 
made their gun run, placing machine gun 
and rocket fire on the enemy position. The 
platoon leader threw smoke to mark the 
pick-up position. 

“You’re going to die on this one,” I told 
myself, “but you’ve gqt to try to do it.” 
Having made up my mind, a feeling of calm 
washed over me. The decision had been 
made and my fate determined. I knew that 
the other crew members felt the same way. 
We’d all do our best until we went down. 

We started our approach. 

The Sting Rays, their gun run over, told 
us, “Go on in, Dustoff The area’s secure. ” 
Having used up their ammo, they had to turn 
back to refuel and rearm. They received no 
hostile fire as they left. We were on our 
own. 

As the ground rose to meet our prop 
wash, we could see the wounded scattered 
about across a 75-yard area. Fifty yards 
short of touch-down, all hell broke loose. 
Automatic weapons fire from the tree line 
hit us from the left and rear of the Huey. 

The other three were returning fire from 
the door and window as I brought us down. 
We could plainly see crouching black-clad 
figures firing at us from among the trees. 
The medic and the crew chief, who was 
standing on the skid, jumped out. 

Several of the wounded infantrymen 
dived into the open door. I heard the dull 
thud of bullets hitting them while they were 
scrambling aboard. Bullets zipped and zing¬ 
ed by my head and ricocheted through the 
pilot compartment but I kept control of our 
bird. All this time, Robbie was firing out the 
left window at the muzzle flashes. His M-3 
grease gun jammed just as the crew chief 
shouted. 

“I’m hit!” Shot through the legs, he 
sprawled on the ground. Robbie threw his 
M-3 out the window, jerked open the left 
pilot’s door and ran back to the crew chief. 
He dragged him inside with the other 
wounded and jumped back into his seat, 
yelling, “Take off!” 

But I’d seen another wounded GI in front 
of us. He was on his knees, screaming, 
“Don’t leave me!” and clawing at the air. 
Blood was running from the comer of his 
mouth and it covered his chest. Robbie saw 
him too. He darted out into the crossfire and 
picked up the wounded man, shoving him in 
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the back with the others, before he jumped 
back aboard. 

I knew it was time for us to take off. We'd 
been on the ground for about two hour-long 
minutes. But try as I might, the collective 
would not move. I had to yell because our 
communications system was shot out. 
“Robbie!” I screamed, “The skids’re stuck 
in the mud. Help me with the controls!” 

He helped me pull, yelling, “We’ve lost 
our hydraulics too.” Then we concentrated 
on pulling on the collective power controls 
and I manipulated the pilot’s cyclic con¬ 
trols. We were getting airborne — after a 
fashion. 

We wallowed and bounced through the 
air, getting translational lift. Our full load of 
wounded kept up a steady stream of fire out 
the doors, as we plowed our way through 
banana and coconut trees, knocking out the 
lower chin bubble on the way up. 

Our hydraulics were gone, and the radios 
and intercom were shot out. All the gauges 
looked inoperative and the engine and trans¬ 
mission warning lights were lit up like a 
Christmas tree. Robbie told me to head for 
Ton Son Hut airport. We could make a 
running landing there. 

I motioned to the fuel gauge. It showed 
we had only 250 pounds of fuel. We’d just 
gone in with 850 pounds. If we could trust 
the gauge, we were losing fuel fast and only 
had a few minutes to fly. 

Someone screamed behind me. I jerked 
around in my seat. The soldier with the 
chest wound had rolled out of the open door 
and was hanging half in and half out. The 
medic had grabbed him by the arms but the 
soldier was so weak he couldn’t pull himself 
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Under a hail of VC sniper bullets, a 
wounded trooper from the 9th Infantry 
Division is loaded onto a medevac 
helicopter. 


up. Another soldier reached over and 
together they got him back in. 

“We’ve got to put down!” I yelled to 
Robbie, and pointed to a paved road below 
us. We’d moved about four miles away 
from the enemy contact. He nodded. 

“Do you want to take over?” I asked. He 
flashed a determined, confident grin in re¬ 
ply and signalled for me to keep the con¬ 
trols. 

We made a long shallow approach to the 
road, passing over an ARVN outpost, and 
landed about a mile away. We hit the road 
and slid about 150 feet in a straight line, still 
upright. 

As we stopped, Robbie jumped into the 
back to help with the wounded and I ran to 
our front to set up security. I spotted a 
Vietnamese coming down the road at us on a 
motorcycle and fired a warning burst up in 
the air from my M16. With 10 wounded and 
a disabled helicopter I didn’t want anybody 
around us but Americans. He stopped and 
turned, heading back down the road. 

Within five minutes several ARVN vehi¬ 
cles pulled up. Their American adviser was 
with them. They set up a defensive peri¬ 
meter for us. A few minutes later, a slick 
ship from the Grey Hounds and two Dustoff 
choppers that had heard our “Mayday” 
landed and loaded the wounded aboard. As I 
walked past the right side of my helicopter 
to board the rescue craft, I saw the blood. 


The red cross painted on the cargo door was 
streaked pink and red from where the soldier 
had been hanging. 

Going back I rode in the right “hell hole” 
(the right passenger seats up against the 
transmission compartment facing outward) 
with the platoon leader I’d just rescued. He 
had been shot along the side and I could see 
his rib. 

“All of my radio men were shot, ’ ’ he told 
me. “I had to crawl to a radio to reach you. 
It was awful. Every time one of us moved, 
the VC shot us. I thought I was going to die 
for sure until I heard ‘Dustoff’ on the 
radio.” 

I smiled at -that: About the time he was 
feeling good again, we’d been sure we were 
going to die. 

The rescue copter landed at the hospital 
pad at Dong Tam. I walked beside the 
stretcher carrying our brave crew chief into 
the triage area. He grinned up at me. ‘ ‘Keep 
the Thompson,” he said. “I won’t be need¬ 
ing it in the hospital.” 

I turned, dragging myself back to the pad 
to check the rest of the crew. 

A young soldier approached me and 
asked, “Sir, will I be court-martialed?” 

Confused and tired, I just stared at him 
for a minute, before I thought to ask, * ‘What 
did you do?” 

“Sir, I got on your helicopter when you 
landed to pick up the wounded back there. 
I’m not wounded.” 

I chuckled to myself and spoke gently. 
“No, you won’t be court-martialed. Son, 
did you really think we’d leave you there by 
yourself?” I think he was the only person in 
his unit who wasn’t wounded or killed. All 
of the wounded we’d carried out made it, 
even the soldier with the chest wound. 
There were about 10 or 11 of them. 

I looked at my watch when I walked back 
into the club. I’d been gone about an hour. I 
began to shake. Fear had finally caught up 
with me. My thumb and forefinger were 
throbbing — I must have sprained them 
while I tried to hold the helicopter steady 
during that last emergency landing. It was 
weird. I’d started the afternoon, having a 
Coke in an air-conditioned club with Amer¬ 
ican radio and TV. Then we’d moved out 
into Indian country, come under heavy fire, 
been shot down and taken our own wound¬ 
ed. I’d flown a severely damaged aircraft 
out of a hot LZ with a full load of wounded 
and crash-landed. Now I was was back at 
the same table drinking another Coke. 

I was to have another eight months of this 
bizarre life. My comrades were other Dust¬ 
off crews, gun drivers, slick-ship pilots, 
scouts and bird dog pilots. During this time, 
38 more 82nd Medical Detachment aircraft 
were hit. I was flying eight of them. I was 
forced down twice more by enemy fire and 
once by aircraft equipment failure. We lost 
nearly all of our aircraft when the 1968 Tet 
offensive began. 

But I remember that afternoon best. For 
what we’d done, the four of us were 
awarded Silver Stars. Robbie was recom¬ 
mended for the DSC, but the medal was 
downgraded. ^ 
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THE UNBEATABLE 
BREN 


Britain’s Classic 
Just Keeps Cranking 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 
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T HE Bren has served the British Army 
well for almost half a century now. It 
has stoutly helped hold the line on the sands 
of North Africa, in jungles from Burma to 
Malaysia, against the Mau Mau in Kenya, 
on the frozen hills of Korea and, most re¬ 
cently, in the Falkland Islands. 

For my money, that more-than-merely- 
admirable record for a military weapon 
marks the Bren gun as nothing less than the 
finest magazine-fed light machine gun ever 
put into service — by anyone at any time. 

At the end of World War I the British 
Army had substantial inventories of the 
Vickers medium machine gun and the 
Lewis gun. At the time, the Vickers water- 
cooled gun was second only to the marginal- 
ly-superior Colt Browning M1917A1. Both 
were clearly better than the Lewis gun 
which had numerous deficiencies. It was 
heavy, bulky and used an easily-damaged 
pan-feed system that produced entirely too 
many stoppages. It was also subject to ex¬ 
cessive parts breakage. A replacement was 
badly needed. 

In 1922, the Ministry of Defense pro¬ 
posed adoption of a modified version of the 
American BAR (Browning Automatic 
Rifle), but the deed never got done. For 
reasons known only to the post-World War I 
decision-makers, the British simply con¬ 
tinued to test various light machine guns 
indecisively for a period of several years. 
The Hotchkiss, Beardmore-Farquhar, 
French Chatellerault, McCrudden, Swiss 
Furrer, Erikson and Type D Lewis gun were 
all tried without success. 

In 1930, comparative trials were held be¬ 
tween the U.S. Browning, the French 
Dame, the Danish Madsen, the Swiss Kira- 
ly-Ende, the British Vickers-Berthier and 
the Czech Zb 26. The Zb 26 had come to the 
attention of the Small Arms Committee 
through the British Military Attach^ in 
Prague, who had written a glowing report. 
An improved model, the Zb 27, was submit¬ 
ted. These trials were gruelling and lengthy. 
They included such parameters as accuracy, 
rate of fire, overheating, firing at elevation 
and depression, fouling effects, position 
disclosure, use with damaged ammunition, 
stability of mounting, ease of handling and 
endurance. The Zb 27 fired more than 
10,000 rounds with few stoppages and neg¬ 
ligible wear. The Vickers-Berthier and 
Dame were the only other weapons to pass 
the trials with a recommendation for further 
testing. 

In 1931, another improved version of the 
Czech gun, the Zb 30, was ordered in cali¬ 
ber .303, as the original Czech entries were 
all chambered for the rimless 7.92mm car¬ 
tridge. The new trials included an endur¬ 
ance test of 30,000 rounds and long-range 
accuracy competition (out to 2,500 yards). 
The Zb 30 was the clear winner. However, 
it exhibited excessive fouling from the Brit¬ 
ish cordite powder and faulty ejection from 
the rimmed .303 case. The gun was again 
modified by moving the gas vent farther 
back toward the chamber and fitting a new 
gas block, gas cylinder and piston. During 
the 15,000-round endurance test this speci- 
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men had 90 stoppages, of which 61 were 
caused by loose primers in the ammunition. 
The gun was again modified by the addition 
of a 30-rd. magazine and alteration of the 
piston buffer to take the recoil of the barrel 
and receiver, as well as the piston — which 
significantly reduced felt recoil. 

Now called the ZGB 32, it fired 29,500 
rounds, mostly at Enfield Loch where a new 
ejector was designed to prevent the primers 
from popping out. Still not satisfied, the 
Small Arms Committee called for another 
version, the ZGB 33, with another 25 mod¬ 
ifications. The most important of these were 
a reduction in the cyclic rate from 600 rpm 
to 480 rpm, reduction of the barrel length 
and removal of the cooling fins, lengthening 
of the piston’s free travel to further delay 
opening of the breech, and changes in the 
retracting handle, butt-slide catch and ejec¬ 
tor. The ZBG 33 trials were fired in 1934 
with complete success. Not only had the 
accuracy been improved, but more than 
140,000 rounds were fired before any parts 
failed! A final test of 50,000 rounds was 
fired in mid-1934 against the latest heavy- 
barrel Vickers-Berthier, which proved once 
and for all that the Czech Zb was the best 
entry. 

Arrangements were then made to produce 
the gun at the Royal Small Arms Factory at 
Enfield Loch. The gun was named the 
BREN from BRno, Czechoslovakia and 
ENfield Loch. The first model was desig¬ 
nated the Bren Machine Gun, Mark 1, and 
production commenced in September 1937. 
By the end of that year only 42 guns had 
been completed. But the Bren was fabri¬ 
cated by conventional milling techniques, 
and the receiver body alone, cut from a 
single block of steel, required 270 separate 
operations! This component was checked 
by 550 gauges — each made to an accuracy 
of 0.0005 inch. Two years later, in 1939, 
production had risen to 400 guns a week, 
and by June 1940 more than 30,000 Brens 
had been manufactured and issued. By 
1943, Enfield’s production reached more 
than 1,000 a week. 

The Royal Small Arms Factory was the 
sole producer of the Bren in Great Britain. 
Magazines were manufactured by Birming¬ 
ham Small Arms, Ltd. (BSA) and the Aus¬ 
tin Motor Works. Due to a drafting error in 
the conversion from the rimless 7.92mm 
cartridge to the rimmed .303 case, the 
magazines would not always function cor¬ 
rectly with the intended 30 rounds. Cana¬ 
dian magazines are commonly encountered 
with instructions to load only 28 rounds 
painted on the side. This advice should be 
heeded. To double their capacity for AA 
use, two of these magazines were some¬ 
times welded together. 

Th'e Bren’s distinctive magazine is 
curved to accommodate the rimmed .303 
British cartridge. The ajl-^teel magazine 
had a folded flat-steel follower spring. If the 
Bren’s magazines are loaded correctly they 
will cause no problems. The rim of each 
round must be ahead, not behind the round 
below it. The best procedure is to insert each 
cartridge with its head slightly forward, 



BELOW: Four Mk I Bren guns mounted in 
tandem on armored vehicle skate-mount for 
AA use. Experimental 60-round magazines 
were fabricated by welding two 30-round 
magazines together. 
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ABOVE: Venerable Bren Mk I is the finest 
light machine gun in the world. Designed in 
1930 to replace the Lewis, it was adopted by 
the British army in 1934. 


BELOW: The Vickers water-cooled medium 
machine gun somewhere in France during 
WWI. The Bren was intended to replace 
this as well, but the venerable Vickers 
refused to die. It’s still in service in South 
Africa in caliber 7.62 NATO. 



and, as you press the round in, slide it back 
to the rear as far as it will go. A magazine¬ 
loading tool and automatic filler were de¬ 
veloped, but never issued in quantity. 
Magazines used to fire blank ammunition 
are fitted with a spacer at the projectile end 
and painted with a broad yellow stripe. A 
magazine-well dust cover must be pushed 
forward to insert a loaded magazine. After 
the bolt has been retracted, the front end of 
the magazine should be placed in the well 
first. The magazine is then rocked rearward 
until it engages the magazine catch release. 
At the rapid-fire rate, an experienced gun¬ 
ner can change and expend four magazines 
per minute. Bren magazines are packed 12 
to a steel chest. 

After the evacuation of Dunkirk in June 
1940 during which many weapons had to be 
destroyed or abandoned, the British were 
left with only 2,300 Bren guns in the inven¬ 
tory. Emergency manufacture of the Bren 
was started shortly thereafter by the Lith- 
gow Small Arms Factory in Australia and 
the John Inglis Company of Toronto, Cana¬ 
da. Inglis also manufactured a Mark 2 ver¬ 
sion of the Bren in caliber 7.92mm for the 
Nationalist Chinese (and others, as we shall 
see). Beginning in 1952, the Nationalist 
Government on Formosa placed a modified 
Mark 2 Bren in production. Called the Mod¬ 
el 41, it was chambered for the .30-06 car¬ 
tridge. I have recently examined L4A3 
Brens in caliber 7.62mm NATO that were 
manufactured in 1982 by India. The butt¬ 
stocks and pistol grips of these guns are 
finished with a peculiar reddish-brown 
stain. It has been estimated that a total of 
300,000 Bren guns were produced — a fig¬ 
ure I think is too low. 

Although enormously complex to manu¬ 
facture, especially by today’s standards 
(just think how much time and effort would 
have been spared on the receiver body by 
modem investment-casting techniques), the 
Bren’s method of operation is straightfor¬ 
ward and contributes in no small measure to 
its tremendous reliability. Magazine-fed 
and gas-operated, the Bren fires from the 
open bolt position. The retracting handle is 
non-reciprocating and can be folded when 
not in use. 

When the Bren is fired, a small amount of 
the expanding propellant gases moves down 
the barrel’s gas vent (after the projectile has 
moved past this point), through the regula¬ 
tor, striking the piston head and moving it 
rearward. During this period of initial pres¬ 
sure build-up, the receiver, barrel, gas 
cylinder and bipod also recoil rearward 
approximately 0.25 inch on the butt slide, as 
previously stated. After this energy has 
been absorbed by the piston buffer and 
spring, the spring returns these components 
to their normal positions. By this means, 
felt recoil is considerably reduced and com¬ 
ponent life is greatly enhanced. 

An extension is attached to the piston 
which supports the bolt body. A post on this 
extension fits inside the hollow interior of 
the bolt body. When the gun is in battery, 
two ramps on the extension hold the rear of 
the bolt up into engagement with the locking 
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recess at the top of the receiver and against 
what is called the locking shoulder. The 
piston extension moves rearward through 
about 1.25 inches of free travel, during 
which time the bolt remains locked. After 
this the ramp support under the bolt is re¬ 
moved and the piston post’s inclined surface 
shoves the bolt’s rear end down and out of 
the locking recess. 

This tilting motion offers primary extrac¬ 
tion after which the empty case is with¬ 
drawn from the chamber by the extractor 
claw. A chisel-shaped fixed ejector rides in 
a groove on top of the bolt and burrs brass 
over the primer to prevent the latter from 
falling out. The empty case is pushed 
through the piston extension’s cut-out cen¬ 
ter and expelled downward for maximum 
protection against position disclosure (a 
sliding ejection-port cover prevents debris 
from entering at this location — opened by 
the bolt’s movement, it must be closed by 
hand). The compressed recoil spring and the 
soft buffer throw the piston forward again. 
The buffer’s low coefficient of restitution 
holds the cyclic rate to about 500 rpm. Feed 
horns on top of the bolt push a fresh round 
out of the magazine and down into the 
chamber, as the extractor claw slips over the 
rim. After the round is chambered, forward 
movement of the bolt ceases. The piston 
continues forward, and the two ramps at the 
rear of the piston extension lift the bolt up 
into the locking recess. The ramps remain 
under the bolt body to keep it locked. The 
piston moves forward another 1.25 inches, 
and the front face of the piston post serves as 
a hammer to drive the spring-retracted firing 
pin into the primer. This 1.25 inches of free 
travel before contact with the firing pin, and 
the initial non-alignment of the cartridge 
primer and firing pin, prevent slam fires. 
Unlocking before gas pressures have drop¬ 
ped to a safe level is also prevented by the 
piston’s 1.25 inches of rearward free travel 
and the location of the gas vent 15 inches 
from the bolt’s face. It may not sound like it 
from the description of the firing cycle, but 
all of this is mechanically simple and ex¬ 
tremely safe. 

The trigger mechanism provides for full- 
automatic fire (“A” which is the selector 
lever’s forward position) and semi¬ 
automatic fire (“R” = repetition - the 
selector lever’s most rearward position). 
The safe position (“S”) is located in the 
middle (on Inglis-made 7,92mm Brens 
these markings are “20,” “1” and “0,” 
respectively). The sear is cut-out for projec¬ 
tion of a tripping lever. When the selector is 
set to “R” the tripping lever’s head is raised 
through the sear’s cut-out into the piston’s 
path of travel. The piston forces the tripping 
lever down, and the sear is released upward 
to hold the piston to the rear. Releasing the 
trigger repositions the tripping lever against 
the sear, pushing it down to fire another 
round. When the selector is set to “A” the 
tripping lever is forced down and pulled 
clear of the piston. Firing will then continue 
as long as the trigger is depressed and 
ammunition remains in the magazine. 
When the selector is set to “S” the trigger is. 
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disconnected from the sear by holding the 
tripping lever in the middle of the sear’s 
cut-out. Theoretically, a heavy blow to the 
gun could jar the sear out of the piston’s 
notch, but I’ve never heard of this happen¬ 
ing. 

Bren trigger-pull weights usually hover at 
7-8 lbs. The semi-automatic trigger-pull 
weight is commonly somewhat heavier (by 
a pound or two) than the full-auto pull 
weight. However, my Mk 1 Bren has a 
trigger-pull weight of 8 lbs. in semi-auto 
and 16 lbs. in the full-auto mode. 

The six-groove barrel has a right-hand 
twist of 1 turn in 10 inches. The front 1.0 3 /4 
inches of the barrel are encased within a 
single-piece, stainless-steel shroud that in¬ 
corporates the flash hider, the front-sight 
bracket and the gas block. Holes were dril¬ 
led into the flash-suppressor portion of 
some experimental barrels in an attempt to 
further reduce muzzle blast and modify the 
flash characteristics. The results were neg¬ 
ligible and the project was abandoned. The 
barrel has a carrying handle, used to trans¬ 
port the weapon, assist in barrel changes, 
and lend support when firing in the hip- 
assault position and from the AA mount. 
The barrel is retained in a barrel nut by four 
interrupted threads. Unlike a number of 


ABOVE: Author Kokalis demonstrates 
correct method of changing Bren 
magazines, 

LEFT: Bracket milled into left side of Bren 
Mk I receiver to accept the dial sight. 



ABOVE: Receiver markings trace the 
history of this converted 7.62mm Bren, 
which like all those manufactured at 
Enfield, started life in 1945 as a Mk III in 
caliber .303 British. M/C indicates 
modified/converted. 



Bren Mk I with 100-round drum and 
unusual AA mount with geared elevation 
device. This is not the Mottley mount. 
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ABOVE LEFT: The Bren series — front to 
rear: L4A2 in 7.62mm NATO; Mk II 
Canadian Inglis in the Mk I 7.92mm 
configuration; and early Mk I in .303 
British. 

ABOVE: The Lewis gun which the Bren 
replaced — shown here on Vickers tripod 
with adapter and single spade grip for AA 
use. 

LEFT: Field stripped Bren Mk I has few 
moving parts to break down. 


BREN GUN 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Calibers: .303 British, 7.92mm and 
7.62mm NATO (L4 series) 
Method of Operation: Gas-operated, 
adjustable 4-position regulator, 
locks by tilting block 
Type of Fire: Selective: full-automatic 
or semiautomatic 
Cyclic rate: 500 tpm 
Method of Feed: 100-rd. drum (.303 
only); 30-rd. magazines (.303 and 
7.62mm NATO); 20-rd. magazine 
(7.92mm) 

Barrel: . 303 British barrel —- 6-groove, 
right-hand twist, I turn in 10 inches 
Barrel length: Mk 1 & Mk 2 — 25 
inches 

Mk 3 — 22.25 inches 
L4A4 —21.125 inches 
Overall length: Mk I & Mk 2 45.5 

inches 

Mk 3 — 42.9 inches 
L4A4 — 44.625 in¬ 
ches 


Weight, empty: Mk 1 — 22 lbs. 2 oz, 
Mk 2 — 23 lbs. 3 oz. 
Mk 3— 19 lbs. 5 oz. 
L4A4 — 21 lbs. 

Sights: 

Front: Protected blade, adjustable for 
horizontal zero 

Hear: Mk 1 — Peep aperture with 
drum-operated arm. Adjustable for 
elevation from 200 to 2,000 yards in 
50-yard audible click increments, 

Mk 2, Mk 3 and L4 series Peep 
aperture on folding leaf. Adjustable for 
elevation in yards or meters depending 
upon caliber. 

Manufacturers: Royal Small Arms 
Factory. Enfield Lock, England; 
John Inglis Ltd., Toronto, Canada; 
Small Arms Factory, Lithgow, 
New South Wales, Australia; and 
the Indian arsenal. 

Status: No longer manufactured. RSAF 
still offers the L4 series conversion. 
Still in service throughout the 
world. 


other machine guns with quick-change bar¬ 
rels, the Bren’s barrel can be removed only 
when the bolt is completely forward. The 
barrel nut is held into the receiver by a 
spring-loaded ball bearing and can be re¬ 
moved. To remove the barrel, close the 
bolt, swing the barrel-nut latch upward and 
pull the barrel forward by the carrying hand¬ 
le. All of this consumes no more than 2-3 
seconds. This feature alone puts the Bren a 
generation ahead of the BAR. 

The gas regulator is also fabricated from 
stainless steel. It’s still a pain to clean, but 
its adjustments offer increased reliability 
when operating under adverse conditions 
(sand, mud and firing at elevation or de¬ 
pression), when fouling becomes excessive 
and with different types of ammunition. It 
has four ports of increasing diameter which 
are rotated into position as needed. I recom¬ 
mend use of the second-smallest opening 
under normal operating conditions. The gas 
used to drive the piston rearward moves 
down the cylinder tube only a half-inch be¬ 
fore most is exhausted into the atmosphere 
by vents in the cylinder walls. The cupped 
gas-exhaust shield at the end of the cylinder 
shields the operator from blinding flash 
when firing at night. 
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The bipod is located to the rear of the gas 
regulator, where it serves double duty, as 
when occasionally rotated it scrapes and 
cleans the exterior end of the gas cylinder. 
The loosened carbon fouling is then blown 
out by the next blast of gas. With its bipod 
located at this spot, nine inches from the 
muzzle, the Bren gun is capable of deliver¬ 
ing both acceptable accuracy and a useful 
distribution of fire at normal combat ranges 
for light machine guns. In addition, the arc 
of lateral movement is more than adequate 
for flanking coverage and the engagement 
of swiftly moving frontal targets. 

Three types of bipods are encountered. 
The Mk L bipod manufactured by BSA has 
adjustable legs which offer a total increase 
of 3 3 / 4 inches in height. The Mk 2 bipod 
appears identical, but the legs are of fixed 
length. The non-adjustable Mk 3 bipod has 
been further simplified with fewer compo¬ 
nents. 

The Bren was originally intended to re¬ 
place not only the Lewis gun but the Vickers 
water-cooled medium machine gun as well. 
To that end, a bracket was milled into the 
left side of the receiver to accept a dial sight 
for defilade fire and coverage of multiple 
pre-selected target zones. The sight itself 
was a simplification of that fitted to the 
Vickers. It was carried in a standard-issue 
British Army binocular case. However, it 
was determined early on that the Bren could 
not supplant the belt-fed Vickers when 
heavy sustained-support fire was required. 
The bracket, which necessitated a larger 
block of steel for the receiver body and 
numerous tortuous mill operations, was eli¬ 
minated from the Mk 1 Bren by the end of 
1940. Subsequent variants of the Mk 1 are 
usually marked Mk 1*, Mk 1/M (modified) 
or Mk 1/1 (improved). 

The Bren’s normal sights are offset to the 
left because of the top-loading magazine. 
The Mk 1 rear sight is of the peep type. Its 
arm is mounted on a radial drum with 
adjustments for elevation only from 200 to 
2,000 yards. The adjustments are in 50-yard 
increments. The blade front sight is adjust¬ 
able for windage zero by sliding in a dove¬ 
tail milled into a bracket which is an integral 
portion of the stainless-steel front barrel/ 
regulator assembly. A pair of protective 
ears is retained by a set screw. 

A 100-rd. Spring-wound drum was also 
issued for use with the Mottley AA mount 
— a chair-like affair that bolted down to the 
deck of a boat or to a ground pad. As the 
drum obscured the issue sights, the Mottley 
mount was equipped with its own sighting 
system. With jury-rigged sights these drums 
were sometimes employed on armored 
vehicles with Brens in swivel mounts. The 
drum resembled that of the Vickers-Berthier 
machine gun. It was never produced in large 
quantity as it possessed all the deleterious 
qualities of a drum magazine, i.e., it was 
expensive to manufacture, difficult to load 
quickly, heavy and easily damaged. An 
adapter bracket is required to fit this drum to 
the Bren gun. 

The Mk 1 buttstock has a shoulder strap 
which folds over the top of the butt. It was 
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Bren magazines: 
Left to right, top, 
.303 magazine, 
.303 blank 
magazine, 
20-round 7.92mm 
magazine, L4 
7.62mm NATO 
magazine, 
20-round SLR 
magazine. Below: 
100-round drum 
magazine and 
Australian 
30-round HB FAL 
magazine. 



Bren spare parts 
wallet and cleaning 
gear. 
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also issued with a peculiar handle (in con¬ 
figuration similar to later barrel-carrying 
handles, but with different fittings) that 
attached to the underside of the buttstock. It 
was intended to steady the gun when firing 
in the prone position or from an AA mount. 
As it proved to be of dubious value and was 
instantly detachable, most were thrown 
almost immediately into the nearest ditch, 
and today this strap is rarely encountered. 
Outside of the Enfield Pattern Room, I 
know of only one in private hands (not 
mine, unfortunately). 

Another unpopular item was the tripod, 
also manufactured by BSA. Heavy (almost 
32 lbs.) and extremely cumbersome (but 
stable in use), it was carried on the back of 
some poor devil by means of two Enfield 
rifle slings. Its T&E (traversing and eleva¬ 
tion) mechanism was simple and sturdy. 
Two pivoting locking levers, attached to the 
gas cylinder and buttstock, respectively, 
and permanently retained by a small steel 
ball bearing, are used to mount the gun on 
the tripod. But the tripod was useful only 
when firing from static defensive positions 
and by WWII had already lost much of its 
relevance. The earliest version, the Mk 1, 
had a telescoping front leg and two leg com¬ 
ponents stored in the side support tubes, 
which, together with a bracket on the front 
leg, permitted conversion into an AA mount 


that allowed the gunner to fire from the 
standing position (this was still presumed to 
be an important function of the LMG at the 
beginning of the war). The Mk 2 version of 
this tripod omitted the AA capability but 
retained the telescoping front leg. The final 
Mk 2/1 tripod dropped the telescoping front 
leg also. These tripods are commonly found 
with Israeli markings, as the IDF fitted a 
substantial number of them with adapters to 
accept the German MG 34 GPMG in the 
early 1950s. 

Bren gunners carried a small web wallet 
that contained an oil bottle, pull-through 
cleaning rod, scrapers for cleaning the gas 
system, broken-case extractor, and tin of 
spare parts (rarely needed). This kit could 
also be fitted into the spare barrel bag (often 
mistakenly advertised as Sten gun cases) 
which also held a combination tool and 
wood-handled cleaning rods. The spare bar¬ 
rel was marked with an “S” after the serial 
number. The Bren sling was a lengthened 
version of the Enfield rifle’s, with 360- 
degree spring-hooks added to each end. 

As the war progressed, a simplified Mk 2 
model was introduced to reduce production 
cost and time. The one-piece stainless-steel 
flash suppressor/gas block/barrel sleeve 
was fabricated in three components with 
only the gas block in stainless steel. The 
elaborate cupped gas-exhaust shield was re¬ 


placed by a piece of flat stock. The rear sight 
became a leaf type mounted on top of the 
receiver. Numerous lightening cuts were 
eliminated from the gas cylinder/receiver 
body. The retracting handle could no longer 
be folded. The buttstock was modified in 
configuration and by removal of the folding 
butt strap and the fixture for the handle on 
the bottom. Access to the recoil spring was 
provided through a capped opening in the 
buttplate. With the exception of the rear 
sights, all the new parts are compatible with 
the Mk 1 Bren. Unfortunately, the changes 
resulted in an increase in weight from 22 
lbs. 2 oz. to 23 lbs. 3 oz. Most of these 
modifications were gradually introduced 
into production well before the official 
change in the Mark designation. 

As the Mk 2 Bren manufactured by Inglis 
in Canada in caliber 7.92mm for the 
Nationalist Chinese was the first version 
chambered for that cartridge, the receiver is 
marked “7.92 BREN Mk. 1” — more than 
a little bewildering to Americans unaccus¬ 
tomed to British ordnance nomenclature. I 
have an Inglis 7.92mm Bren that was manu¬ 
factured without a serial number on the re¬ 
ceiver or any indication as to manufacturer. 
It was part of a CIA contract and intended 
for use at the Bay of Pigs. Many of them 
also saw service in Southeast Asia where 
they were held in high regard by the mem¬ 
bers of SOG fortunate enough to draw them. 
A serial number, taken from that of the 
barrel, was added with a Moto tool to mine 
by Interarms at the behest of the BATF. 

Toward the end of WWII, the Mk 3 Bren 
was inaugurated. It further simplified pro¬ 
duction. The barrel length was cut back 2 3 /4 
inches to 22.25 inches overall and the 
weight reduced to 19 lbs. 5 oz. 

Most of the Mk 3 Brens were eventually 
converted to 7.62mm NATO caliber. Using 
Mk 2 and Mk 3 Bren guns, the 7.62mm 
NATO L4 series, as it is called, passed 
through six variations (A1 through A6) and 
a proposed seventh. The L4A3 (converted 
Mk II) and the L4A4 (converted Mk 111) are 
the most common. Both feature a new 
chrome-plated barrel with an improved 
flash hider, modified magazine well with a 
30-rd. magazine (interchangeable with the 
20-rd. Commonwealth FAL magazine), re¬ 
placement magazine catch, ejector block, 
bolt (the Canadian 7.92mm bolt can be 
used), extractor and rear sight. Numerous 
modifications were made to the receiver, 
and a bipod sleeve cover was added to shield 
the flash from the gas-cylinder ports. A coat 
of Enfield’s semi-gloss black paint and 
small red enamel blocks on the receiver’s 
left and right sides with “7.62mm 5 ’ painted 
thereon complete the L4 conversion. RSAF 
(Royal Small Arms Factory, Enfield Loch) 
still offers this service to its clients. Sup- 
posedy replaced in British Army service by 
the L7A2 GPMG (RSAF version of the FN 
MAG), the L4 Brens are still very much 
preferred by elite groups, such as the SAS, 
as they are almost three pounds lighter. 
They were used with great effect by the 
Royal Marine Commandos in the recent 
real-estate dispute in the Falklands. 
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No LMG is easier to disassemble than the 
Bren gun. Remove the magazine and check 
the chamber. Place the bolt and piston group 
in the closed position by pulling on the 
trigger and easing the retracting handle for¬ 
ward. Remove the barrel. Using the tip of a 
cartridge, push the receiver locking pin, 
located at the top rear of the receiver body, 
out to the right until it stops. Slide the butt 
and trigger off the receiver body. With the 
barrel-nut latch completely closed, with¬ 
draw the piston and bolt group out the rear 
of the receiver. Pull the bolt rearward and 
lift it off the piston extension. Twist the 
receiver body a quarter-turn counter¬ 
clockwise to separate the bipod. Reassem¬ 
ble in the reverse order. Make certain the 
barrel-nut latch is open when sliding the butt 
and trigger group back onto the receiver 
body. 

The rifle and the machine gun are still the 
principal killing tools of the infantry. The 
section, or squad, is the smallest infantry 
unit equipped and organized to fight on its 
own. Each eight-man British infantry sec¬ 
tion had one Bren gun, which every man in 
the section was trained to use. The section, 
in turn, was divided into a rifle group and an 
LMG group. The Bren gunner, called No. 
1, carried the gun and five magazines. He 
fired the gun according to the fire direction 
given by the squad leader or by the No. 2 
(assistant gunner). No. 2 actually com¬ 
manded the LMG group. His primary func¬ 
tions were to (1) observe, correct and direct 
fire, (2) supply the gun with ammunition (he 
carried the other eight spare magazines) and 
(3) provide liaison between the squad leader 
and the Bren group. Another 12 magazines 
were dispersed among the rifle group. 

During WWII, fire and movement be¬ 
came the basis of all small-unit infantry 
tactics. The infantry can seldom move into 
the final assault position without receiving 
fire from the enemy. As a consequence, 
whenever a group is moving forward, others 
must provide fire support to inhibit enemy 
reaction. While artillery, mortars, tanks or 
aircraft are often called upon to serve in this 
role, the squad’s machine gun can most 
quickly produce accurate fire support 
wherever and whenever needed. Making 
the best possible use of ground and cover, 
the most important element of this concept 
is that before one group moves, the other 
must be in firing position ready to open fire 
at once, or actually firing. The final assault 
is usually taken to the enemy by the rifle¬ 
men, with the machine gun in support, but 
the Bren gun can be effectively fired in 
three- to four-round bursts in the hip-assault 
position if the sling is properly employed 
and the gunner keeps his weight well for¬ 
ward over the weapon. The carrying handle 
should be swung out to the side and used by 
the left hand for muzzle support and control. 
The trigger should be tapped each time the 
left foot hits the ground. The Bren is entirely 
too heavy for shoulder firing except for 
emergency snap-shooting. 

But the Bren, like all LMGs, is best em¬ 
ployed from its bipod in the prone position 


The Bren machine gun has been around for 
a while. Although it was the main light 
machine gun in WWII, the Bren shows no 
sign of being phased out. It still does the 
job. 

behind low cover. In this position, the left 
hand should press down over the top for¬ 
ward end of the buttstock which has been 
contoured for this purpose. When firing 
from high cover (an embankment, boulders, 
defensive wall, etc.) it may be necessary to 
fold the bipod legs. 

Single rounds may be fired from the Bren 
to disguise the presence of an automatic 
weapon. Burst length depends upon the 
target, the range and the skill level of the 
gunner. Bursts of two to three rounds pro¬ 
vide the greatest accuracy potential and 
smallest group dispersion. Bursts of four to 
five rounds increase the hit probability on 
moving targets and are easier for the assis¬ 
tant gunner to observe for fire redirect. 

When mounted on the tripod, the Bren 
gun may be fired on fixed lines. If the tripod 
has been secured by sand bags and the T&E 


mechanism clamps left undisturbed, the gun 
can be removed and remounted and the 
target accurately engaged even when firing 
from defilade. More commonly the tripod is 
used when firing within fixed limits by 
means of its two traversing clamps. The 
same effect can be obtained when firing 
from the bipod by means of limit stakes set 
on either side of the barrel in front of the 
bipod legs. 

I have owned and fired Bren guns for a 
decade now. The only stoppages ever incur¬ 
red in tens of thousands of rounds were a 
direct result of over-age and very tired sur¬ 
plus ammunition. However, even in this 
regard, the Bren is far more forgiving of 
faulty ammo than the Vicker’s less flexible 
lock mechanism. Other than barrels worn 
out by normal usage, I have never had call 
for a single part. 

Proven in the crucible of war for more 
than four decades, the Bren needs no test 
and evaluation from me or any other 
weapons technician. It is the best magazine- 
fed light machine gun ever-produced. It will 
continue to be that far into the future. 
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80F VIETNAM 


ffiWS GRUNTS 

Some Sat in Saigon; Others Opted for Action 

by Bob Poos 

Photos: AP/Wide World 


V IETNAM War correspondents came in 
two shades: those who did and those 
who did not. That is, those who went out 
into the war with the grunts and did the 
things they did in order to get the. closeup 
story of the war, and those who remained 
behind in Saigon and wrote what they could 
learn and observe from that vantage point. 

Those who stayed in Saigon were not all 
cowards afraid of getting hurt. Most were, 
but not all. And they had a precedent for 
doing what they did. That was essentially 
how World Wars I and II and the Korean 
conflict were covered. Military authorities 
tried to keep correspondents out of real dan¬ 
ger. In those wars, correspondents were 
under military discipline and had little 
choice about where they could go. This was 
not always the case of course; Floyd Gib¬ 
bons lost an eye to a bullet with the Marines 
in Belleau Wood in WWI and Ernie Pyle 
was killed on the island of Ie Shima in 
WWII. But they were exceptions to a great¬ 
ly enforced and accepted rule. 

Photographers were another matter. They 
had to be where the action was in order to 
get authentic pictures, although the majority 
of combat photos taken in both world wars 
and Korea were shot by military combat 
photographers. Joe Rosenthal of the Associ¬ 
ated Press is one example of what civilian 
news-service photographers accomplished, 
with his famous photo of the Marines rais¬ 
ing the flag on Iwo Jima. 

Vietnam was entirely different. For a 
reason I have never been able to learn, the 
decision was made by the top command to 
leave it up to the newsmen themselves to 
determine how to operate. There were vir- 

ABOVE: Shrapnel doesn’t discriminate: 
Grimacing with pain, AP photographer 
Henri Huet lies in a trench at Con Thien 
after being hit by shell fragments during a 
communist bombardment of a Marine 
outpost. 

RIGHT: Newsmen missing in Laos: 
Photographers Henri Huet of AP (left), 
Larry Burrows of Life Magazine (right) and 
Kent Potter pose for pictures before leaving 
on their last assignment. All were lost when 
their helicopter was shot down near the 
Laotian border on 9 February 1971. 
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tually no restrictions on where one could go 
or to whom one could talk. 

A man’s (and some very few women’s) 
physical courage and desire to see the war 
were the only limiting factors. 

A sizable majority, needless to say, pre¬ 
ferred to remain among the relative safety 
and certain comforts of Saigon but a few of 
us covered the war on foot with notebook, 
pencil and camera. 

To illustrate: One day in 1965 a very fine 
combat correspondent named Paul Dean, 
then of the Arizona Republic and now of the 
Los Angeles Times , and I were out on an 
operation with a company of the 7th 
Marines. Twilight began to throw shadows 
and the company came to a halt and set out a 
perimeter. Paul and I had done this many 
times before so we hastily began scooping a 
two-man foxhole out of the soft, sandy dirt 
of Vietnam’s Piedmont region just inside 
the coastal area of II Corps. 

Flareships — C-123s and C-47s — drop¬ 
ped their aerial illumination, the cannisters 
eventually thunking to the ground around 
us, their cargo’s ghastly green light throw¬ 
ing flickering shadows. We expected a mor¬ 
taring, which came, but meanwhile to pass 
the time, since the flares interfered with 
sleep, we began making a list of correspon¬ 
dents who went regularly into the field. 

There were about 350 newsmen and 
women in Vietnam at this early stage of the 
war. Our count stopped at 34 names. 

Correspondents had various motives for 
doing what they did and how they did it. 
Men like the inseparable Dana Stone and 
Sean Flynn (son of the late actor Errol) used 
to say, “We want to get rich and famous.” 
They didn’t do that. They turned up missing 
in Cambodia late during the war there and 
haven’t been heard from since. 

I don’t know anybody in the print media 
who got “rich and famous” out of covering 
Southeast Asia. However, some TV repor¬ 
ters (Dan Rather, Morley Safer, Ron Nes- 
son) used it as a stepping stone to fame and 
fortune, some reporters for large newspap¬ 
ers and magazines went for career advance¬ 
ment, and some famous newspaper col¬ 
umnists visited Vietnam briefly: I don’t 
know of any who went out into the fighting. 

The reporters and photographers for the 
two major wire servies, AP and UPI, were 
the real news grunts of Vietnam, just as they 
are back here in this world. For one thing, 
they did double-duty. A reporter was ex¬ 
pected to carry cameras and turn out pic¬ 
tures suitable for competition with the other 
service. A photographer had to make notes 
and be debriefed by one of the combat cor¬ 
respondents who would write the story. 

The wire services wanted, and expected 
to get routinely, reports and photos from the 
fighting as well as from MACV, which was 
covered mostly by the bureau chiefs or com¬ 
bat correspondents who happened to be in 
Saigon for a few days. AP Bureau Chief Ed 
White made a joke out of it when I got there. 
Glancing over my AP records, he said: “I 
see you were in the Marine infantry during 
the Korean War. Do you like that sort of 
thing?’ ’ I replied that I didn’t know if I liked 
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it or not, but the Marines made you skillful 
at it. 

“Good,” he said, “because that’s what 
you’re going to be doing. ’ ’ Why not? That’s 
what everybody else in the AP and UPI did, 
including Ed, when he could. 

Despite the fact that we were all tough 
competitors, we were also all close friends. 

What did they, the media warriors expos¬ 
ing communism and the war to Americans 
back home, actually do over there? 1 can 
recall what a couple of them did. Henri 
Huett, AP photographer: You’ve probably 
never heard of him, although he won several 
awards in Vietnam. For my money, he was 
one of the five or six finest photographers to 
cover the war. But Henri wasn’t just another 
photo-journalist covering Vietnam. In a 
sense he was Vietnam. His father was 
French and his mother Vietnamese. Henri 
was bom on a tea plantation near Pleiku and 
he frequently walked over the same ground 
his dad hunted tigers on years ago. 

One day at a village called An Thi, just 
shy of the highlands, Henri and I were lying 
in a trench over which a great many bullets 
snapped and which was being punished on 
the one hand by North Vietnamese 60mm 
mortars and on the other by short rounds 
from U.S. 105s. Three of these short 105 
shells burst on impact inches away, just 
outside the trench parapet, making us bleed 
from the ears and nose. 


What did they, the media 
warriors exposing 
communism and the war to 
Americans back home, 
actually do over there? 


Henri turned his head and said through 
sand-caked lips: “Bawb. I don’t theenk we 
geet out of here.” I groaned: “Please don’t 
say that, Henri,” because I had an enor¬ 
mous respect for this man’s judgment in 
such things. Henri had been a photographer 
with the French Foreign Legion in an earlier 
Vietnam War. He gave a humorless smile 
and said, “C’est la guerre .” But he and I 
did make it out of there, thanks to the match¬ 
less courage of the 7th Cavalry. 

Another time Henri didn’t. He took one 
chopper ride too many. 

I cannot begin to name all the correspon¬ 
dents who did it for a living in Southeast 
Asia. But some of them should be named 
and here are a few whom I knew best and 
will never forget: 

John Wheeler, Peter Arnett, George 
Esper, Bob Ohman, Huett of the AP, Joe 
Galloway of UPI, Paul Dean and Don De- 
dura — both of the Arizona Republic (that 
paper had a way of sending good people 
over there) — Leon Daniel, Steve Northup. 
Seve Van Meter, Sawada (also killed) of 
UPI, Pete Braestrup — who worked for 
both the New York Times and Washington 
Post and later authored Big Story ; a defini¬ 
tive analysis of Tet offensive press coverage 


PRESS ESCORTS 

Maximum disclosure with minimum 
delay. Get the newsmen to the action. 
Scrounge transportation, run interfer¬ 
ence with the unit commander and let the 
newsmen get their stories, flicks and TV 
footage. Simple enough, I thought, and 
it sure beat hell out of walking point with 
a grunt outfit. I reported to the III Marine 
Amphibious Force in Danang for duty as 
a Press Escort Officer. 

Early in the Vietnam War, the reac¬ 
tion from unit commanders in contact 
with the enemy was something like this: 
“Jesus Christ, just what I need: a REMF 
escorting a hippie reporter out hereto get 
his head blown off or to ask me a lot of 
damn-fool questions about how J feel 
about the U S. involvement in Viet¬ 
nam.” 

And from the newsman’s viewpoint, a 
Marine holding his hand on a search and 
destroy operation smacked of cen¬ 
sorship. Both views were incorrect. An 
escort had no power to deny a reporter 
anything and many newsmen proved 
themselves perfectly capable in the field 
while providing daily coverage of the 
Vietnam War. 

To get to ’Nam, a newsman (or 
woman) had to be accredited by the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Pub¬ 
lic Affairs, or OASD-PA. Obtaining 
accreditation simply required a written 
request on a news-gathering organiza¬ 
tion’s letterhead. These ran the gamut 
from the New York Times to the Bent 
Kidney Bugle , from network TV crews 
to the wet-behind-the-ears kid whose old 
man had a small radio station back 
home. 

And all kinds came to the field. There 
were professionals, glory-seekers, bla¬ 
tant anti-war activists and at least one 
free-lancer who could eat more C- 
Rations than a squad of Marines. Some 
came prepared for the field and others 
apparently thought each grunt unit had 
an Abercrombie & Fitch outlet ready to 
provide them with the latest in safari 
gear. 

In 1966, the Da Nang Press Center was 
established by the Marines who were 
almost exclusively doing the fighting in 1 
Corps. The idea was to provide hotel, 
restaurant, bar, communication facili¬ 
ties and a press escorts for civilian news¬ 
men who came north to cover the 
Marines. It was my base of operations 
for a year. Initially we tried to take news¬ 
men on as many operations as possible 
but that proved inefficient. No enemy 
contact, no story It was just a walk in 
the sun. Also, we needed more escorts. 

Col. Tom Fields, a short, cocky, ex¬ 
tremely sharp Marine Raider in WWII 
and a Korean War vet, asked me what 
type of Marines I wanted to organize into 
a full-time escort section in the Combat 
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Information Bureau (CIB), the official 
title of the Danang Press Center. “For¬ 
mer Drill Instructors,” I replied. “They 
know the Corps, they can talk to unit 
commanders, they can scrounge, and 
they won’t be tempted to help write their 
stories or expose their film. ’ ’ 

Staff Sgts. Foster Knight,; Richard 
Schaad and Bill Evans arrived shortly, 
just off the drill field. They escorted 
newsmen to the war, earning the respect 
of the newsmen and unit commanders, 
scrounged what they needed, and han¬ 
dled after-hours disciplinary problems in 
a bar catering to newsmen and Press 
Center Marines from private to colonel. 
They became known as “Tucker’s 
Gorillas” and they were damoried good. 

To prevent walks in the sun, we moni¬ 
tored upcoming operations. If a unit was 
going into an area known for enemy 
contact, we alerted the civilian newsmen 
to be prepared to go to the field the 
following day. No code naihe, unit, 
location or size of operation was given, 
but if interested, be prepared. 

If significant enemy contact was 
made, we usually went in on Medevac 
choppers because this didn’t require 
bringing in additional helicopters and it 
got the newsmen to the action. Often it 
was a hot LZ. Escort and newsmen 
jumped off. The wounded were loaded 
on. 

When the newsmen got their cover¬ 
age, we usually caught a resupply bird 
after it dropped its load. If choppers 
were grounded by weather, newsmen 
were sometimes stuck with the unit until 
the weather improved. 

Few “would-be” newsmen went out 
the second time but many of the pros saw 
more combat than the average grunt. By 
the end of my first tour, I went with these 
guys on 16 multi^battalion operations 
and 51 smaller ones. Newsmen and 
other escorts made more than I did. 
Some correspondents went out on their 
own after the escort service started. A 
press card was a plane ticket and they 
went to the news. One small group drove 
from Da Nang to the DMZ, approx¬ 
imately 100 air miles, in 1965, paying a 
Viet Cong road tax enroute. 

Camaraderie developed between 
press escorts and civilian newsmen that 
continues today. Good times and bad are 
occasionally rehashed over a cool one 
(no longer bah-moui-bah, or “33” 
beer). Like the time former UPI corres¬ 
pondent Joe Galloway (now with U.S. 
News and World Report) made a rash 
statement about the inability of his press 
escort to get a helicopter during Opera¬ 
tion Texas. 

Two press escorts and about a half- 
dozen newsmen had ‘ ‘hitchhiked’' from 
Da Nang to Chu Lai on an unscheduled 
fixed-wing, then caught a chopper to the 
Tam Ky area and were dropped on a hill 
about two klicks (kilometers) away from 


one hellacious fire fight. No choppers 
available. Almost dusk. Angry news¬ 
men. 

During a break in the conversation 
between the senior U.S. and Vietnamese 
officers in I Corps, the press escort asked 
about the possibility of diverting a cou¬ 
ple of Medevac choppers overflying 
their position en.route to the fire fight. 
After explaining his situation, he re¬ 
ceived a “yes” and a few remarks about 
the judgment of the entire group. 

By the time the escort assured Gallo¬ 
way that helicopters were coming, dark¬ 
ness was falling, along with newsmen’s 
hopes of getting to the action. 

Rather outspoken in his.younger days, 
Galloway told his escort, “If you get a 
helicopter pilot to fly us into that mess 
after dark, I’ll kiss your ass in the middle 
of Ddc-Lap [Da Nang’s main drag].” 
The words were scarcely out of his 
mouth when blinking lights appeared on 
the horizon and the beat of UH-34 rotor 
blades could be heard. 

Galloway, a couple of others and a 
press escort jumped on the first chopper, 
with the rest of the group loading aboard 
number two. Galloway’s chopper 
started taking ground fire on the way in, 
and the pilot radioed the crew chief to 
pass the word that he would take it down 
to jumping distance but would not touch 
down. 

Spiraling down rapidly, it was only 
seconds until the crew shief yelled above 
the deafening noise, “Jump!” The 
second chopper was waved off. Gallo¬ 
way and crew were face-down in a rice 
paddy, caught in the middle of a fire 
fight. 

Always the inquisitive reporter, 
Galloway asked his escort, ‘‘OK, smart 
ass, which way do we go?” 

Doc-Lap came to mind, but I sug¬ 
gested, “When you hear the AK, crawl 
the other way.” 

It usually takes a case of beer to ade¬ 
quately discuss the time Bob Poos of 
AJP, British photographer Tim Page and 
French photographer Alain Taieb got 
their butts in a sling at a Buddhist pagoda 
in May 1966, during a rebellion in Da 
Nang (see “Bad Night at Tien Hoi Pago¬ 
da,” SOF, November ’83). A rebel had 
contacted the Free World Press Corps 
and led them to believe there was going 
to be a monk-fry (immolation) at the 
pagoda. Hours passed with no volun¬ 
teers coming forward with gasoline and 
matches. 

Poos, Page and Taieb were inside one 
of the few remaining rebel positions, 
being surrounded by Vietnamese 
Marines and airborne troops sent in from 
Saigon to quell the rebellion. (U.S. 
forces were ordered to remain in their 
compounds as it was a mini-civil war 
between Vietnamese factions.) As the 
three started easing out of the area, 
shooting erupted. They were wounded 


by a rebel-fired grenade, and caught in a 
three-way cross-fire. 

Ron Nesson got the word of their 
plight back to the Press Center. In viola¬ 
tion of orders from COMUSMACV, a 
couple of press escorts and a visiting 
Marine went in by jeep and came out 
with a paylbad of nine, including two 
wounded Vietnamese children. (Rumor 
has it that one of the newsmen owed 
piasters to one of the Marines.) 

In a pinch, newsmen have been 
known to lend a hand in a fire fight. 
Going in with a relief platoon to pull out 
a small unit that had been ambushed 
during Operation Hastings in July 1966, 
AP’s Bob Ohman and a press escort 
were carrying a wounded Marine to a 
chopper. Both were knocked down by 
the concussion of an enemy mortar 
round that air-conditioned the helo, but 
scratched neither. 

TheNVA hit again. The relief platoon 
was pinned down in a large patch of 
elephant grass. “Charlie” had a 
12.7mm machine gun in the edge of the 
jungle and his mortarman, set up on a 
nearby hill, made himself known. 

After some discussion, the press 
escort convinced Ohman to don a helmet 
and a flak jacket taken from a dead 
Marine. Ohman was also given an M14 
and asked to lend a hand. The Marines 
fought their way out, carrying their dead 
and wounded'(with Ohman’s help), The 
following morning back at the battalion 
command post, Ohman’s helmet saved 
his life. 

A sister service’s artillery battery was 
softening the area around the LZ before 
the Medevac came in. Due perhaps to 
poor quality control back in the States, 
one round of the 155mm barrage was 
short. A golf-ball-sized fragment cen¬ 
tered bn the front of Ohman’s helmet, 
ricocheted off and knocked his press 
escort down. Escorts and media reps 
shared a lot in ’Nam. Ohman has the 
badly dented helmet and fragment. The 
escort has a picture of the fragment held 
in Ohman’s hand. 

A few days later, the escort learned 
that Ohman had taken a short break on 
the M14 and took one more pic that is 
still treasured after 18 years. 

Media coverage of the Vietnam War 
has been cussed and disussed. However, 
I feel that. Eddie Adams’ “extension 
pic’ ’ and the six o’ clock TV news suc¬ 
cessful ly destroyed the post-WWII 
movie myths about the glory and honor 
of combat. The American public now 
knows that the price is paid with life and 
limb. Try to imagine public reaction to 
the Peleliu, Tarawa, Normandy and 
other WW1I invasions, had they been 
televised into America's living rooms. 

Thanks, feo^Ghis.... y 


Fred Tucker 
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— Rick Merron of both UPI and AP, Steven 
Stibbens — assigned from the Marines to 
Stars and Stripes , who later worked for AP 

— free-lancer Kathy Leroi, Mai Browne — 
an ABC reporter when 1 knew him — Joe 
Treaster, who went from the 1st Cavalry 
Division PIO shop to the New York Times. 

Many of us differed vastly in our political 
viewpoints and thoughts about the war and 
its justification, or lack of it. That didn’t 


prevent us from being a band of brothers, 
maybe closer than brothers. 

The Marines like to proclaim gloriously 
— and with reason — that they are “The 
Few, the Proud.” The combat newsmen in 
Vietnam had a less noble slogan. Its 
acronym was TW AP: Terrified Writers And 
Photographers. The TWAPs had a chal¬ 
lenge and a counter sign: “I’m a TWAP and 
will you stick with me?” 


“Working, working” (words that had to 
be bellowed again and again during con¬ 
versations over the shaky MACV com¬ 
munications system in order to ensure not 
being cut off), “In a pig’s ass I will.” 

The one who failed to give the challenge 
or utter the proper response had to buy the 
drinks. ^ 


JOHN HOAGLAND 

John Hoagland was the quintessence 
of a war photographer. Brave, resource¬ 
ful, skilled at his craft, modest almost to 
a fault, friendly and — I keep coming 
back to that word — brave. 

The first time I met Hoagland, I had 
done something fairly remarkable for a 
reporter in E] Salvador those days: 
obtained a ride in a military helicopter to 
where the fighting was, at the time high 
atop a volcano near San Vicente City, 
about 40 miles northeast of the capital of 
San Salvador. 

Hoagland appeared from somewhere, 
grinning, handsome with his clipped 
military-style moustache, and said, 
“Mind if I tag along?” I thought it 
would be just great to have a companion 
who spoke something other than Span¬ 
ish, which I speak, but imperfectly. 

Hoagland said, “We haven’t met yet, 
but I’m John Hoagland, contract photo¬ 
grapher for Gamma-Liaison. Most of 
my stuff gets in Newsweek. ” 

I later learned that was an understate¬ 
ment, just the sort of thing that one came 
to expect of John Hoagland, when one 
got to know him. He was the Newsweek 
photographer in El Salvador, all of Cen¬ 
tral America for that matter. And a very 
good job of it he did, too. 

Bui that day iri 1981, we leaped 
aboard the chopper, which deposited us 
on the slope of a volcano outside San 
Vincente, and we joined up with the 
troops from Bravo Company, First 
Battalion, Fifth Brigade, Army of El 
Salvador. And not long after we got 
there, the shit hit the fan. We had a long, 
lung-busling hike up to an abandoned, 
hundreds-of-years-old stone farmhouse. 
It was surrounded by a stone wall. We 
did not know it when we stopped to take 
a breather with the troops, but we, too, 
were surrounded— and vastly outnum¬ 
bered—-by several hundred communist 
guerrillas. 

They launched an attack upon Bravo 
Company, an attack preceded by mortar 
fire and a lashing from heavy machine 
guns. 

The infantry assault followed. It was 
repulsed by the badly outnumbered 
troopers from Bravo Co. 

I was crouching behind the stone wall, 
trying to take pictures with my old Nikon 
camera, 

Hoagland was uprighl. snapping 



Killed in action: John Hoagland, a 
photographer working on contract for 
Newsweek magazine, was killed in El 
Salvador during fighting between 
government troops and communist 
rebels. 

photos in all directions. Hundreds of 
bullets missed him and he ignored them 
all, just as he had the incoming mortar 
rounds. 

He was simply doing his job. 
Throughout his short, 36-year life, he 
did it well, he did it all the way and he 
did it all the time. 

On my next trip to Central America, 
he looked me up. “Got a line on chop¬ 
pers going up to the fun?” he asked, 
laughing. As it happened, I did and we 
went. And so it continued through the 
three years 1 knew John Hoagland. He 
was always looking for the action, and 
inevitably he found it and left a memor¬ 
able record of published photos in News¬ 
week. 

The last time I saw John was at the 
beginning of March, once again in El 
Salvador. I was going to San Miguel, to 
visit an old friend, LTC Domingo Mon- 
terossa, newly named commander of 
that military district. 

I asked John if he wanted to “tag 
along.” 

He laughed and said, “Not me. I’m so 
short here that you wouldn’t believe it. 
The magazine’s sending me to Beirut. 
And you know what I told them? I said 
that 1 was going to spend all my time 
with the Marines. None of that getting 
shot-at-by-the-Muslims stuff for me. I 


figure with the Marines, you'll be as safe 
as you can be in this business.” 

And he added: “I’m going to get mar¬ 
ried. Come meet her.” 

1 did. She was, is, a beautiful E! Sal¬ 
vadoran woman, an employee of a tele¬ 
vision network. I grieve for her loss. 

But the Marines, John’s photo sub¬ 
jects, left Lebanon. 

He returned to El Salvador, to do his 
job. 

I hear he told colleagues there he was 
glad to be back, that Lebanon had not 
been a good trip. 

He resumed doing what he was paid 
and self-trained to do: Taking pictures of 
the fighting in a hot war. 

Just outside Suehitoto, some 18 miles 
outside the capital of San Salvador, and 
not far from the helicopter landing zone 
where we were introduced, John met his 
fate. A bullet fired by the communist 
insurgents. 

His official obituary reads: “Hoag¬ 
land, an experienced and well-respected 
combat photographer, lived and worked 
in El Salvador since August 1980. He 
was slightly injured in January 1981, 
when the car in which he was traveling 
hit a landmine.” 

Experienced, well-liked and well- 
respected, John Hoagland certainly was. 
But whoever wrote that he was “slightly 
injured ” obviously has never been hit by 
shrapnel. One is never “slightly in¬ 
jured” when that happens. One is damn 
badly injured and he is scared as hell that 
he’s going to die. 

An eye witness said that John lived 
only for a few seconds after being hit by 
the bullet. That, at least, was a blessing. 
He did not have to suffer. 

Another war correspondent, named 
Rudyard Kipling, wrote many years ago 
the perfect epitaph for John Hoagland, 
one which should be remembered by the 
soldiers whom John covered and the 
photographers and correspondents with 
whom he worked. 

“I’ve eat’n your bread and salt. 

“I’ve drunk your water and wine. 

“The lives ye’ve led. I’ve lived be¬ 
side. 

“And the deaths ye’ve died are 
mine.” 

Goodbye/Jotan. It was an ho nor and a 
privilege to have known and worked 
with you 

— Bob Poos 
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□ N3B ARCTIC PARKA 

For extreme cold weather and 
tested m Alaska and arctic 
regions. These are not G.l. 
types or copies. Sage green } 
color, cotton & nylon shell 
with synthetic fur hood. 
Storage pocket and pen 
holder on sleeve. Weighs j 

4 lbs. FSN 8415-899-0380 I 

S, M. L, add $7.00 for XL I 


□ M-6S WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE S49.9S 
FIELD JACKET ALL SIZE SALE 

Outer shell 50% cotton/50% nylon, lining is 
100% cotton Hideaway hood in collar, waist 
drawstring, heavy duty brass zipper 
FSN 8415-00-782-2943 XS. S. M. L, XL 

□ M-65 FIELD JACKET. ORIGINAL G.L $49.95 
O.D. GREEN WOODLAND OR DESERT TAN 
Don't confuse w/older types Latest GI issue 
nylon/cotton construction and quarpel water 
repellent (only available to U S Govt ) All jack¬ 
ets have hideaway zipper hood FSN 8415- 
00-782-2939 XS. S. M. L, add S5 00 for XL. 


For those of you who are wondering about those 
numbers preceded by either FSN or NSN, these 
represent Federal Stock Number & NATO Stock 
Number, respectively. These are the numbers the 
Government orders from! It guarantees 
the Real McCoy, not a copy) 

MILITARY 

CLOTHING AND HATS 

□ BRITISH ARMY TYPE COMBAT SWEATER $19.95 
Reinforced shoulders & elbows, available in 
O.D. Green or Black. S, M. L or XL. 100% 
washable acrylic No Itching 


MA-I U.SAF. 
FLYING JACKET 


□ N2B ARCTIC PARKA $7 

The ultimate cold weather jacket. Synthetic 
fur lined hood & trim. Sage green nylon shell 
w/elastic knit cuffs & waistband. Attached 
heavy hood that zips back for flat wear. FSN 
1615-524-3060. XS. S, M, L, add $5.00 forXL. 


□ MA-I U.S.A.F FLYING JACKET S44 

Nylon Shell w/reversible international orange 
lining. Two inner & two outer pockets, zipped 
pocket & pen holders on left sleeve Knit col¬ 
lar. cuffs & waistband Specify black or sage 
green FSN 1615-522-6014 Sizes XS. S, M. L. 
add S5 00 for XL 


□ ORIGINAL G.l. 5 BUTTON SWEATER $19.95 
100% Acrylic in O.D. Green or Black. S. M, L or XL. 

□ TIGER STRIPE FATIGUES $29.95/set 

100% cotton, 2 pocket shirt & 4 pocket pants 

□ TIGER STRIPE FATIGUES $29.95/set 

100% cotton, 2 pocket shirt & 4 pocket pants 

THE FOLLOWING FATIGUES are reinforced at all 
stress points — knees, backside, elbows, etc. Made 
of heavy duty construction. 50% cotton/50% nylon, 
Jackets have 4 pockets, pants have 6 pockets with 
adjustable waist straps, belt loops and ankle draw 
strings 

□ DAY DESERT CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/set 

FATIGUES Latest Issue FSN 8415-01-102-6766 

S, M. L. add $4.00 forXL. 

□ DAY DESERT PANTS or JACKET ONLY $28.95 ea 
S, M. L, add $2.00 forXL 

□ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/set 

FATIGUES Latest Issue. FSN 8415-01-084-1647 

S, M. L add $4 00 for XL 

□ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $28.95 ea 

PANTS or JACKET S, M. L, add S2.00 for XL 


□ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE T-SHIRT 
50% Cotton/50% Polyester. 

100% Cotton, O.D. Green. 


□ M-65 LINERS $19.95 

New quilted cold weather liners, latest Govt, 
issue. XS, S, M. L. add $2.00 forXL. 

□ G.l. RAIN PONCHO O.D. GREEN $19.95 

□ G.l. CAMOUFLAGE PONCHO LINERS $29.95 

□"BOONIES" ORIGINAL G.l. 
CAMO JUNGLE HAT 
With large brass screen vents. 
Specify; Wood-land. Day Desert, 
O D Green or USMC Camo rip-stop. 
Sizes. 7, 7Vi, 7Yi, 7V« $11.95 


□ CHIPPEWA MODEL 990 

Current special forces — GREEN BERET boor. 

The ultimate survivalist or soldier of fortune 

boot. • Complete leather lining • Comfort. 

durability • Felt for sweat, warmth & cool JflQHf) 

(2 pair) • Adaptable for ski bindings • 

(groove in heel & square toe) • Padded 

ankle protection • 18 oz. of leather 

where other boots normally 

have 6 oz. (triple thickness of AMM 

leather) • Seamless pattern — ^***^®\ 

no seams on inside of boot • Non-breakable studs 

• U.S. made • Size range 7-13, half sizes, widths D 

or E. FSN #8430-00458-0267 

plus $3.50 shipping. SPECIAL PRICE $95.00 

SHERWOOD'S T-SHIRTS 

□ SRT-01 $5.95* 

MAC SOG SPECIAL FORCES 

Yellow, Red, Green on White Shirt. 

□ SRT-02 $5.95* 

DE OPRESSO LIBER SPECIAL FORCES 

Black on Kelly Green Shirt. 

□ SRT-03 $5.95* 

C.C.C SPECIAL FORCES 

Black, Yellow, Red, Green on Green Ringer 

□ SRT-OB $5.95* 

EUROPEAN SPECIAL FORCES 

Black on Khaki Shirt. 

□ SRT-011 $5.95* 

AIRBORNE - DEATH FROM ABOVE 

Black on Gray Shirt 

*2 or more S5.50 ea. Please indicate: S, M, L XL. 


WOODLAND 

CAMOUFLAGE 

FATIGUES 


□ O.D. GREEN RIP-STOP FATIGUES $49.95/set 
S, M, L. add $2.00 forXL 

USMC Issue, cotton/nylon, FSN 8415- 
00-935-4708 S. M, L. add 54.00 forXL 

□ O.D. GREEN RIP-STOP $26.95 ea 

PANTS OR JACKETS ONLY 100% COTTON 


□ G.l. COLD WEATHER CAP 
OR HELMET LINER 

65% Cotton, 35% Nylon, Insulated. 
Sizes: 6, / 7 : l/4, 7-1/2, 8. 


□ U.S.M.C. CAMOUFLAGE UTILITY CAP 
MIL-C-813, Type 11, 2 

Sizes: XS, S. M. L XL 


□ L28 LIGHTZONE XS, S, M, L $49.95 /XL $52.95 
FLYING JACKETS (LIGHTWEIGHT) 

FSN 8415-00-817-0598. NYLON shell, steel zipper. 
Knit collar, cuffs and waistband. Fully reversible. 
Sage green with international orange inside liner. 
Two outer pockets. Zipper pocket and pen holders 
on left sleeve. Epaulets on shoulders. 


□ ORIGINAL G.l. WOOL GLOVES, M,L 
O.D. WOOL SOCKS 
A cold weather necessity. 





GREAT GIFT GIVING 


COMBAT KNIVES & BAYONETS 

□ ORIGINAL U.S. M 1943 MACHETE $13.00 
new with scabbard. 18" blade 

□ USMC COMBAT KNIFE $22.00 

Parkenzed T blade original G.l, 

with feather sheath. New 

□ U.S. AIRFORCE ISSUE PILOT SURVIVAL $19.50 
KNIFE, NEW Complete with sharpening 

stone & leather scabbard. 5" blade 


□ SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONS FM-31-21 $5.00 
227 PGS. Complete field manual, illustrated 

□ SWAT TEAM MANUAL FM-1698, $12.00 

134 PGS. Operational procedures, tactics 

and theories for SWAT operations, illustrated. 

□ JUNGLE OPERATIONS FM-3I-35 $5.95 

114 PGS. Complete manual for tactical 
operations in jungle areas, illustrated. 

rn 


For the Outdoorsman 


□ U.S. AIR FORCE FISHING $1i 

SURVIVAL KIT V/i” x 2Va” x 1" 

FSN 7810-558-2685 for fresh or salt water fish¬ 
ing. Includes: Instruction booklet, watertight 
plastic case, 8 assorted flies, 2 treble hooks, 
straight shank hook, assorted leader packed. 
18 & 63 lb. nylon lines, assorted hooks, nee¬ 
dles, 8 — size 3 safety pins, 6 assorted spin¬ 
ners, baby copper, large chrome and red & 
white spoons. Illustration of leader knots & 
hitches, and a razor blade. 

□ RUGER 10/22 50 Rd. magazine- $2' 

SAVE $3.00- 

Lightweight. manufactured by Mitchell 


KAREN PRICE 
FORMERLY 
MISS FEB. 1981 

Now available and 
suitable for framing. 
Hang her up for just 
$2.50 plus $1.00 postage. 
+ handling. Order Now. 


□ GER8ER MARK II SURVIVAL KNIFE $59.50 
double edged 6 3 A" blade with leather scabbard 


□ COMBAT/CONCEALMENT HOLSTER - $14.95 
DON HUME MODEL II - SAVE $10.00 - 

Fits all .45 autos & Browning Hi-Powers, all 
leather. Specify left or Rt. hand 

□ I’A" LEATHER MILITARY SLINGS $15.95 ea 

Solid brass fittings, pre-oiied-finish, saddle 
leather, fits; M-l Garand. M14 (MIA), U.S. 

M1917 Enfield. Springfield OA & A3. 

Johnson Semi-Auto, Win 97, Win M-l 2 

□ LSA WEAPONS OIL, CASE SPECIAL $29.99 
Of 24 — 40Z. BOTTLES—SAVE $19.00 

□ CHAPMAN GUN SCREWDRIVER KIT $19.95 

Made of chrome nickel 
molybdenum alloy 
BHmiKA 7 steel. 2 phillips bits. 

jfloaas! handle, ratchet and alfen 
msm hex 12 <ntercnangeable 
mammaOB b ' ts w /parallel sides, 

gfflfflglRORllf I adapter. 


□ Ml- CARBINE MANUAL, $5.00 

TM-9-I276 178 PGS. 

Covers Ml, MIA, M2, & M3. Profusely illustrated. 

□ Ml- GARAND MANUAL, 74 PGS. $4.00 

TM-9-1005-222-35 Covers .30 cal Ml. M1C 

& MID sniper models, illustrated. 

□ M16A1 COLT FACTORY $5-95 

MAINTENANCE & REPAIR MANUAL 

Over 50 pgs. This original colt manual covers 
maintenance, disassembly, cleaning, inspec¬ 
tion & repair of rifle and bayonet. Spare parts, 
tools & accessories. 

□ M16 RIFLE 5.56 CAL. MANUAL, $5.00 

TM-9-1005-22-34 55 Pgs. Illustrated direct 

and general support technical manual. 

□ M16 RIFLE 5.56 CAL. MANUAL, $3.50 

TM-9-1005-249-12 55 Pgs. Illustrated operator 

& organizational maintenance manual. 

□ M14 7.62 CAL. GJ. TECHNICAL $4.00 

MANUAL, TM-9-1005-223-35 65 PGS. illustrated. 

□ FN LIGHT AUTOMATIC RIFLE, FACTORY $5.95 
MANUAL, 129 PGS. Illustrated manual 
includes 14" x 20" exploded parts view. 

□ VIET CONG BOOBYrRAPS, MINES AND $8.00 
MINE WARFARE TECHNIQUES. Illustrated 

Pub. by Department of the Army. TC5-3I 69 Pgs. 

SCOPES & MOUNTS 


□ GERBER MARK II SURVIVAL KNIFE $76.50 
Same features as Mark II. Also includes sharp¬ 
ening steel. 6%" Blade 

□ GERBER MARK II WITH BLACKENED $64.50 
63V' BLADE Includes leather scabbard 

□ GERBER MARK I SURVIVAL KNIFE $49.50 

Comes with combination bont/belt scabbard, 
quick release strap & double edged tempered 

4 ¥4" blade. 

□ COLTM7 AR15/M16 BAYONET $29.95 

& M8AJ SCABBARD 

Blade length 6." belt attach., sure-grip handle 
with COLT markings 


□ ORIGINAL U.S. ARMY $5.95 ea or $30.00/6 
FLASHLIGHTS 

2 cell. Extra H.D. flashlight, O.D. color, water¬ 
tight, belt clip, spare bulb and 3 extra lenses. 

Batt. not included. FSN 6230-264-826! 

□ G.l. LENSATIC COMPASS 
Comes with neck strap & “T 
G.l. nylon carrying case. ^ 1 
FSN 6605-151-5337 

$34.95 JI 


□ LIFE KNIFE COMMANDO $49.95 

The ultimate hollow handle survival knife. 6" 
Sawtooth blade of 440 stainless steel. Heavy-duty 
leather scabbard w/emergency survival parts, stores 
in handle. 


□ AIMPOINT ELECTRONIC SIGHT MKIIJ $159.00 
Includes 2 polarizing filters and variable in¬ 
tensity aiming point. No magnification, paral- 
lex-free. Just point & pull. Call about mounts. 

□ COLT AR 15/M 16 SCOPE MOUNT $14.95 

w/T RINGS Installs in Seconds 

□ COLT AR 15/M 16 MOUNT WITH $54.95 

BUSHNELL 4X SCOPE Includes Rings 

□ AR 15/M 16 MOUNT WITH BUSHNELL $67.95 

3X9 VARIABLE SCOPE Includes Rings 

□ M-I CARBINE SCOPE MOUNT $18.95 

W/1" RINGS No drilling or tapping, 

all steel construction 


□ U.S. M7 LEATHER 45 AUTO $19 

SHOULDER HOLSTER 

Black color — Rt. hand only, also fits Browning 
Hi-Power and S&W M-39. Brand new. Orig. 

G.l. FSN 1095-973-2353 

MISCELLANEOUS 

□ MILITARY STYLE GUN CARRYING CASES 
Heavy Duty water repellent, mildew resistant, 
O.D. green with black nylon web handles, 
zippered accessory pocket, fully padded with 
full length Heavy Duty self repairing zipper, 
lint-free corduro^Mg^ining 


□ STEINER BINOCULARS, 6X30G $159/ 

Performs brilliantly, extremely compact for nature 
and sports. Outstanding stereo optic effect. 


□ M-l CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL $55.95 
4 X SCOPE Rings Incl. 

□ M-1 CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL 

3X9 VARIABLE SCOPE Rings Incl. $68.95 

□ ORIGINAL COLT AR15/M16 3 X 20 $159.00 

SCOPE, NEW Installs in Seconds 

□ ORIGINAL COLT ARI5/M16 4 X 20 $180.00 

SCOPE, NEW 

□ ARMALITE AR-180 SCOPE MOUNT $49.95 
Instantly attaches to dovetail, no screws, 

clamps or other parts 


GUN BOOKS & MILITARY MANUALS 

□ U.S. RIFLE M14, R. BLAKE STEVENS $34.95 
340 PGS. HARDCOVER, illustrated. 

Covers complete evolution of M-14 
from initial M-l Garand modifications 
to the specialized M-21 sniper rifles. 


□ MI GARAND, M-l 4/M I A, FN FAL 
46" length 
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MORE SEASONAL VALUES 


□ COLT ARI5, HK 91/93 44" length $26.95 

□ CAR!5, AR180, 36" length $24.95 

□ MINI 14, Ml CARBINE, $21.95 

REM 870 42" length 

□ UZI, MAC'S, MP-5, 28" length $22.50 

□ COLT GOVT MODEL or C.C. $9.95 



□ BRAND NEW ORIGINAL G.L M1949 

MOUNTAIN SLEEPING BAGS $59.95 

Green nylon construction 100% feather filled. 14° TO 
45°E FSN 8465-7855. 

□ U.S. G.l. SLEEPING PAD $11.95 

Latest 1984 Issue. Replaces former leaky air 
mattresses. Lightweight roll-up design, 8" Diameter 
rolled up. Overall Dimensions 24”W x 6'2"L. Perfect 
for camping or backpacking. 18.5 oz. 


□ KHAKI WATCH by HAMILTON 

Water resistant, shock resistant. Anti- magnetic. 
12/24 hour dial, non-glare stainless steel case, 
hack feature (for watch synchronization), 2 nylon 
web bands olive & khaki, and a one year mfg. 
warranty. Retail S70.00. Our price $58.50 


□ NEW M17 GAS MASK $74.95 

Only 2 lbs., complete CBR capabilities, excel¬ 
lent peripheral vision from large wraparound 
lenses, six adjustable head straps. G.L issue 

□ M6A2 GAS MASK HOOD $4.95 

FSN 4240-999-0420. For total protection from 

CBR agents. 



□ M19I1/A1 .45 AUTO, FIELD $24.95 

MAINTENANCE KIT 

Genuine G.l. carrying case 6 V 2 "x 2Vi" con¬ 
tains eight parts most commonly needed to 
keep your .45 shooting. Firing pin, extractor, 
magazine, firing pin spring, ejector, sear spring, 
recoil spring & combo tool. Moisture resistant 
packaged & artaches to web gear. 

□ M16/ARI5 SURVIVAL EMERGENCY KIT $48.95 
This kit comes packaged same as above & in¬ 
cludes an extractor, extractor spring, extractor^ 
pin, ejector, ejecror spring, ejector pin. 

rings (3 each), firing pm, firing pin ret. pin, x^ 0000 * 
disconnect, disconnect spring, trigger pin, G I 
carrying case. Buy now and save SI0.00 

□ M-I6/A1 UPPER RECEIVER, NOW $99.00 
SAVE SI0.00 

Complete with forward assist plunger assem¬ 
bly {latest teardrop type) installs on any ARI5 
sporter, without machining. Original colt, be¬ 
ware of imitations! 

□ MI6/AJ MAINTENANCE KIT $10.95 

All materials brand new G.L issue. Includes: 

new carrying case, tooth brush, bottle LSA oil. 
bore cleaner, cleaning rod. bore brush and 
chamber brush. 



Yours FRE^ 
with any I 
order | 
over $75. | 


I 


□ M-16/A2 ROUND ASSAULT $24.95 

HANDGUARDS for AR]5 
Similar to CAR 15/shorty grips. These are 
round, ribbed and won't crack, chip or scratch 
like original peavertail types. Come complete 
with heat shields and instructions. Lifetime 
Guaranty From MFG. a 



CLIPS, MAGAZINES ft POUCHES 


ALL ITEMS BRAND NEW 
□ NEW G.l. .45 
AUTO MAGS 




$6.95 ea, 
$60.00/10 


□ NEW G.L CARBINE MAGAZINE POUCH $19.95 
w/4-30 SHOT MAGS. 

□ AR15/M 16 30 RD. 3- MAGAZINE POUCH $6.95 


□ AR15/M 16 POUCH W/3-30 
ROUND MAG. 

□ RUGER MINI 14 30 RD. 
MAGAZINE, BLUE 



$23.95 


$12.95 


□ RUGER MINI 14 POUCH W/3-30 RD. $39.95 
MAGS., BLUE 

□ FN FAL .308 $26.95 ea, $49.95/2 

20 RD. MAG. 

□ (2) FN FAL MAGS. W/USED POUCH $49.00 

□ BROWNING HI-POWER $11.00 ea, $19.95/2 
9MM 13 RD. MAGAZINE, STAINLESS STEEL 

□ RANDALL STAINLESS STEEL MAGAZINE FOR COLT 
.45 AUTO [Made in U.S.A.) 

100 % stainless steel construction and utilizes a round 
follower, spring and body. Brand new. $10.95 
2 for $ 20.00 

□ PACHMAYR'S MAG BUMPER KIT 

The synthetic rubber bumper is easily mounted 
to the base of a magazine with two self-tapping 
screws. Each kit contains five bumpers with screws, 
and a drill jig. Pachmayrbumpers maybe used on all 
.45 ACP .38 Super, and 9mm Colt type magazines 
including bottom disassembling designs. 

(Q&^) ^ 

□ COLT .45 AUTO INDISPENSABLE BARREL 
BUSHING WRENCH & SCREWDRIVER KIT 

Disassembly of Colt MK-IV & MK-V Autos is almost 
impossible without these tools. Only $3.00 

PACKS ft WEB GEAR 


□ MECHANICS TOOL BAG 
O.D. canvas, masonite bottom, 
web handle. 8 small inside 
pockets, 2 large outside 
divided pockets, brass zipper 
dimen. IVL x 6"W x 7"H. 

FSN 5140-00-324-4306 



$18.95 


□ TANKERS TOOL BAG, U.S. ARMY ISSUE $19.95 
Heavy duck canvas. O.D. green tool bag. Con¬ 
cealed H.D zipper and web carrying handles, 
drmen. 20"L x 6"W x 10"H. 


□ U.S. ARMY LC-I {ALICE PACK) $59.95 

Brand new G.L back pack designed to carry 
loads up to 50 lbs. Complete with shoulder 
straps, quick release buckles & attachment 
loops for carrying extra equipment. Water 
repellent, rip stop nylon, O.D. green. 





O' 


$59.95 


□ LC-2 STEEL & ALUMINUM 
PACK FRAMES 1982 issue, complete with 
padded shoulder straps & quick release 
attachments. Great for cargo transport 

□ LC-1 NYLON COM8AT HARNESS NOW $26.96 
ASSEMBLY SAVE S4.45 

Outfit consists of O.D. green suspenders, 
pistol belt, canteen cover and plastic canteen. 

All original G.l. issue. 

□ COMPLETE LC-I NYLON COMB£I^-^\$42.80 
HARNESS ASSEMBLY 
Save SI0.00, outfit includes: I pair’ 
adjustable LC-I suspenders, 

1 canteen with cover. 2 M16 
pouches (hold 3-30 rd. mags, 
each), I pistol belt. I neoprene 
intrenching tool carrier and 1 
first aid dressing/compass 
case. 

j 

□ PISTOL BELT WITH "SILENT" OUICK $11.95 
RELEASE BUCKLE Latest issue, OD. green 




CATALOG 

Everything is here, hard to 
find parts, accessories & 
gear. Please send a dollar 
{Refundable on first order) 
to cover our postage & 
handling. Catalog is free 
with order. 

ORDERING 

Minimum order is S10. All major credit cards, checks & 
money orders are accepted. Please write credit card in¬ 
formation down with signature and exp. date along 
with order on another sheet or xerox and use these 
pages as your order form. Be sure to include the proper 
shipping, insurance & handling charges |see chan pe- 
low). Calif, residents add 6to% sales rax. If you're not 
sure about sizes send your measurements. Thank you! 
SHIPPING, HANDLING & INSURANCE 


AMOUNT 

SEND 

AMOUNT 

SEND 

Up to $15.00. 

. $2.50 

$76.00 to $99.00. , 

. 6.00 

Si5.00 to $30.00. 

. 3.00 

$100.00 to SI50.00 

.. 7.50 

$31.00 to $49.00. 

4.00 

$151.00 to $200.00. 

8.50 

$50.00 to $75.00. 

5.00 




Shipping on orders $201.00 or more, and all foreign 
orders will be handled on a case-by-case basis. Toll Free 
for credit card orders only outside California. Calif, 
residents or for info, call 818-349-7600 

Send to: Sherwood International 

1B714 Parthenia St.,SFll Narthridge, California 91324 

SHERWOOD 

International Export Corporation 

800423-5237 

© 1984 Sherwood International 
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What if you didn’t 
have your gun? 


WORLD 
TAE KWON DO 
ASSOCIATION 


PRESENTS 



In The World’s 
Best Training 
Videotapes 



Professionally Produc¬ 
ed Videotapes with 
Dramatic Slow-Motion 

Sequences narrated and 
demonstrated by three-time 
National Point Champion, 
Black Belt Hal| of Fame 
member Keith Vitali, 7th De¬ 
gree Young Seon Seo, and 
others. Select from six, hour- 
plus videotapes, for your con¬ 
centrated training program. To 
order, complete the form or for 
credit card orders only call 
Toll Free (1) (800) 323-1717, 
except in Illinois, call 
(1) (800) 942-8881. 

LA (No COD'S.) 


# 1 Exercises - Follow step-by-step through a series of 
full-body exercises. A second set of exercises are 
explained and demonstrated for individual work¬ 
out. 

#2 Basic Techniques - In-depth explanations cover 
slow-motion and full-speed views of basic and ad¬ 
vanced techniques. 

#3 Self Defense - Expert responses to a variety of 
simulated real life occurences are performed 
and explained - slow motion - full speed. 

#4 Professional Competition - Winning strategies and 
techniques - Includes power developing - ad¬ 
vanced techniques • 

#5 Point Competition 
- Winning tech¬ 
niques and strat¬ 
egies explained 
and demonstrat¬ 
ed in slow-motion 
and full speed. 

#6 Forms - From 
Chunji through 
Chung-jang, de¬ 
tailed explanat¬ 
ions of techniques 
in slow-motion 
and full speed. 


slow-motion - full speed. 

D 0 





World Tae Kwon Do Association 
4320 Roswell Fid., Atlanta, GA30342 
(404) 252-8947 


Circle tape number & indicate quantity ordered. 1. 


6 _ 


Take advantage now of generous 
discounts on multiple Videotapes 
orders. Please add $5.0Q handling 
charge to total cost. (No COD's.) 


Any one tape , 
Any two tapes . 
Any three tapes 


$69 

$129 

$179 


Make checks 
payable to World Tae 
Kwon Do Assn. 

Name- 

Address_ 

City. 


□ Money Order 

□ Visa Card # _ 

□ MasterCard # . 


□ Check 


Any four tapes . . $229 
Any five tapes . . $269 

Any six tapes . . . $299 
More than six $49 each 

Amount of purchase, $__ 

plus $5.00 handling. Total; $_ 

---Exp. date_ 

- -Exp, date_ 


.State. 


Signature_ 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


.Zip. 


VHS 


. Country. 


.BETA I 


| Allow 4-o weens i 




DAY OF THE JACKAL 

Continued from page 90 

of water in the wet season, and dotted with 
clumps of distinctively flat-topped, thorn- 
covered mpani trees in which lived swarms 
of tiny black flies that feasted on the liquid 
in eyes and mouth. These trees were sur¬ 
rounded by barriers of thick thorny scrub. In 
scrubby areas, a Unimog support vehicle 
joined the Jackals to “bundu bash” a pas¬ 
sage for the lower-chassied vehicles. 

On a typical external operation, the pack 
moved to a forward SADF base just south of 
the “Cut,” the border with Angola, where 
they set up a Tac HQ and held final briefings 
and rehearsals. Finally, all weapons were 
test-fired to ensure their perfect function¬ 
ing. Then they moved out after last light, 
avoiding all waterholes, Portuguese-made 
reservoirs and kraals . If deployment to the 
task area took longer than a night, the vehi¬ 
cles were concealed during the day, and the 
crews — except for those assigned to 
observation posts — rested. 

On the other hand, search-and-destroy 
operations moved by day so they could fol¬ 
low spoor (enemy tracks). If they found 
fresh spoor, they plotted the terrs’ likely 
destination and a pair of Jackals moved on a 
flank to cut off their route. The rest of the 
pack moved parallel to the track to hunt 
down the enemy. Contacts would also come 
from ambushing terr routes, water points or 
sympathic kraals . 

The pack also supported 32 Battalion, 
especially in camp attacks. Pairs of Jackals 
would be located on terr withdrawal routes, 
each pair with a 60mm mortar to provide 
cut-off fire or illumination. Alouette heli¬ 
copters circled overhead to direct Jackals to 
escaping enemy or to carry out “culling” 
operations themselves with their amazingly 
accurate, doorway-mounted 20mm cannon. 

The Jackal is built for the operational 
terrain in SWA and Angola. Like its name¬ 
sake in the animal world, it is small, lethal 
and has great staying power. Hunting in 
packs and showing no mercy, this fabulous 
beast is ready to locate, pursue and destroy 
any prey. ^ 


P.O. Box 687 
Dept. F1284 
Boulder, CO 
80306 



See catalog for more gift ideas. 


Lifetool — wallet-sized piece of surgical steel 
which has over 40 different uses, described in 
the accompanying booklet. Examples range 
from cutting through aircraft skins to open cans. 
Burning lens included. $24.95 plus $ 1.75 post¬ 
age & handling. 


SOI 7 

(303) 447-1263 
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From its desert 
beginnings to 1984 in 
Beirut...the inside 
story of the world- 
famous fighting force 



THE FRENCH 
FOREIGN LEGION 

Photographs by John Robert Young 
Text by ErwanBergot 
Introduction by Len Oeighton 

For the first time in the 150 years of its 
existence, the French Foreign Legion has 
allowed an outsider to produce this 
exclusive history and picture documen¬ 
tary. 250 pictures (200 in color) bring to 
life thestory of the last greatadventurers 
-men whose military achievements 
around the globe have indelibly asso¬ 
ciated them with danger, endurance, and 
astonishing camaraderie. $24.95 

Thames and Hudson Inc. 

50 Q Fifth Avenue, New York 10110 


COMBAT 

V_> WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 16 

Often we like to think that certain 
basic firing drills are routinely done in 
standard time intervals. But using a 
stopwatch will often give less-than- 
accurate times due to the variance of 
starting and stopping the watch; oper¬ 
ator error is common. With the Pro- 
Shot Timer, the chance of error is re¬ 
duced. This alone makes it ideal for 
IPSC competition. 

I often use my Pro-Shot Timer dur¬ 
ing training sessions, as I can watch the 
shooting student perform the drills 
without need to watch the stopwatch. 
Everyone likes to brag about the speed 
at which they can perform the classic 
combat shooting drill, El Presidente. 
Fractions of a second are very critical in 
this exercise. With the Pro-Shot Timer, 
such an event is simple, and the results 
of timing dead accurate. 

With the success in IPSC shooting 
events, and the certain advantage of 
proper range training, I find the Pro- 
Shot Timer one of the best investments 
any serious shooter can make. Sug¬ 
gested retail price is $197.95. The Pro- 
Shot Timer is available from Competi¬ 
tion Electronics, Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 239, Roscoe, IL 61073. ^ 


ADVENTURER FEDORA 

A revival of an old favorite. 
"1 Q95 You saw a fedora like this in 
jrf fr 1 ^ Indiana Jones & the Temple 

of Doom" — reminding us all 
of how much adventure a 
man in a fedora can find. Our 
version is of special wool felt, 
finer ;extured and stiffen for 
improved shape retention 
over ordinary felts. Features 
^ a tapered 5" crown with 

triangular crease and 2 side tucks, a 2 V 2 " brim and a deep 
brown grosgrain band. Fully lined with rayon satin. Sizes 
6% t hru 71/2 (runs large). Money-back guarantee. 

mm. Introductory Special! 

VINTAGE 
ADVENTURER 
f JACKET 

, • |,| jMkfc Regularly $198 

~~~ if .mmm *168 

[* m f*b*|f* Save $301 

1 Ti JBgJglr This terrific leather 
w flight jacket is a famous 
favorite! You saw cne like 
■Hwi&i'flHr n “Indiana Jones & The Tem- 
ple of CJoom " in 1984 - Clark Gable 
wore one flying an air race equip¬ 
ped P-35 in the 1939 movie, "Test Pilot." 
But you don’t have to be a movie star or a 1937 air race 
pilot to appreciate the comfort and superb quality here. 
Features double entry pockets with zippered top, hidden 
inside stash pocket, zip front with wind flap, full lining, 
bi-swing back and underarm gussets for free movement. 
Plus it offers the special vintage effect of aged worn 
leather in a completely new high-quality garment. Sizes 
36 thru 50. Money-back guarantee. 

SAVE! BUY BOTH THE HAT & JACKET 
FOR ONLY $179.00 

We honor VISA and MASTERCARD. Call Toll 
Free 800-334-5476. Write for FREE Catalog! 


Send name & address along with check, money order or 
credit card information to: 

So&> Dept. J-124 
P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 

□ #HH1 Adventurer Fedora Hat (Size_) . . .$ 19.95 

□ #1C Vintage Adventurer Jacket (Size_) .$168.00 

□ #J01X Adventurer Set (Sizes / ) ... .$179.00 



This Genuine Gurkha KUKRI Knife 
Comes With The Documents That Prove It's, 



Get this Military Issue KUKRI knife and receive a copy 

m ” 

8 - 





SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


OR YOUR MONEY BACK 


From Current Government Contractor ^ w ® 6 

Just Use This Coupon To Order | 


Send me your complete catalog of knives & knife blades. 
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GROUP 5 TAKES CARE OF 
THE EQUIPMENT THAT 
TAKES CARE OF YOU! 


GROUP 

5 


GROUP 5 fabricates the finest interfacing 
modular equipment and weapons transport systems 
available to law enforcement and combat personnel. 
GROUP 5 systems are setting the standard for 
% S.WA.T. Teams in major cities and Tactical 

Combat Forces in the U.S. and Europe. 
Because we understand that when seconds count 
there is no place for second best. 
Send $1.00 for full line systems catalog: 
GROUP 5 INC. COMBAT/TACTICAL 
206 E. California, P.O. Box 911 
Gaines ville, TX 76240 
1-800-433-5753 

Visa & MasterCard accepted, 
CROUP 5 INC. © 1983 


NIGHTSIGHTER 

Hits in the Dark. 


Nightsighter light-emitting diode front sight 
attachment means more first round hits in the 
dark, since your front aiming reference is 
always visible as a tiny red dot of light. 

• Uses calculator batteries that last 6 
months continuously. 

• No weapon alterations, attaches and 
removes in seconds. 

• Fits AR-15/CAR 15, IW16 or Ruger Mini-14 
with standard sight, with or w/o flash hider. 

• Also for Ruger 10/22. Ruger M77S, | 

Charter Arms AR-7 and Remington |""ir5K+ a PrvtaarKric^c 
700/7400. Specify model. L. Igl ll Ul HCl \J\ \ 


S-J795 

includes postage 



507^ Seabreeze Blvd. 
Dayton Beach, FI 32018 


TERMINATOR 

Continued from page 72 

problems with it. The laser sight for the 
AMT .45 ACP Hardbalier bothered me as 
did the wisdom of a downtown LA gun- 
shop owner who keeps ammo readily- 
accesible on his counter. 

Cameron, an intense young director 
and regular recreational shooter, had 
some answers. “The laser business was 
mostly for dramatic effect when he (The 
Terminator) lays the sight on his target in 
later scenes. But the technology for 
mounting it on handguns is just around 
the corner.” 

PH buy that, but what about the ammo 
on the counter? “It’s license,” Cameron 
responded with a wry grin. “The scene 
works well that way.” The director of 
“Terminator,” who spent 10 weeks 
shooting in various LA locations, indi¬ 
cated he covered other flaws superficially, 
such as the fact that the AR-180 and the 
Uzi ordered by the film’s star could only be 
obtained over-the-counter in semi-auto 
versions. When the Terminator begins to 
use them in an attempt to take out his 
target, they are ripping along on rock & 
roll. 

“In the Terminator’s LA hideaway,” 
Cameron said, “we have some scenes 
where you see gun parts scattered on his 
table. That’s to indicate he has been pro¬ 
grammed with enough weapons expertise 
to make the conversions.” 

More scenes of absolutely intense ac¬ 
tion rolled by on the editing machine. The 
Terminator had discovered his target 
could be found relaxing at an LA disco 
named “Tech Noir.” Without batting a 
bionic eye — despite the fact that he’s just 
come from chopping his target’s room¬ 
mate and her lover into hamburger — 
Schwarzenegger heads for the nightspot 
packing the laser-mounted, stainless steel 
.45 and his converted Uzi slung under his 
coat in a De Santis shoulder rig. The hu¬ 
man time traveler, played by actor 
Michael Biehn, follows to prevent the hit 
and keep the future of the world intact. He 
has obtained a standard police Model 870 
Remington 12 gauge by simply stealing it 
from a parked police car. In a nice bit of 
attention to detail, director Cameron 
shows him sawing off the stock and 
attaching a jury-rigged loop sling for con¬ 
cealment. 

What follows is one of the two best 
scenes of an action-crammed film. The 


Beginning Our 10 th Year 
Of Service in January ’85, 
SOF Presents: 

• M16A2, the final verdict 

• Middle East up-date 

• India’s Sikh situation 

• And much, much more crammed 
into 148 pages. 

ON SALE AT YOUR 
NEWSSTAND IN DECEMBER 
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human bodyguard keeps a concerned eye 
on his principal and the Terminator who 
approaches, dead-pan and shoving his 
way through a throng of gyrating dancers, 
to lay the laser sight on her forehead at 
point-blank range. Schwarzenegger does 
a nice bit of gun-handling here, jacking a 
round into the chamber in one fluid mo¬ 
tion despite the cumbersome laser sight, 
and never twitching a facial muscle as he 
prepares to put a round into her brain¬ 
housing group. That’s when the human 
bodyguard makes his move — and a nice 
one it is for a non-professional. 

He swings the Remington scatter-gun 
out from under his overcoat, jacks a shell 
into the chamber and blasts the Termina¬ 
tor, who takes the round in the back, 
allowing his target to hit the deck. In re¬ 
sponse to that attack, The Terminator — 
who can be distracted but not mortally 
wounded by mere gunfire — whips the 
Uzi out of his shoulder rig and begins to 
sweep the disco clean with a 9mm broom. 
What ensues is one King Hell gunfight in 
which virtually all the moves by both 
shooters—believe it or not—are entirely 
plausible. 

If action fanatics are not entirely satis¬ 
fied with that, they can send out for 
another box of popcorn and wait until the 
Terminator takes on an entire LAPD pre¬ 
cinct, firing both the AR-180 and the 
SPAS-12 with one hand each, a la Wild 
Bill Hickock. I had some trouble with that, 
especially when the previews showed 
Schwarzenegger holding on target with 
both weapons and absolutely no reaction 
to recoil. 

Cameron simply shrugged at the criti¬ 
cism and stroked his beard. “You’ve got 
to remember,” he responded, “this thing 
is a cyborg with super-human strength. 
You’d expect that he could hold those 
weapons on and not show the effects of 
recoil.” 

Come to think of it, I guess I would 
expect something like that I’d also expect 
most SOF readers to genuinely enjoy the 
latest Arnold Schwarzenegger vehicle. 
The former Mr. Universe and star of two 
recent “Conan” films turns in a superb 
performance without ever taking off his 
clothes. He’s a gun-owner and regular 
shooter who worked for six weeks perfect¬ 
ing his weapons-handling before and dur¬ 
ing filming of “Terminator.” He’s also a 
stickler for accuracy who went as far as 
calling in Mitch Kalter, former Vice Presi¬ 
dent for Marketing and Sales of Action 
Arms (the American firm which exclusive¬ 
ly handles Uzi weapons) to coach him in 
professionally handling the Uzi which 
plays a major role in the film. 

Kalter died unexpectedly earlier this 
year but “Terminator” stands as a tribute 
to his dedication to accurate portrayal of 
automatic weapons techniques. The 
movie also stands — with several others 
recently produced — as an indicator that 
Hollywood is beginning to see weapons 
and the actors who handle them as some¬ 
thing more than props. It’s about time. ^ 
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Listen to these amazing, new 
stereo cassettes on your portable 
cassette player while running or 
jogging, and fall into step with the 
inspiring running cadences of Ameri¬ 
ca’s Finest Fighting Men! 

You’ll run easier, faster and farther with 
these powerfully motivating cadences used 
by our Marines, Airborne, Rangers and Infan- 


The perfect way to get back in Boot Camp shape 
for you, yourfamily and friends. A great Christmas 
gift for that old service buddy! 


IT 

WORKS! 




Those famous Marine Corps stereo recordings: “The 
Training of a United States Marine/Parris 
Island” (#805) and San Diego/Camp Pen¬ 
dleton version (#806). Documents the training of a 
Marine in 45 minutes of unforgettable sounds, record¬ 
ed on-the-spot. 14 pages of photographs and text. 

The perfect way to 

preserve and share this “VIETNAM With 

unforgettable experience The American 

in every Marine’s life. Fighting Man!” 

Specify LP album, 8-track Now a classic collector’s album, recorded on-the- 

cartridge or cassette. = spot, highlighted by the actual recordings of U.S. 

$10 each, postpaid. Marines in combat. 16 pages of photos and text. LP 

Album format only = $10 postpaid. 


wth JkmuB suns Hinmm 


The famous running cadences of The Bold Who Wear the Red 
and Gold’! 37 minutes of “That 01’ Marine Corps Spirit’ recorded 
at Parris Island, San Diego and other Marine training bases. 
Powerful motivation the Marine Corps Way! Cassettes $10 each. 
MARINE CORPS RUNNING SHIRT, top quality in Marine Corps 
colors (red shirt imprinted with golden yellow). All shirts $10 each 
State size (Small, Med., Large, Xtra Large). 

With the R.SJRRIY hIRRRRHl! 


“Airborne! Airborne! All the Way!" Recorded on-the-spot with the 
Army Airborne at Ft. Benning, GA. All the classic Airborne running 
cadences in 40 minutes of pure motivation! Cassettes $10. 
AIRBORNE RUNNING SHIRT (Silver Airborne emblem and title 
imprinted on black shirt) $10. 


with m us. m mmi 


Their motto is “Rangers Lead The Way!’’, and so will you when 
powered with these highlight 40 minutes of selected Ranger 
cadences. Cassettes $10 each. RANGER RUNNING SHIRT 
(Ranger emblem in golden yellow imprinted on black shirt) 

$10 each. 


With The II.S. HRMY IHMRY! 

Fall in with the 'Lean, Green Fighting Machine’, the U.S. Army 
Infantry! This new, 40-minute long collection of Army running 
cadences is highlighted by the classic 'Jody' cadences, long an 
Army legend. Cassettes $10. INFANTRY RUNNING SHIRT (with 
Infantry emblem imprinted in black on Infantry blue shirt) 

$10 each. 


Add $1 for postage and handling (Overseas add $2) for each item ordered 


qty. 


□ Marine Corps Running Cassette (#410) 

. □ Marine Corps Running Shirt (Size_ 

. □ Airborne Running Cassette (#420) 

_ □ Airborne Running Shirt (Size ) 

. □ Ranger Running Cassette (#430) 

. □ Ranger Running Shirt (Size__) 

. □ Infantry Running Cassette (#440) 

. □ Infantry Running Shirt (Size_) 
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happened in 1982. None of the crew on the 
patrol I accompanied were aboard during 
that skirmish but they’d heard the tale many 
times from sailors who lived through it. The 
event was described to me as follows: 

Two Salvadoran Piranhas and the Cam 
Craft were patrolling near Los Farahones, a 
cluster of rocks marking the territorial water 
split between El Salvador and Nicaragua. 
Two armed Sandinista fishing boats and a 
Coast Guard cutter appeared in the distance. 
The Sandinistas opened fire with everthing 
— .50 cal. machine guns as well as 20mm 
and 40mm cannons. The Salvadoran gun¬ 
boats replied with four 81mm HE mortar 
rounds. A plume of smoke confirmd a hit 
and the Sandinistas limped back to their 
naval base at Punta Consiguina to lick their 
wounds. The Salvadorans shoved off out of 
the area with no casualties and only light 
damage to the superstructure of the largest 
vessel. 

In November of last year the guns of the 
Salvadoran Navy again proved lethal to the 
guerrillas. An encampment on the Bay of 
Jiquilisco was the target. 

“We were in a joint operation with the 
army,” said Lt. Castellanos.“They gave us 
the coordinates of a terrorist encampment at 
Granada Ranch. We neared the shore, 
calculated the distance to the target with our 
radar range-finder and fired three mortar 
rounds. They were perfect. Campesinos lat¬ 
er reported the encampment was destroyed 
and many subversives were killed or 
wounded.” 

At the mouth of the Gulf we killed the 
engines and drifted the rest of the night. The 
crew stayed alert. I slept below deck in one 
of the four two-bunk berthing spaces. The 
roar of the engines awoke me at dawn. I 
rejoined Lt. Castellanos on the bridge. 
“Buenos dias, ” he said cheerfully. The 
night had passed without incident. We were 
returning to La Union. 

The rising sun bathed the Gulf in amber 
splendor. The islands, ominous shadows 
last night, were now lush, verdant pyra¬ 
mids. Our gray cutter cruised through the 
pale blue channels between them. Sea gulls 
glided over the village of Meanguera, a 
collection of huts and hovels built on the 
rocky shore of its namesake, a 30 square 
kilometer island, El Salvador’s largest. 
Fishermen cast their nets from splintered 
dugouts. It seemed so peaceful until the port 
look-out shattered the mood. 

“Look, my lieutenant!” shouted the 
sailor handing his binoculars to the officer 
and pointing off in the distance. Lt. Castel¬ 
lanos swept the sparkling water and spotted 
an obviously over-loaded, outboard launch. 
He ordered speed and course changes to 
intercept and we pulled carefully alongside 
it. The crewmen were all at battle stations 
manning their weapons. A worried-looking 
man and a teenage boy were sitting on 
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dozens of golden sea bass, neatly packed in 
ice. Gun-runners regularly pose as innocent 
fishermen and pack their arsenals under a 
good-sized catch. It all smacked so much of 
the U.S. Navy’s “Market Time” interdic¬ 
tion operations in the South China Sea dur¬ 
ing the Vietnam War. I don’t know if Lt. 
Castellanos had ever heard of that business, 
but he was taking no chances with this 
fisherman. He bent over the deck railing and 
ordered the pair to lift the fish. There were 
no guns and the lieutenant let them go, 
apologizing for the inconvenience. “The 
weight could have been guns,” he said to 
me. “You never know who’s smuggling 
them.” 

After docking at La Union I hooked up 
with some 20 fully-camouflaged Naval 
Commandos who were preparing to launch 
two Zodiac rubber rafts from a mother ship 
which would take them near their target. 
Maybe this foray would provide some of the 
action I missed on the routine patrol last 
night. They clambered aboard the vessel 
and we headed for a beach in the area we had 
kept under close surveillance from off-shore 
last night. Suspicious activity had been 
spotted by a crewman. 

The commandos, the Salvadoran version 
of SEAL teams or Marine Recon troops, 
were going to spend the next five days along 
likely trails setting ambushes for the guerril¬ 
la units in the area. They were a young, full 
of piss-and-vinegar and armed to the teeth 
with Ml6s, M60s and M203 grenade 
launchers. They milled around the deck and 
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hammed it up for my camera. Hotdog is 
spelled the same in all military services. It 
may have been false bravado but I supposed 
these guys rated it. They had a tough job to 
do in a dangerous situation. Eventually the 
cooler head of an NCO prevailed. He re¬ 
minded the troopers that they had a tough 
hump ahead when they got ashore and most 
of them took advantage of the voyage to 
catch up on sleep in the shade of the super¬ 
structure. 

In 1982, the Salvadoran Navy decided a 
Naval Commando force would be better 
suited to fighting an insurgency than con¬ 
ventional Marine formations. In August of 
that year, the unit was formed with 60 men 
just back from infantry training at Fort Ben- 
ning. Today the Naval Commandos number 
455 men, including the “Barracudas,’' a 
60-man, elite recon unit formed at the be¬ 
ginning of 1983, and 110 men who regular¬ 
ly man the weapons aboard the Piranhas. 

Their training is no cake-walk. They 
spend three months in basic, then do 10 
weeks of special training in patrolling, re¬ 
con techniques, infiltration, ambushes, 
small boat handling, beach landings, explo¬ 
sives and demolition. The advanced stuff is 
all taught by \J.S. and Salvadoran instruc¬ 
tors at the Military Training Center at La 
Union. Physical fitness and endurance is 
stressed beyond nearly all other concerns. 
These guys will have to be able to hack it in 
deep bush. 

Captain Juan Ramon Carbojal, a combat 
veteran who served with the Atonal im- 
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mediate reaction battalion before volunteer¬ 
ing for naval service and passsing the spe¬ 
cial training course, has commanded the 
First Company, Naval Commandos, since 
December 1982. He explained the 
hardships his men regularly face in Indian 
Country throughout the mountainous terrain 
of El Salvador. Commandos are subjected 
to long forced marches without food, hours 
in open boats under blazing sun and torren¬ 
tial downpours, as well as long-distanse 
swims. 

The brutal training program for Naval 
Commandos has paid dividends in combat. 
A typical commando operation occured on 
20 February 1984. Cadet Ricardo Antonio 
Velasquez led a mission to be inserted at 
night. The Salvadoran armed forces fre¬ 
quently employ military school cadets as 
active patrol leaders due to a shortage of 
fully-trained officers. 

“We received information that subver¬ 
sives were on Piraya Island,” said the 20- 
year-old junior officer. “I took nine men in 
a boat from Port Triunfo in the afternoon 
and we disembarked on the western shore. 
We patrolled the houses. The people were 
terrified of the guerrillas and didn't tell us 
anything. Just then, a commando saw five 
armed men near a boat on the beach. The 
subversives saw him and fled into the bush. 
He fired. We surrounded them, set up the 
M60 and fought for a half-hour. I fired 12 
grenades from my M203. Their comman¬ 
dants died and two subversives surren¬ 
dered, Two escaped. The campesinos later 
said they were lightly wounded. One was a 
14-year-old kid. We captured three AR- 
15s, a carbine, ammunition and a radio. We 
had no casualties.” 

The commandos also are involved in 
clandestine operations. On 12 October 
1983, trooper Salvador Guzman Velasquez 
was part of an eight-man team that pene¬ 
trated enemy territory disguised as guerril¬ 
las. 

“We were two groups,” said the 23- 
year-old former Naval Commando who has 
since been transferred to an Army recon 
outfit with the Third Military Detachment in 
La Union. “Our team dressed like guerril¬ 
las: part blue jeans, part camouflage. Some 
wore FMLN bandanas around their necks. 
We wore blue ribbons on our chests and 
painted our faces green so that we wouldn’t 
be confused when we tangled with the sub¬ 
versives. In the afternoon we left our Coast 
Guard cutter in two Zodiacs and dis¬ 
embarked at El Espino. We were patrolling 
the beach when a man approached calling us 
‘comrades.’ He was a subversive. We put 
an M16 to his nose and, puta, was he sur¬ 
prised! He cried. He told us 300 subversives 
were in the area and where their encamp¬ 
ments were. We couldn’t attack them; we 
had too few men. We took the subversive to 
the cutter and returned at night to lay two 
ambushes. We didn’t wait long. The terror¬ 
ists fell into it. We fought the rest of the 
night. Dawn broke and we walked three 
kilometers through the bush to the hidden 
Zodiacs and returned to the cutter. I don’t 
know how many we killed. It was dark. We 
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lost nobody.” 

At 1000 we were drifting a kilometer off 
the golden sands of Tamarindo Beach. Be¬ 
fore the war, foreign tourists crowded here. 
Now it is deserted and the once luxurious 
beach front homes are deteriorating under 
the lovely palms. 

The commanding cadet roused the com¬ 
mandos and they dropped the two Zodiacs 
overboard, then climbed into them. In two 
shuttles they ferried everyone ashore. When 
the rubber boats returned to the mother ship 
they carried a wicked-looking team of five 
Barracudas that had been reconnoitering the 
area for the past five flays. 

We returned to La Union’s harbor as two 
Piranas sped out to sea. We did not intercept 
any communist launches or illegal cargo, 
but we did keep them at bay. That’s mostly 
what the Salvadoran Navy is designed to do. 
If they can keep Sapdanistas and subver¬ 
sives from running guns to the guerrillas, 
the resistance will dry up rather quickly. 

“Subversive infiltrations are centering 
between the Lempa River and Amapala,” 
said Captain Villalta in his San Salvador 
office. “We don’t have sufficient means to 
be able to cover this entire extension. When 
the Navy moves to an area where we have 
information of infiltrations, they infiltrate 
somewhere else. We have too few boats. 
Besides, we have mechanical, electrical and 
maintenance problems with them. Three 
cutters are in repair now. We don’t need 
destroyers or frigates; we need three or four 
more cutters to work 24 hours a day and four 
in port to relieve them. Moreover, trans¬ 
portation vessels are sorely needed since we 
are used to take logistical support and troops 
from San Salvador to La Union for CENFA 
(the Armed Forces National Training Cen¬ 
ter), Detachment Three, and the Third and 
Sixth Brigades. As it is now, each time we 
make administrative transportation runs it 
takes away a boat from patrol operations.” 

But the Salvadoran sailors keep on 
trying. They ply the coastal waters trading 
rounds with Sandanistas and picking up the 
occassional AK or M16 from an ‘ ‘innocent 
fisherman.” They keep putting their Naval 
Commando buddies ashore to do battle with 
the G’s. It’s all they can do until the com¬ 
mies are forced to hang it up and go 
home. ^ 
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(blooker, blooper, chunker, ’79 or thump 
gun). Glancing up one day from the M60 I 
was repairing (I have now replaced at one 
time or another every single component on 
this foul beast) in the Atlacatl Battalion 
armeria, I found Major Armando Azmitia, 
the battalion commander, standing in front 
of me with an M203. They had just received 
four and he wanted me and 1st Lt. David 
Koch to evaluate them as possible replace¬ 
ments for their Mj79s. Nobody has to ask 
Kokalis twicej to; shoot up a case of ammo in 
any caliber. The 1 next day it was off to the 
pohgono (range) at the Playdn in the 
armored car with an M79 and an M203 
mounted on an M16A1 and a case of HE. 

Unfortunately, the Salvadorans are 
allowed only HE 40mm grenade cartridges 
by their munificent benefactor, Uncle 
Gringo. They desperately need the 
M576E1/2 multiple projectile round for 
fighting in the bush. The issue HE round 
uses an impact detonating fuse. The M552 
fuse is spin armed about three meters from 
the muzzle. The M551 fuse is both spin and 
setback armed and must travel between 14 
and 28 meters before arming. I do not know 
which fuse is used on the HE ammunition 
issued to the Salvos. 

The spin stabilized 40mm projectile re¬ 
quires a high-low propulsion system when 
fired from a shoulder-held weapon. When 
the firing pin strikes the primer, the primer 
flash ignites the powder within a small brass 
cup inside the high pressure chamber built 
into the center of the cartridge case. The 
burning propellent creates a pressure of 
35,000 pounds per square inch inside the 
chamber. The high pressure causes the brass 
powder-charge cup to rupture at its vent 
holes. The escaping gases flow into the re¬ 
mainder of the cartridge case which now 
acts as a low pressure chamber, dropping 
the pressure to 3,000 pounds per square 
inch. This is sufficient to propel the projec¬ 
tile through the barrel and to the target with 
a high trajectory, but tolerable recoil force. 
The grenade leaves the launcher barrel with 
a muzzle velocity of 250 fps and a right- 
hand spin of 37,000 revolutions per minute. 
A trained grenadier should consistently be 
able to pass rounds through a window-sized 
opening at 150 meters. At area targets the 
maximum effective range of the 40mm gre¬ 
nade cartridge fired in either the M79 or 
M203 is about 350 meters. The minimum 
safe combat firing range for the HE round is 
given as 30 rpeters, but I have fired the M79 
at ranges considerably under that when the 
pucker factor was really high. The HE 
round has an effective casualty radius (de¬ 
fined as the radius of a circle about the point 
of detonation in which it may be expected 
that 50 percent I of exposed troops will be¬ 
come casualties) of only five meters. 

The M79 is very much like a single barrel 
shotgun. To load it you merely move the 



COUNTERFEIT GUNS EXACT SIZE WORK¬ 
ING METAL MODELS THAT LOOK, FEEL, WEIGH AND 
HANDLE LIKE THE ORIGINALS. CAN BE FIELD-STRiPPEO.'’ 
CANNOT BE MADE TO FIRE REAL BULLETS. DELIVERED 
“ FULLY 

SAFE , ,.-. TW ^ CCC » 01 Cf> 

FOR ‘ 

DISPLAY 

Ml 921 

THOMPSON “STAGE PROP GUNS” 

C01S-81-70Q. . $175 (5.50) 

GOV’T. .45 

AUTOMATIC r v. « 

C01U-81-300.$55 (3.00) 

GERMAN 
P-08 ’ 

PARABELLUM 

C01G-81 -200.$55 (3.00) ^ ^ CANNOT 

BE MADE 
TO FIRE! 


357 
POLICE 
MAGNUM 
C01 P-81-108.$55 (3.00) 


MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPRODUC¬ 
TIONS OF FAMOUS, HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES. 





U.S. M3 FIGHTING KNIFE. 

C07U-40-D48.$30 (3.00) 


FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 

C07B-40-014.. . ..$28 (3.00) 



ALL KNIVES & HAVE SCAB6AR0S 
GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 

C07G-05-09 $20 (3.00) 


FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAI 
SWORDS TO FULL-SIZE SUITS OF ARMOUR. 


MEDALS & BADGES 



PERFECT REPLICAS 
HIGHEST QUALITY. 


THIS “RUPTURED DUCK" IS 
MADE FROM ORIGINAL DIES. 
U.S. WWII DISCHARGE BUTTDN 
C14U-81-018.$4 (1.75) 


GERMAN WWI “BLUE MAX’ 
C14G-10-01 (W/RIBB0N)... 
C14G-20-77 (NECK CHAIN) 


$20 (1.75) 
$10(1.75) ™ 




BRITISH WWII RAF OR 
WWI RFC PILOT WINGS 

Cl 5B-10-11B (RAF) .$10(1.75) 

C15B-10-11C (RFC) .$10(1.75) 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA, ME0ALS, BADGES, FLAGS, ETC. 
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ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 USA - CATALOG 
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MILITARY GRAPHICS WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION of 

3 “eSrJJSS? “ ** MILITARY INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR 



MastefCari Visa, Persona! Checks 

(Minimum credit card order 515) 

MONEY ORDERS 
SHIPPED AT ONCE 

Personal Checks & Charges Allow 
4-Weeks lor Delivery 

FREE SHIPPING 

FOR U.5.. APO, FPO 8 . CANADA 

No C.O.D. Overseas Add 30% 


FREE CATALOG w/ ORDER OF $15 

SEND St for COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOG WITH OVER 175 DESIGNS 
& 65 AWARD CERTIFICATES 


T-SHIRTS white 7 nr 

Blue, Gold, Green, Gray ONLY 1 ■ M J 

SWEATSHIRTS i 

Grey, Blue, Gold, karlet ONLY 1 

2.50 

RING-NECK 

T-SHIRTS only8.50 

li. green w/dk pm. U. blue v/dt blue. Gray wM trim 

ONE SIZE FITS ALL 

CAPS Red.Green, 0NLy7«95 

Blue or Black w/WWte front peed 

BASEBALL SHIRT Cobi; Gray Body Black Trim ONLY 1 

11.50 


Specify Shirt Type, Color, Style & Insignia No. 
Men s sizes S, M. L, XL 


U.S. Special Forces (#1) 

U.S. Special Forces Spec. Oper. (#27] 
U.S. Special Forces Deaths Head (#137) 
U.S. Abn. Wings 

(Master #4) (Senior #5) (Novice #6) 
Rhodesian - Security Force (#12) 
Rhodesian Kings African Rifles (#34) 
German - SS Deaths Head (#19) 

German Waffen SS Runes (#18) 

Deaths Head with Crossed Rifles (#151) 
I Got Screwed in Vietnam (#159) 
Foreign Legion Insignia (#156) 


U.5.M.C. Insignia (#2) 

U.S.M.C. - Force Recon (#9) 

U.S. 101st Airborne (#7) 

173rd Airborne (#155) 

U.S. Army Ranger (#26) 

1st Cav. Airmobile (#42) 

Mililary Police (#132) 

U.S. Navy S.E.A.L (#11) 

British - S.A.S. (#13) 

British - Royal Marines (#17) 
Scottish ■ Blackwatdi (#20) 

Merc. - This Body For Hire (#158) 


CANO T-SHIRT woom only 6.00 Tiger Stripe ONLY 7.00 

BOONIE CAP Camouflage, 0D, S-H-L-XL .0ft1 6.00 

CAMOUFLAGE MARINE CAP mi . oiy5.00 

CAMOUFLAGE BANDANA muy2,00 

NYLON TACTICAL WAICHBAND *4.50 WALLET my6.50 


barrel locking latch fully to the right and 
break open the breech. Insert a cartridge 
into the chamber and make certain the ex¬ 
tractor makes contact with the case’s rim. 
Close the breech and push the safety, which 
automatically engages when the barrel lock¬ 
ing latch is operated, forward until the letter 
“F” (fire) is exposed. The front sight is a 
guarded tapered blade. The folding blade 
rear sight is adjustable for windage and 
elevation from 75 to 375 meters in 25 meters 
increments. The 100, 200, 300 and 375 
meter settings are so marked. 

The M79 is rugged and reliable. Under 
normal conditions it is rarely required to 
more than break it open for cleaning and 
maintenance. On occasion, the firing pin 
retainer in the breech face should be tight¬ 
ened with the spanner on the M79 combo 
tool. In wet climates, like El Salvador, the 
fore end assembly, barrel group, receiver 
group and stock assembly can be easily 
separated for detailed cleaning. The M79 
takes a licking and keeps on ticking. Very 
rarely do I see one in the armory for any¬ 
thing other than replacement of missing rear 
sight components. 

Enlisted men, other than platoon 
sergeants, are not issued pistols in the Sal¬ 
vadoran Army. The grenadier moves out 
armed only with his M79 and basic ammo 
load (18 to 36 rounds), some M67 hand 
grenades and a very sharp machete. Enter 
the M203. An admirable concept which 
gives the grenadier back his rifle and adds 


★ ★ CAN YOU? ★ * 


Electronically listen thru any wall? 

See in the dark cheaply? 

Read thru an envelope with a $1.00 chemical? 
•Obtain UNLISTED TELEPHONE NUMBERS? 
# Open virtually any LOCK OR SAFE in seconds? 
m Ditch or tail anyone? 

# Beat the lie detector and the PSE? 

Run a driver s license/vehicle check? 


Trace anyone, anywhere? 

Save 30% 500% on the best surveillance gear? 
Get birth death and real property records? 
Run a 50 state credit check? 

Alter common objects into surveillance gear? 
Beat private detectives at their own game? 
Perfectly scramble any conversation? 

Defeat bug and recorder detectors? 


The First Encyclopedia Of CIA Type Tricks 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

- LEE LAPIN - 

Can 10,000 private investigators, police chiefs intelligence agents (from both sides of the fence), embassies 
news reporters and the internal security forces of several mid-eastern countries all be wrong? 

. The most dangerous book ever published, -NBC newscaster, "one hell of a book, for the first time ANYONE 
can access the secret data banks and devices of the sophisticated powers"-National News Service, "the private 
eye's bibleV Association of Private Investigators, plus rave reviews in everything ranging from consumer pub 
licationsto Police Times . 

NOW AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC!! Now you can actually understand/use or protect yourself from 
becoming a target of any intelligence campaign. Hard-and fast data from skip tracing to state of the art 

surveillance!!! At Better Bookstores Everywhere OR 

ORDER TODAY BY MAIL OR TOLL FREE 


TELEPHONE" 


VISA MC ORDERS ONLY 800-345-81 12 in PA 800 662 2444 or mail 
S29.95iS4 0O jj&ajagfr to Aufaurn-Wolfe Co. Box 623 Holmes Pa 19043 Dep[ 50. 
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SON 

OFA 

GUN! 

CHILDREN’S SIZES 
NOW AVAILABLE 

Camouflage pants 
6 pocket — $14.95 
Adjustable waist and 
drawstring cuffs. 

Sizes 6-16 


Camouflage shirt 
4 pocket - $14.95, $27.95/set 
Sizes 6-16 


Camouflage T-shirt - $5.25 
Sizes Sm (6-8) Med (10-12) Lge (14-16) 
Camouflage web belt - $2.95, 3/$7,95 
Adjustable with roller type buckle. 

OD on reverse side. 

Black, blue, and khaki also available. 

Camouflage fatigue hats - $4.95 
Sizes XSM for children. 

Request FREE Catalog 

SAMLES me 

6413 N. Kinzua Ave., Box 46499, 
Dept. SF-1048, Chicago, II. 60646 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 



THE FAMOUS 
BUCK KNIFE 



(Model 110) w/Leather Case 

$24.95 ea. 


BUTTERFLY KNIFE 



All 440C Steel Hand Forged 
and Finished • Excellent Quality 
$28.50 ea. 


DEALERS INQUIRIES WELCOME 

Send Check or Money Order Plus 
$3.00 Handling Charge to: 

PERSONAL SECURITY & ARMAMENT 

(A Division of Roman Sales) 
Baccara Drive - New Fairfield, CT 06812 
or Call TOLL FREE 1.800-243-1053 
[in CT (203) 746-6536] 

For VISA and MasterCard Orders or C.O.D. 


another rifleman to the section. Developed 
by the AAI Corporation, the M203 was type 
classified by the U.S. Army in 1969. Since 
1971, Colt Industries’ Firearms Division 
has been the sole producer of the M203. 

After it has been mounted below the bar¬ 
rel of the M16 A1 rifle, the M203 is used and 
operates in the manner of a pump action 
shotgun. The action is opened by depressing 
the barrel latch, located on the left side, and 
sliding the barrel assembly forward. This 
movement forces the cocking lever down¬ 
ward and depresses the spring loaded firing 
pin to the rear. Moving the barrel assembly 
to the rear, after inserting a round, forces the 
cocking lever to move the firing pin forward 
to engage the primary trigger sear. As the 
barrel assembly is opened, the spring loaded 
extractor holds the empty case against the 
receiver until it is clear of the barrel. When 
the barrel is fully forward, a spring loaded 
ejector thrusts the spent case from the re¬ 
ceiver where it was held by the extractor. A 
safety lever is located just forward of the 
trigger, inside the trigger guard. To fire the 
M203 this safety must be in the forward 
position. The trigger guard may be rotated 
down and away from the magazine well for 
firing with gloves or mittens. The M203 is 
best fired with a 30-round M16 magazine in 
place to serve as a pistol grip. 

The M203 has two sight systems. The 
forward system is a folding leaf assembly 
mounted to the forearm. Its adjustable open 
ladder design supposedly permits rapid fir¬ 
ing without sight manipulation and uses the 
front sight of the rifle as its front aiming 
post. In my opinion, it requires the rifle to 
be held in such an awkward manner as to 
render it worthless for anything but 
emergency use under the most dire of cir¬ 
cumstances. 

The M203’s principal sighting system is a 
plastic quadrant sight that mounts to the left 
side of the M16A1 carrying handle. It in¬ 
cludes a mounting screw, quadrant sight 
assembly, clamp sight bracket assembly, 
sight latch, rearsight aperture, pivoting 
sight aperture arm, front sight post and 
pivoting sight post arm. Entirely too many 
components and entirely too fragile. This 
plastic fly trap wouldn’t last one operation 
without returning to the cuartel in a paper 
bag. The elevation quadrant is graduated in 
25 meter increments from 40 to 400 meters. 
Rearward pressure on the sight latch un¬ 
locks the quadrant’s sight arm allowing it to 
move along the elevation quadrant and 
centering the desired range. Horizontal zero 
is adjusted by pressing the rearsight retainer 
and moving the aperture toward the barrel to 
move the impact to the right. The M203 I 
tested shot so far to the left it could not be 
corrected by manipulation of the horizontal 
zero adjustment. 

The accuracy potential of the M79 and 
M203 are about equal with perhaps a slight 
edge going to the M203. The concept of 
combining a grenade launcher with the rifle 
is a righteous one. It is not only more com¬ 
forting to the grenadier but a more expedi¬ 
tious exploitation of manpower. The execu¬ 
tion of this concept in the form of the M203 




MKII MILITARY 


GRENADES 



WE DID OUR BEST TO COME UP 
WITH THE MOST COMPLETE SET OF 
NEW COMPONENTS FOR THIS 
CLASSIC AND MOST EFFECTIVE 
WEAPON. COMES WITH BRAND 
NEW, NEVER FIRED, COMPLETE 
STRIKER ASSEMBLY, HANDLE, 
DETONATOR CASING, PULL PIN, 
EXCELLENT CASTING AND SAFETY 
CUP, ETC. ALL THE HARDWARE, 
WITHOUT THE EXPLOSIVES. 
DEFINITELY NOT THE USUAL TYPE 2 
OR 3 PIECE PINEAPPLE GRENADE 
AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL ARMY/ 
NAVY STORE. THIS IS A REALLY 
OUTSTANDING OFFER THAT WE 
HAVE NEVER SEEN APPROACHED 
BY ANYONE ELSE. 

WARNING: FEDERAL LAW REQUIRES 
APPROVAL BEFORE ACTIVATION OF 
DESTRUCTIVE DEVICES 


MKII U.S. MILITARY 
PRACTICE GRENADES 


1 OR 2 GRENADES .S19.95 EACH 

3 OR MORE GRENADES. .$16.95 EACH 
SHIPPING & HANDLING 
ADD $3.00 PER ORDER 
CATALOG OF MANY OTHER MILITARY - 
ORDINANCE & PYROTECHNIC 
DEVICES . . . $2.00 - FREE WITH ORDER 
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P.O. Box 3339-B 
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AMI 


PANTS BELTS Military open face black buckle, nylon cordura web, latest issue. Khaki, olive drab or black. 

T-SHIRTS. WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE, QUALITY BLEND of SO/SO polyester and combed cotton, short sleeved, 
camo. Sizes S.M.L,XL. 

Two for $9,00; Four tor...... . . 

T-SHIRT. OLIVE DRAB Military style, quality weight 50/50 blend, S,M,L,XL 
Two lor $7.00; Four for 

MUSCLE T-SHIRTS. Woodland camouflage pattern. Sizes S,M,L,XL. 

SOCKS, TUBE. Olive drab, 40% wool, 40% cotton, 20% nylon. One size fits 9-14. $1.75 Pr,. Two pair for 
PONCHO, WET WEATHER. Olive drab nylon, U S. Mil. Spec, Two ponchos snap together tor a lent or ground cover 
BELT. PISTOL. Current issue, heavy olive drab nylon web. U.S. Mil. Spec. Medium $5.25; Large 
BATTLEDRESS WOODLAND U.S. Military Specification, current issue, Coals with 4 pockets — 2 breast and 2 lower pockets, wrth covered buttons. 
Trousers have 4 standard pockets and 2 large high bellows cargo pockets, cuffs have nulon drawstrings, seat, elbows, knees reinforced 
BDUCOAT . $22.50. BDU TROUSERS $22.50 


EACH $ 2.00 

II cut with ribbed collar in green 

S 4.95 

. $16.00 

$ 3.95 

$ 12.00 

. . .., .$ 5.98 

.. $3.00 

$15.95 
$ 5.75 


BATTLEDRESS, RIP-STOP. Same specs as above except in O.D. rip-stop nylon 


BAGS 


MILITARY KIT BAG. Vietnam pattern camouflage. 
Large 11x17x22 suitcase size. Heavy urethane 
coated nylon, tough and waterproof. Wrap around 2 
inch web handles and a 30 inch heavy duty brass 2 

way zipper with snap closure .$24.98 

MILITARY ROLL BAG. Woodland camouflage pattern 
in heavy ursthane coated nylon with wrap around 
handles. 18 inch S7.9B; 22 inch .$8.98 

MILITARY TOOL BAG. Olive drab heavy canvas with 
web wrap around handle and double bottom . $ 6.50 
TANKER TOOL BAG Heavy olive drab canvas, 
reinforced buttom and inside pockets, heavy brass 
zipper with flap closure $13 .98 


$22.50 


PACK 


HEADGEAR 


CAP. HILL STREET BLUES. High quality cap in black 
nylon blend seil cloth, high front crown. Same cap as 
worn in famous television show “Hill Street bfues". 

S.M.L.XL .$ 5.95 

CAP, BASEBALL, NAVY, WOOL. All wool in navy 
blue, adj. strap in back, eyelet vents. U.S. Navy 

issue. One size fits all ... .. $ 6.98 

HAT, JUNGLE, BLACK. S.W.A.T. style, heavy cotton 

cloth. S.M.L.XL $ 4.95 

HAT, RANGER, RIP-STOP. Latest Military issue. O.D. 
rip-stop nylon material with screen vents, nylon bullet 
band and nylon chin strap. S,M,L,XL $ 9.50 

BERET. Wool with nylon quilled padded lining. S.O F. 
green, Special Forces maroon. S.M.L.XL . $ 6.98 

Also available in woodland camouflage. S,M,L T XL 
.S 6.98 

CAP, BASEBALL. Military Specification heavy wood¬ 
land camouflage reinforced material with nylon black 

mesh back. Adjustable. .$ 4.50 

CAP, HOT WEATHER Olive drab Mil. Spec, cloth, 
reinforced front, eyelet vents, adjustable .$ 5.00 



PACK FIELD SET, CAMOUFLAGE WITH CAMOU¬ 
FLAGE SHOULDER STRAPS. LC-2, Medium heavy 
cordura water repellent nylon manufactured to U.S. 
Military Specifications. Three large external pockets, 
interna) compartment has two separate sections, LC- 
2 Straps, heavily padded, quick release on both 

straps Woodland pattern .SET $69.95 

PACK FIELD, COMBAT, BLACK WITH BLACK 
SHOULDER STRAPS. Description as above 

.SET $69.95 

PACK, COMBAT. U.S. Military Specification. Water 
repellent, olive green nylon, rubber lined, nylon web 
straps. Complete w/keepers $16.50 


HELMET, STEEL Olive drab, complete with liner. 

suspension and chin strap .$58.50 

HELMET COVER. Camouflage woodland pattern with 

eyelets. $ 4.98 

KAMIKAZE HEADBAND. White with red rising sun and 
black Japanese characters $3.50 

BANDANNA. Woodland camouflage, olive drab, ligor 
stripe, Vietnam camouflage, WWII camouflge and 
black. Ouality material and patterns. $1.50 each or 

any five patterns for.S 6.50 

HAT, JUNGLE, OLIVE DRAB. In heavy cotton cloth 
with buil8t band and cotton chin strap. Sizes 

S.M.L.XL. S 4.95 

CAP, UTILITY, CASMOUFLAGE, U.S.M.C. CAP. Mil. 

Spec. Woodland pattern. Sizes S.M.L.XL $ 5.50 

HAT, RANGER. Woodland pattern, update of Vietnam 
jungle hat. Current Military issue. 50/50 nylon cotton 
with screen vents, nylon bullet band, nylon chin 
strap. Sizes S,M,L,XL $9.50 


AT GEAR 


SWAT BAG. Military tankers tool bag style. Heavy, reinforced black canvas duck. Black web handles, inside pockets, heavy duty brass zipper with flap 

closure .. . $13.95 

CAP SWAT Black heavy sail cloth with reinforced front. Eyelet vents, adjustable $ 5.00 

WALLET, COMMANDO. Nylon tri-fold, velcro closure, photo insert, extra pockets. Commando black or woodland camouflage quality material $ 4.98 

WATCHBAND, COMMANDO. Military style in quality black or olive drab nylon web with velcro adjustments, S.M.L.XL $ 2.25 

BERET, COMMANDO. Wool with nylon padded lining, quality military detailed style beret. Sizes S,M,L,XL $ 6.98 

BANDANNA, BLACK. 21x22 quality material $ 1.50 

SHOTGUN POUCH. Black heavy duty cordura nylon, holds 12 shells. Two anap closure with keepers for attaching to pistol belt..$ 5.50 

PACK, FIELD. COMBAT, BLACK WITH BLACK SHOULDER STRAPS. U.S. Mil. Spec, construction. SWAT/SPECIAL FORCES issue. Set is heavy 
cordura water repellent Military Specification nylon. 3 large external pockets. Internal pocket has two separate sections. Shoulder straps are heavily 
padded Mil. Spec, construction LC-2, Medium Pack Set . $69.05 

PACK COMBAT, BLACK. Special Forces/SWAT issue. Mil, Spec., water repellent nylon, rubber lined, nylon web straps, complete with keepers $16.50 
BATTLEDRESS, BLACK. U.S. Navy “Seal" and Police S.W.A.T. issue. U.S. Military Specifications, current issue. Coats with 4 pockets, reinforced elbow 

patches and covered buttons. Trousers with 4 pockets and 2 large bellows cargo pockets, cuffs have nylon drawstrings, reinforced knees and seat. 

BDUCOAT.$27.50...,,. BDU TROUSERS *27.50 


ORDERING INFORMATION: 

MC end VISA ACCEPTED Include expiration date. 

Include sufficient postage, Insurance and handling — a minimum of 
*3.00 — any overage will be refunded or credited. 

Personal checks held 14 days. 

Telephone C.O.D. orders only with a $4,00 handling charge. 

All orders processed same day aa received. 


ALL MERCHANDISE IF NOT U.S. MILITARY 
ISSUE IS MANUFACTURED TO U.S. MILI¬ 
TARY SPECIFICATIONS AND STANDARDS. 
ALL ITEMS ARE BRAND NEW AND IF NOT 
COMPLETELY SATISFIED, 100% MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEED. 


is wrong, however. One of the four M203s 
assigned to the Atlacatl Battalion fell out the 
bottom of its shipping carton two feet down 
onto the concrete floor of the almacen 
(supply room) when we were drawing them 
out. The trigger guard sheared in two 
pieces. Unless backed by a substantial in¬ 
ventory of spare parts at the battalion level, 
adoption of the M203 would increase down 
time of the battalion’s 40mm grenade 
launchers by an unacceptable amount. It 
was my recommendation to Major Azmitia 
that they decline the replacement of their 
M79s with the M203. He did so. 

Our patrol was preparing to return to the 
cuartel. It was after midnight and no contact 
or hard intelligence on G’s in the area. I 
spotted our machine gunner humping along 
silently with his FN MAG and smiled into 
the night air. 

Designed by M. Ernest Vervier in the 
early 1950s, the FN MAG (Mirailleuse a 
Gaz) still reigns supreme as the world’s best 
belt-fed general-purpose machine gun 
(GPMG). From Israel to South Africa and 
from Western Europe to Latin America it 
continues to chop down mostly bad guys. 
Only the United States and Australia were 
foolish enough to adopt the pathetic M60 
(our Third World surrogates have no say in 
the matter). The TO MAG has even broken 
into the U.S. inventory through the guise of 
its vehicular version, the M240, (See SOF, 
“Blue Force Blast,” December ’82) pro¬ 
duced by FN Manufacturing, Inc. (Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 104, Columbia, SC 29202). 

Very briefly (as it will soon be the topic of 
a major SOF test and evaluation), the FN 
MAG is gas operated (as its name implies), 
belt fed from the left side and fires from the 
open-bolt position. The quick-change barrel 
is chrome lined, as is the receiver’s interior, 
feed tray, piston and feed channel. The gas 
regulator has three positions for operation 
under adverse conditions and for variation 
of the cyclic rate from a low of 650-750 rpm 
to a high of 900-1100 rpm. The principle of 
operation is that of the Browning Automatic 
rifle (BAR), but turned upside-down (i.e., 
the locking lever engages a locking shoulder 
at the bottom, instead of the top, of the 
receiver). The feed mechanism and trigger 
mechanism are those of the MG 42. 

Weighing about the same as the M60 (23 
pounds), the TO MAG is reliable and can be 
disassembled with ease. Firing pins break 
on occasion and the gas regulator’s split 
rings are wont to be lost in the bush during 
field maintenance, but there is little else to 
fault in the MAG. The cyclic rate is a bit 
high, but trained gunners can deliver four to 
five-shot bursts with less group dispersion 
than the M60 (not always an attribute when 
engaging area targets). 

While training the troops of the 3rd Infan¬ 
try Brigade in San Miguel (now under the 
dynamic and charismatic command of Lt. 
Col. Domingo Monterrosa) in the M60 and 
M2 HB .50 caliber Browning machine 
guns, I uncovered eight FN MAGs aban¬ 
doned by the Somozistas when they fled 
Nicaragua, Chambered in 7.62mm NATO 
these guns were unfortunately set up for the 


Price* and nwchandlw subject to change without 

notice. 

Call 1-800-424-8604 TOLL FREE. 


American Military Industries, Inc. 1204 Princess Anne St./Fredericksburg, VA 22401 

In VA: 703/373-7244 Watts: 800/424-8604 


Telex: 82-7345 send $ 2.00 for complete military catalog 


W.W. #2 COLLECTORS HEAD GEAR (State Sizes Wanted) 


+ 0ver 40,000 items in stock & we pay postage 



01. Waffen S S. Oversea Style Grey Summer 
Weight. Silver piping. Correct Bevo Skull & Eagle 

. .$24.00 

#2. Waften S.S. M-43 Take Down Style. Grey 
Summer Weight. Silver Piping on Crown. Bevo 

Skull & Eagle. *30.00 

#3. S.S. Officers Black Winter Weight M-43 Take 
Down Style. Silver Piping, Metal Eagle & S.S. 

Buttons ... $26.00 

04. S.S. Officers Green Winter Weight M-43 Ski. 
Correct Bevo Insignia & Buttons (Have few with 
Army insignia),.Your choice S.S. or Army 

.. $32.00 

05. Luftwaffe Flying Officers Summer, white top 
Visor Cap, Metal Insignia & Eagle, Silver Chin 

Cord _............ .$58.00 

06. U Boat Captains Cap Removable. Washable 
White Top. Hand Made Gold Thread Insignia & 
Visor Braid. Leather Chin Strap.$88.00 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG • $3.00 
Postpaid (Send FREE with any Order). 

W.W. 2 LTD. sf?ou“ 6 M 3 o F 63, 58 
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German DM6 non-disintegrating belt (suc¬ 
cessor to the Gurt 33 belt used with the MG 
34/42 machine guns). As they were of little 
use in this condition, they departed with me 
on the helicopter back to the ameria at the 
Atlacatl Battalion cuartel. 

The extractor groove tab on the DM6 link 
is located upper dead-center and therefore 
the rear cartridge stop was positioned at the 
bottom of the feed tray. The FN armorer’s 
manual states that conversion to the disin¬ 
tegrating U.S. M13 link, which has the ex¬ 
tractor groove tab on the right side, requires 
a new feed tray, feed mechanism and top 
cover. Not so. Whaling away with hack 
saw, swiss files and Moto tool, I soon con¬ 
verted all eight feed trays to reliably accept 
the M13 link. Cannibalizing parts, five of 
these guns were put back into the choir to 
sing loudly for the G’s. 

Central America has shuffled through so 
many wars for so many years its armories 
are veritable cornucopian coffers of military 
weaponry. In search of M60 barrels and 
bipods one day, I came upon the rarest of the 
rare in a comer of the Atlacatl almacen — 
four unfjred Solothurn MG-30 light 
machine guns still packed in the original 
cosmoline! Furthermore, they were cham¬ 
bered for the 7x57mm cartridge — an un¬ 
known chambering, as all were previously 
thought to be in caliber 7.92mm Mauser 
only. 

The Solothurn MG-30 LMG (known by 
the factory as the S-2-200) offers a classic 
study in the devious intrigues employed by 
the European merchants of death during its 
era. The weapon was actually designed by 
Louis Stange of Rheinmetall-Ehrhardt in 
Dusseldorf, Germany. In 1929 Rheinmetall 
purchased the Swiss firm of Waffenfabrik 
Solothurn A. G. Two months after its 
purchase, Solothurn offered the Model 
1929 machine gun for sale. In 1930 the 
refined version, the MG-30, was adopted by 
Austria. Not surprising, as Steyr is credited 
with building all the components for the gun 
which was assembled only at the Solothurn 
plant (located outside the jurisdictions of the 
Versailles treaty). Hungary adopted the gun 
in 1931 as the Model 31. 

The MG-30 is short-recoil operated, air 
cooled and weighs only 17 pounds. It is fed 
by a 25-round magazine from the left side. 
The cylindrical bolt has a central locking 
ring which holds the bolt and barrel together 
by means of six interrupted threads. Using a 
peculiar system called timed inertia firing, 
the firing pin is permitted to strike the prim¬ 
er only after locking is completed and an 
obstruction is removed. The face of the trig¬ 
ger has two depressions, the uppermost, 
marked “E” for semiautomatic Fire and the 
lower one marked “R” for full-auto fire. 
The cyclic rate is 750 rpm. 

Upon Firing, the barrel, bolt, bolt exten¬ 
sion, recoil spring guide and locking ring 
move rearward under the action of recoil as 
a single unit. After a short distance, the 
rollers on the locking ring engage a spiral 
groove in the walls of the cylindrical receiv¬ 
er to rotate and unlock the bolt. While the 
bolt and recoil spring guide continue to 


SWITCHBLADE 


When you need one-handed operation, it flashes 
open at the touch of a button, revealing a gleaming 
four-inch blade of polished stainless steel, which 
locks rigidly into position above the hard, 
imitation buffalo horn handle, 

FINALLY YOU CAN OWN ONE!! 

THIS GENUINE SWITCHBLADE KNIFE OF THE FINEST 
MATERIALS IS COMPLETELY FINISHED AND IS IN 
FULLY LEGAL KIT FORM. REQUIRING ONLY A COUPLE 
OF MINUTES OF EASY ASSEMBLY* 


YOURS FOR ONLY $29.95 
SPECIAL iNIRO-OFFERf 3 KFTS FOR $64.95 


All parts and simple instructions included. 


AVtlLAOl.E TO UmE-aRMED FEftEGfla. W-lITARv AND POLICE FEREONNEL ONLY. 
■ l HE cornet riUM QI i m:5 k; T MAY VIOLATE CERT£ 
EOMPLflAUrCE 15 HU>CP 5 HP. MPOREiaiLI r f. 


World's No.1 

Military 

Binocular 


Steiner’s Commander is absolutely among the 
best binoculars ever made. 

Their brightness is extraordinary even under low 
lighting conditions. Thanks to Steiner’s com¬ 
pact, concentrated and powerful optics. 

They’re lightweight too. Fiber reinforced poly¬ 
carbonate makes them lighter and more durable 
than conventional binoculars. 

A rugged, rubber-coated exterior enables you a 
firm grip. Makes them slip-and-slide-proof. 

What’s more, Steiner’s Commander features: 

• An integrated compass for identifying the loca¬ 
tion of an object with pinpoint accuracy. Right 
through the lenses. Under your target image. 


• Water-proof, noise-free, 
and shock-proof. 

• Soft eyepieces and Dis¬ 
tance/height scale. 

• Steiner: Military binocu¬ 
lars for over 40 nations. 

• Custom options such as 
reticles for target iden¬ 
tification available. Other 

Steiner Military-Marine models: 6 x 30 Compact, 
7x50—the brightest, 10x50—high power, 
15x80— highest powered hand-held binocu¬ 
lars, 24 x 80 telescope, plus Rifle scopes, Elec¬ 
tronic image intensifiers, Periscopes. Inquire 
about optical sub-contracting. 


Call our Instant Info SPECIAL HOTLINE at 1-800-257-7742 
(NJ, Alaska, outside continental USA, Call 609/854-2424) Or Write 
PIONEER & CO. , 216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 


PERSONAL CHECK/MONEY ORDERS TO; 

f HI EDGE CDMFAHT 
FILM I54S 
N0HTHPOHT. M. 117CB 
[5 m ii‘19-0599 

ADD SI.58 SHIPPING PER KFT 

FASTER SERVICE AND C 0,0, 
CALL f5161 54^0599 — 


THE 
COMMANDER 
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For more information and name of closest dealer call toll free: 
U S. (outside Calif.): 1 (800) 262 2220. In Calif.: 1 (800) 341-3330. 


ORDER INSTRUCTIONS: Master Charge and Visa (send account number and expiration date) 
personal checkB or money order. Add $3.00 for postage, CA residents add 6% sales tax. Special 
Weapons Products catalog of professional gear $1 (free with order). All products carry lifetime 
warranty against defects in material or workmanship. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. BLDG. 601 
SF-12 SPACE CENTER, MIRA LOMA, CA 91752. 


Don’t just take our word, here is what the experts say 
about Special Weapons Products... 

“Special Weapons Products one-ups everyone else in 
nylon gear bag and holster business”... S.O.F. June ’84 
“Expensive, yet is the best carrying case of its type 
money can buy”... SWAT Dec. ’84. 

Passed the 24 hour test with flying colors, Survival 
Guide April ’84. 


THE BADGER- ‘For revolvers and autos. ‘Rides close 
to body for maximum concealment and stability. 
‘Extremely fast. ‘Utilizes S.W.P.'s famous 24 Hour 
harness-for maximum comfort. ‘Magazine or speed 
loader pouch std. (specify). ‘Now available in black or 


tan (specify). 

No.1210 with mag pouch 

No.1210 S|_, with speed loader pouch.$44.95 

No.1290 handcuff case for above...$9.95 


THE CLASSIC * Weight balanced between shoulders 
and belt. ‘Quick release pull through retainer for max¬ 
imum security. ‘Hugs body for maximum concealment 
of large caliber weapons. ‘Designed to allow proper grip 
on firearm. ‘Famous 24 Hour harness with no excess 
buckles or fasteners that can cause discomfort or show 
lumps through clothing. ‘Available In black or tan. 
No.1215 large frame auto w/doubie mag pouch$49.95 
No.1216 4” revolver w/dbl. speed loader pouch$49.95 
No.1217 6” revolver w/dbl. speed loader pouch$54.95 
No.1218 8” revolver w/dbl. speed loader pouch$54.95 
1290 handcuff case for above...$9.95 


Official 
U.S. Military 

BERETS 

In 5 Elite Corps Colors 



The official supplier of genuine berets for all American armed forces has 
made these durable caps to military specifications. The 100% virgin wool 
beret is fully lined with adjustable drawstring. Includes Certificate of 
Authenticity. 


$ 1425 - 


□Visa DMC DCheck DMoneyOrder 


Please indicate quantities 


CC* 


Exp. Date 


Name 


Street 


City 


St ate/Zip 



S 

M 

L 

XL 

GREEN 

(Special Forces) 





BLUE 
(Air Force) 





MAROON 
(82nd Airborne) 





BLACK 

(Rangers) 





SCARLET 
(Air Force) 






•add e 2.50 for shipping & handling 
(Arkansas residents add 4%) 

BANCROFT CAP COMPANY SF-2 
59 Fountain Street, Framingham, MA 01701 


TOTAL AMT. 


For Credit Card Orders ONLY Call 

1-800-227-3800 Ext. 361 

24 Hour Service 
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move back, the rearward travel of the other 
components is checked by a buffer and they 
are held in this retracted position. The emp¬ 
ty case is ejected and the recoil spring com¬ 
pressed. Counter recoil commences as the 
bolt moves forward to strip a round from the 
magazine and chamber it. Barrel changing 
and disassembly is accomplished by rotat¬ 
ing the buttstock assembly 60 degrees to the 
lqft and withdrawing it from the recevier. 
The barrel with its attached bolt and carrier 
can then he dropped out the rear. 

Using FN ammunition manufactured for 
Venezuela in 1934, I fifed many hundreds 
of rounds through the MG-30. Other than a 
few hang-fires, caused no doubt by the 50- 
year-old ammunition, the gun fired without 
malfunction. And, what a joy to clean a 
recoil operated machine gun as opposed to 
the gas pigs of this day and age. Very reli¬ 
able, graceful in appearance, beautifully 
made, fitted and finished with a high polish 
rust blue, they really don’t make them this 
way anymore — well-worn cliche that it is. 

And so the Germans sold machine guns to 
their enemies through Switzerland, the Gs 
shot at the Salvadoran Army with Ml6s we 
left in Vietnam and the Salvos shoot back 
with ammunition made in communist 
Yugoslavia. It remains forever as Aeschy¬ 
lus said two and a half thousand years ago, 
“So in the Libyan fable it is told 
That once an eagle, stricken with a dart, 
Said, when he saw the fashion of the 
shaft, 

‘With our own feathers, not by others’ 
hands, 

Are we now smitten.’ ’’ 

That theme was running through my 
mind as our patrol straggled back into the 
Atlacatl cuartel for debriefing and rest. 
There had been no trace of the G’s. It was 
time to write my story about the war 
weapons of El Salvador. ^ 


Stand by for ACTION! 
In the January ’85 
Issue of SOF 

• Afghan up-date 

• A dive on the Andrea Doria 

• And much, much more. 

ON SALE AT YOUR NEWSSTAND 
IN DECEMBER 



22 CAL. PELLET 
FIRING 


10 ROUND - 
FREE: Target 
Not Sold in New York City - No Permit Required 


This rapid fire .22 Cal. "Commando” type machine pistol 
look’s like the famous, hard-hitting weapon so pcpuiar with 
combat attack groups. The side mounted, detachable, ten- 
round clip sprays pellets into the target as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. Only $4.95 plus 95c for postage and hand¬ 
ling. Complete satisfaction guaranteed or your money re¬ 
funded. NY State Res. add Sales Tax. 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 26SAZ53 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 
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KNIFE FIGHTING, 
KNIFE THROWING 
FOR COMBAT 



OHARA PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

1813 Victory Place, P.0. Box 7728 
Burbank, CA 91510-7728 


by Michael D. Echanis 

A book which reveals for the first time, knife 
combat techniques adapted from the 
2,000-year-old art of Hwarang Do, used by 
elite units of the Special Warfare 
branches of the U.S. 

Military. 


Code 


No. 129 

$795 


Send check or charge with Visa or MasterCard 
(use account no. and expiration date). 


• California residents add 6% sales tax. 

• L.A. and Bay Area Counties add 6 V 2 V 0 . 

• Shipping and handling: 1 book—$1.00. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES: Please submit Int'l. M.O. or Bank 
Draft, payable in U.S. funds. Add $2.00 for first item plus 
75c for each additional item for Postage and Handling. 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
H-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-Q101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under Tvshirt. 



Front & Back Protector . . $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels . . . $27.50 ppd. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edge wood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


PAKTIA RECON 

Continued from page 83 


Tension decreased rapidly once we 
reached the foothills on the north side of the 
plain. We turned off onto a stream bed. The 
road had once been a camel path, but since 
the war began, the Afghans have improved 
and widened it for wheeled traffic. Just 
barely: The sandy bottom was full of sharp 
rocks, the walls were about 30 feet tall and 
barely wide enough for our drivers to 
squeeze through. In places we left paint 
behind. Speed was agonizingly slow and 
“kickers” walked in front of us to remove 
recently fallen rocks too large to drive over. 
Despite all that, the narrow gorge provided 
perfect cover, since it was virtually impossi¬ 
ble to spot the convoy from the air. 

The canyon eventually petered out, and 
we turned north on a wider stream bed, 50 to 
100 meters across mostly dry but with 
small, shallow streams running along the 
sides. We occasionally passed houses but, 
except for one stop at a mosque for evening 
prayers, which drew out the locals, we saw 
few permanent inhabitants in the canyon. 

Since it was getting dark and I knew we 
were close to Urgun, I rashly assumed we 
were near our night position. I never 
thought the Freedom Fighters would drive 
within a few kilometers pf a Russian base 
with their lights on. When they went on, I 
discovered I was riding in the only truck 
with two headlghts that worked. The first 
truck stopped and word came back for us to 
take the lead. One mujahid said something 
in Pushtu. Everyone else laughed. 

I joined in when Abdul translated: “The 
business about the headlight is just an ex¬ 
cuse. The others wanted us to lead because 
of the mines.” Actually the Soviets never 
plant mines in stream beds, and they have, 
for reasons known only to themselves, de¬ 
creased the number of air-dropped anti¬ 
personnel mines. There are support groups 
in the States that would like to take credit for 
that by saying they have brought the pres¬ 
sure of world opinion down on the Soviets 
for using air-scatterable, indisciminate 
mines on the mujahideen. More likely, the 
Russians have simply decided the tactic is 
no longer effective since the Freedom Fight¬ 
ers have long since learned to spot and avoid 
these explosive devices. 

We were getting closer to Urgun. The 
canyon walls loomed 200 feet or higher or\ 
either side and seemed to shimmer in the 
dancing shadow of six headlights. I asked 
my translator if the Russians wouldn’t spot 
the light and react to our movement. 

He laughed: “The Russians can see those 
reflections, but they won’t come out 
tonight. TheyTl be shit-scared. The lights 
will toll them we’re in the area and their 
concern will be what we’ll do to them.” 

Around 2200 as we maneuvered through 
yet another stream bed, we finally spotted a 
light, coming from a fortified house high up 


DEFEAT ANY 
ATTACKER.... 




INSTANTLY! 

STUM GUN 

40,000 volts will instantly 
"scramble" an attacker’s ner¬ 
vous system causing immed¬ 
iate (temporary) paralysis! 
By simply touching your 
attacker anywhere he will drop 
helpless even through many 
layers of clothing. But not 
lethal. 

SAFE* LEGAL* EFFECTIVE 
STUN GUN... .$69.95 
Charger/battery. ...$14.95 
(unit must use rechargeable 
9-volt battery) 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

All blades 440 stainless, 5” closed. 
Guaranteed quality, 

1. Brass lining, stainless handle 

-$lfett-NowI .$15.95 

2. Black silicon coated blade, skeleton 
handle plated black. 

4M*5-Now1 ..$24.95 

3. Black silicon coated blade, skeleton 
handle, antique brass plated. 

42945-Nowl ... $24.95 


NINJA HAND CLAWS 

Used (or climbing or self-defense. 
Adjustable straps. 

NW-100 .,, $24.95 pr. 




AUTOMATIC TELESCOPIC 
POLICE BATON 

Heavy duty model. Press release lever and chromed heavy steel 
tubes lock into place. Comes with leather holster. 

WW-61 ...... .Now $24.95 



NINJA SWORD 

This is it! Authentic styled sword features a 24" tempered steel 
blade that can be sharpened to a fine edge. Black braided 
handle, square steel guard, black lacquered wood case (stand 
not included). 

NW-94.$109.00 

KSS-01 (stand) ...$14.95 


LARGEST SELECTION OF MARTIAL ART 
WEAPONS - SOME TOO DANGEROUS TO 
ADVERTISE. SEND FOR CATALOG TODAY! 


Send to: DRAGONMASTER 

1474 Monterey Pass Rd. Dept. SF Monterey Pk., CA 91754 


Qty. 


Description 


Total 


Shipping charges- 
up to S20 ....... $1.95 

up to $50 ..... , $3.00 

over $50 , $5.00 


□ Visa 
Card No._ 

Name._ 

Address^ 
City _ 


□ Mastercard 


•CA 614 % tax 
Shipping 
Total 

exp. date. 


-State _ 


-Zip. 


DECEMBER 84 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 125 


















NEW 6 FT. TAKE - DOWN BLOWGUN 

SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 


— 


Bore-Lock Cone Darts 
$10.00 per 100 


Our guns come 
fully assembled. 
Not a kit that 
you have to put 


Beaded Darts 
$3.50 per 100 


Broadheads 
$10.00 per 100 
(5 free with gun) 

r ^ & 



IDEAL 

^ GIFT 

You get combined: 
2' Biowgun 

V!i Biowgun 

AW Biowgun 

6' Biowgun 

Don't be fooled by 
other's low prices. 
This is the finest 
Biowgun on the market 

All for $24.98 
plus 125 free darts 
plus carrying case 


Free with each 
Biowgun 
100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Darts 


Exotic Sports presents the NEW 4-in-l Yaqua 6' Take-Down Biowgun 
combined. Super Speed! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for 
hunters, backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Can hit a beer 
can at 200 ft. Can pierce W wood. NOT A TOY, dart is spring steel. Clever kits 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. Safety 
mouthpiece. Material is camouflaged aluminum. Hunters use ‘long’ darts for 
large animals. Police use ‘very short’ darts for dog control (just skin pricks). 
Complete with 125 dart kit. $24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, 
get 500 darts FREE. Order by mail from: 

Exotic Sports, Inc. Lucky St. Box 129F 

Fayette Mo. 65248 


FREE 40-page 
Catalog 
with order 


VISA. M. C.. AM. EXP.S C.O.D. 
TOLL TRIE 24 HRS.-ORDERS ONLY 
.1-800-248-5128or 1-800-227-1617 ext. 601 


NEW SAFETY 
MOUTHPIECE 


60-DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 


DEALER 
INQUIRIES WELCOME 



NIGHTSTALKER Accessories 

SWAT Cmp • Solid Black cotton sailcloth, adj. tab, 

one size fits all $5.00 

Utility Cap - Baseball style, similar to SWAT, but has 
mesh back, (also avail, in Olive, Camo, Tiger), one 
size. .$4. 50 

Black T-Shirt - Crew neck, 50 poly/50 cotton, S to 

XL. $4.25 

Black Flald Jackat Military specs. M65 Field Coat, 
XS thru XL, reg. length only, {also Olive, Tab, Camo, 

and Maroon). $48.50 

Black Butt Pack - Nylon ‘fanny 1 pack, 
made to Gl specs., rubber liner, carry¬ 
ing handle on top, Belt Keepers. $18.50 
Black Flashlight - Gl, Anglehead, 2 cell, 
durable plastic, (also in olive or black 
w/yellow ends). ..... ..... $$8.50 

.45 Magazine Carrier - 3 pkt. Belt Pouch, holds 6- .45 
or 3— 9mm, top quality, 8 oz. nylon pack cloth, 
(camo, tpo) .. $16.50 

Gl Type M16/AR15 Pouch - Black 
nylon, holds 3 30 rnd mags, made 
to exact Gl specs. (LC-2) $11.50 
In olivegreen. $8.50 


gemini ‘NIGHTSTALKER’ 

Black Combat Fatigues 

COAT - Four pocket, Vietnam style military specs, but 
with durable poly-cotton fabric, XS thru XL, reg. 

lengths only.. .. . , $28.50 *55 i0 S6t 

TROUSERS • Six pocket, Vietnam style, Gl specs., full bellow cargo 
pockets, pull tab at waist, and drawstring for blousing, XS-XL, reg. or 
long. .$28.50 

NIGHTSTALKER 
Assault Load 

Complete Load - Includes 
suspenders, belt, 1st aid 
pouch, ,45 Mag. pouch, rifle 
mag pouch, hip holster, and 
canteen with cover ... $58.50 
(add $4.00 to substitute Gl 
style M16 pouch for rifle mag 
pouch) 

Suapandara - Black nylon, LC-1 style , , _ . $11.50 

Equipment Balt - Black nylon, LC-1 type . . . $9.50 

Compaaa/lat Aid Pouch - Black nylon, LC-1 style 




& 


. $3.00 

Hip Holster • Black padded nylon, belt keepers, 
snap closure, tie-down string, fits .45 auto & similar 

size weapons. .....$15.00 

Magazine Pouch • Black nylon web, holds two .45 

mags, velcro closure...... ...... $9.50 

Rida Magazine Pouch - Black nylon, w/snap closure, 

specify: M16-30, M18-40, or .308.$7.50 

Canteen w/cover - Black plastic 1 qt. canteen 
w/black nylon LC-1 style padded cover/carrier. $8.25 
Note: above Belt and Canteen also avail. In olive; 
other Items available in olive or camo. 

Shotshell Cartridge Belt • Similar to Equipment 
Belt, bul has elastic loops for shot shells, holds 
approx. 25.. .. ..$15.00 


Shipping Information: All orders MUST include $3.00 handling fee. Outside continental U.S. add 
estimated shipping cost. Add $2.50 for C.O.D. Free catalog with $25.00 & over purchase. Prices and 
availability of merchandise subject to change without notice. Send check or money order to: 

GEMINI INDUSTRIES 

P.O. Box 20064 F, Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
(405) 642-6795 • Send $5.00 for complete catalog 


on a steep hill. Our truck led the way up. 
Our “kickers” greeted the woman who had 
come out of the house. Once she saw who 
they were, her fear of a marauding govern¬ 
ment patrol turned to joy and considerable 
bustle as she prepared to receive us. While 
the mujahideen moved the other trucks and 
unloaded supplies (generally they take food 
with them when travelling in a large convoy 
so they won’t impoverish the civilians 
whose hospitality they enjoy), I watched 
lanterns being lighted throughout the can¬ 
yon. The locals had figured out what was 
happening. From every house men or 
women brought food (curds and bread), tea 
or cold spring water. 

Reveille came at 0400. There was no time 
for breakfast since we had a long drive. We 
were to meet local guides who would take us 
on foot to within a kilometer of Urgun, So 
much for Abdul’s second promise. We pas¬ 
sed several recently bombed-out settle¬ 
ments. Russian policy: they bomb civilian 
settlements extensively to create free-fire 
zones immediately around Urgun and to 
leave the mujahideen without a civilian base 
for support. 

Our objective was a canyon north of the 
fort. It had been a major base during the 
1983 siege. The Russians bombed it and 
heli-lifted troops into the canyon in January 
1984. At the time of the Russian attack, 
only two muj were in the base and they 
scrambled over the cliffs to escape. But 
NIFA lost a considerable stock of food and 
ammunition. The ammo dump took a direct 
hit and the explosion blasted a cave some 20 
feet across and 10 feet deep into solid rock. 
Our guides failed to show up so we started to 
drive back the way we’d come to another 
base. 

I never made it. Another truck broke 
down about halfway. Our truck was dele¬ 
gated to stay while the other one was re¬ 
paired. The two trucks were parked under 
trees near a house and the mechanics went to 
work. The area looked prosperous. I saw 
several large houses fronted by fruit-bearing 
trees along the edge of the stream and well- 
irrigated fields. In the shade, high up in the 
mountains, it was quite pleasant. As I 
looked around at the pastoral scene, it was 
hard to believe that the country was actually 
occupied by a hated enemy and that a vi¬ 
cious war was blazing. Only the ever¬ 
present AKs and Lee-Enfields within reach 
of the farmers working in the fields belied 
the peacefulness. 

Around noon the mechanics had the truck 
running again, so we headed for the other 
camp. There we found that part of our group 
had already left to walk over the hills to 
Urgun. We settled down on cushions for tea 
in the shade of a grove of trees. Whep the 
recon party returned, the local commander, 
a teacher and wealthy landowner, laid out a 
feast: goat liver and kidneys, goat kabobs, 
boiled goat, rice and chicken, goat in onion 
sauce, nan, tea and — much more to my 
surprise — two kinds of combread and cold 
goat buttermilk. After lunch we settled 
down to drink tea and wait for the end of the 
Soviet flying tipie. 
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original “bevo” woven con¬ 
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We left about 1700. While following the 
stream bed back out toward open country, 
we had our “contact 7 the little boys in the 
canyon. After a long, tedious drive through 
more streambeds on the west side of Urgun, 
we reached our night position just before 
dark, a fort overlooking a good-sized, open 
valley. On the hill it was windy and chilly. 
The mujahideen wrapped up in their patous 
settled on cushions and waited for the in¬ 
evitable goat. Lanterns were lighted. The 
men sat around joking and talking. I deeply 
regretted not knowing any Pushtu, since my 
translator wasn’t there. From the laughter, I 
knew it was an interesting, witty conversa¬ 
tion. 

Later, the Afghan sitting next to me, who 
turned out to be an electrical engineer and 
reasonably fluent in English, told me that 
the men were telling jokes about the Rus¬ 
sians and various mujahideen. The engineer 
was quite knowledgeable about the Soviets, 
having once worked on the Russian air base 
at Bagram, north of Kabul. He had a low 
opinion of their army and troop morale, 
which he attributed to poor housing, in¬ 
adequate food and their officers’ general 
lack of humanity. 

“They are taking the long view toward 
the war,” he explained. “They don’t care 
how long it takes, what it costs, how many 
of our people they kill, or how many of their 
men die.’’ 

He, like many educated Afghans I talked 
to, was concerned about America’s appar¬ 
ent disinterest in the war and Russia’s suc¬ 
cess in the propaganda war inside Pakistan. 

Without Pakistan to operate from, the 
mujahideen could not wage a war of inde¬ 
pendence against the invaders. The Rus¬ 
sians actively support leftist political groups 
inside Pakistan, which are pressuring Gen. 
Zia-ul-Haq to end his support of the mujahi¬ 
deen. The engineer also thought the Russian 
support and training of Baluchi nationalists 
was less to create and secure an independent 
Baluchistan than to keep pressure on Zia 
over Afghanistan. (The Baluchi tribes of 
southwestern Pakistan have never enjoyed 
wearing the Pakistan collar and it is widely 
known in Southwest Asia that significant 
numbers of them are receiving training in¬ 
side Afghanistan.) 

“Although when the time comes, they 
[the Russians] will try and take Baluchistan, 
too,’’ the engineer said. “They are a peace- 
loving people, you know, not like you 
Americans. Breshnev said it in a speech. All 
the Russians want is peace — a piece of 
Poland, a piece of Germany and a piece of 
Afghanistan.’’ 

He continued, “Why won’t you give us 
the weapons [surface-to-air missiles] to 
win? We are fighting your war. We are 
willing to fight, willing to die to force back 
the Russians, but we are poor people and 
you can’t fight helicopters with rifles. It is 
not possible. Give us some money and give 
us the missiles. If we could beat their air 
force we could be on the way to Moscow in 
24 hours!’’ 

Patton would have loved him. 

The take-it-to-Moscow attitude is begin- 
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ning to attract some real support among the 
mujahideen, and not just among the hard 
core. Although they can’t presently break 
the existing stalemate and force the Soviets 
out, some Afghan leaders have already 
stated that as soon as they can, they plan to 
take the war to Central Asia. The war 
against the Russians is not only political and 
nationalistic, it is also a jihad, a holy war, 
officially sanctioned by the Muslim reli¬ 
gious leaders in Afghanistan and by interna¬ 
tional Islamic organizations. 

Some raids across the Amu Dai^a River, 
the border between Russia and Afghanistan, 
have occurred but they were more rustling 
forays to obtain food or publicity rather than 
strategic military operations. The political 
leadership is now discouraging that type of 
activity. 

Meanwhile, the more religiously- 
oriented leaders remain quite serious about 
taking the battle to Central Asia and shoving 
it to the atheist invaders who are occupying 
their sacred lands. The Central Asians from 
Tadzhikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbeki¬ 
stan are ethnically related to the Afghans, 
and although the Islam of Russia’s Central 
Asian Republics is under the heel of the 
communist party, it would make fertile 
ground for Moslem rebellion, particularly if 
enough religious indignation could be stir¬ 
red up against the Soviets. The first Red 
Army units which came into Afghanistan in 
1979 were primarily Central Asian units and 
they proved ineffective against the 
Afghans. Told by their commanders they 
would be facing CIA-backed mercenaries, 
they instead found themselves on the wrong 
end of a Moslem jihad and openly collabo¬ 
rated with the mujahideen. 

Although the Russians have lately sent 
more Slavic troops to Afghanistan, the 
Soviet Moslems who remain are still in 
close contact with the Afghan resistance. 
Copies of the Koran in Central Asian lan¬ 
guages are valuable trading stock for the 
mujahideen, and the highly effective intelli¬ 
gence the Afghans have concerning Soviet 
movements can probably be traced directly 
to dissatisfaction among Central Asian 
troops regarding the war against fellow 
Moslems. Despite all the communist rhetor¬ 
ic and political indoctrination, the Russians 
have yet to discredit Allah. 

By mid-morning of the next day, we had 
moved quite close to Urgun, settling into a 
position in the foothills to the west, waiting 
to cross a deep valley which was the only 
terrain feature separating us from the re¬ 
doubt. The sparsely inhabited valley resem¬ 
bled a high-mountain meadow in the Rock¬ 
ies. Its only residents were nomads from the 
Abeskhiel tribe. 

Not long after dismounting from the 
trucks, some of the Afghans started wander¬ 
ing up the closest, highest ridgeline. We 
followed. At the top we learned that the 
Afghans climbed it to get a good look at 
Urgun, but all we could see was part of the 
valley and some abandoned villages. Our 
view of the fort was blocked by another 
jagged ridgeline. 

Even though we had no local guide, some 
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of the commanders decided to walk over to 
the next ridge. I went along for the oppor¬ 
tunity to finally get a glimpse of this fabled 
fort we had been approaching over such a 
long and difficult trek. When we reached 
the top, I realized my mistake. All we saw 
was another ridge line, but the mujahideen 
were determined to press on. As we set off, I 
counted canteens — one, mine — and 
weapons — three bodyguards with AKs, 
one with a Lee Enfield and a half dozen 
pistols — and realized if we ran into even a 
squad we were going to be badly outgun¬ 
ned. 

We met no one — the Afghan govern¬ 
ment troops and their Russians advisers stay 
buttoned up inside the fort and do not patrol 
on foot — but my doubts about our route of 
march were confirmed. The foothills were 
badly eroded and the rock crumbled under¬ 
foot. Our view from the next ridge was still 
another ridge. 

The commanders wanted to see the 
approaches to the valley, so they turned 
down a wash. I wanted some photos from 
above, so three Afghans and I moved across 
another six ridges to the edge of the hills. 

Urgun was much as it had been adver¬ 
tised: stunning. A large rectangle of enor¬ 
mously thick mud-brick walls with five 
towers, it squatted silently in the center of a 
desolate valley. 

An abandoned village lay between us and 
the fort. South of it were some buildings, 
which I learned were called the German 
settlement. There was no visible movement 
in the fort, in any of the villages we could 
see or on any of the roads running through 
the valley. 

It was malevolent too. I don’t believe in 
haunted houses, but the fort at Urgun truly 
seemed an outpost of The Evil Empire. 

All three of the Afghans with me on the 
ridge had participated in the siege of Urgun. 
Now they talked of the siege and the climac¬ 
tic battle for the fort. It began in the Spring, 
they told me, staring with vacant express¬ 
ions at the fort to our front. Base camps 
were established on all sides of Urgun, con¬ 
voys ambushed and all outposts around the 
valley overrun. By late August the defend¬ 
ers were dependent on aerial resupply. 

Because the communists could call and 
receive aerial support from Mi-24 helicop¬ 
ters from Gardez (about 60 kilometers 
northwest) and fixed-wing air support from 
Kandahar (about 150 kilometers south¬ 
west), the mujahideen were able to launch 
attacks directly against the fort only late in 
the afternoon or at night. During the day, 
they lay up in the hills — where we were — 
but in late afternoon they moved down to the 
villages an4 closer positions where they had 
penetrated the mine fields surrounding the 
fort; There they harassed the defenders with 
mortars, RPGs, recoilless rifles, 12.7mm 
heavy machine guns and small arms. 

In close-quarter assaults just before the 
fateful 19 December attack, the mujahideen 
overran the German settlement — the 
closest village and, in a daring assault, man¬ 
aged to overrun the fifth, independent tow¬ 
er. From those locations, they could fire 
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RPGs and recoilless rifles directly at the 
walls, but their weapons were completely 
ineffective against the 20-foot-thick walls 
and massive gates. The mujahideen brought 
up two D-30 howitzers — captured in the 10 
May ambush — but they too were powerless 
against the wall. 

On the night of 19 December, NIFA 
brought up its armor — two T-55 tanks 
which two mujahideen had learned to drive 
— to spearhead an assault through the mine¬ 
fields and to force the gates. On the 
approach to Urgun, one driver lost his way. 
When he got out of his tank to check his 
surroundings, he was killed by fire from the 
fort. The second tank almost made it, get¬ 
ting most of the way through the minefield 
and close to the gate before breaking down. 

The assault was doomed. Within two 
weeks the mujahideen started to break con¬ 
tact. Their resources were exhausted. 

Looking down at that fort made me real¬ 
ize just how courageous and tough the mu¬ 
jahideen are. Any grunts who tramp through 
snow-covered mine fields, behind two tanks 
of dubious value, to assault that place at 
night are guys I want on my side. 

Although there was no movement inside 
the fort, Abdul decided we’d been out in the 
open long enough. After I delivered a part¬ 
ing gesture consisting of an extended mid¬ 
dle digit, we headed back. We reached the 
others by late afternoon. 

When the mujahideen said we would 
cross the valley, I didn’t realize we’d pass 
within sight of the walls. I realized some¬ 
thing was amiss when our DShK gunner 
started to check the feed belt on his 12.7 and 
the mujahideen looked nervous. When we 
popped out of the foothills and roared across 
the valley, I looked to my right and realized 
that the brown smudge on the horizon was 
the wall at Urgun. It looked as if Abdul had 
kept his second promise. 

We went flat-out for the condition of the 
road, about 35 to 50 kilometers per hour. It 
was a long, long 20 minutes. About half¬ 
way/ we crossed the main road between 
Urgun and Ghazni. Shortly thereafter, we 
went through the valley’s major village, 
which had been bombed by the Russians 
and is now abandoned. 

Once we reached the hills and got into 
some trees, tension evaporated rapidly, and 
soon the mujahideen were back to their 
usual carefree, happy-go-lucky routine. 

About 10 kilometers from the fort we 
encountered evidence of the last Russian 
excursion into that area. Scattered along the 
side of the road were bits and pieces of 
Russian vehicles and an immobilized T-55 
tank, which had been stripped by the mu¬ 
jahideen. From time to time, villagers try to 
camouflage the hulk by throwing brush on 
it. A wasted effort. The tank was sitting 
right in the middle of the road in open ter¬ 
rain. And, you ? d presume the Russians 
would remember where they left it, even if 
they weren’t particularly anxious to retrieve 
their property. The mujahideen said the 
Russians had not tried to recover the tank, 
which is surprising since retrieval of armor, 
particularly lightly-damaged vehicles such 
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as this one, is entirely within the Russian 
Standard Operating Procedure. 

Turning into increasingly narrow 
washes, streambeds and canyons, we drove 
for several hours to reach our night position, 
high up in the hills. About 30 kilometers 
north of Urgun, we went through the canyon 
in which the mujahideen had sprung the big 
ambush in 1983, but we didn’t have time to 
stop. Our night position was in a narrow 
canyon, a full-time mujahideen base. The 
garrison of about 100 men had two 12.7mm 
guns to defend the position and were well- 
armed with AKs, having profited consider¬ 
ably from the'1983 ambush on their turf. 

We were on the road the next day before 
light. By daylight we were back at the can¬ 
yon where the Russians had been ambush¬ 
ed. I saw little evidence of a major battle. 
The Afghans gather up everything that is 
transportable — and everything up to and 
including a tank is transportable. All vil¬ 
lages in the immediate area had been 
bombed and most were abandoned. Today 
the Afghans live in the hills and walk down 
to the valley to cultivate the remaining 
fields, which is why the NIFA commanders 
expect a hard winter in the area if the Rus¬ 
sians can’t be evicted. With the best fields 
lying fallow due to Russian air attacks 
against the civilian population, the Afghans 
in the Urgun district have a very difficult 
time staying alive, let alone carrying on 
military operations. 

We would lay up in one of the villages 
near Urgun to wait for late evening. After a 
brief stop, the mujahideen mounted up the 
trucks suddenly. The Swiss and I were 
trying to figure out what was up as the 
mujahideen were all chambering rounds and 
obviously arranging things in the trucks for 
action. Abdul broke away from the com¬ 
mander’s conference, telling us, “We’re 
not waiting. We’re going across the valley 
now.’’ 

A high-noon transit of the valley during 
prime Russian flying hours? Who’s running 
this show? 

It didn’t help when the mujahideen — 
including Abdul, who presumably knew 
what was going on, since he had been a 
party to the decision-making conference — 
all held their hands up (palms in, parallel to 
their head) and said: “Allah Negahban 
That’s Pushtu for “God protect us.” The 
Swiss and I knew it was a ritual for the 
mujahideen when they were about to step 
into it. 

As we broke out of the foothills, and the 
scarce air cover provided by the scraggly 
trees, our four-vehicle convoy gathered 
speed and for the first five minutes or so, an 
enormous dust cloud puffed up behind us. 
All eyes were on the sky and ears were 
cocked downrange toward Urgun. 

There was no response front that direc¬ 
tion, so some of the mujahideen started to 
joke and cut up as usual. Joining in, I started 
to kid one of the Swiss about his seat — the 
only space left when he climbed aboard was 
the lid of the 55-gallon drum of diesel tied 
down in the back. 

“You know,” I said, looking around at 
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the featureless, treeless plain, “if we start 
hearing a WHAP-WHAP-WHAP off in the 
distance, I wouldn’t even bother to get off 
that drum. You’ll go out faster and with 
more flash that way.” 

About halfway across, our jovial bravado 
turned to complete amazement. Why 
weren’t we in the middle of a mortar or 
artillery barrage? We knew that any decent 
20th-century army would have observers on 
the walls and pre-plotted defensive fires to 
take care of moving dust clouds in a free-fire 
zone. Ten minutes later we were still shak¬ 
ing our heads at the laxity of Urgun’s de¬ 
fenders, as we turned up into the foothills 
and moved back under the trees. 

A week later in Kabul, Col. Wardek 
offered the best explanation for the Rus¬ 
sians’ puzzling lack of aggression. He 
pointed out that many of the Afghan govern¬ 
ment troops were less than enthusiastic 
about the USSR’s cause in Afghanistan and 
even less enthusiastic about picking fights 
with the mujahideen. “Sure they had ob¬ 
servers up on the walls. Sure they saw you. 
But if there was no Russian adviser up there, 
I’m sure they forgot they saw you.” 

But that afternoon, when we stopped for a 
supply drop-off, I questioned our senior 
commander about his dangerous order to 
cross. He responded, “It was safer to move 
than to sit in the village that close to Urgun. 
The people in the village had told us it had 
been 10 days since there were any Russian 
helicopters in the valley.” 

Since the Russians offer lucrative re¬ 
wards for information on people like us — 
Westerners and high-ranking commanders 
— a four- or five-hour layover just outside 
of mortar range from the fort was danger¬ 
ous, he told me. “One man on a bicycle 
could have gone into Urgun, and when the 
Russians heard who was there, the valley 
would have been full of helicopters.” 

The mujahideen pulled all the mats out of 
the truck I had been riding. We were sche¬ 
duled to spend a day-and-a-half in that posi¬ 
tion, and the supplies were being broken up 
for transport lo other locations. While bang¬ 
ing around on what passes for roads there, 
I’d felt a lot of lumps underneath the mats, 
but I never suspected that they concealed 
about 30 plastic antitank mines, two boxes 
of plastic explosives, det cord, caps, two 
boxes of anti-personnel grenades and tins of 
12.7mm ammo. 

Kurt, standing next to me, said: “And 
you were kidding me about the diesel 
drum?” 

Our position that night was in a nearby 
mosque, on the highest hill in a valley some 
distance from Urgun. The village was smal¬ 
ler and poorer than most we had seen but the 
mosque was spectacular. The village also 
had an outdoor mosque — a simple, raised 
earthen platform on the sheer edge of a hill 
with an upright, notched rock to point the 
direction of Mecca to the faithful. 

I elected to risk sleeping on the ground 
outside that night. About 0200 I was 
awakened by barking village dogs. Shortly 
thereafter, I saw a long convoy of trucks 
transporting approximately 400 heavily- 
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armed mujahideen up the valley. They were 
from NIFA too, so they stopped for tea 
before pushing on about 0400 to get well 
west of Urgun and up into the next province 
before Russian flying hours. The convoy 
was headed toward Mazar-I-Sharif, some 
500 kilometers to the north, near the 
Afghan-USSR border (See “Night Raiders 
on Russia’s Border,” SOF, September 
’84). 

Although a good portion of their route has 
been opened up and secured for mujahid 
vehicular traffic, it was not open all the 
way. I never learned where the end-of-the- 
line was but was told it was north of Kabul. 

The next day we loafed. 

The mujahideen had one more surprise 
for me. The following day we broke camp 
and mounted up early, since the plan was to 
drive directly out in order to make it back in 
two days. On the way down to our crossing 
point, while still inside the Urgun District, 
we rounded a curve and came upon a con¬ 
voy of NIFA fighters halted in a streambed 
for another gun salute. 

The lead vehicle of the incoming column 
was the Afghan answer to Soviet tanks. The 
Pathans, who make up the bulk of the 
population in Pakistan’s Northwest Frontier 
and southeastern Afghanistan, are fond of 
decorating their vehicles with tassels, re¬ 
flectors, chrome embroidery and colorful 
drawings. The lead vehicle for the incoming 
convoy was a classic of the genre. It re¬ 
minded me of nothing so much as the color¬ 
ful Jeepneys which rule the roads in the 
Philippines. But this was a war wagon, with 
a picture of Pir Gailani proudly pasted to the 
windshield, loaded to the hilt inside and on 
the roof with rifle-toting mujahideen and 
sporting a roof-mounted 12.7mm DShK for 
anti-aircraft defense. 

The mujahideen have been fighting the 
USSR since 1979. Casualty figures are any¬ 
body’s guess, but a reasonable estimate is 
20,000 Soviet and more than 100,000 
Afghan KLA, most of those civilians. More 
than three million Afghans have fled the 
country and, conservatively, an additional 
four million have been driven out of their 
homes into the Hills by'Soviet attacks on 
villages. 

The second largest army in the world, 
which initially had 120,000 men engaged in 
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Afghanistan and has now increased its troop 
strength to about 175,000 men, supported 
by MiGs, Mi-24 helicopters, tanks, 
armored personnel carriers and other high- 
tech weaponry, has been fought to a draw by 
an army that goes to war in tricked-out, 
beat-up, old trucks. Western military ob¬ 
servers, and some Afghans, have zeroed in 
on the factionalism, shortage of modem 
weapons „lack of logistical transport and the 
Afghans’ 19th-century tactics as major 
weaknesses of the resistance. 

In rugged Paktia, the resistance has 
solved at least two of these problems: fac¬ 
tionalism and lack of transport. From all 
appearances, the Unity seems to be working 
toward a common goal in Paktia and the 
existence of both vehicles and passable 
roads goes a long way toward solving the 
problem of logistics. The critical shortage in 
Paktia is weapons, communication devices 
and mine sweepers. NIFA demonstrated, at 
least to me, its capability to move large 
shipments of Fighters, but they don’t have 
the supplies. While Afghan tactics could be 
improved, I remain unconvinced that the 
manner in which they are fighting the Rus¬ 
sians inherently dooms them to defeat. 

There have been many invasions of Pak¬ 
tia, yet historically no invader has been able 
to subjugate it. With motivation, courage, 
intelligence, skill at arms and the ability to 
set and spring effective ambushes, the 
Afghans have evicted their enemies time 
and time again. The Freedom Fighters con¬ 
trol everything outside the walls of the- 
USSR’s forts in Paktia and with enough of 
the proper arms they could conceivably 
shoe-horn Ivan out of his strongholds. 

Improbable? An analysis of history indi¬ 
cates not. 

The Afghan Freedom Fighters have now 
been fighting the USSR longer than the Rus¬ 
sians fought Germany in World War II. 
They are not winning but neither are they 
losing. 

True to their traditions, the Pathans re¬ 
main unconquered. ^ 
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simple, effective, safe sharpening 
tool for working in the field. Ideal 
features are: pre-set sharpening 
angles, no need for a flat working 
surface, hand in safe position, light 
weight, with leather carrying pouch 
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BATTLE BLADES 

Continued from page 14 


handle were placed on the knife at a 
slight downward angle. People who 
understand blades and cutting know 
these things. Take a look at a Gurkha 
kukri if you want to see leverage 
approaching the limit Long kukris are 
used to behead oxen in one blow at 
Gurkha regimental ceremonies in 
Nepal. I can’t imagine how long the 
straight-handled KA-BAR would have 
to be to do that, and I don’t know if an 
ordinary man could lift it. 

The upshot of leverage in combat is 
its multiplication of the force given a 
blow by good balance, and a lot of that 
has to do with how your hand is built. 
The blade has to drop from the top of 
your hand, or effective chops and 
slashes must be made with the wrist 
cocked at a weak angle. In a fight, the 
man swinging the knife with an angle 
between the blade and the handle is 
going to make stronger, deeper cuts 
with given effort than the man with a 
straight knife. 

The third of our basic factors, cutting 
capability, doesn’t fare too well in the 
KA-BAR, either. The steel used to 
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make the blade is a straight carbon, not 
stainless steel. It is well tempered and 
holds an edge fairly well. Our test KA- 
BAR held a shaving edge through 55 
whittling strokes on a well seasoned 
stave of Osage orange kept in my knife 
shop for that specific purpose. By 60 
strokes the edge would not shave. This 
is not a bad performance, but there is 
better to be had. The last Case pock- 
etknife I tried this with quit shaving 
after 15 strokes, and the last forged 
blade to leave my shop was still shav¬ 
ing after 125 strokes on the same hard 
stave. 

The biggest problem with cutting 
capability that the KA-BAR has goes 
back to the design committee. The 
choice of bevels and angles used to 
form the edges, both primary and clip, 
are poor. The use of the fuller de¬ 
mands that the blade be hollow 
ground or flat ground from the median 
ridge of the blade to the edge. The 
resulting angle of the cutting edge be¬ 
comes more like a chisel than a razor. 
However, the thin 5 /32-inch blade 
keeps this drawback from showing. 

But the most detrimental character¬ 
istic to this knife’s combat cutting per¬ 
formance is the poor point placement. 
The point is too high, and you would 
have to push a large part of the arc of 
the front of the blade through resisting 
flesh and around bone on a stabbing 
stroke. If the point were dropped to the 
axis of thrust, the blade would pierce 
and penetrate like a dagger, since the 
sharpened clip on the back side of the 
blade aids penetration, as well as tear¬ 
ing on the backstroke. A high point on 
a knife also forces the curve of the 
blade to the point to be such that the 
point has an overwhelming tendency 
to be blunt and the edge around it to be 
hard to sharpen. This means your 
thrusts are not as deep, and require 
more effort. 

In fact, there’s obviously something 
good about the KA-BAR; the Marines 
are still issuing it to their officers, 
NCO’s and practically everyone else 
who carries a pistol. You’d be hard- 
pressed to muster a Marine formation 
of any caliber today and not find a 
bushel-basket full of KA-BARs among 
their gear. Maybe it’s mystique. Maybe 
it’s image, but the KA-BAR remains in 
the hands of our fighting men when a 
number of better options exist. 

So what do we really have in the 
KA-BAR? A good feeling, good fitting 
handle. An adequate if not decent 
choice of metallurgy in the blade, and a 
good job of tempering. But the blade 
will not slash, cannot penetrate easily, 
and is hard to sharpen. The blade is not 
as strong as it should be, and weaker 
than it could be, if the fuller were left 
out. The tang is far too skimpy for 
strength and is prone to break. 

But it is a fighting knife. W. A. said so, 
and W.A. would know. ^ 
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the Geneva Convention. If a captured indi¬ 
vidual is not entitled to protection afforded a 
full-fledged soldier under the Geneva Con¬ 
vention, Article 75 of the same Convention 
provides the minimum treatment a country 
is required to provide, including the protec¬ 
tion of a fair trial. No one bothered to point 
that out to the Anglolan government. 

The show trial, such as the one in Luanda 
is the rule, not the exception, in many coun¬ 
tries. Virtually none of the requirements 
outlined in Article 75 of the Convention 
were met in handling the men who were 
eventually executed in Angola for their 
“status” crime. (One of those executed was 
properly accused of killing his own men, 
though it is not clear if that was the grounds 
for his conviction.) 

As the Angolan example demonstrates, 
some nations simply signed the Convention 
for propaganda purposes and have no inten¬ 
tion of subscribing to or honoring interna¬ 
tional law. Iran and Iraq are providing fresh 
examples of this sort of hypocrisy. Both 
governments signed the new Convention 
and have proceeded to placidly ignore all 
the conventions contained in it regarding 
treatment of captives taken in their current 
war. 

Western democracies and some Asian 
countries such as Japan will likely honor the 
Convention in all the portions they formally 
ratify. If a conflict involving one of them is 
well-covered by the press, prisoners might 
expect treatment at the minimum levels pre¬ 
scribed by the Convention. The treatment of 
captives by both sides during the recent 
Falklands/Malvinas War was an example of 
countries attempting to adhere to the Con¬ 
vention. 

By contrast, the war in Vietnam was ex¬ 
haustively covered by the press in South 
Vietnam, yet the North Vietnamese had 
such tight control over news and informa¬ 
tion coming out of that country that the 
extent of torture, starvation, public humilia¬ 
tion and other maltreatment outlawed by the 
1949 Geneva Convention was not generally 
recognized until 550 of the POWs were 
released in 1973 — almost eight years after 
the tortures began. 

So what’s the bottom line? To ensure 
treatment with privileges as a soldier under 
the Geneva Convention, sign up as a full- 
fledged member of armed forces and don’t 
get involved with other than free nations. 
They generally adhere to a rule of law, 
rather than using law to further political 
ends. 

Don’t count on Geneva Convention pro¬ 
tection if you join a private army of any sort, 
even if the struggle they are waging is most 
noble. Sit down and place the appropriate 
value on your life. Ask yourself what it’s 
worth in cash. If they aren’t paying that 
much, stay home and read SOF. ^ 
DECEMBER 84 



T-SHIRTS $8.95ea. 

two. three, four color print. 


Viet-Cong HuntingClub 
Good Bye Charlie 
Sliceof Life 

Do It Right the First Time 
Good Luck Agent Orange 
(pis. specify size) 

TECHNICAL AND FIELD MANUALS 

Survival FM-21-76 $7.95 ea. 

Survival Evasion and 
Escape FM-21-76 
Booby Traps FM-5-31 

COMMAND EXCHANGE 
P.O. BOX 219 

REDWOOD VALLEY, CA 95470 

We accept telephone orders on UPS. C O O Freight paid 
on prepaid nrdre* COD orders add S? 65 Overseas 
include 30% Calif residents add b% sales tax 
1707} 521-42S6 

Sorry 1 No Collect Calls 


Remember the ref lection you saw 
from the blind across the lake? 



CAMOUFLAGE FRAME 
ANTI-REFLECTIVE 
HUNTING AND 
FISHING GLASSES 


Designed by sportsmen 
Anti-reflective lens reduces 
reflection by 99.8% while 
allowing 7.6% more light to 
the eye to help you pick out 
your target faster. Optical quality, 
scratch resistant plastic or glass 
Available in polarized and single vision 
prescription. Frames are hand painted 
camouflage and comes with a padded case. 


INTRODUCING THE 


Send 

□ Standard glasses at $43.50 each. 

□ Polarized (Plastic only) $53.50 each. 

□ Single vision prescription $73.50 each 

□ Single vision polarized prescription 
(Plastic only) $113.50 

Send prescription including Pupillary distance 

□ Check □ Money Order □ MasterCard 

Card #_Exp. Date. 


Missouri residence add 6Y«% sales tax. 
Add $1.50 for postage and handling. 
Name- 

Address_ 

City 


State. 


-Zip _ 


LENS TYPE 

□ Plastic 

□ Glass 

LENS COLOR 

□ Grey 

□ Brown 

□ Green 

□ Yellow 

□ Clear 


□ 


CAMOCO LTD. R0. Box 30205 Kansas City, M0 64112 



Some guys seem to take their 
M19-A a little too serious - but 
with specs like a 3,000 BB per 
minute rate with an effective 
range of over 50 yards, can you 
blame them? It's rugged, reliable, 
and runs off compressed air or 
standard 1 pound cans of Freon 
12. What could be better! A 
smaller pistol version? Well we 
have that too (The M-19-AMP). Get 
in on the auto action - get your 
M-19-A today! 

$39.00 each or 
both for $75.00 

OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. 

FL RESIDENTS ADD 4% SALES TAX 


SEND TO: 

LARC I NT., P.O. BOX 460, MAITLAND, FL 32751 
[305] 339-6699 

THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 

I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER, 

SIGNED _ 

SEND ME: n Ml 9-A | [M19-AMP SF-12 

PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING: 

NAME __ 

STREET __ 

CITY, STATE_ 

ZIP_ 
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IF YOU WANT TO PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE, YOU NEED THE BEST 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW. YOU NEED SURVIVE MAGAZINE! 
EACH MONTH SURVIVE PROVIDES OUR READERS WITH THE LATEST 
ON: 

... NUCLEAR SURVIVAL TECHNIQUES AND STRATEGIES 
... GUNTESTS AND EVALUATION REPORTS 
... NEW TRENDS RELATING TO SURVIVAL GEAR 
... AND MUCH, MUCH MORE. 

DON’T BE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD — SUBSCRIBE TODAY AND SAVE 
50% OFF THE REGULAR SINGLE COPY PRICE. CHECK THE TERM YOU 
PREFER BELOW. 

□ 1 YEAR — 12 ISSUES — $15 (50% OFF SINGLE COPY PRICE) 

□ 2 YEARS — 24 ISSUES — $30 (50% OFF SINGLE COPY PRICE) 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY______ 

□ PAYMENT ENCLOSED (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 

□ MASTERCARD □ VISA 

CARD # 


_EXP. DATE_ 

MAIL TO: SURVIVE MAGAZINE 
P.O. BOX 1397 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

(Foreign rates available upon request) 
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FULL AUTO 

Continued from page 22 


matic fire. Continued backward press¬ 
ure until the second trigger is also en¬ 
gaged will produce fire in the full-auto 
mode. A modification of this principle 
is encountered on the Steyr MPi69/81 
submachine guns and the AUG rifle 
using a single trigger. 

The safety lever is located on the left 
side of the receiver body. Located be¬ 
low the rear sight, it is too far forward to 
be operated with the firing hand. The 
forward position is “S’* (safe) and the 
lever must be pulled rearward to “F” 
(feuer = fire). There is an additional 
safety, just forward of the lever, which 
can be rotated when the bolt is closed 
to prevent its retraction. 

Depressing a small button located in 
front of the trigger housing and directly 
below the chamber on the forearm will 
permit the barrel and its integral com¬ 
pensator to be rotated 90 degrees in 
either direction and removed from the 
receiver’s ventilated barrel jacket. Just 
what we’ve always needed — a sub¬ 
machine gun with a quick-change bar¬ 
rel! Over-engineering has forever been 
an obsessive hallmark of German mili¬ 
tary technology. 

The most visibly startling feature of 
the MP35/1 is the location of the maga¬ 
zine well on the right side of the receiv¬ 
er. All other horizontally fed sub¬ 
machine guns (Czech ZK383, Steyr- 
Solothurn, Schmeisser-designed 
MP28/Lanchester, Vollmer ERMA, 
Sten, Sterling, etc.) feed from the left 
side and eject to the right — correct for 
a right-handed shooter. The MP35/I 
feeds from the right and ejects to the 
left, leading me to speculate that Berg- 
mann was a southpaw seeking some 
measure of justice for this largely 
ignored minority. 

The magazines, available in 20- and 
32-round capacities, are of the super¬ 
ior two-position feed type — consider¬ 
ably more reliable and easier to load 
than the single-position feed magazine 
used on the MP38/40. 



LEARN GUN REPAIR 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN 
SIX MONTHS 

START NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: 

• BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR • CUSTOMIZING • CHOKES 

• ACCURIZING • BLUEING • SPORTERIZING • SCOPES 

• BALLISTICS SECRETS • HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 

• RELOADING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE • SHOTGUNS 

• HOW TO GET YOUR FEOERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

PROVEN METHODS-CHARTS-EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE V.A. FOR Gi BENEFITS 
OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 
MAIL TODAY OR CALL (602} 990-8346 

Please RUSH full info on how I can become a profes¬ 
sional gunsmith the QUICK, easy home study way. 
No obligation. No salesman will call. 

NAME _I_ AGE - 

ADDRESS___ 



CITY . 


. STATE . 


. ZIP - 


MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, d*pt GA124 J 



“HELL ON THE WESTERN FRONT” 

80 minutes of unrelenting action 
from the Normandy Beaches to the 
Siegfried Line and crossing the Rhine, 
a living human document of the great¬ 
est military campaign in history. 

Taken from the Armed Forces Ar¬ 
chival program, ‘The True Glory,’ this 
remarkable epic depicts graphically 
the savagery of massive armies locked 
in bitter battle. 

An important combat program for 
action buffs. Running Time: 80 Min. 

VHS or BETA Only $59 95 

Plus! Try, TryAgainY Medal of Honor 
Series A crippled 8th A.F. bomber 
crippled by j Luftwaffe and a semi¬ 
conscious pilot struggles home. A tri¬ 
bute to valor. 

Send to: FEROE GROFE FILMS 
3100 Airport Av«. t Santa Monica, CA 90405 

U.S. and Canada, add $2.50 shipping, foreign 
orders, add $3.50, CA res. add 6 v j% Sales Tax 
Visas Master - include card no. & expiration. 

ORDER TOLL-FREE 
(800) 854-0561, axt 025 
In Calif. (800) 432-7257, ext 925. 



TRACING 

MISSING 

PERSONS 

A Professional's 
Guide to 
Techniques 
and Resources 

by 

Michael Zoglio 


By a professional, for the profes¬ 
sional. A private investigator, specializ¬ 
ing in missing persons since 1966 
covers every aspect of the 
trade—including how to get started! 

The first book of its kind devoted to 
the intricate informational needs of the 
professional investigator: 

• CASE HISTORIES • TRADE SECRETS 
• TIPS • SPECIAL TECHNIQUES 

All topics are highlighted and 
minutely detailed: 


• MISSING HEIRS 

• LOAN SKIPS 

• ADULT RUNAWAYS 

• SUICIDE OR HOAX 

• INSURANCE FRAUD 
•CHILD SNATCHING 


• CUSTODY KIDNAPPING 

• ADOPTEES A NATURAL 
PARENTS 

• MISSING STOCKHOLDERS 

• TEEN RUNAWAYS 


“A gem of a book!” 

Bob McCrie, Editor, 
SECURITY LETTER 

Tower Hill Press 
PO Box 1132 
Doylestown, 

PA 18901 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ 

ZIP 


□ YES, I have 
enclosed $14.95 for 
a copy of TRACING 
MISSING PERSONS 
(PA residents please 
add 90$ state sales 
tax). Rush book to 
me at the following 
address: 


.STATE 


No COD’s Please 



PYTHONS. DIAMOND BACKS 
& OTHER REPTILES. 


SPECIFICATIONS: 

STEEL 425 stainless, RC 56-58 
BLADE LENGTH 6 inches 

BLADE THICKNESS 3/16' with 
1/2" spine and full tang 


ARMOR-PIERCING POINT 

Chisel grind for strength yet 
needle sharp 

EDGE Hollow ground razor sharp 
GRIP — Shock absorbing 

MAfL THIS NO RISK COUPON TODAY 


SKULL CRUSHER Tapered semf 
point with Lanyard hole 

SHEATH 

Heavy-duty black leather with 
quick-draw velcro fastener 


NAME 


(PLEASE WNT) 
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STATE_ 

ZIP 


Please rush this many: 

(ADD $1 + HANDLING TO COD ORDERS) 
□ MONEY ORDER □ CHECK ENCLOSED S_ 


COLO STEEL INC. 


CALiF RESIDENTS INCLUDE SALES TAX 
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2128 UNIT D, KUDU. DR., VENTURA, CA 93003 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED (805)656-5191 

MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED 


(LIST ALL NUMBERS ON YOUR CREDIT CARD) (EXPIRES) 

OR PHONE IN YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER 
TOLL FREE: (800) 255-4716 


Sure Cure For 
Snake Bite 
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TIMBERSHEPHERD ™ 


TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As seen In S.W.A.T. Magazine November 19B3 
and Survival Guide Magazine August 19B4 



Loyal •Intelligent companion for Family Protection ‘Home 
• Field •“Patrol." 37.5 Timberwolf 62.5 German Shepherd 4th 
generation hybrids taking 7 years to produce from North 
American Gray Timberwolves and German Import Shepherds. 

DO NOT CONFUSE The TIMBERSHEPHERD with the Vz 
wolf Vz shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a professionally trained working dog. 
KEENER SENSES of Sight -Hearing -Smell than any 
other domestic breed. 

LONGER LIFE SPAN over the Rottwieler -German 
Shepherd -or Doberman Pincher 
EVEN TEMPERAMENT Ideal for the family with small 
children. The TIMBERSHEPHERD is bred exclusively as 
a superior working dog— Devoted, Useful, Life Long 
Companion 

OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and most 
credible, employing the latest techniques and standards 
currently in use by the U.S. Dept, of Defence Military 
Working Dog Program. -Family -Home -Law Enforce¬ 
ment (Public or Private) -Operative -Whatever!!! -Full 
Health -Temperament -Hip Guarantees -Shipping — 
Worldwide. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES. INC. 

Box 1620 M-12, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 

Send $2.00 For Brochure 


The tangent rear sight has an open 
“V” notch which yields a sight picture 
that I imagine would be similar to look¬ 
ing down a pig’s ass — and just about 
as useful. In keeping with the fantasy of 
this era, the rear sight is adjustable in 
100-meter increments out to 1,000 
meters. 

The leather issue sling is equipped 
with a totally unnecessarry quick- 
release rear swivel identical to those 
found on the MG34/42 general- 
purpose machine guns. All MP35/1 
submachine guns fabricated by Junk¬ 
ers und Ruh have laminated fir stocks 
of the same construction as the 98k 
rifle stocks of this period. Every one 1 
have ever studied was cracked at the 
pistol grip — a design defect of the 
Finnish SUOMI as well. 

All that I have seen were chambered 
for the 9mm Parabellum cartridge, but 
some Bergmanns were manufactured 
in 9mm Bergmann Bayard, 9mm 
Mauser and 7.63mm Mauser. 

Reliable, accurate, built with a preci¬ 
sion no longer seen, or required, intri- 
guingly innovative during a period of 
design tranquillity and yet already out¬ 
moded by the time of its greatest pro¬ 
duction sequence — the MP35/1 is a 
most interesting and nostalgic page 
from the history of the submachine 
gun. ^ 


Put Your 
Carbine on 
the Map! 



Ml - MAP* 

{Metal Assault Package) 


Finally, an aggressive, functional package to give your Ml a Submachinegun Configuration! 
This high quality, attractive kit features: 

• Black, non-glare steel, • Adopted for QD swivels. 

• Ventilated shroud, for superior cooling. • 5 minute installation! (Instructions included). 

• Speed-X-Tend sliding stock. 


Fits all Ml Carbines - specify make. 

$64.95 + $3.00 shpg. ea. 

COD's add $2,00 

Payment: VISA MC, money order. Personal checks held2 weeks 
N.C Residents must pay 4.5% sales tax. 

*Pat. pending. 


VISA, MC. & COD orders call (704) 463-1281 
Mail orders inquiries to: 

Fine Ordmamc * Co., Inc. 

Field Rd. 

Rt. 3. Box 414 
New London, N.C. 28127 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


DIRTY WEAPON 
EARLY GRAVE 


$ 14 95 p.p.d. 


UNIVERSAL CLEANING KIT 

Sealed in package, complete with contents of Ml 6 bore 
and chamber brush, adaptor with .30 and .45 caliber brush, 
double-headed general purpose cleaning brush, 5-piece 
steel cleaning rod, Vfe-02. oil bottle and nylon camouflage 
heavy-duty pack cloth pouch with snap closure and belt 
keeper. M 3909 small arms cleaning kit. Offer good only in 
the USA, 

We supplied the Rangers who parachuted into Grenada 
with their kits. 

WARRIOR’S WAREHOUSE 

P,Q. Box 740 • Hinesville, Ga. 31313 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened compa¬ 
nies to send announcements of their 
products of services. 

If you prefer not to receive such 
mailings, and want your name on our 
subscriber list only, please write us, 
enclosing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Attn: Cherry Chavez 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


THE 

GAME 

•War/Combat Games 
•High Cash Profits 
•Full or Part Time 
•Selection of Guns 
•Washable Pellets 
•Complete Game 
Supplies 

For Dealer info, write: 
THE ULTIMATE GAME 
280 Warwick Avenue 
Ormond Beach, Florida 

32074 

P.S. Call us at: 

904/677-4358 


10/22 

ACCESSORIES 


I • Flash Hiders • Bipods 

• Fold-Up Stocks • Mags 

• Slings • Sighting System j 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

Catalog $2.00 Also accessories for | 

Refundable with order Mini-14. AR-7 

(303) 442-7021 

FEATHER ENTERPRISES 

2500 Central Ave Dept A. Boulder. CO 80301 


JIMMY LILE 

‘‘The Arkansas Knifesmith” 

Maker of the Survival Knife for the 
Movie “FIRST BLOOD” 



“Imitated But Unequaled ” 

Jimmy Lile, Rt. 1, Russellville, Ark. 72801 

501-968-2011 
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EDITORIAL 

Continued from page 30 

many Europeans are plainly frightened 
enough by the Soviet military buildup to 
wonder, however subconsciously, 
whether some form of neutralism might 
be better than an alliance with the 
United States. 

To date, strong leadership within the 
alliance has kept NATO together in the 
face of these internal strains and Soviet 
pressure. Britain’s Margaret Thatcher, 
Germany’s Chancellors Schmidt and 
Kohl, France’s Mitterrand, and Presi¬ 
dent Reagan have exerted crucial lead¬ 
ership. The common denominators of 
that leadership have been personal 
strength and resolve, and a hard- 
headed recognition of the seriousness 
of the Soviet military and political 
threat to the West. 

Lamentably, there is little in Walter 
Mondale’s record as a U.S. senator or 
as Jimmy Carter’s vice president to de¬ 
monstrate that he grasps what the 
Soviets are all about, or that he could 
rally the alliance once he understood. 
Rather, Mr. Mondale’s failure to repudi¬ 
ate the Carter foreign policy, and his 
repeated displays of personal irresolu¬ 
tion, indicate that Walter Mondale 
offers mainly a rerun of the weak, con¬ 
fused leadership of the Carter years. 

NATO, for one, might not survive 
four more years of that. ^ 


5? SOI 7 

NEW T-SHIRT 


GRENADA 



Grenada: 

When you care enough to send the very 
best White w/green ink or brown. .... $7^ 


Send $7 95 ea, + $1 75 shipping to: 

SOF Exchange 
P O. Box 687, SF 12/84 
Boulder, CO 80306 
303-449-3750 

Mastercard & VISA orders welcomed. 


DE-BRIEF 

Continued from page 5 

first-hand experience the precarious 
situation facing virtually all Central 
American democracies put the Civi¬ 
lian Military Assistance volunteers 
and other individuals who are willing 
to lay their lives on the line in defense 
of freedom in the idealist category. 
They are simply unwilling — particu¬ 
larly after the dismal, politically- 
hamstrung American performance in 
the fight against Asian communism in 
Vietnam — to stand idly by and let it 
happen in Central America. 

That puts such men in honorable 
company along with American volun¬ 
teers for the Lafayette Escadrille in 
WWI, the pilots of the RAF’s Eagle 
Squadron and the men who served 
with Claire Chennault’s Flying Tigers 
during World War II. Those were other 
patriotic Americans who would not 
placidly ignore threats of worldwide 
tyranny despite their country’s unwil¬ 
lingness to respond officially. 

Those were patriots and genuine 
heroes. So were the men who died on 
1 September 1984 helping in the fight 
for freedom in Nicaragua. 

Such idealism cost them their lives, 
but they did not die in vain. I think 
Powell and Parker would appreciate 
this eulogy: We believe those who beat 
their swords into plowshares generally 
wind up doing the plowing for those 
who do not. 



Train at home, tor an enciting career as a Detective 
or Security Consultant No previous expenenee needed 
No oihei training program equals the Global course 
Leam every investigative technique you will need to get 
that first |ob Employment Assistance • Diploma • 
Equipment • Mall this coupon lor FREE FACTS 
No obligation. No salesman 

GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 


NAME.:----— AGE-— 


_ST ___ZIP_:- 

BOX 191-A, HANOVER, MA 02339 





Now you can put down and 
immobilize your subject before 
applying handcuffs. The Stun 
Gun works through heavy 
clothing including leather 
jackets. It's small 6%x2y4x1", 
light weight 5 ounces and 
powerful enough to stun and 
immobilize without risk of 
being lethal or causing any 
permanent injury - it does not 
affect pacemakers. It is not a cattle prod or electrified flashlight, does not 
control by pain but immediately overrides the nervous system, removes 
voluntary muscle control from the attackers and quickly puts them on the 
ground . . weak and dazed up to 15 minutes. Works on all subjects 

including those intoxicated T on drugs or alcohol. 

The Stun Gun is engineered under the guidelines set by the United States 
consumer Product Safety Commission. (Note to Law Enforcement) All 
related safety data, including copies of government reports can be sent to 
you upon request on your departmental letterhead. 

Uses only one small rechargeable 9 volt battery. 


NOW AVAILABLE 

Currently being used by 
hundreds of law 
enforcement agencies 


NOVA XR 5000 

STUN GUN 

SAFE » LEGAL • EFFECTIVE 

subdue violent suspects 
instantly without injury 
to officer or offender 


ENFORCERS OUTFITTING, INC. Phone Orders 

P.O. Box No. 1, Villa Park, IL 60181 312/941-0615 Ext. 714 

Please send NOVA XR 5000 Stun Gun at 69.95 each. 


□ Black leather basket weave holder S 19.95 DBIack Plain leather holder $ 18.95 

□Black Nylon (on or off duty) holder S1 2.95 DN. Cad Battery with charger S 1 5.95 


Illinois residents add 
6 Vi/SALES TAX 
Shipping/handling 
charge 2.50 

SORRY NO COD'S 
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CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the let, three months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa¬ 
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack¬ 
et. Cost per insertion is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word —$10 mini¬ 
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be included in 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boul¬ 
der, Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR, 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE¬ 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW-ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR¬ 
ITIES IN THEIR AREA. 


FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free original German WWII 
relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German flags, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, weapons, tflustrated catalog, £5. MILITARIA, 
Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (86)_ 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — 32 pages — 
$1. Jackets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine 
Gl. KAUFMAN’S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. A-212, 
1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. 

PRIVACY — CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding Receiving 
Code name fine, street address, phone available, SASt. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF12, Orlando, FL 32860. 

m _ 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters fast! 
Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging device, 
checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45 complete, ready to 
use. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. Catalog of related 
devices, $2. (85) 


"THE ASSASSIN" 



Pine Bluff, Ark. 71611 •, SEND S 1.00 FOR 


501-534-5118 KING CATALOGUE 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $12 year. £15 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, P.O. Box 507, 
Frederickstown, MO 63645. (90)_ 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed-forces surplus clo¬ 
thing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, first- 
aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to Steve J. 
Pedergnana, Jr., P O. Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304, (87) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 to ACE FIRE¬ 
WORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. (92) 
VIETNAM CATALOG (With free ‘ Vietnam Photos') $2. WWII 
catalog $2. WAR SHOP, Rt.1, Box 154, Milford. DE 19963. 
i§7) 



The style made famous by the Afrika 
Korps now avail, in your favorite 
camo pattern, khaki or black. Quality 
made and fully lined in sizes S-M-L- 
XL. State size and Tiger Stripe, Day 
Desert, Woodland, Khaki or Black 
color. $24.50 ppd 

ill. catalog 1.50 or Free w/order 

MILITARIA INC. 

138 Kearny Avc. Dept. SF 
Kearny. N.f. 07032 (201)998 7471 


WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (reTund- 
able). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (94) 

MARAUDER'S SURPLUS: A complete listing of field and 

technical manuals; Elite commando and regular army surplus 
at the best prices in the country. Send $1 for catalog to 
MARAUDERS ARMY SURPLUS, 8588 McKee Road, Upatoi, 
GA 31829. (B7) _ 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSA- 


lona-range v _ . .. . 

£150. bumper beeper set $800, sound activated recorder 
$150, special listening devices from $50, automatic recorder 
switches $40, new 1984 catalog $2. WYNN ENGINEERING 
COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 
859-0531. (85) ___ 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step-by-step instructions to 

make powerful plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
Send money order $10 to: FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, 
Springfield, MO 65801. (90) _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 

Laws both $4. Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, P.O. Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. _ 

REGULATION INSIGNIA — All military branches and police 

All genuine. Over 1000 items including rank, wings, badges, 
miniature medals, NASA patches. Catalog $2; add $1 if 1st 
class mailing desired. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept A-512, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. 


DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI — Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN S 
WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-B12,1160 Eubank NE. 
Albuquerque. NM 87112. _ 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES — 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toll Free ordering 
and immediate shipment. Send long self-addressed stamped 
envelope for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY AND 
NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-912,1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, 
NM 87112._ 

PEN GUN, .22 cal. you construct with ordinary tools and hard¬ 
ware store materials. $4.95. ENTIUM (S-P), Box 1650, Caro- 
lina, PR 00628._' 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95: SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the easy-to- 
make, extremely destructive steel-burning THERMITE IN¬ 
CENDIARY $12. All three, $20. AMERICAN INDUSTRIES, 
P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (90)_ 

GENUINE MEDALS — Collect/Replace Missing U.S./Foreign 
Decorations. Purple Heart $40: Silver Star $40; Bronze Star 
$35; Legion of Merit $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary $15; 
Vietnam Service $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar 
$25. Add stamp in trade and $3 Postage. Most others avail¬ 
able. S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 
Naples Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000.(86) 

FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN SPATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (86)_ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect property. Win 
custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book 
$14.95. Guaranteed. Details 25c. EDEN, Box 8410-DD, Foun- 
tain Valley, CA 92708. (89) _ 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available — phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W Peoria, 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (88) 



Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations inyour 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or (ape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE Starts 
automatically when phone is answered 
Records both sides of phone conversation 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service 


Super Powerful 

Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. I 
Transmits up to V« mile to any FM radio | 

Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 

Call (305) 725-1000 or tend $19.95+ SI. 00 shipping per 
Item to USI Corp-, P O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COD’s accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



COVERT INTELLIGENCE — for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year — $17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles, MO 63302, USA. (89)_ 

KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (96) 

TATTOOING EQUIPMENT. Colors, machines, designs, ev¬ 
erything needed to start you in business. Send $1 for catalog 
to: S & W TATTOOING. Box 263 SF. East Northport, NY 
11731. (87)_ 

NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true identity and location secret. Details: M.K. 
& ASSOCIATES. Box 8-F, Buffalo, NY 14212. (88)_ 

CAMOUFLAGE: British Falklands, Rhodesian, French Alger¬ 
ia, Austrian Spotty, Spanish Speckled. Send $2 (bills only) for 
photos and details. EMBLETON, 6 Stable View, Yateley, 
Hants, ENGLAND. (86)__ 

TOP RISK ACTION GROUP, for hire by individuals, organiza¬ 
tions, and governments. Rescue, property recovery, or just 
plain getting even. Outside U.S. only. No reds as sponsors. Joe 
Green, P.O. Box 31991, Raleigh, NC 27622, U.S.A. (86) 

ITALIAN STILETTOS! Here’s one for your collection. 13” 
overall, 6" polished steel blade, positive front lock, dark handle 
only, $18.95. 9” overall stiletto, polished steel blade, positive 
front lock, dark or white handles, $10.95. Include £2 postage 
and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES. P.O. Box L, Dept. SP7, 
Bayville, NJ08721. (87)_ 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG — GENUINE Gl — 32 pages 
$1. Complete with cammo fatigues, LC1 gear and equipment, 
Dl hats, dummy grenades, jungle hats, lensatic compasses, 
military books, ponchos, boots, bayonets, and much much 
more. KAUFMAN’S WEST ARMY & NAVY GOODS. Depart- 
ment A-212, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


® V 0 " 9 '" 31 ADVENTURER’S™^ 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 

High-Grade 
Leather 

From: 

CATTLE BARON™ LEATHER CO. 

mmmm - The ORIGINAL As 
Used in EXPEDITIONS Around Ihe World 
HAND-PLAITED, THICK, Genuine 
TQP-PMIH BELTING )£ATHERw/ 

Permanant TP 

Original" Ruddy- 
Brown" Color 

• LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE & BALL W 
WRIST LOOP 

ORIGINAL 10 Ft. Length $99.95 
Eitn Long 12 FL $119.95 
LEATHER BELT CARRIER $6.95 
. A FORMIlUflUE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Property,, KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
Ihe Iff Ol the ADVENTURER'S BULLWHIP* MOVE 

AT^wKfTrasafflffl. 

• WMP-HAN0LHG Instructions Included. 

The HGHEST QUALITY. TOUGHEST BULL WHIPS 
Available - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 



4 TO 6 WEEK OBiVffiY 
NO HASSLES • NO DELAYS 


I 5% Shipping & Ins. In U 
— Foreign Add 20% — 


NOTE THfSl IUILWHIPS 
APE NOT TOYS S NOT CHEAP 
FOREIGN MADE SOUVENIRS 


- THEY ARE GENUINE, 

WCWHC tUU.Wlura~Bffli 


MASTER WMIPMAKERS 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send visa CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

MC. Check p o BQX ^00724 Dept. SOFT2 
U 0t SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 78201 


M 


BOUNTY HUNTING — Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (89)_ 

CRIMEF1GHTERS. Send $2 for police catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF483, 17122 Bellflower Blvd., Bellflower, CA 90706. (87) 
POLICE, FIRE AND RAILROAD badges and patches. Send 
$1 for list or $6 for next 12 monthly lists. BAIRD, Dept. SF1283, 
P.O. Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (87)_ 

MONEY SOLUTIONS! End debts. Get new credit, jobs, de¬ 
grees. Financial privacy. Offshore opportunities. Free catalog. 
EDEN, Box B410-5F, Fountain Valley. CA 92728. (89) 

FIREWORKS: Fun, Safe, Patriotic; top quality, countless 
items, lowest prices, illustrated catalog $1 (refundable). 
PYRO-SONIC DEVICES, Box 711 SI4, Grand Haven, Ml 
49417. (87)_ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY— Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, “creative’' Locksmithing, 
Weapons, Investigations, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 
11354. (86) _ 

BRITISH MILITARIA. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Headwear, 
Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Police "Bobby” Helmets, etc. Send 
$2 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD. Dept. A, 2113 
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (95) 
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UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER. Save up to 20% Discount. Famous 

Publishers: Paladin Press, Desert, Atlan, others. 100's of excit¬ 
ing titles. Regularly updated. Exotic Weaponry, Military, Sur¬ 
vival, Self-Defense, Martial Arts, Explosives, Silencers, Fire¬ 
works, and many, many MORE. If you can buy them elsewhere 
for less — buy them! Catalog $1 — FREE G.l. P-38 Can 
Opener with Catalog. ASURP PUBLICATIONS, (101), Sharon 
Center, OH 44274. (86) _ 

PYROTECHNICS, Smoke Grenades, Aerial Flares, Trip Flare 

Devices, Racket, Whistle, Report Cartridges. Pen Gun Laun¬ 
chers. Catalog $1. AZTEC, Suite 341, 5365 Jimmy Carter 
Blvd., Norcross, GA 30093. _ 

NORTHEAST INVESTIGATIONS — Private investigators, 

child custody, missing persons, industrial undercover, bounty 
hunters. Phone (603f 542-6380. (87) 




1SS? 8 HANOI 

LATE 


T-SHIRTS $9.95, SENT 
1ST CLASS. XXL $10.75. 
OUR TITLE ON REAR. 

QUART DRINKING GLASS 
W/4” HIGH RED ART, 
$ 8 . 00 . 

GROUP OF 4 GLASSES 
PLUS T-SHIRT OF CHOICE 
$24.50 DELIVERED. 

DEALERS INQUIRE. 


SEND STAMP FOR LIST OF OTHER ITEMS; PHONE IN 
ORDERS 24 HOURS A DAY, WILL RETURN CALL. 

INTERGALACTIC COALITION 
TO PROMOTE HANDGUNS 
THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE, INC. 
1253 NORTH CALIFORNIA, 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60622 
(312) 235-7555 


SS AND GERMAN WWIIMILITARIA: Insignia, flags, daggers, 
uniforms, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, includ¬ 
ing two large posters, S2 (refundable). KRUPPER, Box 177SF, 
Syracuse, NY 13208. (87)_ 

CAMOUFLAGE TIES! A must for every well dressed out- 
doorsman. Genuine military issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
Pointed End or Straight Fold...$9.95 each: 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $2 first tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN’S, Dept, A-312, 
1660 Eubank NE. Albuquerque, MN 87112. Or call toll free 
(1-800) 545-0933._ 

30 - 40% OFF GERBER, KERSHAW KNIVES; Redfield, 
Leupold Scopes; Muzzleloaders! Send $1 for complete cata- 
log! KNIVES, Dept. SOF, 52 Edmund. Uniontown, PA 15401. 

WILD GEESE SELECTION Customized gold-plated emblems 
for adventurers of distinction. Brochure $1, Refundable. THE 
WILD GEESE, Postfach 1145, 6460 Gelnhausen. WEST 
GERMANY. (89) 



WILLIAMS’ TRIGGER 
SPECIALTIES. INC. 
“HK 91/93 Set Triggers 
and Sniper Grade 
Trigger Work 
for Semi-Auto Rifles” 

SASE for prices and specifications: 

Williams* Trigger Specialties 

RR No.1, Box 26B White Heath, IL 61884 

Phone 2i7 7*2-7277 


FEDERALLY LICENSED EXPLOSIVE DEALER KIT in¬ 
cludes: Application Forms (for Explosive License & Permit), 
Instructions, Federal Explosive Laws, Directory of Explosive 
Manufacturers, Wholesalers & Distributors, Explosive Secu¬ 
rity, Explosive License/Permit Numbering system, Explosive 
Dealers Guide to Explosive Requirements, $5.95; COM¬ 
MERCE IN EXPLOSIVES: The complete book on dealing in 
Explosives and Firearms Covers: License & Permit, Conduct 
of Business and Operations, Administrative Procedures, Re¬ 
cords and Reports, Unlawful Acts, Penalties, Storage Require¬ 
ments, $5.95. STEVE’S GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, 
P.O. Box 780-SQF, Mocksville, NC 27028. (87)_ 

INVESTIGATOR S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. New, ex¬ 
panded version packed with valuable tricks for finding "skips,” 
runaways, missing persons, and others in hiding. Track down 
anyone, anywhere. Send $8. COUNTERTECH. Box 5723, 
Bethesda, MD 20814. (88) _ 

FUSE! 3/32” WATERPROOF SAFETY FUSE. 1007$ 10; 300 / 
$25. Instruction Manuals: M-80, Silver Salute, Cherry Bomb, 
Aerial Bomb, $4 each, all four/$10. Catalog, $1. GREENMAN, 
Box 9026E, Peoria, IL 61614. (87) 


SECRET TELEPHONE 


RECORDING DEVICE 

——-- —m 


SPECIAL HALF-PRICE OFFER 
. ONLY 

s^MKf $14.95 



This fantastic miniature electronic device turns any tape 
recorder Into a SECRET PHONE BUG that silently and 
automatically records both sides of your telephone 
conversation! Connects any cassette tape recorder to your 
telephone anywhere along the phone line. Automatically 
starts tape recorder when phone is picked up, records both 
sides of phone conversation with crystal clarity, then turns 
recorded off when phone is hung up! Includes all attach¬ 
ments. Completely self-contained unit never needs 
batteries! Not to be used for surveillance. ALSO, our 
giant catalogue of laser weapons, surveillance devices, and 
much more is included FREE with every order! 100% 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. Send $14.95 + 2.25 
shipping ($17.20) to: UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Deot. F-12 
15015 Venture Blvd., K1653, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 
Or send $1.00 forgiant catalogue! 


DISCOUNT EXPLOSIVE BOOKS, silencers, weapons, etc 
Send $2 CASH for 50% Discount Card List. PER INQUIRY 
PRESS, Box 112205A, San Diego, CA 92111-0160. (86) 
WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials 
available: Zapruder films, literature, videocassettes. Catalog 
$2. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES, Box 42, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
R3K 1Z9 CANADA. (91)_ 

TOP RISK ACTION GROUP. Contracts with individuals, orga¬ 
nizations and governments. Recovery, rescue, defense, intru¬ 
sion, training and strategic consulting, internationally. No reds. 
JOE GREEN, P.O. Box 31991, Raleigh, NC 27622, U.S.A. (86) 
FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.20 a gross, M-80s, blockbusters, and giant Class B 
aenal displays. Complete directory of mail order suppliers list¬ 
ing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYROTECHNICS, Box 230A, 
RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (90)_ 

"GRENADA An Island Paradise Courtesy of the 75th Ran¬ 
gers” t-shirts M-L-XL $7 plus$1 shipping. RECON ONE, P.O. 
Box 6978, Dept. SOF, Stateline, NV 89449._ 

CONFIDENTIAL REMAIL SERVICES. Unlisted address. 
SASE and $1 brings list of services and fees. MAIL-SAFE. 
Dept. ASF, 504 West 24th Street, Suite 124, Austin, TX 78705. 
SERVE FEDERAL SUBPOENAS PART TIME. Must be over 
18 and U.S. citizen! Details $2. PROCESS SERVER, Box 
222-F, Quincy, MA 02171. (88)_ 

FOR HIRE: Qualified, literate, rational, experienced profes¬ 
sional with diverse background seeks high-risk, high-paying 
position representing private or corporate concerns. Passport. 
Principals only! CROSSBOW, P.O. Box 15424, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80935. (89) 


MILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

See military history os it happened! World 
War I ihrough the Falkkmds campaign. The 
other side of World War II: original German 

_ _ f, v combat newsreels and features of the great 

bottles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
and contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
materials. Beta/VHS, also PAL Standard. Reasonable prices, fast service. Write 
a- phone for free illustrated calolog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILM5, 
Box 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 312-436-8051. 



FOREIGN READERS. Attention! Wanted by collector: 
machine gun belts, parts, accessories, tripods and manuals — 
any vintage; assault rifle magazines, etc. Foreign pilot and 
para wings and elite insignia. No trades. Price and condition 
1st letter. PETER KOKALIS, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018. (TO)_ 

FOR HIRE: Six year U.S.A.F. — S.E. Asia Vet. Sharp, know¬ 
ledgeable professional with diverse background. Personal 
agent, investigation, missing persons, courier, bodyguard, 
bounty, photo, surveillance, etc. Individual or two-man team. 
All projects considered with utmost discretion and confidential- 
ity. DPS, P.O. Box 50787, Palo Alto, CA 94303. (90) 

COVOPS, PSYOPS, ITE. Federal contractor only. Send re¬ 
quirements to: INTEREX, P.O. Box 39886, Denver, CO 80239. 

m _ 

SMOKE-SMOKE-SMOKE-SMOKE-SMOKE-Smoke-Smoke 

Products. Grenades, pots, bombs at unusually low prices. Buy 
from the source and save. Send self-addressed stamped en¬ 
velope for specifications, price list and order form. SOUTH¬ 
WEST SMOKE DISTRIBUTORS, Box 5414, Phoenix, AZ 
85010. (86)_ 

DOCTOR. AVAILABLE for "special activities’ on short-term 
basis; nothing illegal in the U.S. P.O. Box 23553, Jacksonville, 
FL 32241-3535. (87) _ 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION BADGES and Equipment. Illus¬ 
trated list, $2 cash. Also list of British S.A.S. and Para Regt 
insignia plus equipment, badges, knives, cammo suits, 
smocks, etc. Much More! List$1 .Dealer inquiries welcome. M. 
MILES, Holbeach Hum, Holbeach, South Lines, ENGLAND 
PEI 2 8JE. Phone Holbeach 24706. (86) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


ONLY 


m 


POSTPAID 



Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or blank ammo. 

Solid metal. 6 shot, clip —v 

fed. Rapid firing. With in- \ 

sinactions & free cleaning rod. 

For self-protection i theatre, dog I 
training, sports. Purchaser must '.- 

be over 21. Money back guarantee. Ne Jf 

WESTBURY SALES CO. California. 

l P.O.BOX 434, Dept TA-12-SF, Wettbury, New York 11590 


BE A GUN DEALER. Official Federal Firearms License Kit, 

includes: Instructions, Official Application Forms (for the NEW 
THREE YEAR FFL), BATF"800's’’ & ADDRESSES, Directory 
of Wholesalers: Firearms, Ammo & Accessories; Manufactur¬ 
ers List, Gun Dealers Guide to Federal Gun Requirements. 
The most complete Federal Firearms License Kit available 
anywhere, $4.95. GUN DEALERS BIBLE, the complete book 
on operating a gun store and dealing in guns ana ammo. It 
covers over 60 subjects including: Adminstrative Procedures, 
Licensing of Dealers, Conduct of Business, Recordkeeping, 
Filling required Forms, Gun Show Sales, Importation, Exporta¬ 
tion, Mail Order Sales, Out of State Sales and much more 
$4.95. CLASS III LICENSE KIT- Needed to deal in National 
Firearms Act Weapons (Machineguns, etc.) FFL REQUIRED 
FOR CLASS III.' $2.95. GUN DEALERS RECORD BOOKS: 
Each book contains 1200 entries, heavy duty construction and 
are BOUND to mefet all Federal requirements: FIREARMS 
TRANSACTION, AMMO TRANSACTION, $7.95 each. 
STEVE’S GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT P.O. Box 780- 
SOF, Mocksville, NC 27028. (87)_ 

MONEY ... JOBS ... DEGREES! Faster career advance¬ 
ment Independent business plans. Newest opportunities. 
Free book catalog. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SJ. Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. (86)_ 

MAIL SECURITY — Keep your location secret. Forwarding 
Receiving both mail and packages. Details $2 (refundable) 
Box 70. Burns, TN 37029. (86) 


USN 


G-1 

FLYERS 
JACKET 

$155p P d 

Sizes: 40-46 

$1 70 ppd 

Sizes 48-50 

This Gov’t issue jacket is made of lightweight sup¬ 
ple dark brown Cattle Hide Leather w/a deep pile 
collar, wool cuffs & waist band, and is 100% nylon 
lined. It features 2 deep pockets w/button down 
flaps, full bi-swing back, full armhole gussets, 
inside welt pocket & USN stencilled on security 
leather facing under heavy duty brass zipper 

MILITARIA, INC. 

138 Kearny Ave. Dept. SF 
Kearny, N.J. 07032 



KITCHEN IMPROVISED PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES. The finest 
book available on the subject of improvised plastique explo¬ 
sives. Some of the subjects covered: C-4 from campstove fuel, 
Aspirin plastique, Bleach plastique, Antifreeze plastique, plus 
many many others. $8.50 PPD. INFORMATION PUBLISHING 
CO- P.O. Box 10042, Odessa, TX 79767-0042. (87) 
COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY, DECEPTION, Tactics. Un¬ 
breakable Codes. New 40-page How-To-Manual. Detailed, 
Easy. $11. EUSTIS PRESS, Suite 15, 751 Dunlap Circle, 
Winfersprings, FL 32708. (86) _ 

UNITED MILITIA INTERNATIONAL: Honorary Military Com¬ 
missions now available. Information and applications. Send $3 
(U.S ). COL. D. GEORGE, Box 1224, Albany, OR 97321. (89) 
SILENT FIREPOWER. Most complete crossbow catalog avail¬ 
able, $1. Martial arts, special weapons and survival aids. M&M 
ENTERPRISES, Box 445, Dept. SOF. Island Lake, IL 60042. 
( 86 )_ 

SILENCERS. Complete instructions to build your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores, $3. WORLD 
PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 64252, Fayetteville, NC 28306. 


BREAK THE LANGUAGE BARRIER 

with this special message 
to the Soviets in RUSSIAN 


$Q5Q 

In California 
add 6% sales tax 


QUALITY 50/50 T-SHIRT 


INDICATE COLOR/QUANTITY/SIZE: 



Q 

S 

M 

L 

XL 

BLACK ON OLIVE DRAB 






BLACK ON CAMOUFLAGE 






BLACK ON GRAY 






GOLD ON BLUE 







Send Check or Money Order to: 

J.D. RAG IDEAS 

P.O. BOX 365 IMPERIAL BEACH, CA 92032 
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SOUTH VIETNAMESE, VC, NVA. Marxist Hammer/Sickte 
Battle Banners! Rare, dramatic wall displays. $15 each. Any 
two $25. Any three $40. All four $50. Postpaid. MARTIAL 
SALES, Box 71395, New Orleans, LA 70172. (86)_ 

MERCHANT MARINES. Seafaring adventure and employ¬ 
ment. Maritime adventurer gives sources unknown to you. 27 
page directory to fulfillment, just $10. CARDINAL INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL, Box 67, Centerville, VA 22020. (86)_ 

M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS, ROCKETS! Fresh from fac¬ 
tory or make your own. We supply everything! Formulas, 
chemicals, fuse, smoke dyes, casings, tools, Kits, MORE! 
Catalog $1. NOR STARR, Box 5565 Pocatello, ID 83202. (95) 

EX—MARINE VIET VET. Seek unusual employment. Inside 
U.S. must be legal. BOB, P.O. Box 1263, Downey, CA 90240. 
( 86 )_ 

UNARMED COMBAT. New method of PRACTICAL self- 
defense. Survive REAL combat. Defend yourself with your 
bare hands! Fully illustrated book, $10.95 postpaid. LIBRA 
ENTERPRISES, 486(S) Molimo, San Francisco, CA 94127. 

BLASTING WITH CAP AND FUSE. Must reading for every 
survivor’s library. Only $5.98. JOHNSON, P.O. Box 558, Ber- 
nie, MO 63822. (87) _ 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS!! Iron Cross First Class with 
pin back! Only $12.95. Catalog of pre-1945 relics, $5 (refund¬ 
able). REICHSRELICS, Box 5 4-DN, Braham, MN 55006. (87) 


“NUKE THE BASTARDS". Bumper sticker, $2. T-shirt, $7.95. 
License plate, $9.95. P.W., Dept. SF, 237 W. Houghton Lake 
Drive, Prudenville, Ml 48651._ 

ATTENTION, CAMMIE WEARERS! We now have the O.D. 
version of the American & Confederate Flag shoulder patch. 
This top quality, 3” x A" patch is ideal for camouflage applica¬ 
tions. Wear your flag without compromising your concealment. 
Send $3.75 (U.S.) or $4.50 (Foreign), check or money order to: 
OUTPOST AMERICA, Dept. 9, P.6. Box 50251, Cicero, IL 
60650-0251._ 

SURVIVAL PAINKILLERS, grenade launchers, TNT, detona¬ 
tors, smoke, nitroglycerine, gas, and more! Catalog $1. NW, 
Box 962(F), Orlando, FL 32802. (86)_ 

FREE KUNG-FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction, send 
$1 for postage. McLISA, P.O. Box 1755, Dept. SF84-L, Hon- 
olulu, HI 96806. 


JEWELRY 

FOR 

WARRIORS 


f i 

„.o ' 

ip 


Send for catalog at unique, beautifully awaited 
penaerrti, thara, and pint in sorting silver (14K 
Mittfe) at d-scourt prices. Great present! tor 
vets, gun eirfuiaEa. ni'itary personnel, survival 
bat, elite units, etc. 




MIDNIGHT MISSION 


82 Bowery. Dept. SOF. NYC. N.Y. 10013 

Send refundable with order 


MILITARY MEDALS AND INSIGNIA of South Africa and 
Rhodesia bought, sold, traded. $5.20 subscription refundable 
first purchase.KAPLANS, Box 132, Germiston, SOUTH AFRI- 
CA. (87) ___ 

KNIVES, MARTIAL ARTS SUPPLIES, BLOWGUNS. Largest 
selection anywhere. New illustrated catalog $1. SPECIAL 
CUTLERY, 1104 Lee Street, Dept SOF, Des Plaines, IL 60016. 
( 86 )_ 

EX-MARINES —67-69 'Nam Vets, Ex-DI, weapons specialist- 
jungle warfare, pilot, M.E., high risk assignments, U.S. or 
overseas. (404) 991-2684. (86) _ 

KNOW YOUR ENEMY! First rule of survival. Electronic Sur¬ 
veillance Devices. Details$1 /refundable. HUNTER, Box 3132, 
Winston-Salem, NC 27102. (87) _ 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape I: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op- 
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communica- 
tions; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op¬ 
erations. VHS ONLY, $29.95 each plus$2.95 shipping & hand¬ 
ling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Avenue, Suite 
206, Reno, NV 89509. (90) _ 

M1B1 BALLOON BAZOOKA $25 and M1B2 BALLOON 

MORTAR $30 fires water and paint balloons and snowballs 
with extreme accuracy and velocity. ETERNAL ENTER- 
PRISES, 4037 Courtney Streei, Bakersfield. CA 93308. 

FIREWORKS. Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candles, much 

more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round to all 
states. Illustrated catalog, $1. EAGLE FIREWORKS, Dept. 
3-L, Box 800, Clackamas. OR 97015. 


SAVANT FOR HIRE: Professional investigator, body guard, 

armed escort, bondsman, and bounty-hunter. Also have know¬ 
ledge of military and counter-terrorism. Am an expert of 
weapons and demo. Prefer Central America. SAVANT, P.O. 
Box 348, Athens, GA 30601. (95) 

GERMAN WWII MILITARIA, Flags, Knives, Tapes. Send 

SASE for list: HAMMER, Box 33149-SF. Indianapolis, IN 
46203. (89) H 


12670, Seattle. WA 98111. (86) 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS. Enameled Pins, your 

design, low minimum, excellent quality, low prices, free book¬ 
let. A.T. PATCH COMPANY, Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. 
(603) 444-3423. (87) _ 

WOODLAND BDU’S $40 PER SET; Desert BDU’s $40 per 

set; Woodland BDU Field Jacket $45. Please add $2.50 ship¬ 
ping per item: RECON ONE, P.O. Box 6978, Dept. SOF, 
Stateline, NV 89449. _____ 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big Money, Adventure, Learn 

How. P.O.Box 1132H1, Doylestown, PA 18901. (93) _ 

EX-MARINE, VIETNAM VET seeks dirty work. Will travel, all 

jobs considered. Discretion assured ana expected. Box 7368, 
Chicago, IL 60680._____ 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXPLOSIVES. TNT, C-4, poison gas, 
plastic, tear gas, tracers, smoke, dynamite, detonators, incen¬ 
diaries, rockets, napalm, flares, fireworks, more. 500 formulas, 
instructions. Book $22. FULL AUTO, 1715 Leaf Avenue, Mur- 
freesboro, TN 37130. (86) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1000s of patches stocked. 1940 
through Vietnam. Catalog $1 — refunded. SAUNDERS, Dept. 
SF, Box 414, Vermillion, OH 44089-0414. (87) 


ADVENTURERS TELEPHONE^ 
AND TEST SET 



' MODEL 1011 


CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS. OR MAKES CALLS 
MADE OF RUGGED. NON-REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 

With Shipping & Ins. Paid 

<£ Q r CASH, CHECK, MONEY ORDER 

VISA MASTERCARD * 

* Send card number and expiration date 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

• Battery powered Field Phones • Sound powered Field Phones 

• Telephones and Books on Telephones 

CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) 

V l St -Amerlc an' 

109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 08204 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR HIRE. Short term prefer¬ 
red. All offers held confidential. SOF JOHNSON, Suite 62A, 
3341 W. Peoria Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85029. (87) _ 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2.00 includes postage. Con¬ 
fidential Forwarding, Receiving, Holding. G.C. Mosley, 
Taunuss Strasse 41, 6467 Niedermittlau-HasseTroth, West 
Germany. (87) __ 

NEW UPDATE CATALOG of unusual books on automatic 
firearms, weaponry, home workshop guns, creative revenge, 
survival plus much more! $1.00, PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 
1307-KMV, Boulder, CO 80306. _ 

NEW! SPORTSMAN SAFE-T-TIPS for rifles. Helps prevent 
debris from clogging barrel. 24 per pkg. Send $2.98 U.S. to: 
TICKELL DESGINS INC, 11016 Bridge Rd. Surrey, B.C., 
Canada V3V 3T9 Satisfaction Guarantedi Dealer inquiries wel- 
come! (88) _ 

FIVE-MAN GROUP, all ex-military, ex-Airbome Rangers, Spe¬ 
cial Forces, Marine Snipers. Perfer short term high risk. Have 
passports. B.R. Burns, P.O. Box 1451, Springdale, AR 72764. 
( 86 )_ 

MILITARY MEDALS, patches, badges. New Catalog, $1 
(Foreign $2). PAUL SINOR, P.O. Box 12230, Arlington, VA 
22209. (87) ____ 

GRENADA! BEIRUT! Beautiful Urgent Fury and MNF decals, 
4” diameter. USMC-Recon, Special Forces Crest, USAF Para- 
rescue, UDT-SEAL, USMC-Sniper, 2nd Force Recon Co, 
Navy-M.C. Aircrew, Navy Jump Wings, 101st, 82nd. Average 
size 5" x 7”. $2 each, three for $5. ELITE FORCES SUPPLY 
COMPANY, 22 Orchard Street, Newton, NJ 07860. _ 

RECON, THE ROLEPLAYING GAME of the Vietnam War, 
$10; The Haiphong Halo, $3.50; Hearts & Minds, $3.50; San 
Succi, $5: Sayaret/Track Commander, $5.98. RPG, INC., Box 
1560-A, Alvin, TX 77512. (96) _ 

WHOLESALE PRICES: Camouflage apparal, satin jackets, 
caps, shirts, bags, shorts, bandannas, fatigues. Send $3 for 
Catalog. LSAD, INC., Box 214, Palestine, TX 75801. (800) 
527-2178. (85) 


GIANT CATALOG 

LATEST ISSUE 

Books on: Survival, First Aid, Self-defense, Full 
auto.. Silencers, Firearms, Revenge, Improvised 
Weaponry, Espionage, Pyrotechnics, Police Sci¬ 
ence, Guerilla Warfare, Sabotage, Demolitions 
and much more. 

“ Tomorrow's survivors will be 
those who prepared today.” 

* Quantity Discounts * 

For a rush catalog, send $1.00 to: 

JAMES and COMPANY 
PUBLICATIONS 

Dept. 301 - P.O. Box 6674, 
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS 66206 


SOF 

CLASSIFIEDS 
GET RESPONSE! 


RUSSIAN AIRBORNE BERETS. Black Beret (copy) with ‘‘Ori¬ 
ginal" Russian Insignia $20. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
§ 0221 . 

CLEVER CONCEALABLE KNIVES. Survival knives, gear, 
books. Free information. Dealer inquiries. GREAT LAkES 
DISTRIBUTING, P.O. Box 224, Dept. 1, Greenville, Ml 48838. 
i§7)_ 

NEED TOTAL MAIL PRIVACY? Complete personal/business 
service. Many privacy services/products. Write: SMS-SF12, 
Box 3179, Tempe, AZ 85281._ 

WORLDWIDE AVIATION and Elite Forces Wings. Badges. 
List 50 cents. HSE MILITARIA SOF, 3794 Dianne Street, Beth- 
page, NY 11714. (87)_ 

MAIL PRIVACY? Our address becomes yours, instantly! 
Identity/location remain secret. Discover our “Mail Privacy Ser¬ 
vices ". Details: Dollar Bill. M s M.B., Box 5460H, Dearborn, Ml 
48128. (86)_ 

DUTCH HELICOPTER PILOT (ex-military) seeks employ- 
ment. Will travel. POB 38. 6343 ZG. The Netherlands. (86) 

MERC PILOT FOR HIRE. 1500 hours instrument rated. Alt 
jobs considered world wide. Short, Iona term, confidential. 
Africa experience five years. Write PA 82/429, Fermo Posta. 
Calosso (AT), Italy. (86) _ 

FREE VIETNAM CATALOG. Tapes, flags, documents, more. 
Enclose 20 cent stamp to: BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, Box 
56, Dept. SQF-3, Fayetteville, AR 72702. _ 

RANGER-AIRBORNE-BODYGUARD TRAINING. Survival/ 
Combat Courses Manual. Details, brochures $2. CSTC, 2100 
N. Broadway, Suite 37, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (87)_ 

BE A GUN DEALER. Official three year Federal Firearms 
License Kit, very complete, $4.95; Gun Dealer’s Bible, 60 
subject, $4.95; Gun Dealer's Bound Record Books, the very 
best: Firerams — $7.95, Ammo — $7.95. All of the above, $25. 
FREE Class III Kit with $25 order. STEVE’S GUNS & Survival 
Equipment, P.O. Box 780-SF, Mocksville, NC 27028._ 

41 USA SURVIVAL MAPS! All danger/safe areas: including 
10 attack/fallout, $3.95! ALLIED, Box 41323FK, Phoenix, AZ 
85080. 



Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 
P*' *] o FREE CATALOG! o 


Write ►► MEDALS, 222s North Dickerson 
Todaj^^^^jchoo^Roac^^artisle^A^I^OI^ 


FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, current issue “Lizard 
Pattern" camouflage 4-pocket jacket and pants, NEW condi¬ 
tion, $65. A.H.A.. P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Size 
medium only! _ 

INDIVIDUAL SURVIVAL GUIDE. Survival weapons, traps, 
snares, direction finding, water still. Send $4 to: SURVIVAL 
POWERS UNLIMITED, Box 957, Westchester, OH 45069. 
DISCOUNT KNIVES. Wholesale to the public. 11 Vfe" Cammo 
Survival Knife, $32.50' 10" Cammo Survival, $22; 9 V 2 " Cam¬ 
mo Boot Knife, $22. GERBER: Bolt Action, $28.50; Cammo 
Guardian, $43.75; Mark I, $43; Mark II, $49. CAMILUS USMC, 
$18 or USAF, $15.75; KABAR USMC, $24.95; O.D. Bucklite 
w/cammo pouch, $17.70; “Lifeknife", $34.95; Pineapple Gre¬ 
nade replicas, $6.50; Lansky Sharpener (3 stone), $18; 4" or 
5" Butterfly, $21; Survival Kit w/24 items, $16.95; Gl issue 
Mountain Stove, $49.95; OD Survival Vest (USAF), $64.50; 
Crossbowpistol,$47.95. Add $2 forshiping. Send check, M.O., 
Visa, or MC. Price list $2. SANDY CREEK GUN and Knife 
Works, Box 51479S, Raleigh, NC 27609. 


CRYPTOGRAPHIC SYSTEM 

Protect Malt and Telephone Communieationa from hostile 
Interception. Use the CftYPIO-GflAM' Encryption 
System. This (ample system um» the unbreakable 
“One Time Pa4” Technique. Modern computer technology 
makes possible large scale generation of one-time pais 
Order Today. English/Spanish lovtructiooo Booklet 
Only-f24.95pp. Complete Kit with two 50 page One-Time 
PndSeta-l99.95pp. To Order tend check or M.O. to 
Intelligent Tool Co.- Bo* 44047- L.V., NV S9104 
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AUTHENTIC MEXICAN TOOTHPICKS, legal in the U.S., 
send $4.95 to M. SERNA, 444 Young. Woodbum, OR 97071 

BRITISH D.P.M.CAMOUFLAGE, 100% genuine current 
issue. Uniform items: Combat Smock new, $95. Combat 
Trousers new, $45. Tropical Issue Jacket, $40. Tropical Issue 
Trousers, best seller, $38.95. D.P.M. Boonie Hats, $17.95. 
Combat Cap, with peak, $14.95. D.P.M. Hood for combat 
smock. $16.95. S.A.S. Windproof Smocks D.P.M., $120. 
S.A.S. Windproof Trousers, $65. Parachutist Combat Smock 
D.P.M. with knitted cuffs, an excellent smock, $110. S.A.S. 
Officer's Beret with bullion badge, $42.95. Other ranks beret 
with cloth badge, $24.95. Parachute Regiment Officer s Beret 
with bullion insignia, $39.95. Other ranks beret with metal 
badge, $22.95. S.A.S. Stable Belt, blue belt with chrome buck¬ 
le and insignia, $26.95. Parachute Regiment Stable Belt, mar- 
roon belt with chrome buckle and insignia, $24.95. Latest issue 
Combat Smock issued to British Army in August '84 D.P.M., 
$80. All D.P.M. is genuine issue ana supplied to your size. 
Send $2 for catalogues of uniform and insignia to: ANDREW 
BUTLER MILITARY 10 Chatham Street, Ramsgate, Kent, 
ENGLAND. 


FANTASTIC SPACE-AGE 
ELECTRONICS 


LASER WEAPONS, INVISIBLE 
PAIN-FIELD GENERATORS, MORE... 

Survival writer discovert... secret 

sources for laser pistols, listening devices, 
ultrasonic pain field generators, paralyzing 
self-defense protectors, true I.R. see-in-the- 
dark viewers, absolute security systems, bug 
detectors, voice scramblers, micro-trans¬ 
mitters, electronic tracking devices, ultra- 
sophisticated detection and surveillance equip- 
ment, police broadcast unscramb)6rs, many 
more too "hot” to print. Send $1.00 for giant 
catalogue (get $2.00 credit) To: 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept F-12 
15015 Ventura Blvd., Ste #1653, Sherman Oaks, 


TRACERS: Reload your own, reliable, accurate long range, 
red burning, military type tracers, any caliber. Complete in¬ 
struction pamphlet, $15. T.T , Box 2/00, Huntington Beach, 
CA 92647. (90)_______ 

WANTED: Art, narratives, videos, etc. of violent combat, re¬ 
lated to SEALs, Frogmen, Recon, SBS, N.I., Commandos, 
MPs, Security Forces, etc. Especially cover-art of Mort Kunt- 
sler and others of that period. BOXHOLDER, Box 3542, 
Lanreldaie, PA 19605. 







BUSHPILOT WINGS 

SS.9S RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 
P.O. Box 20378 • Dallas, TX 75220 


NEED A REAL PROFESSIONAL? Need quick confidential 
action? Contact this operative by phone or mail. Work alone or 
can provide team, short or longterm, all considered. Absolute 
discretion given and expected.L)USTY, P.O. Box 194, Palmer- 
dale, AL 35123. (205) 681-0468._ 

MILITARY HISTORY REVIEW, monthly, FREE sample copy. 
Personal combat accounts, books, events, museums. MHR, 
2122 28th Street, #6, Sacramento, CA 95618._ 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM. The feared and formidable 
Black Cobra Art of oriental combat. A dangerous and deadly 
style of fighting. Includes advanced dynamic meditations to 
develop the unstoppable mental state and devastating power 
Fully illustrated. $10.95 includes postage. GREEN DRAGON 
SOCIETY Dept. SF, 6610 N. Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. 
(87)_ 

GERBER MEANS QUALITY! “Guardian" camouflage design 
w/sheath, only $37.50 pp. Catalog $2, FREE with order. 
MICHAEL GOLD * Military & Survival Knives, P.O. Box 43366, 
Highland Hts.. OH 44143. (89) _ 

EX-PLATOON LEADER USMC Vietnam wants high risk good 
paying work overseas. Dependable, aggressive, fearTess. 
MALDONADO, (913) 462-3843. (87)_ 

HIGHEST CASH for old firecracker packs. Especially want 
Golliwog; Tank, Atlas; Flag, many ethers. WILLIAM SCALES, 
130 Fordham Circle. Pueolo, CO 81005._ 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Five patch minimum. 
Your design, any size, shape, colors. Guaranteed. HEIN, Dept. 
303, 4202 N. Drake, Chicago, IL 60618. (97) 


1 CENTRAL MESSAGE CENTER 
in the Washington, DC area. 

Use a Box Number for privacy, or 
Suite Nbr for business, telex, copy 
service, notary, mail forwarding, 
sorting, clipping, we’ll even read 
your mail over the phone or send a 
reply for you. MAIL CALL IS 
FOR YOU, call or write NOW: 
MAIL CALL, 2520 Columbia Pike, 
Arlington, Va. 22204 USA (703) 
685-1608,9. 


SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 


GUARANTEED 10 YEARS 


DISCOUNT SALE! For the outdoorsman. A knife, 
rf-v saw, hatchet, fish scaler and hammer. 

Rugged 9Vi" knife, 5” blade. 



LAMINATED 

leather handle. 

Rich leather belt 
sheath contains honing 
stone, leg ties. Imported. 

IF BROKEN WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPLACE FREE! Use 
30 days, if not pleased return for refund. REGULARLY $14.95. 
NOW ONLY $7.95 PLUS $1.95 delivery. Send $9.90 today! 
MIDWEST KNIFE CO.,,Dept. S-12B4, 9043 S. Western Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60620. Mail orders only. Our 48th year. 


__ _0, or 15 different 

P.O. Box 4288, Omaha, NE 


MARTIAL ARTS HEADBANDS. Pick from Kamikaze, Bansai, 
Ninja, Bushido, Kung Fu, Hapkido, Praying Mantis, Tae Kwon 
Do, or Shaolin. $3 each postpaid, any 4 for $1 ~ 
styles for only $30. JAYJAP A ~ *" 

68104._ 

BE A MERCHANT MARINE. Working on American-Flag ves¬ 
sels across the seven ! ' - 1 “*- ! — 

worldwide Maritime Ind 

sea, we will show you I _ 

TIES, P.O. Box 12819-MS3, Winston-Salem, NC 27117-2819. 

m _ 

MAN FOR HIRE. All jobs considered, dependable, honest. 
Send details to: James William Merritt, 5510 San Diego Ave- 
nue, Fort Pierce, FL 33450._ 

CONFIDENTIAL, RELIABLE Cleveland Branch Office/Re- 

receiving/forward- 
44125. 


mailing Services. Inexpensive. Secret mail receiving/fi 
ing. Free details. MSC, Box 25491 F, Cleveland, OH 


P.O.Box 1383, Carson City. NV 89702. 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES and other essential pro¬ 
ducts for survivalists. Largest and most complete selection of 
fresh (no aged military surplus) smoke candles, bombs, pots, 
grenades (eight colors). Best prices with quantity discounts. As 
an added plus we pay all shipping charges. Send $2. (refund¬ 
able with order) Tor catalogue. SIGNUS, Box 33712-W3, 
Phoenix, AZ 85067._ 

RANGER HANDBOOK $6; SF Operational Techniques FM 
31-20, $14.95; Woodland Boonie Hat, $10; “Tanker’s" Tool- 
bag (OD), $12. Please addSI shipping per item: RECON ONE, 
P.O. Box 6978, Dept. SOF, Stafeline, NV 89449._ 

KNIVES: ALL TYPES, Custom & Survival, Swords, Historic 
Weapons. Unbeatable prices. Color Catalogs, $2. DEINTINIS, 
107 Summit Avenue, ST, NY 10306._ 

MILITARY SURPLUS! Chemical/biological warfare equip¬ 
ment, military clothing, equipment, decorations. Seif- 
addressed-stamped-envelope for catalog. JR SALES, Box 
4253F, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253._ 

HELP! LOST MY MONTAGNARD BRACELET. Send me one 
along with your price. Payment by return mail. CANNON, 6565 
West Loop South, Suite 435, Bellaire, TX 77401. _ 

ELITE FIGHTING FORCES Insignia Caps. Large Selection. 
Send 20-cent stamp for illustrated folder. A & D PRODUCTS, 
Box 286-S, Belair, MD 21014. 


50,001 MAPS! Big. color, 
..! ALLI" - 


$3 (refundable)! 


^ ^ ihic! Everyplace! Catalog 
JED, Box 413$3FO, Phoenix, AZ 85080 


ALICE PACKS, U.S. Issue LC-1 Medium Pack, w/straps, $35. 
A.H.A , Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221___ 

PROFESSIONALS: Don't waste your hard earned money. We 
offer the highest quality, brand name edged weapons from the 
world over at up to 30% below retail. Send $2, U.S. (refundable 
with order) for illustrated price list to: THE SURVIVOR'S 
EDGE. P.O Box 16050-02, Shawnee. KS 66203._ 

EAST GERMAN ID “Ausweis" cards in Russian/German with 
red Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin unknown $6, 
no personal checks. D. EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 
05602. 


SILVER SILVER SILVER for pennies an ounce, proven 
method that works, revealing facts now available, don't hesi¬ 
tate, send $4.95 to: COL. M. SERNA, 444 Young, Woodburn, 
OR 97071._ 

BULLETPROOFING! Make/improve body armor; Kevlar 
sources, plans, instructions, $3.95! Bulletproofing homes: 
effective, new, cheap technique, $6.95! Making bulletproof 
glass, $2.95! ALL for §10.95! ALLIED, Box 41323FH, Phoenix, 
AZ 85080._ 

TIGER STRIPE M-65 FIELD JACKETS, made to government 
specifications, $48.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

CONTRARY TO POPULAR OPINIONS, this artistic couple 
believes that strong military power and law enforcement pre¬ 
vent chaos and keep us safe. We seek personal contact with 
those that help keep our world stable. Box 78, Room 702, 260 
W. 35th St., New York, NY 10001. __ 

"FOR MEN ONLY,” A survival manual for husbands, humor¬ 
ous look at the battle of the sexes, with vital information for the 
man who likes women and wants to own one, or more. Price 
$3.95. HAPPY HERBIE. Graham, WA 98338-0572_ 

FREEDOM FIGHTER. Swede, 24, who'd rather die in freedom 
than live in slavery. Ex-instructor in the Swedish Army, hunter, 
diver, parachutist, bodyguard, martial arts. A ticket is all l need. 
Krister Gronholm, Foreningsgatan 34C, 61300 Oxelosund, 
SWEDEN 0155/37839._ 

"BALI-SONG” Phillipine stainless steel butterfly knife, 5" 
closed, only $28.50 ppd, Bali-Song Manual by Jeff Imada, 
$12.95. Ninja Sword, $72.95. All money back guaranteed. 
ABD SUPPLY COMPANY, P.O. Box 52995, New Orleans. LA 
70152. Catalog, Si. (87) _ 

COMMANDO T-SHIRTS. Elite combat unit insignia shirts now 
available. Must see! Free brochure! JUMP MASTER PRO- 
OUCTS, Box 20395, Baltimore, MD 21284.__ 

EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL Courier Bodyguard, In¬ 
vestigations. Expenses plus minimal wages. Can gotong term. 
" - -—, Car*- 


NOTICE 



IF YOU OWN A 
PERSONAL FIREARM 
YOU’LL NEED THIS HANDBOOK. . . 

The gun owner's guide to state regulations for carry¬ 
ing handguns, rifles, and shotguns by private vehicle. 
Also - federal transporting restrictions; bus, train, 
airline policies; mailing rules; laws of Canada and 
Mexico. TRANSPORTING PERSONAL FIRE¬ 
ARMS - 1985 EDITION. $4.95 postpaid from 
Sparrow Publishing House, Dept. SF, P.O. Box 
817, Boulder City, Nevada 89005 


DIARY OF A GRUNT Vietnam 1968. Exciting factual, anno¬ 
tated. Khe Shan, Ashu, Camp Evans, more. Air assaults, jet 
strikes, operations, $6.50. KENMARK, Box 98, Sugar Loaf, NY 
10981. 


weight. 

today: A-1 BODY ARMOR, Dept. 
York, NY 10038. 


(refundable). 

170 Broadway, New 


STREET-FIGHTER HEADQUARTERS. Worlds Deadlest 
Fighting Techniques, uncensored, video, $59: book, $9.50. 
Black-Wind (Death) Fist Kung-Fu, $5.95. Uncensored 
Women's Bare-Knuckle Combat, $6.95. Deadly Sticky- 
Fingers System, $3.95. Street Gung-Fu, $3.95. Kenpo Origins, 
$2. SPARTAN PUBLICATIONS, PO.Box 1383, Carson City, 
NV 89702._ 

ELEMENTARY FIELD INTERROGATION by Dirk von 
Schrader, a former Special Forces soldier. 40 pages. Send 
$6,95 to DELTA PRESS, P.O. Box 1625, El Dorado, AR 
71730. 80-page catalog. $1.50 (free with order)._ 

GRENADA INVASION MAPS! First time available Identical to 
maps used bv Rangers, 82nd ABN, and Marines during opera¬ 
tion URGENT FURY. Ideal for office or den. "Anniversay Spe¬ 
cial", Port Stanley street map FREE with order. Money back 
guarantee. Send $7.95 plus $1.50 P&H to: R. HENRICH, P.O. 
Box 458, SLCharles, MQ 63302. (68)_ 

G.l. SURPLUS: A brand new list of military items. New and 
used, includes clothing, knives, footwear, field gear, manuals, 
etc. Send $1 for our catalog to: THE SUPPLY SERGEANT 
3095 Hwy 20, Buford, GA 30518._ 

CAMMO BANDANAS! Four patterns: Tiger stripe, WW II, 
Vietnam, and Desert. 22" x 22", cotton. Sample of each — 
$6.95 postpaid. Dozen (3 each or your choice) — $17.75. 
Shipped immediately. CAMDANA5, P.O. Box 1133-SOF. 
Woodstock. GA 30186.___ 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, 1984 Catalog of Uniforms, 
Equipment & Insignia, $1. B.M.S., Box 2160b, Denver, CO 
80221.__ 

FREE BREAKFAST LUNCH OR DINNER, any restaurant, 
any day, no gimmicks, 7 proven techniques that work. Eat 
steak, lobster or hamburger, don't wait, send $4.95 to: M. 
SERNA, 444 Young, Woodbum. OR 97071._ 

BEST GUN DEALER KIT! Official FFL applications, instruc¬ 
tions. wholesalers, gun laws, supplies, discounts, $4. (refund- 
able)! ALLIED, Box 41323FN, Phoenix, AZ 85080._ 

CHEMICAL, FUSE, CASINGS. Everything for making fire¬ 
works. $2 for price list. SQUARE LAKE ENTERPRISES, P.O. 
Box 3673, Logan, UT 84321. (91)_ 

MOVING CAUTIOUSLY OR OFTEN? Keep a permanent con¬ 
tact at our chapel office address. Suggested monthly donation 
of $5. Totally confidential. Send SASt to: REV. MAHONEY 
P.O. Box 277. Norwalk, CT 06856. 


METAL DETECTORS. Find military artifacts, coins, gold and 
silver. Free catalog, write: GOLD MOUNTAIN, 15ti5 South 
Jupiter, Garland, Tx 75042. (88)_ 

SURVIVING: Military techniques for staying alive. Cold weath¬ 
er, desert, navigation, water survival, and basic survial techni¬ 
que. Send $10 to RBM, 2407B Hornet Drive, Lemoore, CA 
93245._ 

KARATE SELF DEFENSE video tape beta or VHS. Send 
$29.95 to KENPO KARATE, P.O. Box 60422, Sacramento, CA 
95860._ 

ECHANIS’S KNIFE THROWING & FIGHTING WANTED 
Reasonable premium paid. R, KAFARSKI, P.O. Box 452, 
Brooklyn, NY 11202. (212) 795-5971 Collect. (67)_ 

BUMPER STICKER: "Crime Control Not Gun Control", $1.50 
each. HARRY BERTRAM, P.O. Box 6373, Wheeling, WV 
26003. 


ARREST Violators!^ 


Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 


Yourspirit of adventure, danger, and self 
reliance cun lead you to an exciting career 
opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring crimi- 
” ' * nals to justice, protect the innocent. 

Experts guide you every step of the way. 
Men and women needed to work in chal¬ 
lenging situations, withstanding hard¬ 
ships. make on the spot decisions. Learn 
th*- latest investigative techniques using 
— ipecial law enforcement equip- 
* ment...the same equipment used 
by the FBI, the CIA, and the 
Secret Service. Start your.nwn 
investigative agency. Save up 
to 2.Vi and more on all equip¬ 
ment. Send for free details. 
Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training — n 

DCPT. SF412, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana. CA 92796 
Ruth im your "Ottedlvm" Ctroor KH—No tsfetmtn will emit, j 
I Mima. 



USE 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 

Surveillance Equipment. 
Criminology Kits, Badges, 
Brielcise Telephones. Leg 
Holsters, Lockpick Guns, 
Bullel-Prool Vests, Infrared 
Night Scopes, Rappelling 
Equipment—Plut Much, 



AiMms*_ 

Ctty/ftata/Zli!- 


rtge 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 145 


DECEMBER 84 















































































12 GA. SIGNAL FLARES, 2 3 /4", Box of 5, $8 ppd., shipped 
U.P.S. Specify red, white, green, yellow. Certified Check or 
Money Order. H & B ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 9638-B, 
Phoenix, AZ 85068._ 

NEED WEAPONS, SAVE MONEY. Become Gun Dealer, FFL 
License Kit, Instruction Manual, Plus Everything Needed to 
Start! FREE Discount Publications Catalog. REDDICK, 1821 - 
H Bacon, San Diego, CA 92107._ 

SILENCER SECRETS REVEALED. Informative technical 
data and detailed drawings on the operating priciples of hand 
gun and rifle silencers. Modern, comprehensive construction 
plans for the amateur or professional. Let us show you how it's 
done. German quality, pride and craftmanship, Only $5 from: 
HEINZ KESSLER & COMPANY, Silencers and Firearms, 
LTD., P.O. Box 2181, Dept. SF-2, Union, NJ 07083. _ 

WOODLAND CAMMO M-65 FIELD JACKETS. Latest issue 
in all sizes, $45. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

VIETNAM MAPS1 15 Military/Intelligence, war era set, $3.95! 
ALLIED, Box 41323FG, Phoenix, £z 85080._ 

BEAUTIFUL HANDPAINTED CHESS SETS and 54mm mini¬ 
ature soldiers of the Civil War, Napoleon, Fantasy, and Middle 
Ages, along with World War II, and Vietnam. Rush $1 for 
catalog to: SHOWCASE MINIATURES, P.O. Box 1011, Dept 
SF, Hutchinson, KS 67504-1011._ 

ULTIMATE SURVIAL FOOD. Concentrated Protein Source, 
pill form of amino acids. 180 for $21. DEPT. SI, Suite D, 1852 
loth Street, Santa Ana, CA 90404._ 

VIETCONG CURRENCY with engraving of Ho Chi Minh. 
Cache discovered in tunnel by VN Vet. Bills still smell like 
Vietnam. Very limited quantity. Authenticity guaranteed. $2. 
POWER, Box 1449, Berkley, Ml 48072. SASE helps. 

COMMANDO SURVIVAL KNIFE: watertight hollow handle 
contains survival equipment, sealed by liquid filled compass; 
sharpening stone, sheath, $19.95. A & B IMPORTERS, Box 
126, Carle Place, NY 11514._ 

WORLD CONGRESS OF PARATROOPERS. The video tape 
of our training and jump with the Israeli Paratroopers in 1984 is 
now available. If you missed our unforgettable trip, get the 
tape. Send $59 Money Order Only to: WORLD CONGRESS 
OF PARATROOPERS. Suite 181, 600 West Barry Street, 
Chicago, IL 60657. Indicate VHS or Beta. (87) 



HUGE NEW CATALOG #12 - 2Va lbs. 
LISTS - PRICES the 200 

million items we stock. 

1000's of ILLUSTRATIONS - 
DRAWINGS . Loaded with 
New Additions * LATEST 
PRICES on Foreign, U.S., 

Antique, Modern, Military 
Parts & Accessories. Helpful 
Schematics MACHINE GUNS. 

Used by Militaries, Collectors, 

Gunsmiths the world over 


NUMRICH ARMS Dept. 7, W. Hurley, NY 12491 


BOOK SALE: Big discount on new, used survival titles. FREE, 
confidential catalog. RICHMAR, Dept. 12D, Box 14956, Albu- 
querque, NM 67191_'_ 

NOSTALGIA AT ITS BEST. The just published “Air America 
Yearbook", Volume I. Send $50 to: AIR AMERICA CLUB, c/o 
S. Hoff, 304 Victoria, McAllen, TX 78501._ 

EARN BIG BUCKS at home, my method of mail order busi¬ 
ness really works, I turned $41 into $20,000 in 2 short years, 
learn how. Send $4.95 to: M. SERNA, 444 Young, Woodburn, 
OR 97071.___ 

SHOOTING ACCESSORIES and more at great prices! Send 
for FREE catalog. MAINLINE SALES, INC. P.O. Box 22545, 
Chattanooga, TN 37422. 


“'isJ didn’t invent buck lure, 

HE PERFECTED IT.” 

.Vdvcrltacmenl 

For more information write: 

Sufitrilund Hunting Corporation 

P.O. B*>x NN, McLean, VA 22101. 70.V,LSM*>20 


MICROBOOKS. Carry 2,000 books in one cubic foot. Survival, 
Technical, Medical books on microfiche. Catalog and sample, 
$4. C.M.I.C., Box 5122, Beauport, Quebec, Gib 6B5, CANA- 
DA. _ 

THROWING STARS! Instruction manual, practice star in¬ 
cluded. Send $3.95 plus $1 postage and handling to: THROW¬ 
ING STARS, Dept. H, Box 543, American Fork, UT 84003. 
“HELP FIGHT CRIME — SHOOT A BURGLAR" Bumper 
Sticker, $2. "Illegally Parked" Permanent Stickers. Teach 
them a lesson! Five for $2.95. Add 50 cents p/h on all orders. 
FLYING DUTCHMAN ENTERPRISES, Dept. Si 1, 13033 
Wirevine, Houston, TX 77072._ 

THE SURVIVOR'S MANUAL1 100s of active disaster/defense 
skills illustrated/simplified! $12.95! ALLIED, Box 41323FJ, 
Phoenix, AZ 85080. 

S.E.A.L. OFFICIAL METAL INSIGNIA, $12; S E A L. 

Camouflage Berets, $15. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221._ 

PERSONAL DEFENSE WEAPON. Looks like an ordinary 


protection. $6: two tor $iu. uusium utsiUN t 
PRISES, P. O. Box 9682, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 . 

SUBMACHINE GUNS FOR SALE. Thompsons, M-14, Stens, 

Schmeissers, MAC-10, etc. AH live and transferrable. ARMS 
-INVESTORS MANAGEMENT SERVICE, P.O. Box 1682, 
Grand Island, NE 68802. (87) 


MANUFACTURERS REPS WANTED 
Earn $50,000 Plus Part Time! 


^Rep the world’s largest most success^ 
ful security company. Sell exciting 
James Bond countersurveillance & 
communications systems. 

Your market for these much needed 
products includes police , govern¬ 
ments , major corporations . 

NO INVESTMENT REQUIRED 
Contact Mr. Parsons 212-697-3140 




CCS COMMUNICATION CONTROL INC. 
633 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017’ 


COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CM I, P.O. Box 
40461C, Nashville, TN 37204. (88) _ 

SURVIVAL KIT KNIFE, 6 " stainless blade, hollow waterproof 
handle contains: needles, sinkers, matches, hooks, line, wire 
saw, liquid filled compass. Sheath and sharpening stone in¬ 
cluded. Send $29.95 check or M.O. to: KANZOR CORPORA- 
TION, Box 371241, Miami, FL 33137. _ 

POLICE JOBSI Nationwide listing gives qualifications, salary. 
Published bi-monthly. Single issue, $4. POLICE CAREER In¬ 
formation Digest, Box 1671, Dept. B, Eaton Park, FL 33840. 
(87) 


USN MK II FIGHTING KNIFE with correct sheath and mark¬ 
ings, leather handle, 7 inch blade, 12 inches overall, Camiilus 
Mfg., obsolete since the 60s. New/Unissued Genuine Gl in 
original wrapper, $59.95. M-16A1 Field Strip Wall Chart. 42” x 
33 Gl/New, $4.95. Safety/Trip(?) Wire, 385' spool, Gl/New, 
$6.95. Viet Cong Hunting Club embroidered patch (repro), 
$3.95. Peace Hell-Bomb Hanoi embroidered patch (repro) 
$3.50. Tonkin Gulf Yacht Club embroidered patch (repro), 
$3.50. Set of three patches, $9.45. VILLAGE SURPLUS, Box 
194X, Streamwoodj IL 60103" (87) _ 

EXPLICIT PHOTOS OF MUSSOLINI, mistress, henchmen s 
hanging in April, 1945. Taken by U.S. soldier off duty in Milan, 
Italy. Five different views, $25. MKM, P.O. Box 1043, Detroit 
Lakes, MN 56501. 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE: Incredible books reveal 
secret technical information. Send S.A.S.E. for details: 
A.T.I.S., 61 Gatchell, Buffalo, NY 14212. 

300 MAG. BULLET KNIFE ordagg er. When closed appears to 
be an ordinary bullet. When out becomes a dagger. Send 
$12.95 to: POYAL, P.Q. Box 1507, Ojai, CA 93023. 

Ml GARANDS, cheap from the government, hurry before its 
too late, $5. AR15 to full auto without auto sears, undetectable, 
$10. Armor Piercing, Explosive, and other bullets, made 
cheaper and better tnan you could buy, plans. $10. FFL in¬ 
formation, $2. Money orders/cash. INFORMATION SYS- 
TEMS, Box 1172C, Mishawaka, IN 46544. _ 

COMBAT COLLEGE! Earn certificate. Sample course listings, 
catalog, $3 (refundable)! ALLIED, Box 41323PT, Phoenix, AZ 
85080. _ 

U.S. SPECIAL FORCES BERETS. Current issue with flash & 
crest, $18. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. _ 

FEDERAL GUN LAWS, $3.95; State Gun Laws: your own 
state, $2.25, all fifty states, $4.95; Federal Regulations on 
Interstate Transporation of Firearms, $2.95; Concealed 
Weapon Permit Booklet, $2.50; Federal Licensed Firearms 
Collector, $3.95. ALL of the above $20. STEVE'S GUNS & 
Survival Equipment, P.O. Box 780-SOF, Mocksville, NC 
27028. _ 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also, Vietnam 
material. List $1. THE BATTERY PRESS, INC., P.O. Box 
3107C, Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (88) 

TIGER STRIPE JUNGLE FATIGUES. Rip-stop cotton, made 
to government specifications, 4-pocket jacket: 6-pocket pants, 
$52 per suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. _ 

ARMY RADIOS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, compact, 
transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, 6 channels, with battery 
box, antenna, crystal, handset: $22,50 apiece, $42.50/pair, 
good condition. FRC-510 Backpack Radio (Canadian version 
of American PRC-10), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz FM con¬ 
tinuous tuning, with battery box. headset, antenna: $39.50 
apiece, $77.50/pair, good condition. R-390A, premier com¬ 
munications Receiver, .5-30 MHz shortwave, amateur, military 
frequencies, AM-CW-SSB, meters sealed (Government re¬ 
moved, operation unafffected). fair condition. $115, not 
checked; $195, checked. R-108 Vehicular/Field Receiver. 20- 
28 MHz FM: $27.50 mint. ARC-27 Guard Receiver, single 
channel 220-250 MHz aircraft: $12.50 mint. 45-Day- 


WU ' HM - 

Black Falcon 


BULLWHIP 


Original 
German 

ALL BLACK LEATHER Design 
• SOLID LEATHER CORE - ALL HAND-PLAITED, 
THICK TOP-GRAIN LEATHER w/Permanent 



NOT A TOY - THE REAL THING 
MADE IN U.S.A. 
“Beware of Cheap Imitations" 


_ Send VISA, M C. 
® CHECK or M.O. 


THICK TIP THE CLASSIC BUCK WHIP 
• LEATHER C0VERE0 DOUBLE-BALL 
HANDLE W/HAND SWAGGER-STRAP 
SURVIVAL • TARGET USE 
10 Ft. $99.95 
Product 12 Ft. $119.95 

Literature ™ 

$2 00 BLACK LEATHER BELT CARRIER $6.95 
WHIP-HANDLING Instructions Included 
Add 5% Shipping & Ins. in U.S.A. Foreign Add 20% 
* TIP MOVES AT OVER 1400 F.P.S. 
CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS 
CALL (512)697-0900 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

P.O. BOX 100724, DEPT. SOF 12 KfH 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 JSS 
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r* The Ultimate Survival Knlfe/Klt 




This deluxe survival knife is the perfect companion 
for hunters, fishermen, campers and just to have 
around the house. 

Quality features include 6” razor sharp blade, 
waterproof AVi" aluminum hollow handle, (avail¬ 
able in camouflage or black) with liquid filled com¬ 
pass, leather sheath with sharpening stone. 

Survival Kit includes: 10 matches, 20” wire saw, 
fishhooks, sinkers, nylon line for fishing, sewing, 

2 large sewing needles can be used for medical 
use and to form a spear for hunting and fishing. 




SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or your money back. 


Knifeco P.O. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 




HOW TO ORDER INFORMATION: 


TO ORDER BY MAIL, USE COUPON OR SEPARATE SHEET. 


MAIL PAYMENT OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION WITH 


EXPIRATION DATE, CARD NUMBER AND SIGNATURE. 


Knifeco P.O. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 


Please send me= 

□ 1 Survival Knile @ $19.95 plus $3.00 lor shipping & handling. 

□ 2 Survival Knives © $38.00 plus $3.00 for shipping & handling. 
Specily: 

□ Camouflage handle with green sheath & black coated blade. 

□ Black handle with blqck sheath & stainless blade. 

Florida Resident add 5% sales tax. 

Catalog only $200 □ Free with order 

□ Check enclosed □ Money Order 
Charge my □ MasterCard DVisa 
Credit Card No. 



Name 


Address 


City. 


State_i_ Zip 










































































Ana survival situation, 
there’s no time to worry 
about how a weapon will 
perform. That’s why Etl(c 
American and European 
special operations forces 
rely on firearms made by 
Heckler & Koch. 

The HK 94 Semi- 
Automatic Carbine is 
a direct offspring of 
Heckler & Koch's renowned 
family of MP5 Submachine 
Guns. Designed and built 
one thing in 


with only 

mind: uncompromising 
performance. Rugged. 
Reliable. Rifle-1 ike accuracy 
to 100 meters. The delayed 
roller-lock bolt system 
reduces recoil to keep the 
weapon on target. And 
HK’s revo] uti onary sco pe 
mounting system guarantees 
that you're still zeroed - 
in every time you mount 
your scope. 

Compare the HK 9 s ! to 
the UZI or any other semi¬ 
automatic carbine on die 
market. You’ll appreciate 
the difference between 
carrying an ordinary weap¬ 
on, and owning the most, 
Lincomproanising firearm in 
the world. 


When your life is on the line, 
you leave nothing to chance 


i For our 24-page 

color 

send S3 to . 
Heckler & Koch, Inc. 
14601 Lee Road 
Chantilly, Virginia 22021 
Tel 703-631-2800 


In a world of compromise, some men dorit 



















